
Continued discrimination against Roma
and other violations of their basic rights, es-
pecially with regard to housing, were
among the main human rights concerns in
Greece. The degrading living conditions of
the Roma, combined with governmental in-
action to improve them, resulted in Greece
becoming the first European Union mem-
ber state to receive the Housing Rights
Violator Award presented by the Centre on
Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE), a
Geneva-based NGO dealing with housing
issues and evictions.1 What is more, Greek
Helsinki Monitor (GHM, IHF member) as
well as state and court officials were sub-
jected to harassment and prosecution for
their activities to defend the Roma’s right to
adequate housing. 

Racism and xenophobia were among
other serious human rights issues. A high-
ly publicized gang rape of a 16-year-old
pupil of Bulgarian origin, followed by
racist insults and threats against the vic-
tim forcing her and her family to leave the
community,2 revealed the prevailing racial
and xenophobic atmosphere. The me-
dia’s inappropriate and sensationalist
manner of reporting on the issue further
incited the already existing undertones of
intolerance. 

A report by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(CPT) published in December shed light
on the persisting problems of police ill-
treatment, infringements of the basic rights
of detainees, and poor conditions in many
prisons and detention facilities. 

Violence against women and domestic
violence remained high on the human
rights agenda because of prevalent atti-
tudes toward women and their roles in so-
ciety. In 2006, there were no governmen-
tal institutions to protect their rights and to
prosecute any crimes committed against
them, though draft legislation was being
prepared. 

Torture and inhuman or degrading
treatment 

Incidents of abuse of power amount-
ing to torture by law enforcement officials
brought to the light once more serious hu-
man rights violations committed by police
officers, as well as the unwillingness of
Greek authorities to openly denounce and
punish such violations.

The CPT published in December a
highly critical report based on its visit to
Greece in 2005. It stated that a consider-
able number of persons interviewed by
the delegation alleged they had been ill-
treated by police officers. The alleged ill-
treatment consisted mostly of kicks, pun-
ches and blows with batons or various
other objects, often inflicted during ques-
tioning. There were also allegations about
the use of excessive force at the time of
arrest. According to the CPT, in some cas-
es the ill-treatment alleged could be con-
sidered as amounting to torture and the
conditions at some police establishments
amounting to inhuman and/or degrading
treatment. 

The CPT particularly emphasized the
need to respect the fundamental rights of
detainees to inform a close relative or an-
other third party of their choice of their sit-
uation, and to have access to a lawyer and
a doctor - rights that were all too often not
respected in Greece. For example, in a
number of cases detainees had been de-
nied access to a lawyer had been delayed
for periods up to three days. In most of
these cases, the persons concerned al-
leged that they were ill-treated during their
arrest and interrogation. Many of these
persons were foreigners.3

Conditions in the detention facilities
for illegal migrants in Athens, in the Evros
region and on the islands of Chios and
Mytilini were of particular concern to the
CPT. Most of the facilities visited were in a
poor state of repair, unhygienic and lacking
in basic amenities.
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The CPT noted that prisons in Greece
remained overcrowded and offered only
an impoverished regime for prisoners.
Prison health care services also required
further investment. While few cases of
physical ill treatment of prisoners by staff
were brought to the attention of the CPT,
inter-prisoner violence appeared to be on
the rise.4

Minority rights

The Roma
Widespread discrimination against

Roma, particularly in the field of housing,
continued in 2006.5 COHRE gave Greece
one of its 2006 Housing Rights Violator
Awards for the country’s systematic policy
of forced evictions and its practice of igno-
rance of decisions from regional and inter-
national human rights bodies. The award
cites “pervasive and persistent discrimina-
tion” against the Roma in access to hous-
ing and other basic services, such as water
and electricity, as well as the segregation
and forced evictions as practiced by local
authorities. It was explicitly stated that “the
shacks of the Roma in Patras, Athens or

Aspropyrgos are no different from those in
slums in Nairobi or Manila.”6

◆ Roma houses were bulldozed in a
“clean-up”of two Roma settlements,
Riganokambos and Makriyiannis, by the lo-
cal authorities in Patras - a city selected as
the cultural capital of Europe for 2006.
Since July, 400 Roma, among them the
family of Antonis Georgakopoulos with six
children (see photo), have lost their
homes. The family was not offered new
housing and had to sleep in their pickup
truck. Apart from police conducting patrols
to force out the few last residents, rubble
is reported to being dumped on the set-
tlements.7

The European Committee of Social
Rights (ECSR) of the Council of Europe
concluded, for the second year in a row,
that Greek policies on housing of Roma
breached article 16 (right to adequate
housing) of the European Social Charter
and that Greece has not taken adequate
measures to rectify the violation. The ECSR
further noted that Roma continued to be
evicted from settlements without being of-
fered alternative housing.8
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The family of Antonis Georgopoulos, with six children, was left homeless after their shack in Patras
was bulldozed in September 2006. © Niki Kitsantonis



Women’s rights 

Violence against women
A draft law to counter domestic vio-

lence was published in October. The
Hellenic Republic National Commission for
Human Rights (NCHR)9 considered the law
a positive step, but weak in some areas. For
example, the bill failed to address “violence
against women” directly (instead the term
“domestic violence” was used) leaving the
entire situation to be gender neutral. In ad-
dition the bill did not provide a ministry for
family welfare, meaning that cases of vio-
lence against women would still be dealt
only by prosecutors and police officers al-
though law enforcement officials have
been inefficient and inappropriate in their
dealings with domestic violence, and vio-
lence against women. The law was enacted
in January 2007 (L3500/2007) without
the amendments proposed by NGOs.

The NCHR also mentioned the fact
that the Greek government has not met the
four deadlines given to instigate the EU’s
framework regulations (L82/1/22-3-2001
and directive 2004/80/EC relating to com-
pensation to crime victims). The deadlines
were 22 March 2002, 22 March 2004, 1
January 2006, and 22 March 2006.

The weaknesses of the draft law
stemmed largely from the fact that law en-
forcement and other public officials were
not expected to be able to implement it ef-
fectively. While the police manual from
2005 offered information on how to deal
with domestic violence, there were no
specifically trained officers at each police
station to deal with such cases. Additio-
nally, witnesses and victims were not pro-
vided adequate protection while prosecu-
tors were not given the right to issue re-
straining orders to prevent further abuse.
The lack of an institution or ministry for
family affairs or women and children also
meant that there were no shelters that
women could voluntarily go to in order to
avoid domestic violence and a lack of in-
frastructure to see that they were properly
prosecuted. 

In addition, prevailing attitudes
made fighting violence against women
difficult. Many people still believed that
women cannot be raped if they are with-
in a marriage, an attitude supported by
Greek Orthodox scriptures and reflected
in the draft law which does not provide
for adequate protection against marital
rape.
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