1

TRRTARNANR The Montagnard Human Rights Organization (MHRO)

MHRO

1720 Hillsborough St. Suite LL Two Raleigh, NC 27605
Tel: (919) 828-8185 Fax: (919) 828-8230
Email: rongnay@mhro.org Website: http://www.mhro.org

February 2, 2012

H.E. Mr. Anwar KEMAL

President of the Committee on the

Elimination of Racial Discrimination

and Committee Members

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner Human Rights
CERD Secretariat

8-14 Avenue de la Paix

CH 1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

80" Session of the Committee on the Elimination of Réal Discrimination (CERD)
February 13-March 9, 2012

“Racial Discrimination and Ethnic Cleansing Policies perpetrated against the Montagnard
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-Report compiled by the Montagnard Human Rights Orgnization, USA
His Excellency Mr. Kemal and Members of the Comesitt

We, the Montagnard Human Rights Organization, stibns report on behalf of the Montagnard
Indigenous Peoples of Vietnam’s Central Highland te 88" session of the UN Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. This douent will reflect certain recent violations
towards the Montagnard “Anak Cu Chiang” peoplesnglwith a summary of persistent
discrimination and policies of ethnic cleansing efhhave been extant in Vietham since 1975 and
earlier.

*Please note the report will delete specific refences to individuals who are at risk, are in
prison, or who have suffered human rights violatios. A prisoner list with names is available
to the Country Rapporteur upon request.

The report will expand upon on the information uimented in the detailed report submitted to
CERDS on behalf of the Montagnards, in th& S@ssion, July 17-Augug001compiled by the
VIETNAM COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS, an affiliate orgnization of the International
Federation of Human Rights League (FIDdthd recent testimony from a U.S. Congressional
Hearing Jan. 24, 2012, entitled, “Examining Ongdihuman Rights Violations in Vietnam.”
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It is deeply disturbing that most of the violatsocited over 10 years ago in this report to theédhi
Nations persist, and the policies of ethnic disaration and persecution have worsened in the
Central and Northern Highlands of Vietham.

According to a Human Rights Watch WORLD REPORT,201January and May, United Nations
independent experts who had visited Vietnam in 200@ UN special rapporteur on human rights
and extreme poverty urged the government to ratify implement major human rights treaties,
including the Convention against Torture and Oterel, Inhumane or degrading treatment. The
UN special rapporteur on minority issues issuecdeenaritical report, “acknowledging some
progress but raising concerns about the potenrgiailad of religious freedom and “other serious
violations of civil rights.” The rapporteur alsoiptedly noted that obstacles during her visit
“impeded her ability to obtain perspectives otliemt those in consonance with official Government
positions.”

Our report will focus on Montagnard ethnic disdnation in the following areas:

a) Religious Persecution

b) Arbitrary Arrest/ Prisoner Abuse

c) Ethnic Cleansing Vietnam has intentionally created systematice@donomic policies that
have intensified poverty among the indigenous pEyglromoted government land seizure of
Montagnard ancestral lands and private farms, lld@ducation, obstructed development
assistance for the Montagnards and encouragedspiamsored migration of Vietnamese into
Montagnard ancestral lands resulting in furthergmalization and assimilation of the tribes
peoples

Religious Persecution

The international rights group, HUMAN RIGHTS WATQtéas released a 2011 detailed report on
the continuing abuse of Montagnard Christians en@entral Highlands, “Montagnards Christians
in Vietham: A Case Study in Religious Repression”

An excerpt reads:
“2001-2011: Cycles of Repression

“The Viethamese government has launched a seriemokdowns during the last 10 years
to suppress political organizing and independdigiogis activities among Montagnard
Christians. Elite security units have hunted dowd arrested Montagnard activists in
hiding and sealed off the border with Cambodiarevent asylum seekers from fleeing
the country.

During these crackdowns, authorities have committedr-cut violations of fundamental
rights, including arbitrary arrest, imprisonmentddorture. Officials have employed
coercion to pressure Montagnards to renounce itblggion and pledge their loyalty to

the government and the Communist Party of VietrRaotice have used excessive force to
dispel largely peaceful protests, resulting indbaths of as many as eight Montagnards
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during demonstrations in April 200s well as injuries and deaths of others during
arrest and in police custody. At various timestrietions have been placed on travel
within the highlands, on public gatherings, andelaphone communication with the
outside world.

Public Denunciation Ceremonies and Forced Renuncimin of Faith

Vietnamese government authorities persist in fgréffontagnard villagers to publicly recant
their religion, despite strict prohibitions on fettrenunciations of faith set out in Decree
22.Throughout 2010 and early 2011, hundreds of Morgedgiin the Central Highlands
were pressured or coerced to abandon Dega Prdisstan public criticism ceremonies by
signing pledges or through intimidation in privateetings with police or local authorities.”

ARBITRARY ARREST AND PRISONER ABUSE

Human Rights Watch, in the 2011 reportalso documents Vietnam'’s violations of its own
Constitution and Penal Code in its arrest and btrgatment of prisoners:

“Since 2001, more than 350 Montagnards have be#ersged to long prison sentences on
vaguely-defined national security charges for threiolvement in public protests and
unregistered house churches considered subverngielgovernment, or for trying to flee to
Cambodia to seek asylum. They include Dega chutiists as well as Montagnard
Christians who do not describe themselves as feltswsf Dega Protestantism, including
pastors, house church leaders, and land rightaststi

Charges brought against them include underminatigmal solidarity (Penal Code article 87) or ditimg
security (article 89). At least 65 of the Montagisaimprisoned since 2001 were arrested trying ¢& se
safety and political asylum in Cambodia. They wertenced to prison in Vietham on charges of ‘figei
abroad to oppose the People’s Administration” ¢t91).

By making peaceful dissent and unsanctioned religis activities criminal acts, the
Vietnamese government disregards fundamental rightand Vietham's own commitments
under international human rights treaties it has sgned, including the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, acceded to by Vietna in 1982.

The forced return of asylum seekers violates theghts to leave one's country and to seek asylum
outside of one's country, which are recognized inricles 13 and 14 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

At least 300 Montagnards currently remain in prisomre awaiting trial. During 2009 and
2010, Vietnamese state media reported that 12 Moatds were tried and sentenced to
prison; it is unknown how many others were trieghiaceedings not covered in the state
press, or were detained without trial in governnfedtcation centers’cp so giao duor
trung tam giao duc thuong xuyen

The arrests are ongoing, with more than 70 Montafgnarrested or detained during 2010 in
Gia Lai Province alone.” - Human Rights Watch
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Montagnards who are arrested are often severetgmea tortured in police custody and

pre-trial detention. Since 2001, according to HRMeast 25 Montagnards have died in prisons,
jails, or police lock-ups after beatings or illnessustained while in custody, or shortly aftenpei
prematurely released by prison authorities to gitalsor home.

This Report to the CERDS COMMITTEE asks the Conerito note the cruel amiiscriminatory
punishment that the Vietnamese government impgsas the indigenous Montagnardven in
prison Testimony has been submitted to the U.S. Houseidio Affairs Committee, Subcommittee
on Africa, Global Health and Human Rights U.S. Qesgional Hearing Jan. 24, 2012 entitled
“Examining the Ongoing Human Rights Violations iletam”. ( seehttp://www.hcfa.house.ggv
including the following account from a Viethamesespner who had been imprisoned in Ha Nam
Prison near Hanoi and who observed the harsh aedminatory conditions Montagnard prisoners
experienced, conditions that were much more saharethose of the ethnic majority Vietnamese
(Kinh) population in the prison. (* Names withheld

Testimony has been provided to the U.S. Congressracommendations on behalf of the
Montagnard people. One letter states:

“To: Members of

United States House of Representatives

Hanoi, May 12, 2011

Subject: Intervention for Christian Montagnard Prisonersin Nam Ha Prison, Vietham

Dear Sirs and Madams,

My name is , and | was imprisoned by thetiamese authorities for four years for wrongful
charge of‘propaganda against the Government of the Socidtispublic of Vietnaméaccording to
Article 88 of Viethamese Criminal Code (VCC). Whiletained in Nam Ha prison from January 4
2008 to March 6, 2011, | learned of numerous urgases; among those, approximately 80 Christian
prisoners, who are indigenous minority from Cenittighlands (Montagnards) that need your urgent
attention and intervention. These impoverishedwaraer-privileged Christians have been unjustly
persecuted and imprisoned for their struggle fbgiss freedom and other basic freedoms. (See
Attachments A & B)

I share their will and belief, and feel it is mytgdo publicize their cases and request your a8sist in
regaining their basic human rights.

Causes of their struggles

The highlands of Central Vietham, an area of 54688 include five provinces including Dac Lac, Gia
Lai, Kon Tum, Dac Nong and Lam Dong with a popwatof about 5.2 million inhabitants. This
population indicates a huge surge from 1,225 nmilli1976 (consisting of various indigenous tofal o
853,820, or 69.7%) and 4,668 million in 2004 (cetisg of indigenous total of 1,181,337, or 23.38&6),
a result of aggressive mass migration since thens€quently, the indigenous ethnics became
minorities who suffer strict control by the newlawtties, especially in regard to their land, natur
resources, affected culture, faith, and religion.

Suppression due to religion and ethnicity

The new authorities started to unfairly treat thghtands Christian ethnics soon after April of 1975
with the demolition of many of their churches; atref their pastors, missionaries, and Church iaii¢
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and prohibition of religious masses and activitidse suppression that lasted over 20 years fofeed t
Christian ethnics (mainly Ede, Jarai, Bahnar, ambivy) to exercise their right of demonstration
accorded by Article 69 (entitlement of basic fre@dd of Vietham’s Constitution.

In February of 2001, tens of thousands of ethpésticipated in a demonstration for several days.
Eventually the protests were suppressed withoutyray both the police and army, resulting in
numerous casualties and unaccountable cases, lassvietcing thousands to escape to Cambodia to
seek asylum. Among thousands of arrested or sunuingoms, approximately 500 were secretly tried
and sentenced from 2 to 18 years in prison accgiirticle 87 VCC (undermining the national
unity) and/or to Article 89 VCC (causing public dider). The rest of the detainees were held without
trial from 3 to 9 months. The authorities contindie€iir oppression with slandering campaigns both
domestically and abroad against the Christian eshfilaming them for their part in the pre-1975
FULRO movement and to advocating for the separatisfound the Degar nation under the pretext of
religious activities. In April 2004, a second majl@monstration took place to oppose the suppressive
measures but was, again, brutally crushed whictoeadimerous arrests and escapees between 2005 and
2008.

Crimes and trials

Among the detainees, many were tortured and gaeedaconfessions. They were later tried in camera,
without the presence of relatives or legal reprigam. Though most of the victims claimed their
demonstrations were for religious freedom, humghts, and land recovery, they were still wrongly
tried according to Article 87 VCC (for people whene accused of organizing and stimulating people
attending demonstrations), to Article 89 VCC (farfripants of demonstrations) and to Article 91
VCC (for people attempting to leave the country).

The application of Article 91 VCC (fleeing abroadto oppose the people’s government) by the
Vietnamese courts was unreasonable since the vicsrhad left their local residence to avoid
oppression but they were still inside ViethnamTheir sentences were also too harsh. For instance
Gialai was sentenced to 9 years; and __ , _ Gia l(ai) were sentenced to 4 years imprisonment
(from their total sentences of 17 and 14 yearse@sgely). _ is a special case. He was captured
after being repatriated by the UNHCR in Cambodid later sentenced to 10 years imprisonment.

Detention far away from home

After their trials, all victims were held very fiom home, with most transferred to prisons in Nort
Vietnam. In 2008, it was reported that the Nam Hsgm, about 1,200 km away from the Central
Highlands, was holding about 200 Christian ethracs| about 100 in Thanh Hoa prison, over 1,000 km
away.

It is very inhumane to hold prisoners far away fromtheir homes, especially for the ethnics who
were held in drastically different climates. They vere forced to leave their familiar cool Highlands
for the North where it is too hot in the summer andoo cold in the winter. The communication

with the families is very limited because Montagnat prisoners must speak or write in Kinh
Vietnamese, which is not their native language. Ladrs of Montagnards via mail rarely reached
their families. While Kinh Vietnamese prisoners can receive osé with food supply and one
package of food (5 Kg) via mail per month, moséatiees of Montagnard prisoners were able to afford
due to poverty - only one visit per annum. Abou¥2&f the families could only make visit once every
two or three years. About 5% of the Montagnardgmess have never received visitors. The rare visits
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of their family relatives are especially emotiogalraining because most prisoners are between@0 an
50 years old and fathers with very young children.

It is worth mentioning that only direct relative® allowed to visit prisoners. This regulation Eets
friends from visiting and sending food to the Martard prisoners. Due to irregular food supply,
Montagnard prisoners suffer from their malnutritidimeir health is poor, and some die from unknown
causes. For instance, Mr. ___ (Gia Lai) sufferstt@ke and became bedridden since 2008. His legs
are paralyzed, preventing him taking care of hiiné& has asked for release for treatment but bas n
received an answer. In a few cases, Montagnards reerased early due to serious illness to die at
home.

Even in prison, the ethnic minorities have faced dcrimination. The clean water supplied to them
is rationed. They have to work 8 hours per day anthave to reach the minimum production norm.
They are shackled if they denied forced labor. Dedje the fact that they have achieved the same
performance in labor and re-education, the term ofmprisonment reduction for Montagnards is
always the half of the reduced term for Kinh Vietnanese political or criminal prisoners. Many
Montagnards receive no reduction without an explanton. As already mentioned, all ethnic
prisoners are Christian followers; however, they ae not allowed to receive bibles, hymnals, and
religious books, which again is a violation of prign regulations

Recommendations:
The Montagnards living in Tay Nguyen were only eigng their rights to religious freedom and to
life. The Vietnamese authorities have detainedtead them arbitrarily. Their detention in places f

away from their families is inhumane. Thereforask you to urge the Vietnamese Government to:

1) Grant amnesty to all ethnic prisoners becawsg have already served at least one-third of their
sentences;

2) While awaiting their amnesty, consider theieese based on humanitarian reasons. Their
imprisonment terms could be considered for redndtecause they have served at least more than one-
third of their sentences according to article 58CC, and they could be released because they have
served at least more than one-half of their seeteaccording to article 58 (3) VCC.

(In the attached lists | recommend three categofieslease: 1) immediate release, 2) release3and
reduction of prison term and then release in neat)y

3) While awaiting the amnesty decision and release,

a. Have them moved to their local prisons, whighrauch closer to their home for their family’s
visiting convenience;

b. Stop all types of discrimination against ethgrisoners while considering the reduction of their
sentences;

c. Guarantee the minimum standards of healthcaoglsfand other living conditions;
d. Ensure their religious activities are free irs@ns; and

e. Allow diplomatic representatives to visit ethpitsoners.



4) Release Mr. for his urgent medical treatnaéhbme.

(*End of Witness Statement on Behalf of Montagriaaditical Prisoners)

Ethnic Cleansing

As cited in an earlier CERDS Report from the Vietn@ommittee on Human Rights, “the 1992
Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnammagantees ‘equality, solidarity and mutual
assistance among all nationalities, and forbida@h of national discrimination and division’
(Article 5). However, the SRV/GVN Constitution, lealson Communist Party principles, has a
number of articles that exploit the indigenous peoles and condone racial discriminationThe
government uses the Constitution to justify goveentpolicies of ethnic cleansing and racial
discrimination. Such policies and programs havenbegensifying in the past 20 years.

The issue of assimilation and ethnicity is closedgociated with the use (and abuse) of language.
For example, the phrase “ethnic minority’ is onattis often rejected by the tribes peoples of the
Central Highlands, though government officials, BiMities, and the international community often
refer to the “indigenous peoples” in this mannsrieghnic minorities”

In the mind of the Montagnards, the term “mindrityplies an inherent or symbolic
connection/relationship with a “majority,” in thtgse the Vietnamese or “Kinh” population, an
ethnic group that is linguistically and ethnicadlympletely distinct and different from the Central
Highlands tribal peoples. The indigenous Montagsala not share a cultural bond with the
lowlander Vietnamese or Kinh peoples and the hydtetween the two races has been filled with
mistrust and profound discrimination targeting tinghlanders for over a century.

The original tribal inhabitants of the Central Hlignds, often called “Montagnards” or sometimes
referred to as Dega People or the “Anak Cu Chiafwgiich means “Sons and Daughters of the
Highlands/Mountains”) have an ancient Malayo-Po$yae and Mon Khmer background, unlike
the Viethamese or Kinh peoples whose ancient anycsstied to China.

LAND AND AGRICULTURAL POLICY

The government’s policies of forced resettlemetdteSappropriation of land and population
displacement have taken away the Montagnards taghtvn and inherit their ancestral homelands.
These policies constitute “ethnic cleansing” astthml peoples experience their entire way of, life
their cultural “soul” being eradicated by the goweent and its policies to confiscate ancestral
Montagnard lands. Such policies by the governmamnéideepened the level of poverty experienced
by the Montagnards in the Central Highlands ancehanpacted all aspects of the quality of life and
health of the highlander peoples. This is evidesfa@e dramatic and systematic Hanoi government
policy since 1975 intended to de-stabilize, damagd,quietly destroy the indigenous populations.

Today the Montagnard indigenous peoples are degperaave land to farm, to hold on to their
family farm or to buy a small piece of land frone thovernment or from a North Viethamese who
has resettled in the Central Highlands. The govenirhas seized so much land from the
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indigenous peoples. For these reasons, the Montédgaee often beaten or killed as a consequence
of land rights disputes with Vietnamese policeeadtlers who now reside in the Central Highlands
on Montagnard ancestral land. The government atfindi@ ignores the pleas for justice and land
rights and they retaliate by arrests and imprisortro€hundreds who simply want the right to farm
and to survive.

This practice of ethnic cleansing includes theegnment making subtle, but very intentional
changes to official maps of Vietham in the lastatkr Former Montagnard names of rivers, forests,
provinces, towns, and hamlets are now being “Vimirad” into names that have transformed. It is
a very apparent assimilation technique which cdsrtipe tribal language into a name that is not
quite tribal, yet has Vietnamese language charigtits. This report urges the UN Committee to be
aware that an entire culture and race of peogbeirsg destroyed through policies of ethnic
cleansing.

In 2001 and 2004, over 30,000 Montagnards protest@deiku and DakLak cities for land rights,
religious freedom, human rights violation and rgtd self-determination. The government of
Vietnam refused the Montagnard Indigenous Peopibssrto own their lands and used force;
military, police, tanks and helicopters to crusé gnotest. As a result, over 100 were killed,
wounded and 1000 missing never found. The govemhofev/ietham also cut off their living by
the following measures:

1. All the privately owned property of Montagnards wesnfiscated forever, (rice fields,
automobiles, coffee, rubber, plantations, housattlec etc.) will never be returned to the
Montagnards.

2. The government of Vietham monopoly took possessfdrlontagnard people’s fertile lands
and allocated one-acre for each family no matter many members were in the family and
established agriculture around the villages. Thet & large fertile farmland of the
Montagnards has been given to the North Viethameételegal papers. The indigenous
Montagnards have been treated with crushing corttedigcrimination, stealing, robbing
and the destruction of the Montagnard properties.

The local governments and “Peoples committeesbsiralways support the new Viethamese
settlers in land conflicts or political issues. Medile, the government clears and demolishes
all the forests and jungles which have a devagiatnpact on the tribal peoples, in emotional,
cultural and socio-economic ways.

The response to the Montagnards from the governmentonsistent message of racial hatred
and discrimination:

The message: “You are wrong, you are bad and yeuaartackward people.” The
government belittles and blames the Montagnard Ipe&uch actions by the government
become a psychological tool used by to demorahpsea who still have the spirit and the
enormous courage to raise a voice of oppositidghéaovernment.
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The economic policy of the government of Vietnamesy strict for Montagnards to borrow
money. Over 95 percent of the Montagnards arelmived to borrow money from the
government because the Montagnards do not hawexthity to pay a deposit.

EDUCATION POLICIES OF ASSIMILATION AND DISCRIMINATI  ON

The government of Vietnam has obliged the Montadyp&ople to learn and use only the
Vietnamese language, which is a national languddpe Montagnard languages are used as
unwritten languages or as a language that the gmaat can monitor and more easily assimilate
the Montagnard people.

1. After 1975, the Hanoi Government confiscated abiksoin Montagnard language, burned

4.

them all and forced the Montagnard Indigenous Resofa study Vietnamese and prohibited
them from learning or speaking their own diale@tsday in the Central Highlands many
Montagnard children and students only speak Viegsmand gradually forget their own
dialects.

Most elementary schools in villages and hamletewempletely closed since 1975. The
existing provincial secondary schools and collesyesoften only reserved for Viethamese
students. Because many Montagnards have been fioréeave their villages for relocation
far away from school, far from the city 20 to 30esj the Montagnard students are poorest
in Vietham since they do not have transportatiooadimmute to the city to attend school.
The Montagnards living in these remote areas aréeiag given a chance at life or
education.

The government of Vietham has passed down lawslgtiolyg the Montagnard students to
go abroad to study or to access scholarshipsthedviontagnard students who can attend
university in Vietnam, the school fees are veryhragd there is no boarding schools for the
Montagnard students.

Today, the Central Highlands University at DakiBlai Hoc Tay Nguyen) Montagnards
students comprise only 1% compared with thousah¥setnamese students. The
Government uses the “Central Highlands Universitytl the name of Montagnard students
only for propaganda to ask for help and to supg@tnamese students from the outside
world.

In January 2012, there are over 15,000 Vietnamestudents allowed to study in the
United States and not a single Montagnard student his Report emphasizes the extreme
ethnic discrimination towards the indigenous Montg peoples since 1975. The Vietnam
government often blames Montagnard students fobeioty qualified for education abroad.
It is yet another example of systematic policy dismation towards the indigenous
peoples.

After 1975, teachers in the school system taughtMbntagnard children to hate the American,
French and Chinese people accusing them of mugl#dreir families and accusing them as
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being the cause of all suffering and death. Egehpool in the morning before school starts,
students have to sing songs to praise Ho Chi Minh greatest leader of Vietnam history who
brought hope, peace and happiness for Vietnam.

To prepare for socialization with tourists, foreigsitors or any delegations from the outside to
visit Vietham, the government trains Vietnameselsiiis and teachers to speak Montagnard
languages. The Montagnard people are rarely alldeedcialize with foreign visitors. If they
allow Montagnards to speak, the Vietnamese police gspeak Montagnard language have to be
there to listen, monitor and record. The policausiég throughout the Central Highlands is
extremely tight in every Montagnard village.

5. After the crackdown 2001-2004, the Montagnard ledmus Peoples who graduated from
College were forced to join Communist Party of Waeh if they wanted a job or if they
wanted their children to receive higher educatidre government of Vietnam did not force
South Vietnamese to join the Communist Party bey forced the Montagnards. The
government has trained Montagnard Communist Pagmbers to be against all others
Montagnards including the Montagnards overseas.

CULTURAL ASSIMILATION POLICY/ ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

After taking over South Vietnam in 1975, the goveemt of Vietnam immediately embarked on
programs aimed at the destruction of the survittogtagnards’ way of life by forcing the
Montagnard Indigenous Peoples into the VietnameHlaral sphere. Most Viethamese from the
North who resettled to the Central Highlands werepdly angry and resented, if not hated, the
Montagnard people for the Montagnard support tdRtemch and Americans during the French-
Indochina and Vietnam War.

Montagnards in the Central Highland recall distagotomments such dé/e do not want to see a
savage’s customs herd.et them preserve it in Western Europe or US Zobsese actions were
not only from new settlers, but the Central anal@overnments who strongly supported the new
Vietnamese settlers and they ignored any compl&ios the indigenous Montagnard people. For
these reason the Montagnards were expected to:

-Live intermixed with Vietnamese where they wergbfdden to observe their traditional
practices, in particular, religious observancebis program was intended to cut all Montagnard
ties from villages, communities and kin groupshait “transition to socialism” which is in
actuality Vietnamization by any other name.

-The Montagnard Indigenous Peoples traditions aistoms were systematically abolished
because the government says they were differentuaaivilized customs”. It was at this time
that the Montagnard traditional clothing was repthc

-The sacred burial plots of the Central Highlanttidenous Peoples known as ‘msat’ have
often been violated by the Government of Vietnaioh lacal provincial cadre or Viethamese
settlers who are guilty of stealing precious catartifacts or destroying burial land for private
development. There is further exploitation by th@ernment which uses the Montagnard
sacred burials and ancient wooden sculptures gtrattimes border the graves in more remotes
areas) as a showcase of “ethnic minority culture.”
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-Villages in the Central Highlands that once udegteants in the traditional way of farming,
logging and transportation, are now used by Statesored tourist groups that promote
“elephant rides” and “authentic” ethnic minoritylitwe. The indigenous peoples often do not
benefit from the profits of such tourist initiatszeElephants, which were once an integral part of
Montagnard village life, spirituality and cultune certain areas, have now almost disappeared
due to killing for their tusks or the loss of habitThis is particularly true in the Ban Don area.

-International environmental groups and other oizgions have noted that the extreme logging
of hardwood forests in the Central Highlands arititensified development and extensive
mining operations (current and future) will havieag-term, devastating environmental and
socio-economic impact on those remaining indigerpmmilations struggling to survive in the
Central Highlands. Such mining will adversely affée water quality of aquifers, rivers, soils,
and ecosystem. Precious species of animals antsflane already been lost or are endangered
in the Central Highlands. Vietham'’s policies ofrm@thviolations include the environmental
violations that impact the indigenous populatiohthe Central Highlands.

Development and Health Care

A statistic has just been released in Vietnanowperation with United Nations Agencies,
UNICEF and UNFPA.

Ha Noi, 16 December 201% A report from Viet Nam’s Multiple Indicator Cltes Survey (MICS)
2010-2011 reveals “persisting disparities in thediand well-being of children and women in Viet
Nam, across regions, by gender, area of residareadth, and ethnicity.

The survey was carried out between 2010 and 201hé§eneral Statistics Office (GSO) in close
collaboration with various line ministries and Ubleaicies UNICEF and UNFPA. It provides a
comprehensive, updated picture of the situatiochdfiren and women in Viet Nam.

In the area of immunization, the report shows jilisit two out of five children between 12 and 23
months are fully immunized in Viet Nam. There isa considerable gap between rural and urban
areas, with one in two urban children fully immuedz compared to only one in three in rural areas.

In the field of water and sanitation, the MICS 2&101 1 findings reveal that more than seven out of
ten Viethamese have access to drinking water apcowed sanitation facilitiegdowever, a

person living in a Kinh or Hoa household is more thn twice as likely to have access to those
facilities as a person living in an ethnic minorityhousehold.

When it comes to nutrition, the report shows threstrty one in every four children under five is
stunted, that is, shorter than he or she shoufdri@s or her agelhe stunting rate among ethnic
minority children is twice as high as the stuntingate among their Kinh or Hoa peers.

The survey also provides data on women's reprogubtalth. For example, most women aged 15-
49 who gave birth in the two years preceding theesureceived antenatal care at least once by
skilled personnel, and two-third had the recommdrfdar antenatal care visits. Nine out of ten
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deliveries took place in health facilitiddowever, significant disparities emerge by ethnity:
virtually all women in Kinh or Hoa households delivered in a health facility compared to three
out of five women from ethnic minority households.

“The report provides evidence that ethnic minorities are not faring well in most surveyed
areas. The data generated by the MICS 2010-2011 Walllow policymakers to identify and
target their resources to those population groupsiat are in most need of attention and should
be the focus of collective development efforts. Thiwould allow the benefits of Viet Nam’s
economic growth to reach women and children in akthnic, economic and social groups.”

MICS is an international household survey initiatiwhich UNICEF has used since the mid-1990s
to assist countries in collecting and analyzin@datorder to monitor the situation of children and
women.

In another Report from the United Kingdom: Foreagrd Commonwealth Officéjuman Rights
and Democracy: The 2010 Foreign & Commonwealthc®fReport - Vietnan81 March

2011, available atttp://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4d99aa7b50.h{adcessed 4 January
2012] it cites in the section:

“Minorities and other discriminated groups

“The Viethamese government acknowledges that ilsié@ do more to close the gap in living
standards between ethnic minorities and the Kinjontg In July, the UN Independent Expert on
Minority Rights visited Vietnam. The UN Independé&npert on Human Rights and Extreme
Poverty visited in August. Both commended governnmtiatives to improve the socio-economic
wellbeing of minorities in Vietnanfut highlighted that minority groups remained the poorest

in society. The Independent Expert on Minority Rights undered the importance of ethnic
minorities having the right to participate fullydaeffectively in decision-making that affected thei
communities, including economic development prgjeetd land re-settlement issues. The
Independent Expert on the question of human rightsextreme poverty urged the government to
strengthen and implement effective and accessiblghanisms for complaints.

The lack of adequate health care for the indigeMdoistagnards has been documented since 1975.
After 1975, all dispensaries in the Montagnardagéls and hamlets were completely closed and
abandoned. The existing clinics and hospitals areguily in the provinces and the cities. The
Montagnard people have been forced to relocatentmte areas having to walk one or two days to
get to the hospital when they were sick. No emargenedical services were accessible. When the
Montagnard people were sick there would not be ghaare as the majority of nurses are
Vietnamese. Many patients do not have enough mtmpgy doctors.

Those Montagnard nurses and doctors who previdwshtraining from the South government
were compelled by the authorities to only cleanhtbgpital. They were not allowed to treat
wounded or sick people. Montagnard students Fewepportunities for medical school because
their parents are poor and the government hasegrtbem.

Since 1975, the government abandoned most of theddoard villages where patients suffer from
Hansen’s disease commonly known as leprosy. Lepriasigs in the Central Highlands where
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American Missionaries served during the Vietnam MWach as Buon Ea Ana in Buon Ama Thuot,
Plei Domak in Cheo Reo, and Plei Dak Kia in Kontwere neglected for years. Patients could not
provide food for themselves and the governmenndicallow any foreign NGOs or Charities
organization to visit these clinics for many yednsernational humanitarian aid rarely reached
these Montagnard villages. The policy of the gowent has been to restrict development
assistance for the tribal peoples resulting inesuify and conditions of misery while the rest of
Vietnam and the quality of life has improved thrbagt Vietnam, especially in the area of health
care and education.

SUMMARY

The history of the Montagnard indigenous tribalgdes of the Central Highlands has shown a
courageous people who have suffered and endurest tor@ign domination -- under French
colonialism for 106 yearsand from 194@o the present under the repressive and brutabiftitee
current Vietnamese government. The Montagnards badureaver 162 yearsof domination
and rule by foreigners in their ancestral lands.

We believe the Montagnard “Anak Cu Chiang” indiges peoples have the right to self-
determination in their ancestral home land in tleat@l Highlands as outlined in thimited

Nations Declaration on the Rights of I ndigenous Peoples. The Montagnard people are committed
to peace and will continue to seek peaceful meansdperate with the nation of Vietnam and the
international community in the long process to achijustice, equality, and the right to pursue
independence and self-government as a sovereigmtagioard State.

Vietnam’s reluctance to comply with UN human reghggreements is evident in that so few citizens
are able to find such documents in the countryal@te in the Central Highlands where it would be
unlikely to find the UN “Declaration on the Right§Indigenous Peoples” translated into tribal
languages.

We offer our hope and belief in the United Nati@wsmmittee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination/ CERD, to urge the Government oftiiam to take appropriate measures to stop the
policies of discrimination and ethnic cleansing/ietham which have resulted in extreme poverty
for our indigenous peoples and untold suffering. &8k that our land rights be restored and rights
given to our people for educational opportunitied development.

We urge the government of Vietham to show compasaind fairness towards the Montagnard
prisoners in Vietnam who have experienced tortomatality and discrimination while in prison.
We insist that the practice of torture must be géopin Vietham and the government of Vietnam
immediately implement policies with the Ministry thie Interior to stop the practice of torture at
every level of the security system throughout thentry.

We urge the United Nations to negotiate the imntedi@ease of over 400 Montagnard prisoners
who have been unjustly imprisoned for their Chaistiaith and their right to exercise peaceful
assembly. (A list of prisoners if available upenquest.)
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Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Rong Nay
Executive Director of the Montagnard Human Rightg&ization, MHRO
President of the United Montagnard Overseas, UMO



