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1. INTRODUCTION  

In the course of the period herewith reviewed (May-June), the representatives of the international organizations in B&H have continued the activities directed towards attaining concurrence of the opposed attitudes of the politicians of Republika Srpska (RS) and of B&H Federation concerning the reform of police and the constitutional changes. In this field no further advancement had been attained.   

The end of this period coincides with termination mandate of the hitherto Senior Representative for B&H Christian Schwartz Schilling. The efficacy assessments of Schilling’s mandate have varied from positive to negative.  

At the end of his term of office Schilling has come to resolution on the Memorial Centre in Potočari, Srebrenica, which shall be under the authority of the State of B&H and of its security institutions (SIPA). That decision had caused major revolt and repulse within the political circles of Republika Srpska (RS), wherein it has been estimated as an assault upon the integrity of RS.  

According to the former decision of the Peace Implementation Council for B&H (PIC), Miroslav Lajčak, a Slovakian diplomat has been appointed to the position of the new Senior Representative in B&H.  

As for the operation of the joint bodies in B&H, namely of the B&H Presidency, the regular substitution change in the Presidency Chair had taken place. Željko Komšić (being the representative of Croatian people, a member of the Social Democrat Party – SDP) has taken the presiding position at the Chair of the collective Presidency of B&H, upon which function he shall remain for the following eight months.  

At the National Assembly of RS (NSRS) the sustained debates are being held upon changing of the entity symbols – the emblem, the flag and the anthem.  So far, consent has been reached that the present appearance of the flag is acceptable to all three constituting nations (Serbs, Croats and Bosnians).  Nevertheless, solutions related to the appearance of the emblem, and for the text and the music of the anthem have not been coordinated as yet. Majority of objections to the models proposed come from the Bosnian nationality representatives. 

In the field of the justice system reform certain positive advancements have been achieved. Nevertheless, the courts are still overcharged with multitudes of unsolved cases (about 1.9 million cases) and it seems that they shall have difficulties solving all of these. The courts are in want of personnel (judges and prosecutors), no appropriate premises exist and there are no requisite technical provisions. 

It is expected that the courts in B&H shall be additionally overcharged with new war crime indictments. It is presumed that some 13,000 new indictments shall be raised in B&H against the perpetrators of the said crimes.       

For the time being such cases are taken over by the Court of B&H, and by some cantonal (FB&H) and district (RS) courts. 

The justice system of B&H is not independent as yet. Certain courts, judges and prosecutors are still subject to various political pressures.   

One of the problems of the justice system is shortage of correctional institutions. The existing prisons are congested and, as for the conditions present, they do not meet even the minimum of standards.  

Due to these reasons frequent protests and mutinies of prisoners occur. The Ministry of Justice of RS generally covers up such events, but when these do turn public, the protests and rebellions are usually attributed to clashes between prisoners.   

Return of the refugees and displaced persons is currently stagnant. The reason is to be found in the fact that the local and the entity authorities in RS are failing to produce conditions for sustainable subsistence of repatriates of Bosnian, Croatian and Romani nationality. Assuming such a policy, they actually give their assent to the results of the ethnical proscription, which is also tolerated by the representatives of the international community in B&H.       

The repatriates are denied many a constitutional human right (right of employment, healthcare and social welfare, education, attendance of historical and cultural traditions, and the similar).  

Return of the repatriates is also being prevented by numerous unpleasant incidents directed towards the repatriates and their property. There are still high numbers of reported attacks against the repatriates, their property and religious facilities. The authorities are still failing to undertake the appropriate steps in order to prevent such occurrences.  

The media situation in RS is still not changing. Although all the media declare themselves to be independent, majority of them is still under the impact of the governing politics. The most influent media in RS - the Television and Broadcasting of RS (Radio Televizija RS – RTRS), The Independent Daily and the Voice of Srpska are subject to absolute control of the RS Government, that is to say, the strongest political party – Union of Independent Social-democrats (Savez nezavisnih socijademokrata – SNSD). 

As for the confessional liberties, it is established that certain minor but positive advancements have been made. The representatives of the Serbian Orthodox Church (Srpska pravoslavna crkva – SPC) and the RS Government have announced that in very proximate future relocation of an Orthodox Church presently located in Konjević Polje shall take place, which Church has been illegally built upon the private property of Ms. Fata Orlović.

Freedom of confession is violated against the repatriate Bosnians, as they usually have difficulties obtaining licences for reconstruction of the demolished mosques. The local authorities make that process additionally difficult through various administrative restrictions. At the same time, the mosques that have been reconstructed are often target of attacks carried out by certain individuals or by extremist groups.  

After several years of preparations and after obtaining all required licences reconstruction of the most significant mosque in Banja Luka, the Ferhadi Mosque, demolished on May 7th 1993, has finally commenced. 

In B&H searches for the persons who disappeared in war still continue. These persons have lost their lives as soldiers of the parties in conflict, or they were the civilian victims of warfare. The entity committees for search for the missing persons have continued exhumation of mass graves and identifying the exhumed victims. The accounts are that some 13,000 persons are still reported missing in B&H at present.  

Instead of the entity committees this assignment should be continued by the Institute for search for the missing persons in B&H, which is supposed to start operating at last. Within the Institute the appropriate departments and thorough database of the missing persons are to be formed. 

The non-government organization from Sarajevo, the Investigative Documentation Centre (IDC) has presented the results of its research upon evidencing the number and nomination of the warfare victims in B&H. According to these data, during the war in B&H more than 97,200 citizens have lost their lives, though that number is not yet final. The former estimations of the number of perished have ranged from 100,000 to 250,000 persons. Certain political parties and organizations have even manipulated with these numbers.  

B&H is one of the countries through which the illegal human trafficking and narcotics and other products trafficking take place.

According to all reports, human trafficking over B&H territory is increasing. The victims are usually the illegal immigrants. These are mostly citizen of Near East countries and Albania, whom the organized criminal groups try to transport over the border towards the European Union (EU) countries. The competent state authorities of the newly formed countries at the former Yugoslav territory have reached the agreement on mutual action against human trafficking, and they have already achieved first results in this area of operation.  

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B&H 

The international organizations engaged in Bosnia and Herzegovina (B&H) exert their utmost efforts to provide the appropriate conditions for inclusion of B&H into the Euro-Atlantic integrations. By their activities the most prominent are the Office of the High Representative in u B&H (OHR), European Council (CE), European Union (EU), United Nations (UN), Peace Implementation Council (PIC) of the CE, European Stabilization Forces (EUFOR), European  Police Mission in B&H (EUPM), as well as the embassies of the Western Europe countries and USA in B&H. 

Notwithstanding the great efforts, the representatives of the international community have not succeeded in reconciling the opposite attitudes of the leading political parties in B&H, related to the mutual interests, which are the main condition for incorporation of B&H into the European institutions. 

The greatest problem is the different attitudes on reform of police (generation of the unanimous B&H police forces) and on constitutional changes. The political parties of Republika Srpska (RS) do not accept the changes proposed, while the B&H Federation (FB&H) parties do support these changes. 

2.1. The Office of the High Representative in B&H (OHR)

The former High Representative in B&H Christian Schwartz Schilling has attempted on several occasions at general and individual meetings to persuade the politicians in necessity of police reforms and B&H Constitution changes required in order to fulfil the conditions for acceptance of B&H into the EU, and on signing the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with the EU.

C. S. Schilling has blamed the leading politicians Haris Silajdžić (Party for B&H member and member of Presidency of B&H), Milorad Dodik (SNSD member and the Prime Minister of RS), Sulejman Tihić (Party of Democratic Action - SDA) and Dragan Čović (Croatian Democratic Association – HDZ). 

At the end of his term of office C. S. Schilling has passed the Law on Establishing the Memorial Centre Srebrenica – Potočari, which shall be under the authority of the State of B&H, which shall take care of its functioning, security and management. The Council of Ministers of B&H is in charge of nominating the members of the Memorial Centre management board and of providing financing from the State Budget.  

Imposing of this law has caused major disagreement of all Serbian political parties in RS. The reason to that is that Srebrenica and Potočari are located at the Serbian territory, so the Serbian politicians find that law unconstitutional, since it violates the territorial and legal integrity of RS.  

Support to passing of the Law on Memorial Centre has been given by members of PIC, the USA embassy and other countries, and also the political parties from FB&H.

2.2. New High Representative

With the day of June 30th 2007, mandate of the former High Representative C. S. Schilling has expired. 

Pursuant to the decision of the European Union (EU) diplomacy chiefs Miroslav Lajčak, a Slovakian diplomat has been appointed to the position of the new Senior Representative and of the Representative Extraordinary of EU in B&H. 

It is stipulated that his mandate should last till February 29th 2008.

2.3. EUFOR

The number of European Stabilization Forces (EUFOR) has been reduced to 2,500 soldiers. In that manner transition of the EUFOR which had hitherto counted 6,000 soldiers has been accomplished. As a part of EUFOR personnel reduction three bases of the multinational task forces have been closed down, the ones in Banja Luka, Mostar and in Tuzla, as well as the encampments in Rogatica, Doboj, Zenica and Rajlovac. 

The EUFOR base «Eagle» in Tuzla has been rendered for use of the B&H Armed Forces, which is the procedure to be applied also upon the remaining bases and encampments. 

2.4. European Union

The European Committee has completed its work upon the project of long-standing financial aid plan for the countries candidates and potential candidates for acceptance into the EU. According to this plan aid amounting to 226 million Euros is planned for B&H.   

The monitoring team of the European Committee is disappointed with lack of good will of the B&H political leaders to accept the reforms of police, which has direct effect upon impossibility of signing Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) between B&H and the EU. 

According to the opinion of this team, the recommencement of negotiations and signing of SAA certainly shall not take place by the end of the year 2007.    

The Commissariat for Human Rights of the European Council has recommended to the Presidency of B&H that the State of B&H ought to ratify the Social Charter and the European Charter on regional minorities and minority languages. This is an obligation of B&H towards the European Council. 

3. PERFORMANCE OF THE COMMON BODIES OF B&H 

B&H has attained a considerable praise by being elected member of the Council for Human Rights at the United Nations.  

The General Assembly of the UN on the day of May 17th has elected B&H into the Council for Human Rights and appointed representative of the Eastern Europe countries. Representatives of 47 countries are members of the Council for Human Rights at the UN, which Council has its headquarters in Geneva. Mandate of each individual country is three years, with possibility of being chosen for yet another mandate consecutively. 

By means of this appointment it has been verified that the UN member countries do have faith that B&H shall maintain the highest standards in promotion and protection of human rights, as stipulated by the Resolution of the UN General Assembly.

3.1. Presidency of B&H

Performance of the three-member collective Presidency of B&H is hampered with discrepancies. That could be explicitly seen on occasion of celebrating the 15th anniversary of B&H election into the UN. The members of the Presidency, at the ceremony held at the UN edifice in New York, have asserted dissonant attitudes on the present situation in B&H and the future constitution of the State. 

The dissonant attitudes have also been asserted as related to the Ruling of the International Criminal Court (ICC) upon the B&H legal action against Serbia. 

The Bosnian and Croatian members of the Presidency (Haris Silajdžić i Željko Komšić) have dispatched a letter to the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Mun, requesting him to bring the ICC Ruling in force. The Ruling established that the RS Army and Police forces are to be held responsible for the genocide at Srebrenica.  

The Serbian member of the B&H Presidency Nebojša Radmanović had opposed to that request.

3.2. Central Election Commission

The Central Election Commission of B&H has warned all B&H municipalities of their duty to abide by the obligations related to establishment of new statutes or amending the existing ones. The amendments to the municipal statutes ought to be effected with voting rights of national minorities included, which rights have hitherto been restricted to the minorities in the existing statutes and laws.   

According to the new regulations of the Electoral Law, each municipal assembly has to include the representatives of national minorities in number corresponding to the 1991 census. In case the census of 1991 had established that one borough had less than three percent of a certain national minority members, then these ought to have one board member – representative at the local assembly. In case the percentage of a national minority was higher than three, they have the right to have two board members at the local assembly. 

3.3. Naturalization Commission

The Commission for revision of the naturalized B&H citizen has revoked 425 citizenship licences. These have been revoked from the persons who had come to B&H from different countries in the course and after the war and subsequently obtained their B&H citizenship licences in a illegal manner.    

For the time being the Commission has processed about 1,100 cases, and established that in 425 cases the citizenships have been obtained illegally.       

4. PERFORMANCE OF THE REPUBLIKA SRPSKA BODIES

4.1. The National Assembly of RS 

National disagreements are rather frequent among the representatives at the National Assembly of Republika Srpska (NSRS) too.  

In the period herewith reviewed discussions on entity symbols (flag, emblem and anthem) have been in the focus. For the time being the representatives have only agreed on the RS flag appearance (red-blue-white). The Bosnian representatives have requested changes of the emblem and of the anthem.

Instead of the current RS emblem bearing the distinctions of the Serbian entity and the Orthodox confession only, the new emblem of RS has been established. Even that new emblem has been complained against by the Bosnian representatives. 

Hitherto effective anthem «Bože pravde» (“Lord bestow justice” – glorifies the Serbian nation and the Orthodox confession) has also been temporarily changed. The changes refer to the anthem being performed in instrumental version only, without the textual content. The Bosnian representatives are still not satisfied with the changes and still request a completely new version of the RS anthem.   

NSRS has also held an extraordinary session which has established the conclusions on disapproval of the Law on Memorial Centre Potočari – Srebrenica, imposed by the High Representative in B&H C. S. Schilling. 

The representatives of the Serbian nationality in NSRS have explained disapproval of that Law by claim that the High Representative has favoured the Bosnian nation against the Serbian, and that ha has jeopardized peace and stability of RS and of the entire B&H by such an action.  

NSRS has passed the Law on Ratifying the Agreement on establishing the special and parallel relations between RS and Republic of Serbia, which Agreement had been signed in Banja Luka on September 26th 2006. 

NSRS has also passed the special Law on Fund for development of the eastern region of RS. This Law stipulates that about 100 million Euros ought to be invested into development of that region.    

5. REFORM OF THE ARMED FORCES 

Although the reform of the B&H Armed Forces (OS) has been the area in which major success had been accomplished, the remnants of national military structures are still felt within the united OS structure.  

The B&H Armed Forces are constituted of three regiments that still continue the traditions of three separate military formations which had been in conflict in recent war in B&H (Army of B&H, Army of RS and the Croatian Defence Council - HVO). 

Nationality of professional military units is particularly displayed on occasion of celebrating the anniversaries of individual army formations.  

The existing 3rd infantry regiment OS B&H, with Banja Luka based headquarters, has celebrated the 15th anniversary of RS Army establishment and the 2nd anniversary of its own establishment on May 12th. The entire ceremony had borne the attributes of one nation (Serbian) and of one confession (the Orthodox).   

5.1. OS B&H in Iraq

The members of the special units of OS B&H carry out their tasks related to the peace-keeping mission in Iraq with considerable success. 

The representatives of the B&H Presidency have witnessed that during their visit to the members of the OS B&H in Iraq which occurred at mid May. 

The special unit of OS B&H in Iraq has the task of destroying the collected unexploded explosive devices. 36 officers and soldiers comprise this special unit. 

5.2. Neutral names of the military facilities

The facilities belonging to the OS B&H in future shall have to have neutral names. This means that the names must not be of national or religious origin, nor related to persons, events or military units involved with the recent war in B&H.  

It is suggested that the names of military facilities ought to be distinguished in numbers and letters.         

5.3. Aviation

The Presidency of B&H should pass the final decision on destiny of the jet aviation of OS B&H by the end of the current year. The aviation has remained the single unresolved issue of the OS B&H organization. 

Several outdated models of jet aircrafts have still remained within the OS B&H as residue of the former RS Army Forces. These aircrafts are not being used and no new pilots are being trained for operating such aircrafts. The Ministry of Defence of B&H has plans which propose that the OS B&H should maintain the helicopter unit only.   

6. POLICE FORCES REFORM

In reform of the entity police forces and by generation of the united B&H police no positive advancements have been achieved. The politicians of the B&H Federation do support forming of the united police forces, but the Serbian politicians from Republika Srpska do not. 

The RS politicians explain their opposition to the united police forces, which would be financed from the B&H Budget and which would have the unanimous command and territorial competence in both entities, as actual opposition to another attempt of transferring the jurisdictions from RS to the level of the State of B&H. They believe that this would open possibility of extinction of entities and creation of the unitary B&H, in which the Serbs would have the inferior status.    

The representatives of the international organizations in B&H support forming of the united police forces in B&H, but do not want to exert pressure upon the RS politicians. They constantly point out that reform of the police is one of the most important conditions required for continuing the negotiations on signing the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with the EU.        

6.1. Police of RS

The Ministry of Internal Affairs (MUP) of RS has initiated the action intended to prevent corruption among the RS police forces members. All institutions and citizen are suggested to report each occurrence of corruption and other illegal and inappropriate behaviours of the police members. The on-duty telephone lines are also established for the purpose of reporting such occurrences. 

Based on reports of citizens, the MUP RS has effected an investigation upon several reported cases and issued the decisions on suspension of seven policemen. 

One police officer has been suspended for bribery, one for inflicting severe physical injuries, and one for disturbing of public order under the influence of alcohol.  

Two police officers have been suspended for losing the prisoner whom they have been transferring from prison in Doboj to the B&H Court for trial. 

Two more police officers have been suspended for running over the victim of a traffic accident whose body lied upon the road (the body of a citizen previously killed in a traffic accident). 

The MUP RS has also issued penalties of discharge from service for another three police officers. One of these has been permanently discharged from service due to being indicted for war crime, and the procedure against him is being led before the Court of B&H. 

The other of these three had been forging identification documents, and the third had been absent from work with no sustainable excuse. 

The association of the families of missing persons and civilian victims of warfare «Višegrad» have dispatched a public protest to the MUP RS for improper behaviour of police officers in Višegrad on occasion of commemoration service for the Bosnians victims of warfare (held on May 27th).

Dušan Kos, the former chief of the Public Security Centre (CJB) Banja Luka who had been discharged from function for being involved with the organized crime in police, is given a new employment at the Agency for Investigations and Protection of B&H (SIPA). He is appointed Chief Deputy at the Internal Control department of the B&H SIPA.  

The Bosnian associations of warfare victims from the eastern B&H have repeatedly on several occasions pointed out that persons who have been involved in war crime and violations of human rights are still present at the B&H police forces. They demand from the RS authorities and the international organizations to remove those individuals from police and to prosecute them for the war crimes they have committed.     

7.  JUSTICE SYSTEM REFORM

Reform of the justice system in B&H is followed by various difficulties. These are particularly felt in lack of appropriate premises, absence of requisite technical provisions and in want of personnel (judges and prosecutors). 

These difficulties are main reasons for amassed unsolved court cases. According to the data of the High Court and Prosecution Council (VSTV), more than 1.9 million of unsolved cases are currently before the courts in B&H. Processing of some of these cases is being prolonged for two or three years or more.  

The current political groups, influent lobbies and financially influent individuals, sometimes even the mafia and the organized criminal groups interfere with solving of certain cases.

Therefore it may be concluded that justice system in B&H is not independent and that it is subject to constant powerful pressures.   

Certain prosecutors and judges do not perform their duties conscientiously and therefore some of them are penalized by reduction of salaries.  

The proceeding against Jelena Todorović, judge of the Principal Court in Zvornik, has been initiated for criminal act of incompetent performance. The Second instance disciplinary committee for judges of VSTV has affirmed the ruling Todorović should be removed from service.       

7.1. Notaries

The special notary service is being introduced into the justice system of B&H, resembling the Western Europe justice system. The notaries are supposed to take over one part of activities from the other court and administrative institutions. 

The notary service has commenced its operation in B&H Federation, and soon it should begin functioning in RS as well. At the very beginning of notary service operation citizens have protested against the amounts of fees due for notaries’ services. 

7.2. Aid to the B&H Court

The European Union completely supports the reforms of the B&H justice system, to the purpose of implementation of justice and law in B&H in level as high as possible. 

By the middle of May, the EU has donated 2.3 million Euros to the Court and Prosecution Department of B&H as support to the Department for prosecution of war crime and organized crime.   

Since the beginning of reforms in B&H justice system, the EU has donated 36 million of Euros to these purposes. 

8. CONDITIONS AT CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

According to all researches performed by the government and non-government organizations, it is established that the conditions in correctional facilities of RS are extremely poor. This refers to overpopulation of prisons, poor residence conditions, inadequate plumbing of very poor hygiene, unavailability of any advantageous occupation for the prisoners, and unavailability of physical rehabilitation and recreational therapy.  

By this fact the citizens sentenced to minor incarceration sentences (for traffic violations and the similar) are particularly jeopardized. None of those are sentenced to 2a penalty «public service for common welfare» generally stipulated by the Criminal Law. They serve their sentences together with the other major crime convicts. 

The non-government organizations in B&H insist on providing the conditions for ruling upon such convictions (public welfare service or humanitarian activities) as is the general practice in other European countries.

8.1. Strikes of convicts

Another strike of prisoners in Tunjice Correctional facility, Banja Luka, has occurred. 18 prisoners of this prison have commenced hunger-strike on May 18th, in order to express their discontent with performance of the Special Prosecution of RS.      

The prisoners, held in custody for organized vehicle theft or illegal trade on controlled substances, are dissatisfied with the prolonged investigation, and the pressures exerted upon them by the Prosecution investigators who attempt to compel them to cooperation. The hunger-strike has been discontinued after five days.  

8.2. Escape from prison

The prisoner Radovan Stanković, sentenced to 20 years for war crime he committed in 1992/93 in Foča has escaped (on May 25th) from prison in Foča (east part of RS).  

Stanković has fled from his guards who have been transferring him from prison to the Medical Centre in Foča for medical examination.  

It is clear that this has been a well planed escape conveniently enabled by the very guards. No less than nine guards have been assigned to convey Stanković, but he has fled with no difficulty from the police vehicle, boarded one civilian vehicle and left Foča. 

A disciplinary procedure has been initiated against six prison guards involved, and they have been suspended from service. 

The Ministry of Justice of RS has relieved the Foča Prison Warden Aleksandar Cicmil from of his function for the escape of Stanković.

The Court of B&H has laid blame on the Foča Prison management fro this escape.  

 
Yet another prisoner had escaped to the RS police (on May 31st). That prisoner is Branko Zelenika, apprehended by the police of Banja Luka upon the Interpol warrant from Paris, France. He is suspected of weapons trafficking and of connection with a terrorist group in France. 

After being arrested Zelenika was put in custody at the Banja Luka prison. The next day he was supposed to be transported to the Court of B&H in Sarajevo guarded by two police officers. On they way to Sarajevo, while resting at a motel he has fled from his guards. 

The RS MUP has suspended the two police officers from whom Zelenika had fled. It is reasonably supposed that this escape had also been planned in advance and that the police officers have allowed it deliberately.      

9. REFORM OF EDUCATION

9.1. The Law on Higher Education

After several years of discussions the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of B&H has passed the Law on High Education in B&H.  

According to the regulations of this Law, the State governed agency shall be formed with assignment to establish criteria and norms for the high education institutions. 

At the same time the entity and the cantonal ministries of education shall retain majority of their competencies and shall be in charge of issuing licences fro operation of the universities. 

According to the new Law, the State of B&H shall co-finance the scientific research work, while the entities, the cantons and the district of Brčko shall finance the high education institutions.

The State agency shall have competence of proposing and suggesting, while the entities and cantons shall have competence of credentials and certificate issuing. 

The representatives from the Social-democrat Party (SDP) of B&H have not supported the Law, since they believe it does not provide the autonomy of universities, and that it allows political control of high education while part of financing is transferred to students. 

The students of the Mostar University think that through implementation of this Law the faculties and students shall remain hostages to political currents and that the high education system in B&H still remains divided.    

Hitherto, no common law on high education existed in B&H. Both entities and all nine cantons used to have their own high education laws. 

The Office of the High Representative in B&H has approved of passing the Law on High Education, estimating that its implementation shall enable easier assimilation of the B&H students into the education systems of the EU countries. 

10. REPATRIATION

Repatriation of the dislocated population and the refugees to places they inhabited before the war is in total stagnation. Recently very small number of such person has decided to return to their original homes. 

The main reasons for stagnation of repatriation are to be found in the national policies of the governing parties at the entities. These policies are based upon the concept of one nation majority at the respective territories. 

The repatriate Bosnians and Croats in RS and the Serbs in B&H Federation are subject to various manners of discrimination. 

The local and entity authorities do not abide by their own constitutional regulations and laws that guarantee equal rights to all citizens. Only the Serbs are prioritized in RS, while the Bosnians and Croats are denied many of their rights.   

This policy is tacitly supported or tolerated by the State institutions of B&H and the representatives of the international community in B&H (OHR, OSCE,…). 

The repatriates are not able to realize the right of employment, and that is one of the key reasons for not returning to their original dwellings. Beside that, the authorities are failing to produce even the minimum of conditions for sustainable subsistence of repatriates. The problems are related to realizing the rights of healthcare and social welfare, education, attendance of cultural, national and religious traditions. 

In majority of towns in RS all current distinctions of public institutions, street names, holidays, cultural and sports performances bear only the Serbian national symbols and the symbols of the Orthodox confession. 

That too is one of the elements of significance for preventing repatriate Bosnians to return to the RS territories. 

The repatriates to Banja Luka and Bijeljina point out exactly that kind of discrimination: No les than 333 streets of Banja Luka have the names of Serbian persons, while only three have the names of Bosnian citizens. 

The association of Bosnian detention camp victims in Banja Luka demanded the Government of RS to change the present state of affairs which represents only another manner of ethnical suppression of non-Serbian nationality members from the city limits.  

At present the ethnical suppression is conducted through city planning designs that plan demolishing of certain houses at particular parts of the town where Bosnians and Croats live.  

These kinds of ethnical suppression are conducted in Bijeljina too. The local authorities plan to demolish all Bosnian homes at the centre of the town and to build parks, playgrounds and parking places instead. The citizens association «Repatriation and sustainable survival» has been warning the public of this for several years already, and it has demanded protection from the B&H authorities and the international organizations in B&H.  

Due to disregard of fundamental human rights and discrimination of Repatriate Bosnians and Romani, and for supporting the persons charged for war crime, the municipality of Bijeljina is under the economic sanctions of USA administration since the year of 1999.      

10.1. B&H Refugees

According to the data of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of B&H, in 40 countries of Europe and the World more than 400,000 refugee citizens of B&H live today. Most of them have obtained permanent residence licences, so that certain number of them shall never return to B&H. The most numerous B&H refugees among these are the Bosnian nationality members. 

At the same time about 180,000 citizens are internally dislocated over the territory of B&H. Among these the most numerous are the citizens of Serbian nationality moved from the B&H Federation territory to the territory of RS.  

In B&H the collective camps for accommodation of refugees and dislocated persons still exist, populated by some 7,000 citizens. 

At the territory of RS about 9,500 Serbs (some 2,800 families) still live, being refugees from Croatia. They reluctantly decide to return to Croatia since they are not able to obtain their right of property repossession, residential rights, employment and integration of term of employment.  

Material, political and moral support of the B&H authorities and of the international organizations is needed for return of the citizens to their pre-war habitats. 

11. INCIDENTS

Beside the obstructions to repatriation rendered by the official authorities of RS, the individuals or extremist groups also initiate various incidents in order to repel the repatriates and make their status look insecure. These are mostly attacks upon property of repatriates, upon their religious facilities, various threats, insults and physical assaults.  

If compared to the preceding period these attacks are less in number. The practice of the officials still remains the same, so the events are only evidenced with no further effort of finding or penalizing the perpetrators.  

This reporting period also brings account of several such cases. 

Gacko 

In the village Fazlagića Kula, borough Branilović (municipality of Gacko, south-east RS), mostly inhabited by the repatriate Bosnians, a group of intoxicated youth of Serbian nationality has provoked a nationalist incident (May 1st).  

The young men have been driving with high speed through the village raising three fingers and shouting insults and threats, such as «This is Serbia», «Balije (an insulting name referring to Muslems), come out to the slaughter» and the similar. That had caused reasonable fear and disturbance with the repatriate Bosnians. 

The following day the three young men from Gacko who insulted and threatened the repatriates have been located and arrested. 

An unidentified explosive device had been activated in Gacko, under the «Mitsubishi pajero» jeep owned by Mladen Šuković (May 28th). The police had performed evidencing and established serious material damage to the vehicle as well as several smashed windows at the nearby apartment house. 

That had been the 13th case of setting the explosive devices under vehicles at the territory covered by the Centre for Public Safety Trebinje (southeast RS). 

Brčko

At the borough of Brka, near Brčko, an explosive device has been cast at «Hedera» pharmacy store belonging to Enes Smajlović from Brčko (May 8th). The device had been cast from a running vehicle, destroying the façade and the windows of the building.   

 The family of Zekerijah Osmić, councillor to the Brčko district Mayor, has been subject to nationality based insults and threats. The incident has been provoked by their intoxicated Zvjezdan Miličević (May 29th). The police had taken the statement from Miličević.  

At the backyard of family house of repatriate Enes Smajlović an explosive device had been cast (June 5th). The detonation had smashed the windows of the house and the garage, also demolishing the facade.    

Trebinje

The police department of Trebinje (south-east RS) has received the report that the flag of B&H at the edifice where the field office of OSCE is located has been stolen (may 8th). The police have conducted evidencing and initiated the investigation. 

At the Donje Police borough of Trebinje, an explosive device had been activated underneath the «Peugeot 206» vehicle of Biljana Škrivan (June 29th). The vehicle had been severely damaged, as well as the vehicles parked nearby and the façade of the nearby building too. 

That had been the 14th case of setting the explosive devices under vehicles at the territory covered by the CJB Trebinje in past two years.    

Banja Luka

The unidentified persons have destroyed five paprika greenhouses belonging to the Association of repatriate Bosnians in Banja Luka (May 10th). The police are searching for the perpetrators. 

In Banja Luka a vehicle «pasat» owned by Duško Perišić, deputy chief of Tunjice prison has been set on fire (May 20th). The unidentified perpetrators have soaked the vehicle with gasoline and then set it on fire. The police are searching for the perpetrators.

Prijedor

At the Raškovac borough of Prijedor (west RS) an explosive device had been activated below the vehicle «golf 3» of the repatriate Sakib Mujanić (May 9th). The detonation had seriously damaged the vehicle and another two cars parked nearby.  

The police department of Prijedor has apprehended five individuals on June 20th who are suspected of participation in several cases of casting explosive devices under vehicles. The arrested persons are Marko Momić, Vanja Vuković, Srđan Jelača, Svetomir Mijaljica and Boris Samardžija. The arrests have been conducted by the order of the Special Prosecution of RS. The indictment has been raised against these individuals.   

At the reconstructed town mosque in Prijedor three windows have been broken on June 26th. The witnesses have identified the perpetrator by the name Bratislav Kečan, and reported him to police who have apprehended him. This has been the sixth assault upon this edifice since its reconstruction.   

Srebrenica

In Srebrenica (east RS) the international convention was held upon the subject «Implications of the ruling of the International Criminal Court on genocide» attended by some 600 participants from B&H and abroad. (May 11th).

The incident was provoked by the Serbian high school students of Srebrenica, who carried nationalist flags and raising three fingers to the attendants of the convention. The police have failed to even reproach the provocateurs.   

Pale

At the Repci borough (municipality of Pale, central RS) a terrain vehicle of Slavko Kovačević has been set on fire (June 28th). The police are searching for the perpetrators.

Nevesinje

The unidentified perpetrators have demolished the church bell of the Orthodox church of Saint Trinity at the village of Drenovik (municipality of Nevesinje, south-east RS) (June 29th). The copper grooves have been stolen from this church three months ago.  

12. FREEDOM OF MEDIA

On occasion of May 3rd, the International day of Freedom of Media, a convention was held in Sarajevo upon the said subject.  The representatives of majority of media have concluded that the B&H media are subject to compelling economic dependence and therefore liable to influence of financial and political lobbies. 

The majority of media cannot finance themselves from their issues and therefore they are compelled to search for sponsors. 

Since the media are the ultimate channel for spreading of political attitudes, the most prominent political parties financially support, often in illegitimate manner, the most prominent media. So the media become powerful propagators and speakers of certain political options. 

In small communities the journalists are subject to pressures and threats and initiation of legal proceedings for alleged slander. In big cities the political potentates control media and the journalists through financial influence. 

The most influent media in RS - the Television and Broadcasting of RS (Radio Televizija RS – RTRS), The Independent Daily and the Voice of Srpska are subject to absolute control of the RS Government, that is to say, the strongest political party – Union of Independent Social-democrats (Savez nezavisnih socijademokrata – SNSD). 

According to the report of the Freedom House, B&H has been allotted 98th position by freedom of its media in the year of 2006, at the category «partially free media». The report establishes that B&H journalism is of very poor professional integrity. Amateur journalists work in many media in B&H, and these are n charge of promoting certain political options. 

Of all newly formed former Yugoslav countries, Slovenia ranges the best, being at the 39th position at the category «free media». Croatia takes the 80th position, Serbia at 84th and Macedonia shares the 98th position with B&H.  

This report is much more realistic than the report of the international organization «Reporters without Frontiers», in which B&H takes the 48th position. 

At the round table held at the Bishopric of Banja Luka upon the subject «Media in service of promotion of truth, justice, peace and solidarity» it has been established that the journalists and media are still under the burden of recent warfare and that each one has its own account of the events. That is why the media cannot agree upon one unanimous truth of recent war, and therefore cannot promote justice, peace and solidarity. 

The majority of journalists support the truth of war propagated by their original nation. If a journalist would not agree with the policy of hos nation, he would be incriminated and proclaimed the enemy of his own nation. 

12.1. EPRA

At the session of European Platform of Regulatory Agencies (EPRA) held in Prague (16-18th of May) Dunja Mijatović, General Manager of the Broadcast department of the Regulatory Agency for Communications (RAK) of B&H has been elected president of that institution for monitoring of media. 

That was the first occurrence of a person from a country that is not an EU member being elected chairperson of EPRA. The EPRA is a renowned regulatory platform constituted from 49 regulatory bodies from entire Europe. 

12.2. RTRS

The National Assembly of Republika Srpska (NSRS) has elected members of Programme Council to the public broadcaster the Broadcasts and Television of Republika Srpska (RTRS). 

These are Libor Boček, representative of youth population, Vojin Mitrović, representative of Employers’ Union, Mirko Đukić, representative of the Syndicate, Nadežda Savjak, representative of minorities, Ivica Božinović, representative of confessional communities, Dragutin Bošković, representative of the retired from service, Milorad Kenjalović, representative of the University, Nazifa Heldić, representative of the Civil Community Association, Radmila Žigić, representative of the Journalists’ Association, Nada Golubović, representative of women associations and Ivica Dujić, representative of others. 

13. CONFESSIONAL FREEDOM 

The rights of freedom of confession are constantly violated in B&H. In RS only the members of Orthodox confession are able to realize complete religious freedom with all necessary support provided (financial and moral) by the local and entity authorities. On the other hand these rights are denied to the members of Islamic and Catholic confession, and rare are the cases where the political or entity authorities render financial support to these communities. 

Prevention of realizing the confessional freedom is a part of political strategy of RS by means of which return of the Bosnians and Croats to these territories is intended to be prevented, or in else the repatriates who wish to reside in RS permanently are intended to be discouraged to do so.  

The magistrates of Islamic community in B&H Reis-ul-Ulema Mustafa effendi Cerić and of Catholic Church cardinal Vinko Puljić have confirmed existence of this process.  

One of the manners of confessional freedom violation is attempt of RS authorities and the Orthodox Church (SPC) to build new churches at location where existence of religious facilities had never been planned. 

That is the case at the Kotorsko borough near Doboj where repatriate Bosnians demand removal of illegally laid foundations for an Orthodox church from their private property. This case often provokes national intolerance and minor incidents.  

Another similar case is the one of Trebinje where SPC had commenced construction works upon a historical monument – a military facility built by the Austro-Ugric army at the end of 19th century.  

SPC intends to expand the existing facilities and property of the headquarters of Zvorničko-Tuzlanska Eparchy in Bijeljina. No less than 16 residential buildings of Bosnians are to be demolished to create enough space for this construction. 

The Association of Bosnian citizens «Repatriation and sustainable survival» has informed all relevant local, entity and state authorities as well as the international organizations in B&H (OHR, OSCE) of this intention of SPC. 

If this intention of SPC would be carried out, it would represent another form of ethnical suppression of Bosnians from Bijeljina. Both the seat of the Zvorničko-Tuzlanska Eparchy and the monastery of St. Ostrog have been built upon the land where 11 homes of Bosnians had been previously demolished. The inhabitants have been forced to exile. Till present, only two of those families have managed to collect compensation for their demolished homes. 

13.1. Relocation of the church at Konjević Polje

According to the latest agreements between SPC and RS Government, it has ben decided that the Orthodox Church in Konjević Polje (municipality Bratunac, east RS), illegally built at the private backyard of Ms. Fata Orlović is to be relocated. The contention related to that church and its relocation lasted for several years, and the court authorities have not been prepared to issue the final ruling upon the demand of Fata Orlović for relocation of that church. 

It has been previously decided that the church illegally built upon the foundations of former mosque at Divič borough (municipality of Zvornik, east RS), is to be relocated.  

13.2. Construction of the Ferhadi Mosque

Construction of the Ferhadi city Mosque in Banja Luka, demolished by the Serbian authorities on May 7th 1993, has commenced. Subsequent to the said date the remaining 15 mosques of Banja Luka and all remaining mosques of RS have been pulled down. The Islamic community in B&H has decided that the day of May 7th is to be commemorated as the Mosque day in B&H.  

Reconstruction of the Ferhadi Mosque is also financed from the donations of the believers and of various other domestic and foreign institutions.  

The Islamic community (IZ) of B&H draws attention to major obstruction of the RS authorities in respect of reconstruction of mosques and other religious facilities destroyed during the war in B&H. The authorities intentionally complicate issuing of licences for reconstruction of religious facilities and demand obtaining too many a permit, as if it were the case of building of entirely new constructions at entirely new locations. 

Islamic community of B&H states the data which show that during the war in B&H at the territories controlled by Republika Srpska and Croatian Defence Council (Herzeg-Bosnia) 614 mosques, 218 mesjids, 619 mactabs (religious school), 4 tekias and 37 turbes (tomb) and another 405 miscellaneous facilities owned by the IZ of B&H have been demolished. Only one mosque at the village of Baljevina (municipality Modriča, central RS) has not been demolished, although damaged and desecrated.  

13.3. Islamic community sues Banja Luka

The Islamic community of Banja Luka has sued the government of this town for demolishing 16 mosques, claiming the damage of 7.5 million Euros by this appeal.  

The application had been submitted seven years ago, and the first court hearing has been held in May 2007.  

13.4. Restitution of property to the religious communities

The Ministry Council of B&H has accepted the proposal of foundations for entering the new agreement with the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) on restitution of the confiscated property to the Orthodox Church. All particular terms of restitution shall be arranged by the Law on Restitution of B&H, which is still to be passed. 

The similar agreements shall be signed also with the Islamic community of B&H and the Jewish community as well. 

The first agreement on restitution of property to the religious communities has been signed with the Catholic Church of B&H.           

14. SOCIAL RIGHTS

According to the official data of the entity ministries of Labour and Social Welfare, about 145,000 of citizens in B&H are subscribers to social relief. In B&H Federation 103,000 citizens receive social relief, and In Republika Srpska 42,000 citizens 

These figures do not correspond to the actual state of affairs, since a large number of citizens that live in very poor social conditions have never been evidenced at the social service centres. A number of citizens do not even know how to realize their social rights, and yet another number does not want to be evidenced due to very low rates of pecuniary aid.  

The amount of monthly social aid for socially deprived persons in RS is 20 Euros for single person and 40 Euros for families with five or more members. 

The social image of the B&H population is very grim. Every fourth citizen (out of one million) is considered poor.  

About 20 percent of population in B&H is below the level of poverty, and 30 percent are very near that level. According to the international standards a person who spends 4 Euros per day is living below the level of poverty, and the one spending 1 Euro per day lives at the very edge of existence.

For the purpose of improving the social status, B&H should approve and ratify the Social Charter and the European Charter on regional minorities and minority languages as soon as possible.  

The major problem of B&H is realization of rights of minorities, women and children. Therefore the Human Rights Commissioner of the European Council has recommended the B&H authorities that these rights have to be realized according to the European Charter on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

15. MISSING PERSONS

15.1. The Institute for the missing persons of B&H

The Institute for the missing persons (INO) of B&H has been established two years ago, and only by the end of June 2007 had it held its first meeting of management boards. The commencement of operation of INO had been approved by the Minister for human rights and refugees of B&H Safet Halilović, Kathryne Bomberger, General Manager of the ICMP and Matthew Ryckorft, the ambassador of Great Britain in B&H. 

The INO shall unite the hitherto separate searches for persons who went missing during the war (soldiers and civilians) previously led by the entity committees and other organizations. Search for missing persons has hitherto been carried out under the influence of the ruling political structures, but by formation of the INO the searches shall be carried out pursuant to the currently effective Law on missing persons in B&H.   

The INO shall complete the former work of the entity committees involved in search and establish a complete database with data on individual persons considered as missing. Thus all the relevant data related to the missing persons, found persons, exhumed and identified victims of war shall be compiled at one single point. 

The INO shall base its performance upon search for 13,500 still missing persons, regardless of their national, religious or martial origins.  

The members of the INO of B&H are: Jasminka Džumhur, President of the Mangement Board, Milan Anđić, President of the Supervision Board, and Ivo Jurčević, Brano Dursun, Jadranka Duraković, Zoran Perković and Dušan Šehovac, members of the Supervision Board are Vlatko Dugandžić and Sead Muminović. 

The collegiums of the INO Directors are former presidents of the entity committees for missing persons Amor Mašović, Milan Bogdanić and Marko Jurišić.  

15.2. Mass graves

The entity committees for missing persons have commenced in spring this year exhumation at several locations where presence of mass graves of war victims has been established. 

At the mass graves in Zeleni Jadar (municipality of Srebrenica, east RS) remains of 44 persons have been exhumed and at the site of Veliki vrh (municipality Sokolac, central RS) the remains of 32 persons. Both tombs contain the remains of Bosnian victims. 

At the mass grave at the village of Goranci (municipality Mostar) remains of 13 members of B&H Army and three of Civilian Defence forces have been exhumed. 

The identified among the exhumed persons have been buried in the places where they had lived before the war. 

At the city borough of Veljaci, at the outskirts of Bratunac (east RS) remains of 93 identified Bosnians killed in 1992 have been buried. A memorial Centre shall be formed at the burial site, and another 600 Bosnians of the Bratunac municipality killed in war shall also be buried at the site.

At the municipal Moslem graveyard in Brčko remains of 80civilian victims (77 Bosnians and 3 Croats) exhumed last year from the mass grave at the village of Gorice, near Brčko have been buried. They have all been killed in the year of 1992. 

15.3. IDC 

The Investigation Documentation Centre (IDC) Sarajevo has presented the results of their four-year research upon evidencing the citizens who perished in the recent war in B&H, with the title of «Human Casualties in B&H 91-95.».

According to the results obtained by the IDC teams during the war in B&H 97,207 persons had lost their lives, though the figures are still not final. 

According to these data, 64,036 Bosnians, 24,905 Serbs, 7,788 Croats and 478 members of other nations had lost their lives. The average age of the victims ranges between 24 and 25.

The number of civilian victims is 39,684, and of martial 57,523. Majority of victims had perished in the year of 1992 (45,110), and 1995 (19,338). Out of the total number 80,545 had been killed while 16,662 persons are missing. 23 percent of all civilian victims are women.  

Majority of victims had perished at the region of Podrinje 29,752 (east B&H), then in Sarajevo 14,011, Pounje 14,461 (west B&H), Posavina (north B&H) and in central B&H. 

The principal motive of the research is to be found in variety of data on the war victims presented by various organizations, political parties and associations of citizens. According to their estimations in the B&H war between 100,000 and 250,000 citizens had perished. These data had often been manipulated with and used for current political purposes and confrontation of political parties of different national entities.

16. HUMAN TRAFFICKING

The geographic position of B&H allows the international illegal trafficking on humans, controlled substances, weapons and other goods to be carried out through its territory.  

Through well organized channels of the international organized crime groups the illegal trafficking from the East (Asia Minor) over B&H towards the Western Europe countries is being conducted. 

Recent cause for worry is illegal human trafficking. According to the data of the Border Police of B&H during the year of 2006 some 1,289 cases of illegal border trespassing had been discovered, which makes almost the double of the 2005 figures. It is usually the issue of illegal entry into B&H (mostly from Serbia and Montenegro) and illegal exit from B&H over the border with Croatia. 

In majority of cases the trespassers are the economic migrants arriving from the eastern countries who want to be transferred into one of the Western Europe countries. Among these a minor number of trading on women for prostitution purposes had been recorded. 

In order to confront the illegal human trafficking most efficiently the government institutions and the non-government sectors of Montenegro, Serbia, Croatia and B&H have reached mutual conclusions on common action upon this field. 

In the common action «Danube», the police forces of the newly formed countries of former Yugoslavia a major international line of human trafficking from Albania and Turkey towards the EU countries has been discontinued. 

21 persons have been arrested in Slovenia, 19 in Macedonia, 16 in Croatia, 11 in Serbia and 10 in B&H, who had been performing organized illegal transfer of migrants. The route of transfer led from Istanbul over Tirana, Priština, Belgrade, Zagreb and Ljubljana and further on towards the EU countries. The criminals have been charging the migrants with 2-3 thousand Euros per person.  

Trafficking on women for prostitution purposes still goes on in B&H. Along with the young women from other countries the women of B&H also appear as victims of that trafficking. In the year of 2006 out of 71 human trafficking victims 31 were from B&H. 

The Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of B&H has developed a strategy named «Framework for protection of domestic human trafficking victims». A plan on prevention of human trafficking and aid for the victims has been made in cooperation with the non-government organizations that deal with this problem.      

17. SREBRENICA

The Bosnian repatriates in Srebrenica once more have become victims of political manipulations carried out by certain political parties of B&H Federation.     

Urged by these political parties (Party of Democratic Action – SDA and Party for B&H – SB&H) a large number of Bosnian families have left Srebrenica and inhabited the tent camp in Sarajevo. The goal of that protest has been obtaining fulfilment of the demand for special status of Srebrenica, according to Brčko district model and separation from the territorial and constitutional and legal system of RS. 

The protest has been motivated by very unfavourable social and economical conditions in Srebrenica and desire for permanent improvement of the status for all the inhabitants of that town. 

The RS Government has firmly refused separation of Srebrenica from the constitutional and legal system of RS, and reserved the extraordinary eight million Euros as aid to the economic development and creation of new job positions.  This aid has commenced its realization immediately.           

The international community has accepted the plans of the RS Government and promised to additionally support development of Srebrenica and improvement of social status of its inhabitants through donation conferences. 

After two months of dwelling at the tent camp in Sarajevo the citizen of Srebrenica have lost the political support of the Federation parties and were compelled to dislodge the encampment. One part of them returned to Srebrenica and one part moved to the Sarajevo canton, with their relatives or at rented housings 

A special Coordination body for Srebrenica has been formed which shall monitor realization of the project pf aid and reconstruction of economic potentials and individual residing facilities. 

The Office of the High Representative in B&H (OHR) has appointed its special representative for Srebrenica. This representative is Clifford Bond, former USA ambassador in B&H. 

17.1. Legal suit against Netherlands 

The families of Srebrenica genocide victims have submitted the plea against the Government of the Kingdom of Netherland to the United Nations. The plea states that the members of the Dutch army have failed in their mission to protect the citizen of Srebrenica upon its being occupied by the Army of Republika Srpska in July 1995. Subsequent to that event the genocide occurred and about 8,000 men of Srebrenica older than 16 had been killed. 

Some 6,000 family members of genocide victims submit the plea, whereas the aim of the suit is not of financial nature, but gratification of justice is stated as the prevailing goal.  

18. TV SHOWS

1st Telecast

Title:  

"Return -10 years later"

Date:   

June, 16th, 2007

Guests:
Fadil Banjanovic, president of the local community Kozluk



Nedjo Prelovic, president of the local community Sapna



Zoran Jovanovic, representative of the local community Pozarnica

This TV show was dedicated to the problems of return and returnees mainly through the perspective of this very specific target group.

All three TV show guests returned to their pre-war homes and are not active in their local communities. During the show they discussed issues, which are familiar to them. 

Most part of the show was dedicated to problems, returnees are facing with every day, such as problems of education for their children, health care, social welfare, employment. All of them said that local authorities and the international community always come out with data that the return has been finished in a very successful way meaning that the pre war property has been given back, almost in all cases, to the real owners. But the guests mentioned the fact that return of property is not followed by the return of people. As they said, both, local authorities and representatives of  the international community are aware of this fact but do not take any steps to change this situation and to support the sustainable return of people. All of them agreed that the obstruction of local authorities is visible in all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina when it comes to the fulfilment of  basic human rights of returnees. The guests appealed to returnees to get organised and to jointly fight for rights which are guaranteed by the Law. As they said, only through joint powers, certain requests could be realised. 

Several viewers from Bosnia and Herzegovina called directly into the program, expressed their problems related to the topic of the TV show and asked for assistance and advices for solving their personal problems in regard to return issues. 

This TV show was broadcast live on the regional TV station RTV BN in Bijeljina. 
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