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South Sudan’s President Urges Patience on Cabinet Formation

Gurtong Juba, 31/07/ 2013 - South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir has called on the citizens and partners to remain patient as he consults with leaders to form a new cabinet, a statement released today said.

Following dissolution of the national cabinet and sacking of the vice President Dr. Riek Machar last week on Tuesday, it’s now one week and an announcement of a new cabinet has not happened with exception of the appointment of Dr. Barnaba Marial as the new Foreign Minister.

“In the meantime the President reiterates his call upon all citizens and parties to be patient and continue to trust his leadership,” said a statement from the president’s office adding that “The President is now leading a wide consultative process that brings together all the interests of the nation for its formation and this will be out as soon as it is completed

On Friday Kiir met with the 10 state governors explaining to them the dimension of the political development in the country.

Last week he also met heads of 17 political parties in a consultative meeting in which he called on the parties to present suitable candidates for possible appointment to the cabinet.

Partners have called Kiir to have an inclusive cabinet based on the aspiration of the South Sudanese. (Back to Top)
South Sudanese president plans new, smaller cabinet 

Deutsche Presse-Agentur Juba, 31/07/2013 - South Sudan's President Salva Kiir on Wednesday said he would introduce a new, smaller cabinet, a little more than a week after he dissolved the previous one. 

"This downsizing of the cabinet will create synergies, allow budgets to flow to high priority development projects and also allow for better management by dedicated civil servants," Kiir said. 

Kiir fired his deputy, Riek Machar, suspended the head of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement, Pagan Amum, and disbanded the entire cabinet on July 23. 

He did not say when its would be replaced. 

Addressing accusations that he had created a political vacuum, Kiir noted that undersecretaries in the ministries, police and the army and other government services had remained operational. 

"President Kiir is the only one ruling the country. He is becoming a dictator," Machar said on Tuesday. 

The United States and the African Union have urged Kiir to speedily form a new government. (Back to Top) 

President Salva Kiir: think of peace before campaigning

Eyeradio.org Juba, 30/07/2013-President Salva Kiir is calling on all politicians who plan to stand in the 2015 General Elections to avoid early campaigns and concentrate on uniting South Sudan.

 President Kiir was speaking at an event organized by the Red Army Foundation at Nyakuron Cultural Center in Juba.

 He said that there is not yet a proper law from the elections commission to guide the process.

 “This not the time for campaigns. We do not have the constitution, our parties are not yet registered and we have not conducted our census and even if we want to conduct a population census, we don’t have money,” he told the crowd.  “If you want leadership, it does not mean that you have to shout for it, it needs people to go back to their institutions of their party.”

 President Salva Kiir also said that South Sudan will continue to engage in dialogue with Sudan to resolve post-independence issues.

 “We remain as usual in cordial relations (with them),” he said. “We also do not want to go for war with them, although there are people who are saying that people are now going to war. No, we are not going to war with them and we will not go to war with anybody.”

 President Salva Kiir will address the Martyrs Day commemoration at Doctor John Garang mausoleum in Juba (Back to Top)   
Machar congratulates S. Sudanese on Martyrs Day, decries dictatorship

Sudantribune.com Juba, 31/07/2013 – South Sudanese former vice-president Riek Machar on Tuesday congratulated the country’s citizens for honouring millions of people who lost their lives during the liberation struggle in pursuit for independence.

Machar, also the deputy chairperson of the ruling Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) issued the statement on July 30, while the entire country commemorated its Martyrs day.

He said many leaders, including SPLM founder, John Garang de Mabior, members of gallant forces and ordinary citizens died in the over two decade civil war with Sudan. The late Garang, the first leader of the movement died on 30 July, 2005 in a helicopter crash as he returned to South Sudan from Uganda.

Machar, who addressed local and international media after his removal as vice-president last week, further urged the people to remain calm and commemorate the day in harmony and unity.

South Sudan president Salva Kiir, in a decree issued on 23 July relieved Machar from the vice-presidency, dissolving the entire government in a move that shocked many.

But the former vice-president has since appealed for calm, and called for the need to establish a national corporation that will be raising funds, organizing and preserving such national events for the generations to come.

MOVING TOWARDS DICTATORSHIP

Machar has advised president Kiir, also the chairman of the ruling party against resorting to dictatorship, urging him to respect the democratic principles enshrined in the country’s transitional constitution as well as in the party’s constitution.

He insists he tried to correct issues in government, while in service for the last eight years, but to no avail. Machar, however, added that this left him with no option, but to speak out against such challenges on rampant corruption, rising tribalism, insecurity, stagnant economy, poor international relations and loss of vision and direction by the ruling party.

In the 5th May politburo meeting, Machar enumerated the shortcomings and informed his colleagues in the ruling party that he would run for the party chairmanship this year and 2015 presidential election; a revelation which raised eyebrows and cost him his job.

He however maintained that self-criticisms within a party leadership are healthy in democratic processes and that it was equally his constitutional right to contest for any political position in the country.

He criticized Kiir’s sacking of elected governors of Lakes and Unity states, saying it was in violation of the constitution as the president had no constitutional right to sack elected governors at will.

According to Machar, the two states had not experience situations that threatened the national security and territorial integrity.

He further said the only state in South Sudan that had been experiencing wars is Jonglei state, due to deadly inter-communal fighting and war with the rebels of David Yauyau.

The former vice-president did recognise the president’s constitutional powers to dissolve and form a new government, but stressed that Kiir should have done this at the time when he wrote a letter to 75 senior government officials, suspecting them to have stolen $4.2 billion.

RESOLVE MISUNDERSTANDINGS IN THE PARTY

Meanwhile, Machar called on the president, as chairman of the SPLM, to call for political bureau meeting in order to resolve challenges arising in the party leadership.

The party seems to have been paralysed as the process to pass its basic documents, such as the constitution, manifesto, rules and regulations and code of conduct, have all come to a standstill.

The party was meant to hold its regular national convention since May, in accordance with its five-year schedule, so as to elect a new leader as its flag bearer for the 2015 presidential elections.

The last national convention during which members elected the current chairperson took place in May 2008.

Machar also criticized the recent move by president and chairperson, Salva Kiir, in which he issued two party orders suspending and silencing the SPLM secretary general Pagan Amum.

Kiir called for investigation into Amum’s actions and behavior as well as restrict his movement and expression, in the orders which Machar said were unfortunately mixing up party and government issues.

He said some of the charges and disciplinary measures against Amum should have been addressed through the party’s institutions, while others can be done by government.

He warned against curtailing constitutional rights and freedoms of individuals, such as freedoms of movement and expression.

The former vice-president further told the press that he had helped Kiir get elected when he campaigned alongside the latter during the 2010 elections in the country’s nine states. In Lakes state, however, Machar said he first introduced Kiir to voters as his running mate, hoping that the South Sudan leader will accord him the same when he ends his 10-year stay at the helm come 2015.".

"But the president has reneged on the gentlemen agreement we had during the elections as running mates,” he said.

Machar also decried the president’s “one-man show” and his lack of attaching importance to the ruling party, saying he should have consulted with the politburo, the highest political organ of the party, on the formation of the next cabinet.

The former vice-president reiterated his intention to unseat Kiir in both the ruling party leadership and in the government’s top seat by 2015.

An analyst said the next battle ground is clearly drawn in the party, adding that unlike the government where Kiir had a clear cut of his constitutional powers to sack any one at will, he doesn’t have the same constitutional powers in the party to dismiss senior officials elected by the SPLM national liberation council.

"Besides, it seems Kiir will have light weight and less influence in the politburo or the institution may split as Machar seems to have gained more ground than Kiir in the most powerful party institution,” he said... (Back to Top)
Three killed in Rumbek revenge attack; includes two teachers and one pastoralist

Gurtong Rumbek, 31/07/ 2013 -Inter-communal revenge attack erupted in Rumbek, Lakes State, resulting into the death of three people, including two teachers and a pastoralist, officials have said.

The authority in the area claimed that the headmaster of Mathiang Primary School indentified as Dut Makur Temthok and teacher, Malual Mayom Ayuop, were all killed inside Akuel-jok village southwest of Rumbek East County.

It is alleged that the incident happened when Mabor Maker Meen, well-known as Morher was killed by pastoralist youth suspected to be from Pamany sub-section of Kok Dinka tribe from the remote village of Ayen-mayar as part of revenge mission.

The residents also responded by Pathoth sub-section tribe of Kok Dinka tribe by killing two teachers on the spot.

A total of three people are confirmed dead and tension remains high from both sides of the same Kok Dinka community of Rumbek East County.

The state government had responded by deploying joint security forces but no suspects have been captured.

In February, Four people were killed, and three wounded after inter-clan clashes erupted in Rumbek East County.
The clashes erupted due to conflict over a graveyard where an elder named Tuba Manyiel was buried in Awaclual cattle camp years ago.

Manyiel was from Pamany sub-clan of Kok section in Rumbek East County.

Pasthoth sub-clan of Kok section objected the burial in Awacklual cattle camp claiming that Awaclual is their cattle camp and they would not allow other sub-clans within Kok Dinka section to bury without permission.

The families of late Manyiel sub-clan of Pamany decided to bury him.

The sub-clans of Kok Dinka tribe section composed of Pasthoth, Palingjier and Pacuor asked for the removal of the remains of late Manyiel which provoked both sections to engage in fighting with Pamany.

The Lakes State caretaker Governor Maj-Gen Matur Chut Dhuol ordered mass
arrest of Kok Dinka tribe; 50 from both side of Pathoth and Pamany section were arrested and detained at the Langcok military prison but have not been presented in a court.

The revenge cycle in Rumbek continue due to lack of a justice system and abuse committed against youth who were not part of inter-communal violence. (Back to Top)  

Army recommits to protect South Sudan 

Bakita Radio Juba, 30/07/2013-The army recommitted to protect the territories and people of South Sudan at all costs.
Army Information and Public Relations Director-General Malak Ayuen told reporters on Tuesday in Juba that the eighth anniversary of Martyrs Day was to remember the 2.5 million lives lost for the cause of the nation, Bakhita Radio reported.

He said the Day was an opportunity for thanking the heroes and heroines who sacrificed their lives for South Sudan’s freedom.

Mr Ayuen added that the army was ready and would continue to protect the people and the territorial integrity of the country.

Unis Amer Manyok representing war orphans said 80 percent of South Sudanese do not enjoy peace dividends because of insecurity in Jonglei and other parts of the country.

She urged South Sudanese leaders to work hard to bring peace and harmony to citizens.

Hundreds of Juba residents gathered at the Mausoleum of Dr John Garang de Mabior to commemorate the Eighth Martyrs Day.

The number of citizens and traditional dancers went down compared to that of second independence anniversary. (Back to Top)   Yei Commissioner opens Lasu Police Office 
EE Elders caution President against “hyenas” cabinet

Emmanuel Radio 30/07/2013-Elders in Eastern Equatoria state cautioned the President of the Republic to be careful of wrong elements they termed “Hyenas” in the coming cabinet.

Mark Lokorai the vice-chairperson of Toposa, Nyangatom, Jie and Teus communities in Kapoeta counties advised Salva Kiir Mayardit not to bring in wrong ministers to consume public funds, Emmanuel Radio reported.

He said some individuals in the previous government were corrupt like wild beasts, so President Kiir should be keen and avoid bringing such people.

Mr Lokorai said communities in Eastern Equatoria want to see new faces in the coming cabinet. 

He urged President Kiir to represent minor communities to avoid marginalization.

Mr Lokorai requested President Kiir to consider Eastern Equatoria, particularly Kapoeta counties, in the next cabinet appointment.

Mr Lokorai said Toposa, Nyangatom, Jie and Teus communities appealed to the President to form medium size government to deliver services. (Back to Top)
In order to foil criminals, South Sudan Police Opt for new uniforms.
Eyeradio.org Juba, 30/07/2013-The South Sudan police service will soon get new uniforms for easy recognition.

The Inspector General of police says a committee has been formed to identify a single uniform for the Police Services.

General Pieng Deng has recently alleged that most criminals in the country use police uniforms to commit crimes and get away with it.

He said police officers will also be issued with identification cards and single uniform to distinguish them from criminals.

““We must provide our police forces with identification cards, because without identification cards, you will only know the police unless when he or she is dressed in police uniform,” he said. “Once the new uniform is available, the old uniform will be brought back to store so that no one uses it for criminal activities.”

Inspector General Deng also said small weapons would be ideal to arm the South Sudanese force.

“We will try our level best to give them such small guns so that you don’t see them moving around with big weapons,” he said.

General Pieng Deng called on the public to be cautious of criminals wearing police uniforms on the streets. (Back to Top)
South Sudan widows decry lack of support from leaders

Gurtong Malakal, 30/07/ 2013–As South Sudanese celebrated the Martyrs’ Day, Widows and Orphans of the SPLA soldiers who lost their lives during the liberation struggle have decried lack of support to their families from the government.

The representative of widows of war Mama Aliza Nyawal said widows and orphans whose husbands and fathers lost their lives during the struggle are living in bad life situations forgotten and unattended by the government and the former colleagues who fought alongside their former bread winners.

“Our husbands have liberated this nation. They have paid their dear lives to make South Sudanese free and enjoy their resources and everything,” she noted adding that “in reality their widows and orphans who they left behind are forgotten and people are busy enjoying the nation’s resources.”

Nyawal told the crowd at Malakal stadium on Martyrs’ Day that she has no hope that the government would one time turn to their side for help pointing out that “everybody is busy looking for positions forgetting those who have participated in the war.”

“We have got so many promises that we would be helped but none has arrived. Our country is growing older and older but they government claim to have no money to help those whose blood has dropped down during the struggle,” she said.

She said that the only hope is that their husbands can rise from death in heaven if they were faithful to God.

“God will save their lives but not that the government will help us,” she lamented.

Last year during the celebration of the National Martyrs’ Day in Malakal Mama Nyawal appealed to the government of the state to prioritise educating children of martyrs of South Sudan to benefit from the struggle of their fathers.

The Speaker of UNS Legislative Assembly Chol Chuili and Governor Simon Kun in their last year speeches commented that they would establish an organization called ‘Support Fund for the Martyrs’ Families’ in UNS.

The two leaders jointly promised the public that fund collected would be announced on the 8th anniversary of Martyrs’ Day but no development was seen this year.

“Last year I requested the UNS government to sponsor 10 orphans every year to the universities. They told me that the funds’ box would be opened today. Where is it now as we celebrate?” Mama Nyawal asked.

Nyawal challenged the government that they have empty promises and not ready to serve vulnerable citizens of South Sudan.

The Governor of the state, Ustaz Simon Kun and Speaker Chol Chuili were not present to defend their point of not showing the funds they promised last year to the public.

The Martyrs’ Day is marked as remembrance of Dr John Garang De Mabior, Leader of the South Sudan ruling party SPLM, who perished in a helicopter crash on the 30th July 2005.

Dr John Garang died in plane crash with some of his aides while returning home following his visit to the Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni.

His sudden death shocked South Sudanese and the international community as to whether the peace accord, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, CPA he signed with Khartoum on 9th January 2005 would be accomplished successfully.

His successor President Salva Kiir declared 30 July for every year to be a remembrance day for his death and the death of all South Sudanese during the more than two decades of the civil war.

The celebration is a demonstration of the fact that even though the martyrs are dead their memory lingers on in the hearts of all South Sudanese who appreciate the sacrifice they made for their homeland.

The day is marked in commemoration of all those who sacrificed and lost their lives to realise freedom and peace in South Sudan.

Over 2.5 million South Sudanese are reported to have died and at least four million others were displaced during the over two decades of civil war that ended with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005. (Back to Top)
Kiir sacks finance director in president’s office

Miraya Radio Juba,30/07/ 2013 - President Salva Kiir Mayardit has issued a presidential decree relieving Peter Gol Nhiem, the Director General of Administration and Finance in the Office of the President.

The presidential decree was announced on Monday on South Sudan Radio.

In another development, the newly appointed Minster of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Dr Barnaba Marial Benjamin has travelled to the Kenyan capital, Nairobi.

He will represent the President at the Great Lakes conference as a Special Envoy to South Sudan, as he has not yet been officially sworn in as Foreign Affairs Minister. 

African leaders from the Great Lakes region are meeting on Tuesday to discuss regional peace and trade. (Back to Top)
Man arrested for raping an 8 year old girl in Kapoeta

Miraya Radio Kapoeta,30/07/ 2013 - Authorities in Kapoeta South County, Eastern Equatoria State have arrested a man alleged to have raped an eight year old girl.

Speaking to Radio Miraya on Tuesday the County Commissioner, Martin Lorika Lojam, explained that the man is alleged to have attacked the girl while she was going to fetch water.

“The man took the girl to his shop and gave her 6 SSP and raped her,” he said.

“The private parts of the girl got damaged and the girl is rushed to the county health center because she was seriously bleeding and according to form eight, it proved that the child was raped.”

He said the absence of judges in his county will delay the legal process. (Back to Top)
Juba optimistic of resolving allegations of rebel support with Khartoum

Sudantribune.com Juba/Khartoum, 30/07/ 2013 - The government of South Sudan said on Tuesday that it hopes the outcome of the security meeting, which brings together senior military officials from Khartoum and Juba as well as experts from the region, would produce tangible results.

The under-secretary at the ministry of defence, Gen. Bior Ajang Duot, said that the overall objective of the meeting is to promote dialogue on potential collaboration and defuse any destabilising points of tension between the two countries.

Duot said there is “no relationship more important” than the one with Sudan, with actions taken by either side having a significant impact on the entire region.

“We are being watched closely by the whole world. They want to know what we are doing and this is why our leadership believes strongly in peaceful coexistence. We believe in peaceful dialogue as a way to resolve dispute”, Duot told Sudan Tribune on Tuesday.

Both countries, he believed, contribute greatly to global stability and development.

“If we get it right, so will the world,” the South Sudanese general said.

Duot, however, acknowledged that mistrust and suspicion still persist between the two ex-foes.

“While there exist many deep-seated strategic differences between our two countries, it is crucial that we work together to resolve these differences and not create new ones”, he said.

ALLEGATIONS THREATEN SECURITY

South Sudan seceded from Sudan in July 2011 under a peace deal which ended more than two decades of civil war, but both are now at loggerheads over alleged rebel support which has crippled the implementation of several other accords signed last year.

The Sudanese government constantly accuses Juba of backing its former allies from the Sudan People Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N), currently fighting Khartoum in the border regions of South Kordofan and Blue Nile states.

Juba denies this charge and in turn claims that Khartoum is supporting rebel groups in Jonglei.

Relations between the two nations was last month dealt a fresh setback when Sudanese president Omer Hassan al-Bashir ordered the closure of pipelines carrying oil from landlocked South Sudan to international export markets. The latest stand-off came just a few months after oil exports were resumed after being shut off for more than a year following disagreements over transit fees.

Bashir signalled that his government is fed up with Juba’s continued backing of rebels in the wake of a series of attacks by Sudanese insurgents on government positions in North and South Kordofan.

The African Union (AU) and China managed to convince Bashir to extend the implementation period of the planned oil shutdown in order to allow committees to investigate allegations of rebel support.

The AU Peace and Security Council (AUPSC) warned that if proven such support will stand to be “in clear violation of the Memorandum of Understanding on Non-Aggression and Cooperation, signed by the two countries on 10 February 2012”.

“The council stresses the urgent necessity for the two countries to summon the necessary political will to overcome the current difficulties and establish two viable states, at peace with one another and cooperating together on issues of common interest,” AUPSC said in a statement released on Tuesday.

ALL EYES ON JUBA

All eyes are now on Juba where meetings with Sudanese officials are focused on the harbouring of rebel forces.

Duot called on the leaders and people of both countries to approach their relations with vision and maturity. He asserted that he knows president Salva Kiir and Bashir “fare well” when working together due to their extensive interactions and commitment to addressing the outstanding issues.

Although Duot recognised that disagreements are inevitable, he felt that mutually agreeable solutions can be found more easily if both parties act in a manner that is “straightforward, clear, and predictable with one another.”

He also argued that regular meetings between high-level officials in Juba and Khartoum would help foster trust and understanding.

“Holding such meetings between our countries is crucial for building personal trust and confidence. We have to know what each other is doing”, said Duot, summarising the agenda of this dialogue and future exchanges between the nations.

Meanwhile, South Sudan’s deputy director of military intelligence, Maj. Gen. Mac Paul, said that the security meeting with Khartoum has been “progressing fairly well”.

“The discussions have been progressing fairly well since we began. The first item on the agenda started with how to handle accusations and counter accusations. The last item which is still being discussed revolves around reaching consensus to activate [the] buffer zone and establishing a centreline in the demilitarised zone”, said Paul in a statement to the state-owned South Sudan Television (SSTV).

NO HUMANITARIAN DEAL

In Khartoum, Sudan’s ruling National Congress Party (NCP) deputy chairman for party’s affairs, Nafie Ali Nafie, disclosed that negotiations with Juba are underway to arrive at an agreement which will ensure that the South Sudan army (SPLA) severs all ties with the SPLM-N.

In press statements on Tuesday, Nafie emphasised that the SPLM-N is nothing but a satellite group for the governing party in South Sudan.

He claimed that SPLM-N are using civilians as human shields in war zones in order to obtain humanitarian aid for its army and called on the international community to press the rebel group to end the practice.

Nafie noted that people in government-controlled areas continue to receive humanitarian aid.

Khartoum rejects all proposals to extend humanitarian aid to rebel controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, stressing that a political agreement on the two border states should come prior to any humanitarian deal.

He further pointed to recent political developments in South Sudan and concluded that Juba has now decided to improve its relations with Khartoum, predicting that the recent changes within the government ranks there would strengthen relations and help implement the cooperation agreements signed between the two countries.

“We seek to establish strong, sustainable, and cooperative relations with South Sudan”, Nafie said.

Last week, South Sudan’s president, Salva Kiir Mayardit, issued a decree dissolving the entire government and removing long-standing vice-president Riek Machar.

REGIME STANDS STRONG

Referring to a separate matter, Nafie scoffed at statements made by SPLM-N secretary general, Yasser Arman, in which he spoke about the imminent demise of the regime, underlining the NCP’s longevity in the face of outside challenges.

He refused to acknowledge that the “Liberation Ticket” campaign launched by the opposition National Umma Party (NUP) reflects the official stand of the NUP, saying that it only represents the stand of NUP’s leading figure and daughter of the party’s head, Mariam Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi.

The NUP launched the initiative last month in a bid to change the regime by collecting a million signatures and organising sit-ins in public squares and other places. (Back to Top)
Sudan receives $150 million from transit fees

Miraya Radio 30/07/2013 - The Central Bank of Sudan has revealed that Sudan has received $150 million US from South Sudan in oil transit fees.

The Deputy Central Bank Governor, Azhari al-Taib, said the bank received a total of $236 million US from transit fees and dues from oil companies. This is largest amount of oil revenue since South Sudan achieved independence.

Speaking to the press in Khartoum, Al-Taib said fees will stabilize the exchange rate of the dollar against local currency, and impact positively on imports to the country.

“We expect that there will be decline in dollar exchange rates against local currency. Definitely, there will be a major shift in stock for the Central Bank of Sudan,” he said.

“From Wednesday, we will pump foreign currency to the forex bureaus, commercial banks and the market. In the parallel market, it will lead to less than seven pounds against a dollar.” 

Last week South Sudan’s Undersecretary for Petroleum, Machar Aciek Ader, said of the anticipated total oil revenue of $500 million US, Juba would pay Khartoum $150 million US in transit, import and other fees.

He said the forecast income for South Sudan for August was over $300 million US. (Back to Top)
Ugandan scribes appeal to S. Sudan’s Kiir over detained colleagues

Sudantribune.com Kampala, 30/07/2013 - Ugandan journalists have launched a social media campaign calling on South Sudan’s president, Salva Kiir to release two of their colleagues detained in the country since Saturday.

An online campaign started on behalf of the journalists was on Tuesday doing the rounds on social media networks Twitter and Facebook, with various messages of support posted on the sites including “South Sudan free Ugandan journos”.

The journalists also appealed directly to Kiir, calling for the immediate release of the Ugandan journalists.

Justine Dralaze and Hillary Ayesiga, both freelancers for international news agencies, were arrested on 27 July as they filmed in Juba together with local journalist Sunday David Tut, who was acting as their fixer and driver.

The group, who were arrested on Airport Road, are accused of working illegally and filming key sensitive government institutions without permission.

It is unclear why Tut - who is understood to be a Sudanese national - is being held.

Uganda has ordered its ambassador in Juba, Maj. Gen. Robert Rusoke, to work towards the release of the Ugandan journalists who are reportedly being detained at the National Security headquarters in Juba, which is notorious for the appalling conditions in which suspects are held.

Ayesiga, who normally works for China’s CCTV, and Draleze, a former Reuters journalist in Uganda, are on assignment in Juba for independent US news agency Feature Story News (FSN) to cover the security and political fall-out following president Salva Kiir’s 23 July decision to dissolve his entire cabinet and impose a curfew in the capital.

The Ugandan embassy in Juba said that a scheduled meeting with South Sudanese officials on Tuesday to discuss the situation of the journalists was cancelled at the last minute.

In an interview with Sudan Tribune on Monday, a senior security officer said it appeared the pair had been working in the country illegally and that they were not in possession of the required accreditation papers to prove they were journalists.

He made assurances they would be released once “thorough background checks” had been conducted.

Meanwhile, press advocacy group, Reporters Without Borders (RWB) said it was appalled by the actions of South Sudanese security agents, saying it feared the journalists may have been mistreated while in custody.

It has called on South Sudan to break its silence on the whereabouts and the conditions of the visiting journalists, who are likely facing a fourth night in detention.

“The government’s silence about these three journalists’ place of detention and present state of health, and what they are alleged to have done, is unacceptable and worrying,” RWB said in a statement extended to Sudan Tribune on Tuesday.

“We condemn the fact that they have had no contact with the outside world since their arrest and we fear that they may have been mistreated. We call on the South Sudanese authorities to release them unconditionally at once and to explain the reasons for their arrest and prolonged detention”, the statement adds.

In a 2012 report published one year after South Sudan gained its independence, RWB criticised the regime’s paranoia towards the press and the brutality of its security forces.

Sudan was ranked 124th out of 179 countries in the 2013 annual press freedom index, a slide of 13 places from its position the previous year before, when it was included in the index for the first time.

The arrest and detention of the Ugandan journalists in Juba comes less than a week after Uganda deported Taylor Krauss, an American journalist whom it accused of working without accreditation in the country. (Back to Top)
South Sudan: Are South Sudan's Cabinet Sackings an Overdue Development or a Recipe for Conflict?

AllAfrica, 30/07/2013 - South Sudanese President Salva Kiir Mayardit issued a decree announcing the dismissal of Vice President Riek Machar and his entire cabinet. He also suspended Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) secretary general Pagan Amum. Having sacked all of his ministers and their deputies, Kiir has temporarily handed over the administration of government departments to the relevant undersecretaries. Kiir also stated that the number of ministries would be reduced from 29 to 18. What is the reason for this controversial move and how will this impact South Sudan?

Analysts have pointed out that the dismissals weren't a surprise. Both Machar and Amum have publically criticised Kiir and many believe Machar has been planning to contest Kiir's reappointment as head of SPLM, the ruling party, in anticipation of the 2015 general elections. In April, Machar was stripped of some of his vice-presidential powers after he expressed his desire to challenge the presidency. He also stated that the government had not fulfilled people's expectations since the end of the civil war and that change was necessary to avoid authoritarianism and dictatorship.

The dismissal of these two prominent figures raises several important questions. The first concerns the future direction of ongoing talks between Sudan and South Sudan, where both Machar and Amum hold important negotiating roles. The talks have been stalling of late and Khartoum recently threatened to shut down the oil pipes South Sudan uses, accusing South Sudan of supporting rebels in the Blue Nile and South Kordofan states, a claim which South Sudan denies. The second question is whether the changes will lead to a split within the SPLM and/or a new political party. Third, there is a possibility that the splits might motivate factions and disgruntled elements in the party to attempt to destabilise the country and deepen existing historical ethnic faultlines.

What is Kiir's explanation for the sackings? Rather than providing a justification, Kiir has only pointed to his prerogative under the country's transitional constitution to dismiss senior government officials. However, Kiir has accused Amum of mismanaging party affairs, discrediting the SPLM and inciting tribal violence, thereby prompting his suspension. Amum has been forbidden to leave the capital, Juba, until an investigation into these allegations is complete.

Amum is not the first to be accused of mismanagement in the South Sudanese government. In June 2012 the South Sudanese parliament voted to suspend at least 75 officials accused of corruption, while Kiir sent a letter to current and ex-government employees, requesting that they return at least $4 billion of stolen money in exchange for amnesty. Earlier this month Kiir removed Deng Alor Kuol, the Minister of Cabinet Affairs, and Kosti Manibe Ngai, the Minister of Finance, on the basis of corruption allegations. Corruption remains rife in the country and although South Sudan's Anti-Corruption Commission has been established, it lacks the resources required to make a sustained impact.

Discontent with the way that South Sudan is being run is growing as the country continues to face various challenges, including unemployment and inadequate healthcare and infrastructure. The country became independent in 2011 amid great optimism, but much still needs to be done to improve the lives of the South Sudanese. The Guardian newspaper has noted that roughly half the national budget is spent on the government itself, including salaries and V8 Land Cruisers, while much of the population suffers from food shortages. In a recent open letter to the South Sudanese president, US-based activists John Prendergast, Eric Reeves, Ted Dagne and Roger Winter implored Kiir to reform his government or face internal collapse.

It is therefore no wonder that some people have welcomed the government dismissals. Deng Athuai, the chairperson of the South Sudan Civil Society Alliance, says the changes are welcomed to prevent corrupt officials from affecting service delivery, while Jacob Akol, editor of the Gurtong Trust website (a South Sudanese media site), suggests that the change could provide opportunities for younger, technically qualified South Sudanese to fill the ministerial posts.

As Kiir begins to hold consultations over the formation of a new cabinet, the African Union (AU), the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), Canada, Norway, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States have released a joint statement appealing for calm in the country. The statement also calls for the formation of the new cabinet to be expedited and to be done in such a manner that the diversity of the people is reflected, in conformity with the transitional constitution and the country's democratic ideals.

Whether Kiir's decision to sack his cabinet is for his own benefit or for the benefit of the country, it is vital that the new appointments are made after consultation and reflect the needs and make-up of the population in order to prevent ethnic violence and divisive politics. That being said, a smaller, more streamlined and accountable cabinet could provide the much-needed direction that South Sudan has been lacking. (Back to Top)
South Sudan: Democratization by Dismissal?

Chatham House, London 29/07/2013 - The high expectations that came with South Sudan's independence in July 2011 have been quick to erode. Inadequate progress in development, ongoing insurgencies and concerns about governance and military influence has increased fears of state failure.

Political crisis marked the country's second birthday when President Salva Kiir dissolved the entire cabinet. The constitutional 'major reshuffle' was by presidential decree.

There is broad consensus among the population and in parliament over the need for more streamlined government and the president's actions can in part be seen as an attempt to improve the functionality of South Sudan's ruling party, the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM).

However, this is complicated by the dismissal of two of the government's most prominent members - Vice President Riek Machar and Secretary General Pagan Amum. Their sackings are linked to factionalism within the SPLM. Ahead of elections in 2015, an escalating power struggle has seen each advance their cause to be named SPLM chairperson.

From the outside, Salva Kiir's preemptive move seems overly defensive: preventing two potential political opponents from challenging him, pushing them down the party's pecking order and paving the way for his leadership to continue. Riek Machar accepted the decision and confirmed his intention to contest for the presidency challenge from within the SPLM.

President Kiir will aim to name a new cabinet soon. But the lack of ministerial capacity will mean no important decisions will be made until the new government is formed.

A reduction in the number of government ministries from 29 to 19 will reduce his options for maintaining alliances in the SPLM. How long it takes the president to form the cabinet and the strength of his appointments are likely to determine whether he successfully resolves the issue of succession ahead of the party convention later this year.

Still in transition

The SPLM has yet to shed its militaristic tendencies in favour of civilian-led governance. Its leadership still values rigid army seniority above the promotion of individual and collective merit.

President Kiir is aware that despite the SPLM's declining legitimacy, it retains much public loyalty having secured the right to self-determination and there is no sign yet of a viable opposition party or candidate. (Back to Top)
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