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1. INTRODUCTION

In this report period the activities of the international organizations and local institutions on conducting the reforms and fulfilling the obligations of Bosnia and Herzegovina towards the European Union. 

One of the key moments in the region was the separation of Montenegro from the former State Union of Serbia and Montenegro. Although the referendum was conducted based on democratic principles, it induced harsh reactions of the followers of the Great Serbian politics in Bosnia and Herzegovina. All Serbian poltical parties in Republika Srpska, the Government of Republika Srpska and the National Assembly of Republika Srpska condemned the separation of Montenegro. This referendum served to Serbian nationalists in Republika Srpska to make a treat that they will be asking for the referendum for the separation from Bosnia and Herzegovina, if they requirements are not met (independent police of Republika Srpska etc.). 

Such attitudes were condemned by all international organizations which warned the politicians from Republika Srpska that such an act (referendum) is against the Dayton peace treaty.

In this period the dispute before the International Court of Justice in Den Haag based on the charges brought against Serbia and Montenegro by Bosnia and Herzegovina for aggression and genocide. The verdict of the International Court of Justice in Den Haag is expected in the beginning of next year. 

In the latest meeting of the Peace Implementation Council in Bosnia and Herzegovina it was decided that the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina should be withdrawn from Bosnia and Herzegovina by the end of June the following year. The jurisdictions of the international mediator in Bosnia and Herzegovina should be taken over by the European Committee. 

In the work of common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina there have been interruptions and short-term crises caused by the boycot of the representatives of Republika Srpska in these authorities. The representatives of Republika Srpska conditioned their attendance with the formation of the Committee for examining the killings of Serbs during the war in Sarajevo. The crisis in the work of common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina was overcome when the requested committee was established.   

 
The work of the Government of Republika Srpska was evaluated through the activities which the newly formed Government of Republika Srpska headed by the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik, for the hundred days since the formation. According to the evaluation of the Government of Republika Srpska itself significant results have been achieved and they also mention passing an act on the revision of privatization and struggle against crime.  

Everyone is satisfied with the reforms of armed forces, while the police reform is lagging behind. The reason is that the represenentatives of Republika Srpska do not accept the common police with the common command, financed from the state budget, and that they are not happy with the territorial division of the police which crosses over the entity line. 

The European officials warn all authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, especially in Republika Srpska that without the reformed common police Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot become a part of the European Union. 

Human rights and right to return of depopulated and exiled citizens in Republika Srpska are not observed. In public appearances the entity and local authorities of Republika Srpska declare that rights are observed and that all citizens are equal, regardless of their national and religious affiliation.

The reality is quite different. The authorities fail to observe legal and constitutional provisions and conduct various kinds of discrimination towards non-Serbian citizens. 

In most cases property was returned to the Bosnian returnees, which has been largely destroyed or damaged, and the authorities fail to give assistance to the returnees. 

Constitutional provisions that persons of non-Serbian nationality (proportionally according to the 1991 census) should be employed in the public institutions (entity and municipal administration, jurisdiction, schools, medical and public enterprizes) are being ignored. 

The returnees and all members of non-Serbian nation (Croats, Romanies, Bosnians) apart from the problem they encounter with regard to employment can hardly exercise their rights of medical and social protection, freedom of religion, education and cherishing cultural traditions. 

As the result of such attitude the incidents are frequent, coming from groups of extremists and individuals, which prevent the return of non-Serbian population.  

 
Before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Cantonal and District Courts several processes against persons accused of war crimes have begun. This is the beginning of trials before the domestic courts, since not all cases can be processed before the Tribunal in Den Haag (ICTY). 

The domestic courts, especially the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, already encounter great problems. First of all, there are financial problems, since the donors' conference did not raise enough money for realizing all planned activities in the jurisdiction.  

There are also problems with the lack of personnel, adequate number of courtrooms, technical equipment as well as the lack of state prison. These problems will represent great difficulties for the work of courts, especially the courts and prosecution offices processing war crimes.

In this election year media have become very interesting to political parties. The strongest political parties go out of their way to put pressure on the media and place them under their control. Most media, for various reasons, are in the service of certain political parties. The media and the journalists who are not favoured by powerful individuals and parties, are exposed to pressures, threats, even physical assaults. The pressures on the media and their serving to political parties is often caused by financial situation, since most media cannot operate independently and depend on donations.  

Only a small number of media perform their activities unbiasedly and professionally.   

The problems with the search of the missing persons are still frequent. Although the Institute for the Search of the Missing Persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been established, it still has not started functioning. The entity committees for the search of the missing persons must submit all their available data in order to create a common data base. However, this process is delayed, and there are still no conditions in space or technical terms for the work of the Institute. 

Fight against crime is not being conducted as it should. The institutions which should oppose to organized crime are working very slowly and their results are only symbolical. Certain journalists and media are the ones who oppose crime and powerful criminal lobbies most. In their investigations they discover great criminal affairs, but the judicial authorities do not take them into account for different reasons. That is why journalists and media are exposed to pressures and threats from various criminal groups and individuals and politicians and police are often behind them.

Pre-election activities for the oncoming general elections scheduled for October 1 this year can already be seen on the political stage of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 48 political parties, 12 independent candidates and 8 political coallitions have applied for the elections (for the National Assembly of Republika Srpska and Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina). A very harsh, merciless and dirty pre-election campaign is expected.

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B&H 

In the preceeding two-month period (May, June), Bosnia and Herzegovina was the subject of various activities of the European politics and international organizations engaged in Bosnia and Herzegovina on exercising the Dayton Peace Treaty. 

2.1. The European Council 

The greatest attention of political public in Bosnia and Herzegovina was caused by the Resolution of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the European Council at its meeting in Strasburg at the end of June. The resolution was suggested by the Monitoring Team of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the European Council. The resolution proposes that immediately after the October elections Bosnia and Herzegovina continues with the constitutional changes. The constitutional changes provide the cancellation of the provisions on entity voting in the House of Representatives of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and more precise defining of vital national interest in the House of Commons of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The resolution condemned the statements of the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik and other politicians from Republika Srpska who were in favour of holding the referendum on the separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the obstructions of the work of Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina by the MPs from Republika Srpska.

Adopting the Resolution of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the European Council induced different comments in Bosnia and Herzegovina itself. The resolution was supported in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, while all Serbian political parties and their leaders in the other entity, Republika Srpska, harshly condemned the adopting of the Resolution. The politicians from Republika Srpska feel that the Resolution is directed against Republika Srpska and that it leads to cancellation of the entity and creation of the common state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.      

2.2. ICJ

In mid May, the dispute regarding the charges of Bosnia and Herzegovina against Serbia and Montenegro for aggression and genocice was ended before the International Court of Justice in Den Haag. Both parties exhibited their evidence and attitudes and the International Court of Justice is expected to render the final verdict according to these charges at the beginning of next year. 

In 1993. the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina raised charges against the then Federal Republic of Yugoslavia for the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a sovereign and internationally acknowledged stated, and for the committed genocide over the Bosnian civilians. The dispute according to these charges started only on February 27 this year. 

The prosecutor, i.e. the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, expects the verdict to be pronounced in its favour and the benefit of the victims of genocide, so the aggressor will have to pay the war damage.

The accused party Serbia and Montenegro (i.e. Serbia after the separation of Montenegro from the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro) is asking that the International Court of Justice be proclaimed incompetent for these charges. They are referring to the decision of the International Court of Justice which proclaimed itself incompetent with regard to the charges of Serbia and Montenegro against the NATO alliance for the bombing of its territory in 1999. At the time of bombing Serbia and Montenegro was not the member of the United Nations. 

2.3. Stabilisation and Accession Agreement

The second round of talks on Stablilization and Accession Agreement of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the European Union was held in mid May in Sarajevo. 

Both parties in the talks have analyzed their former results in the area of free trade, financial services, free movement of capital, state aid and intellectual property. 

The head of the negotiating team of Bosnia and Herzegovina Igor Davidović feels that in the talks with the European Union for Bosnia and Herzegovina only the so-called Albanian model can be applied, i.e. the signing of the agreement will be delayed until the fulfillment of certain reforms from these areas. According to the first plans, the signing of SAA should be conducted by the end of this year. 

The members of the negotiaton team of the European Committee for the expansion of the European Union have pointed out the obligation of Bosnia and Herzegovina to reform the police based on the three European principles (common depoliticized police, financing from the state budget and territorial organization). Without the reform of the police there will be no signing of SAA.

2.4. Peace Imlementation Council

In late June the meeting of the Peace Implementation Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina was held in Sarajevo, attended by the President of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the President of the Ministers' Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the High Representative of Bosnia and Herzegovina Christian Schwartz Schilling.

The most important decision made in this meeting  was related to the cease of the term of office of the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The suggestion was that the Office of the High Representative stops its work on June 30, 2007, but the decision should be reconsidered at the following meeting in February next year. 

With the cease of the term of office of the Office of the High Representative, the international community will not abandon Bosnia and Herzegovina entirely. The High Representative remains as a special representative of the European Union, and the international community will be present through organizations such as EUFOR (EU military forces), EUPM (EU police forces) and other international institutions. 

At the meeting of the Peace Implementation Council it was stated that the domestic politicians should be engaged more on the centralization of the banking supervision, public broadcasting service, police reform, laws on university education, obligations and druges and agreement on the distribution of public revenues, and the continuation of the cooperation with the Tribunal in Den Haag. 

2.5. OHR

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina BiH C. S. Schilling continues his activities without using the Bonn authorizations (punishing, dismissing politicians who do not comply with the agreements). His politics is based on agreements and responsibilities of domestic politicians. He has so far rehabillitated a number of politicians who were dismissed by his predecessors and he will continue to practice this kind of politics. 

C.S. Schilling referred personally to the MPs of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina reminding them of their responsibility before the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union. He asked the MPs to adopt the laws necessary for the reforms in university education, economy, police and public broadcasting service within the following 100 days.

He reacted harshly on the proposals of the Serbian parties and the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik for organizing a referendum on the separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The High Representative emphasized that the entity of Republika Srpska has no jurisdiction to organize a referendum on the separation from the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and it would represent the violation of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Dayton Treaty. He emphasized that the International Community will not allow the endangering of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina and in that case he is ready to use the Bonn authorizations as well (dismissing the responsible politicians).     

3. THE WORK OF COMMON AUTHORITIES OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

In the work of common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina the crises have appeared once again. The representatives of Republika Srpska in the common authorities have boycotted the work of the Parliamentary Assembly of Republika Srpska and other common authorities on several occasions. 

The main reason for the boycot was that the Ministers' Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to fulfill the request of the representatives of Republika Srpska on forming the Committee for investigating the killings of Serbs in Sarajevo during the war. 

This crisis was overcome by the Ministers' Council accepting this request and forming the Committee for investigating the killings of Serbs, Croats, Bosnians and Jews in the period 1992 – 1995 in Sarajevo. 

The representatives of the Serbian nation from Republika Srpska insisted on forming this committee, referring to the Committee which investigated the events in Srebrenica in the period from July 10 to July 19, 1995. The Committee was formed by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Paddy Ashdown and it established that over 7.800 people were killed in Srebrenica in that period and the names of 900 persons responsible for these mass murders were stated in the report.

The Ministers' Council also had its crisis. The members of the Mixed Club of MPs in the House of Representatives of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina asked that a vote of confidence in the current Ministers' Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina led by Adnan Terzić is conducted. With the majority of votes of MPs of the House of Representatives the proposal was not adopted and Terzić's Council is still active.

The MPs in the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, at the proposal of the Administrative Committee, should receive undeserved privileges. The Committee suggested that all members, in the state and entity assemblies have the right to premature retirement, financial assistance during their sick leaves, paid telephone bills, allowance for separate lives and other privileges which other employed citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina are not entitled to.

This proposal stirred tumultuous reactions and condemnations in public. However, most such benefits were adopted in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, despite the negative reactions in public. It is expected that such proposals will also be adopted in the assemblies in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina behave in the similar way, spending the budget funds unnecessarily. According to the auditing report for the year 2005 the budget of the Presidium was 3,1 million euros. Three members of the Presidium spent 750.000 euros from that amount for their travelling expenses, representation, personal cell phones and other personal privileges, among which is buying suits. 

The current administrative organization of Bosnia and Herzegovina (state Assembly and common authorities, and double entity authorities and the same authorities in 10 cantons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and a special administration for the Brčko district) are shown to be highly inefficient and expensive.

As the result of such state the international conference entitled "The Reform of Public Administration in Bosnia and Herzegovina" was held and the participants were the representatives of authority of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the international organizations. 

At the conference it was stated that his gathering is the beginning of the great reform which represents the priority for all levels of authority in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the starting point for the accession to the European Union. Well organized administration is the prerequiste for establishing the rule of law and observing human rights, and the foundation of total democratization of society. 

4. THE WORK OF AUTHORITIES OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA 

In mid June it has been 100 days since the election of the new Government of Republika Srpska headed by the Prime Minister Milorad Dodik. On that occassion the Government of Republika Srpska estimated its work as very successful. In the report for that period it was stated that all plans which the Prime Minister Dodik presenteed on the occasion of taking over his duty have been realized. It was emphasized that the Act on the revision of privatization has been rendered, that the plans in economic politics are being realized. 

This report was not accepted by the oppositon parties. 

The Government of Republika Srpska did not comply with the decision of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the payment of war damage to the citizens who raised charges against Republika Srpska. 

240 citizens of Republika Srpska raised charges against the Government of Republika Srpska for sustained material and immaterial damage done to them in the war, death of relatives in the service of the Army of Republika Srpska, sustained physical and mental anguish and fear and for arming and decreased of general physical activity, personal invalidity or invalidity of a relative, consequences of wounding, deprived vehicles and other property. 

The Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina rendered decisions on the payment of war damage to individuals at the amount between 175 and 3.000 euros. The Government of Republika Srspka was obliged to satisfy that requirement by the end of May 2006. 

The Government of Republika Srpska formed the committee to verify these decisions and suggest the law and pay war damage. It is estimated that the payments of war damage could begin only by the end of 2007.

The Government of Republika Srpska and all Serbian MPs in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska condemned the Resolution on Bosnia and Herzegovina which was adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly of the European Council. According to that Resolution, the consistitutional changes providing the cancellation of entity voting in the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina are suggested. According to the evaluation of the Government of Republika Srpska and the MPs in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska such changes are directed towards the disappearance of the entity, i.e. Republika Srpska. 

MPs of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska have passed the law on premature retirement. According to that law the member of parliament who spent at least two years in the Parliament, can retire prematurely at 50 years of age (other citizens retire at 65). 

The public in Republika Srpska had very negative reactions to this law, with which the MPs abused the legislative authority (National Assembly) for their personal benefit, violating all legal and moral norms.      

5. ARMY REFORM

The reform of defense is the most successful project in the post-Dayton Bosnia and Herzegovina and it should serve as a role model for all other reforms, it was concluded at the common meeting of the members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the head commander of the south wing of NATO, Admiral H. G. Urlih and the Commander of the NATO Headquarters in Sarajevo, General Luis Webber. 

Most agreed acitivities related to the reform of armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been finished, and as of the beginning of July the agreement on the number, distribution and location of military units in Bosnia and Herzegovina, made by the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, should be put to practice.

According to the decision on the structure, size and location, the Armed Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina will have 10.000 professional soldiers, 1.000 civil servants and 5.000 reserve soldiers. 

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina include the infantry, artillery, armored-mechanized units, helicopter troops, combat support units and support service units. 

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be composed of 45,9 percent Bosnians, 33,6 percent Serbs, 19,8 percent Croats and 0,7 percent others. 

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be distributed at 66 locations in 21 towns in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 14 towns in Republika Srpska.    

The Reform of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina includes significant decrease of the number of present members of Armed Forces. According to thenew organizational structure around 6.000 members of the Army of Republika Srpska and the Army of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (soldiers and civilians) will be left jobless. Out of that number two years ago 4.000 member were left unemployed, and by the end of this year another 2.000 members of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be left without jobs.   

For taking care of the soldiers and civilians who are left without jobs the NATO Alliance will provide eight million euros. 

5.1. The soldiers from Bosnia and Herzegovina in Iraq 

The third group of members of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with 36 members, left to a peace mission in Iraq in mid May. 

The members of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina are the specialists for destroying unexploded mines. The two former groups with the same task completed their assignments in the peace mission in Iraq with success. The mission of one group lasts six months.

6. POLICE REFORM

The activities on the reform of police forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina do not fulfill the plans. The police reform according to the three European principles (common police with common financing, depolitization and territorial organization) is not acceptable for the representatives of Republika Srpska. The insist upon their requirement that the entity police forces remain under the jurisdiction of entity authorities. 

As the result of such explicit attitude the Government of Republika Srpska withdrew its representatives from the Board of Directors of the Police Reform Head Office. Other members of the Police Reform Head Office have agreed that the common police organized on the state and local level be formed. However, without the consent of the representatives of Republika Srpska, such decision cannot be put to practice. 

According to this agreement, it has been provided that the future organization of the common police on the state level includes institutions which will be dealing with the supervision of police, civil supervision and appointing high political officials. It also provides for the common criminalistic processing, forensics and training on the state level, as well as the existing agencies SIPA and State Border Service. 

The Board of Directors of the Police Reform Head Office adopted the model of police organization providing that the state be in charge of finances and legislation, and the local police regions dealing with operative activities.  

The members of the European Committee are not satisfied with the fact that the agreements on the reform of the police in Bosnia and Herzegovina are not being exercised. Their recommendation comes down to the claim that Bosnia and Herzegovina cannot become the part of the European Union with the police organized on the entity level. However, these attitudes are not accepted by the Serbian political parties and the Government of Republika Srpska. Their insisting upon the entity police forces is motivated by their wish to preserve Republika Srpska as an independent administrative-political entity. 

6.1. The Police of Republika Srpska

At the end of June, the Government of Republika Srpska appointed Uroš Pena the new Head of Police of Republika Srpska. The appointment of Uroš Pena followed the resignation of the former Head of Police Dragomir Andan under the pressure of the ICTY two months earlier.

The newly appointed Head of Police of Republika Srpska Uroš Pena pointed out that his priority in work will be the struggle against organized crime and corruption, as well as the work of police on the auditing report. Fighting the smuggling of narcotics and good cooperation with the ICTY were especially emphasized as priorities. 

6.2. Exceeding authorizations

Several citizens filed a complaint for the conduct of the policemen who abused their authorizations and physically harassed citizens unreasonably. 

The incident happened in Banja Luka in front of the Hotel "Palas" (in the night between June 24 and 25). As they were establishing order, following the fight between a few young men, the officers on duty used physical force against these young men. The policemen used their bats to hit young men and women who were with them, even some of innocent passers-by. Some of the men and women went to the Police station in Banja Luka and reported being harassed and beaten by the policemen who were on duty.       

Internal Control Inspectorat of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska promised to conduct an investigation on whether the policemen exceeded their authorizations during the intervention on the parking lot in front of the "Palas" hotel.

The Main Court of Bijeljina sentenced three former policemen, guards in the Bijeljina prison, to paying fines (1.500 – 2.000 euros) for beating up a prisoner Gradiša Manojlović (52). 

The incident happened on March 4, 1998 and after the continuation, the court process was ended in mid May 2006.

6.3. Policeman accused of war crime 

The members of SIPA and the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska arrested Željko Lelek, a policeman doing his service in Višegrad (eastern part of Republika Srpska), with the accusation that he has committed a war crime. He has been charged with war crimes against Bosnian population, including rape, during the war in Višegrad.

Since the end of war Lelek has worked in the Police in Višegrad and the public asks how come no one has accused him of war crimes before and how he passed policemen certification at all.  

7. WAR CRIMES

In Bosnia and Herzegovina attention is increasingly being paid to arresting persons accused of war crimes. In this period several persons suspected of various kinds of war crimes and serious violation of humanitarian rights have been arrested. 

Court proceedings are conducted before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina and some cantonal and district courts in both entities against such persons. So far, several cases have been brought to an end with judicial rulings. 

Discovering and arresting persons suspected of having committed war crimes, as well as the struggle against organized crime, are the obligations of all the countries in the region. This has also been agreed at the meeting of the heads of police of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Croatia. 

At this meeting the fast and efficient cooperation between the police structures of these four countries has been agreed, on preventing all forms of crim and finding and arresting persons accused of war crimes.

At the proposal of the President of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina the penal policy in all the countries of the region should be made equal and the persons accused of war crimes should be extradicted to the countries where they are wanted. 

For example, the present legal regulations forbid the citizens of Croatia or Serbia, accused of war crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to be isporučiti to the jurisdiction of Bosnia and Herzegovina for their cases to be processed there. 

The amount of fees for the same committed act of war crime depends on the country, so the proposal was that it be made equal in all the countries of the region. 

For the efficient work of the jurisdiction it was suggested that Bosnia and Herzegovina must have a common strategy for processing war crimes, which will entail more active participation of the Government or non-government organizations. 

Since 1992 around 13.000 charges against the persons accused of war crimes have been filed. In spite of this large number of the accused in Bosnia and Herzegovina, only 72 prosecutors work on these cases, which is not enough for a more efficient work.

The prosecution of Bosnia and Herzegovina has so far started investigating 86 cases against 245 suspects. Currently 11 charges have been raised, while three have been transfered from the ICTY onto them and the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina has confirmed them.  

The court proceedings against 11 persons accused of genocide in Srebrenica is being conducted before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The charges claim that after the fall of Srebrenica they participated in the killings of more than thousand civilians in the village Kravice, on July 13, 1995. 

7.1. Verdicts for war crimes 

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina sentenced (at the end of May) Dragoje Paunović to 20 years inprisonment for war crimes against humanity. Paunović was charged that as the head of a Military Unit of Republika Srpska he ordered and conducted persecution and killings of Bosnian people on national and religious grounds in Rogatica (eastern part of Republika Srpska).

The District Court in Banja Luka sentenced three persons accused of war crimes against civilians of Bosnian nationality, committed in the camp Manjača (municipality Prijedor, western part of Republika Srpska) to imprisonment. They were accused of torturing and mental abuse of prisoners.

Željko Bulatović was sentenced to 14 years imprisonment, Siniša Todorović to 12 years and Zoran Gajić to 10 years imprisonment.

8. REFORM OF JURISDICTION

The reform of jurisdiction in Bosnia and Herzegovina faces great difficulties, since it lacks financial assets for the realization of all provided programmes.

The donors' conference held in Brussels and Sarajevo did not meet financial expectations. Out of planned 42 million euros, the donors gave 9,7 million euros. All funds were allocated for special purposes in conducting the reform of jurisdiction. 

Small financial funds raise the question of the efficiency of the Court and the number of employees, since with this sum the Court can be finances only by the end of 2007, with the decrease of the salaries of employed judges and prosecutors and other personnel, even the decrease of the number of employees. 

None of the donors has allocated the funds for building the state prison, for which 14,5 million euros have been asked. As the result, the judicial authorities currently have no solution for the beginning of work of the prison. The location for the prison has been provided in the Eastern Sarajevo, but the money for the beginning of its building has not been provided yet. As a solution for overcoming this problem an attempt is being made that a new donors' conference be organized in the autumn this year, which will be intended solely to collecting the funds for building the state prison.

8.1. Pressures on the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Certain international factors in Bosnia and Herzegovina have tried to impose their attitudes on the work of the Court of Bosnia nad Herzegovina and the appointment of judges. The President of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina Meddžida Kreso stood against these pressures and informed the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Ministers' Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina thereof. 

The President disagreed with the appointment of the British Judge Malcolm Simons in the Division of War Crimes of Bosnia and Herzegovina, since in his former work he has proven to be unprofessional. The pressure on the Court and the President of the Court that Simons be appointed Jugde again was mostly put by the Ambassador of the United Kingdom in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

9. RIGHT TO RETURN

The returnees on the area of Republika Srpska cannot exercise all of their rights. Most returnees of non-Serbian nationality (Bosnians, Croats and Romanies) are dissatisfied with their current status in Republika Srpska. 

Most of the problems are related to exercising of proprety laws, right to employment, right to medical and social protection and other rights related to sustainable return, as well as permanent discrimination based on national and religious affiliation. 

Bosnian returnees are exposed to media pressures which favourize Serbian nation, Orthodox religion and their rights. 

All the media from Republika Srpska, aided by the media from Serbia, supported the ideas of some politicians from Republika Srpska on the possible referendum on the separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosnian returnees experienced this as a strong pressure on their rights to property and life in Republika Srpska, their freedom of movement and that they are unwelcome in Republika Srpska and that they should move to the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Certain associations of Bosnian returnees reacted to such pressures and asked for the intervention and protection from official authorities.

Bosnian members of the People's Council of Republika Srpska are dissatisfied with the General report of the Government of Republika Srpska in which conclusions are drawn that the implementation of property laws has been completed. Bosnian representatives emphasize that a great number of returnees have not managed to obtain their properties entirely. A great number of them have not received any compensation for the damages sustained for the destroyed or devastated property (construction facilities), destroyed or stolen household items, orchards, forests and other property. 

The authorities of Republika Srpska fail to meet legal regulations and amendments of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the mandatory employment of members of all nations according to the 1991 census. In the public institutions, schools, medical institutions, jurisdiction and public enterprizes, these regulations are not being complied with. In these institutions only the members of the Serbian nation are employed. 

Returnees live in very difficult conditions, and the authorities of Republika Srpska do nothing to improve their living conditions. Streets, squares, associations and holidays still have the old names of only Serbian nations and Orthodox religion. 

The authorities control the activities of Bosnian associations. The President of the Local Community Janja (municipality Bijeljina) Sulejman Skokić was brought by the police for an informative interrogation. He was asked to reveal what was being said at the meeting of the representatives of the local community Janja, Kozluk, which was also attended by the member of parliament in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska Remzija Kadrić. The meeting was public and the problems of returnees were the main topic of the meeting. 

The authorities of the municipality Trebinje started building a sports center at a location where "Begova kuća", one of the monuments of the Bosnian culture used to be, destroyed by the Army of Republika Srpska during the war. 

The representatives of Bosnians from Trebinje, as well as an MP in the National Assembly of Republika Srpska Tarik Sadović requested the local and entity authorities, as well as the Office of the High Representative to prohibit the building on that location. 

However, noone supported this appeal and a basketball playground was built there. 

This kind of attitude of local and entity authorities, and of the Office of the High Representative, was directed against the returnees Bosnians in Trebinje and the entire region (eastern Herzegovina).  

9.1. Alternative accommodation

In Republika Srpska 6.851 families reside in alternative accommodations. In the residential facilities built by the Government of Republika Srpska, repaired facilities and rented appartments (paid by the Government of Republika Srpska) 3.451 families have been accommodated. 3.397 families reside in individual alternative accommodation (paid by the families themselves). 

The alternative accommodation is used by the depopulated Serbian families from the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina permanently residing in Republika Srpska, as well as the exiled Serbian families from Croatia. These families have not solved the problem of their accommodation permanently yet.   

9.2. Preventing return

In this period as well several incidents directed towards preventing return, spreading distrust and religious and national intolerance. In most cases, just like so far, the culprits of the incidents have not been identified yet. Some of the incidents are motivated by the conflict of criminal groups, even attacks on the policemen working on discovering criminal groups. 

Bileća 

An explosive device was planted under the car owned by Petar Kozjak, the Head of Special Police in the Public Security Center Trebinje (May 9). 

Unknown persons have broken into the garage under which the car was place, they planted and activated an explosive device. The car was ruined and material damage was done to the garage and the residential building.  

Eastern Sarajevo

In the garbage can, in front of the Old People's Home in the Eastern New Sarajevo, the police found two kilograms of explosive, with a clock mechanism (May 11). An unknown person informed the police where the explosive was placed. With its team of professionals, the police managed to deactivate the clock mechanism and prevent major explosion.  

Džafer Kadić (49) was seriously wounded, and Enes Čaušević (32) and Dženan Kadić (20) sustained minor injuries when unknown perpetrators threw a hand bomb into the yard where they were sitting, in the settlement Dvorišta on the mountain Jahorina (municipality Eastern Sarajevo). The incident happened in the evening hours on June 3, when both of them were sitting in front of their summer house having dinner. 

Banja Luka

An expensive car «Mercedes», owned by Dušan Šeović, in the settlement Pobrdje in Banja Luka (May 18) was set on fire. The car, the value of which is estimated at 68.000 euros was destroyed and another car parked nearby was damaged.  

In Banja Luka a meeting was held, inviting people to ask for a referendum whereby Republika Srpska would separate from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The citizens carried inscriptions glorifying war criminals Radovan Karadžić and Ratko Mladić. 

The participants sent a letter to the National Assembly of Republika Srpska asking them to organize a referendum for the separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina in case Kosovo is separated from Serbia. 

Gradiška/Bosanska Gradiška

An explosive device was planted under the car model «Peugeot 406» in the settlement 

Lamnica (May 21). The explosive was activated only when Ljubomir Vidović and his friend went inside the car. On that occasion they sustained minor bodily injuries, whereas the car was seriously damaged. 

Prijedor

Window glasses were broken in the town mosque in Prijedor on May 22. The police found two young men throwing bottles of beer on the windows. Charges were raised against the perpetrators. 

In the night between May 28 and May 29 in Prijedor, car model "Golf 4" owned by Mladen Ljuskota was set on fire. The car sustained total damage. The police conducted an investigation and started an investigation for the unknown perpetrators. 

Car model "Golf 2" owned by Dijana Klajić from Prijedor was set on fire (May 30). The car was seriously damaged and the firemen prevented the spreading of fire.

In the night between June 22 and 23 the mosque in the village Donja Puharska (municipality Prijedor) was stoned and one window was broken on the facility. This is the fourth time the incident is repeated in this mosque. The Islaamic community of Prijedor referred a letter of protest to the authorities and to the local and European police. They are asking the municipal authorities to place a video surveillance on the mosque.  

Čajniče

Early in the morning on May 29 the car model "Golf 3" owned by the Secondary School Center in Čajniče was set on fire. The car sustained total damage, and the firemen managed to prevent the spreading of fire onto the school building.

Foča

Unknown persons set an explosive device under a car model "Golf 2" owned by Rinko Lalovac in Foča (June 10). The explosive was placed under the front part of the vehicle and the car sustained total damage from the explosion. The police conducted an investigation and started search for the perpetrators. 

10. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

In the last months 187 have been operating on the area of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Out of these 39 are television stations, and 148 are radio stations. The greatest number of relays are found in Sarajevo. 

The work of electronic media and observing the professional code and rules was also followed by the Regulatory Communications Agency, authorized to punish the media for the violation of the code. That is why the programmes of electronic media in most cases have been harmonized with the rules, although some violations occur, which is punished by fines or reminders. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina nine daily newspapers are published (5 in Sarajevo, 3 in Banja Luka and 1 in Mostar) and several periodicals. With the existing nine daily newspapers the dailies from Serbia (in Republika Srpska) and Croatia (Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina) are also popular. 

Some of these dailies even have editor's offices and issues for Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are the Belgrade "Euro Blic", with the editor's office in Banja Luka and the Zagreb "Večernji list" (editor's office in Mostar). 

According to the research of the South-Eastern Europe Media Organization, SEEMO,  the daily from Banja Luka "Nezavisne novine" have significantl improved their editor's policy, and professionaly work and acquire increasing number of readers. Also, it states that "Dnevni avaz" the most wanted daily in Bosnia and Herzegovina has differentiated from the former influence of the political influence of the political party of Serbian Democratic Action. 

"Nezavisne novine" got the aknowledgement for the best investigation journalism in the previous year in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The award was given by Radio Studio 88 of Mostar.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no official agency for monitoring the printed media and these offices are obliged to observe the Press Code. However, certain offices often violate that Code, and the Press Council monitoring its application can only pronounce reminders to these editor's offices. 

The Press Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina warned all media that in the reports of the cases of family violence, they must protect the victim's identity. Reports on violence should be professional, and protect the victims and should not allow misuse of their sufferings. 

10.1. Pressures on the media

A great number of media and journalists is exposed to pressures from certain political parties in authority, criminal groups, various lobbies and powerful individuals. Pressures include treats, physical assaults and not providing financial assistance. One of the greatest problems of all media is their financial dependance.

The pressures on the media are the result of their investigation work and discovering different criminal affairs and illegal procedures, firms, political parites and the abuse of position of powerful individuals in authority or leaders of some clans and mafia groups. 

The pressures on the media will continue in the following months as well bearing in mind the general elections to be held in Bosnia and Herzegovina on October 1. Political parties struggle to have as many of the strongest media as possible under their influence, since it will improve the effect of the election campaign significantly.  

The editor's office of the daily "Fokus" of Banja Luka accused the management of the municipality Prnjavor of preventing the freedom of information and the Government of Republika Srpska, the Office of the High Representative and OSCE have been informed officially thereof. 

The municipal management prohibited the journalists of "Fokus" to attent the meeting of the Municipal Assembly Prnjavor, at which the loans taken by the municipality were discussed. The journalists of "Fokus" had previously discovered some illegal procedures regarding the loans taken by the municipality and they informed the public accordingly.

Radio Srebrenica, whose work is financed by the Municipality, stopped its broadcasting, and the editor-in-chief Marinko Sekulić was dismissed from his position (May 10). 

The cease of broadcasting and the dismissal of the editor were ordered by the head of municipality Srebrenica Abdurahman Malkić. The reason for such an act of the head of municipality was his caricature published in "Srebreničke novine" owned by Sekulić, as well as an article with a critical review of the work of police in that town. 

"The radio station and its equipment are owned by the municipality and I will not allow a single word of criticism to be broadcasted against the municipality", the head of municipality Malkić said. 

Editor's office of "Novi Reporter" of Banja Luka was robbed and the thieves took several computers from the office (May 19). 

With the material damage of around 15.000 euros, the editor's office of "Novi Reporter" sustained irreparable damage losing a great number data and information stored in the computers. 

The Director of this magazine Igor Gajić, thinks that the robbery was made to hide the data on the crime investigated by the journalists of "Novi Reporter". The journalists investigated the crime in oild smuggling in the Rafinery Brod and the crime in "Srpske šume" and some investigations were related to the preparation of the assassination of the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik.      

The police ordered the termination of broadcasting of Radio "ZOS" from Tešanj (Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, on May 20.

The reason for the forced entry of the police in the editor's office of Radio "ZOS" is the show on the case of pedophylia in that town of which one "respectable" teacher and citizen of Tešanj has been accused.   

The justification of the police for such a procedure was that they tried to protect the victims of pedophylia. 

After the departure of the police the journalists continued the programme of Radio "ZOS" and they broadcasted the story on pedophylia to the end. 

The public supported the editor's office and the journalists to the end, and condemned the attempt of the police to get involved in the editor's politics and freedom of information.  

The association "BH journalists" and the Help Line to Journalists have condemned the forced entry of the police in the Editor's Office of Radio "ZOS" and the attempt of preventing the broadcasting of the show. 

The journalists and employees in the editor's office of Radio Herceg Bosna in Mostar went on strike because their incomes and contributions for pension and disability pension insurance have not been paid in for months (June 25).

The workers think that the difficult economic state in this radio was caused deliberately and that certain political circles and interest are behind it.

The associations of Bosnian returnees in the eastern part of Republika Srpska pointed out that most media from Republika Srpska and a number of media from Serbia are "bombing" this region with the news on holding a referendum and separation of Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Such media campaign among citizens causes uncertainty and fear, and some returnees of Bosnian nationality could be motivated to leave their homes and Republika Srpska and move to the area of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

10.2. Punishments for the media

The Regulatory communications agency punished some electronic media for violating the Code on Broadcasting.

Television OBN was fined with 1.500 euros for the failure to comply with the copyrights.

Radio Medžik from Milić was fined with 500 euros for giving false data on political parties in a political show.

RTV TK (Tuzla) and RTV BN (Bijeljina) were given warnings for violating the decency and kindness code. 

11. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Religious communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in their public appearances mostly stand for interreligious tolerance and cooperation. Religious leaders point to the necessity of common life in Bosnia and Herzegovina, but often in their declarations they talk how their religion is the endangered one. 

The most illustrative example is the statement of cardinal Vinko Puljić who said that the "Catholics feel pressure, discrimination and danger from Muslims". This statement has prevented the work of the Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina for a short time.

11.1. Interreligious Council

The Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina consists of the leaders of four religious communities: Islaamic (ef. Mustafa Cerić), Orthodox (Metropolitan Nikolaj), Catholic (Cardinal Vinko Puljić) and Jewish (Jakob Finci). 

After a long break, the Interreligious Council met in mid May at the innitiative of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina C. S. Schillinga. 

C. H. Schilling warned the religious leaders to focus on their own mistakes and to try to correct them in contact with their representatives, instead of always blaming other religious communities for certain things. 

At the meeting, the religious leaders pointed out that a considerable degree of understanding exists among them, but they do not demonstrate this kind of understanding in their public appearances. 

The religious leaders must take this kind of attitude before their believers in order to convince them that there are no disputes between them and that the members of all religious communities must respect each other. 

Still in public appearances, the leaders often misuse their positions and hold political sermons to their believers which is contrary to the democratic principles on the freedom of religion. At the same time, political parties and their leaders cooperate with religious leaders in achieving their political goals. 

11.2. Bosnians ask for the relocation of the church 

Bosnians, returnees to the settlement Divič, near Zvornik, are asking again the religious and civilian authorites to relocated the Orthodox church from their settlement. The church was built at a place where a mosque and a muslim graveyard used to be. The mosque and the graveyard were destroyed by the Army of Republika Srpska in 1992. 

Until 1992 Divič was settled only by Bosnians, and in the summer that year they were exiled, some of them even killed. Depopulated Serbs from the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina came to live in their houses. 

These past few years all Bosnians who have survived have returned to Divič and all depopulated Serbs have left the settlement. Bosnians are now asking the church to be relocated, since there are no Orthodox believers in the settlement any more. Bosnians and the Islaamic community base their requirement for the relocation of the church and building of the mosque on the Act on the Freedom of Religion. 

11.3. Restoration of Ferhadije mosque 

In the beginning of June the first construction works on the restoration of the most famous mosque in Banja Luka, Ferhadije (the Mosque of Ferhat pasha, built in 1579) began. This religious facility was under the protection of the state and the UNESCO. 

The Government of Republika Srpska donated 150.000 euros for the restoration which will be spent on the restoration and building of the foundations. This is the first major aid of the Government of Republika Srpska for the restoration of Islaamic religious facilities destroyed by the Army of Republika Srpska. During the war, mostly in 1992 and 1993 the Army of Republika Srpska destroyed all Islaamic religous facilities on the territory it had under its control (more than half of the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina). The facilities were destroyed as a part of the plan on ethnic cleansing of the members of Bosnian nation from the territory of Republika Srpska.       

12. SOCIAL RIGHTS

Some of the social rights are endanged to a great number of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are, primarily, the right to employment, the right to a home, to medical and social protection.

The greatest problem in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a great number of unemployed who are able to work. The number of unemployed is constantly increasing, since a large number of companies are becoming insolvent and as the result of illegal privatization. Total number of unemployed in Bosnia and Herzegovina is over 350.000, in Republika Srpska around 150.000, and in the Brčko district around 20.000 people capable of work. 

The majority of unemployed are qualified workers - 37 percent, there are 32,8 percent unqualified workers and 22,5 percent of workers with secondary education.

According to genders, 53,8 percent are men, 46,2 percent are women. The greatest number of unemployed is between 30 and 45 years of age (41,5 percent), and there are 34 percent of unemployed under 30. 

According to the formal statistics, the rate of unemployment in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 44 percent and according to the estimations of the Statistics Agency of Bosnia and Herzegovina the rate was 25 percent, whereas the estimations of the World Bank, measured by the standard of living, point to the rate of unemployment of 18 percent. 

The OSCE Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina instituted a programme for the realization of economic and social rights, through monitoring economic and social development from the aspect of human rights.

The programme was conceived so as to include the aspect of human rights in the economic and social development of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to help the authorities estalblish which issues are controversial in the area of human rights and to solve them by performing their duties in such a way that they are in accordance with human rights. 

Special attention will be paid to vital areas, such as social protection, medical insurance and healthy environment and accommodation of the endangered. The aims will be realized by monitoring the exercising of observing international rights in the state and complying with the standard in the area of human rights and creating the adequate development strategy. 

13. MISSING PERSONS

On several locations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the exhumations from mass and individual graves are being conducted. In the village Kamenica, near Zvornik (Republika Srpska) digging up of victims' bodies from the mass secondary grave in which Bosnian victims of the Srebrenica tragedy have been buried, is now in progress. Supposedly several hundreds of victims have been buried in this grave.

The exhumantion from the mass grave in which the civilians of Srebrenica were buried also began in the village Bišina (municipality Šekovići, Republika Srpska). 

The Committee for the Search of the Missing Persons from Republika Srpska started to dig out the missing soldiers and civilians of Serbian nationality on the mountain Ozren. The Committee has the information that there are several mass graves where the victims killed by the Muslim extremists from the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina were buried.

A mass grave with the killed Bosnians was also found in the tunnel of Hydroelectric Power Stations Buk Bijela near Foča. 45 bodies of victims have been exhumated. Most victims have been found with their hands tied with the wire and with skull injuries. Supposedly the victims were killed in the tunnel in the second half of 1992.

13.1. Guide for the families of the missing

The representatives of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, the International Red Cross Committee and the International Committee for the Search of the Missing Persons presented a Guide for the families of the missing on the application of the Law on the Missing Persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 
This law was passed at the end of November 2004 and it regulates the rights of families to find the truth about the destiny of their missing relatives, as well as the rights of these families to finanical support and other rights. 

The entity governments have completed the procedures related to establishing the Fund for the support to the families of the missing persons and the making of the Instructions for issuing confirmations for the families of the missing persons was also completed. 

The proposal of the rulebook on designating the place of burial and digging out of the missing persons, which will be presented to the Ministers' Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has been finished. 

According to the information of the International Red Cross Committee, this Organization took over 21.000 requests for the missing persons filed by the family members of the missing.  

ICMP has so far made a list with the names of around 30.000 missing persons, 16.000 of whom have been found, and a part of them was identified with the DNA method. 

The guide for the families of the missing was printed in 4.000 copies and is intended for the families of the missing and will be distributed through the association of the missing, the International Red Cross Committee, ICMP and the Ministry of Human Rights and on the Internet. 

13.2. Another 150 –180 mass graves

The President of the Federal Committee for the Search of the Missing Amor Mašović claimed that there are another 150 to 180 mass graves. According to the records of the Committee during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992-1995) the disappearance of 27.734 persons was recorded. 

Out of that number 90 percent are Bosnians, six percent are Serbs, two percent are Croats and two percent are all other nations. Out of the total number of the missing 12 percent are women. 

The Institute for the Search for the Missing Persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The entity committees for the search of the missing and entity governments should assign all authorizations from the area to the Institute for the Search of the Missing Persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In the following two years the Institute should start its work after the integration of the entity committees for the search of the missing. 

The procedure for appointing the Board of Directors of the Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovina is in progress, followed by the adoption of the legal acts which will regulate the work of the Institute.

One of the most important jobs of the Institute is the creation of the common data base (Central Missing Records), which will help find the missing much faster. 

The Institute has still not obtained the special seat and so far it is still working in the existing premises of the entity committees.    

14. CONDITION IN PRISONS

The condition in all prisons in Bosnia and Herzegovina is very bad. Prisons are overcrowded, accommodation conditions are bad and prisoners also complain of bad food. 

The Ministry of Justice, upon the inspection of the prison Tunjice (Banja Luka) and the prison in Doboj dismissed the former warden. The reason for this were various irregularities discovered by the inspectors from the Ministry of Justice. 

At the end of May several inmates of the District Prison in Doboj went on a hunger strike. The reason was their dissatisfaction with the conditions in the prison and inert attitude of the competent institutions (Ministry of Justice) towards these problems of which they were notified by the prisoners.

The prisoners in the prisons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina are also dissatisfied with their status. Security and discipline are endangered in these prisons. This is also confirmed by the fact that since the beginning of this year 72 prisoners escaped the prison in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Three prisoners of Serbian nationality accused of war crimes, in the prison of Tuzla, have often complained that other prisoners (of Bosnian nationality) often harass them and their prison guards do not not protect them. They asked to be relocated to a prison on the territory of Republika Srpska.     

15. CRIME

The entity authorities in Republika Srpska are announcing struggle against crime and corruption. However, the judicial authorites of Republika Srpska vlasti still have no power or personnel to start processing these cases.

So far, only the media are dealing with discovering great criminal actions. "Nezavisne novine" of Banja Luka and "Fokus" are on the top of that list. The journalists of these media investigate in great detail the criminal affairs regarding the robbery of state enterprizes and public institutions.  

Their investigations have been documented with the documents of illegal and criminal actions of certain companies and individuals, backed up by some political parties or lobbies. 

"Nezavisne novine" discover great financial affair related to unfavourable business arrangement of the Rafinery brod with the British company "Vitol" which damaged the Rafinery for over 115 million dolars. This contract was signed on December 5, 2003 and the public new nothing about it until a month ago when the journalists started investigating it. Supposedly powerful individuals from the Refinery and the politics of Republika Srpska from that period are behind this unfavourable contract. 

The prosecution office of Republika Srpska has still not instituted the investigation on the discoveries made by the journalists. 

The police of Republika Srpska conducted an investigation on the misuses in the Rafinery Brod and submitted a report against 18 former officials, managers and state clerks to the District Prosecution Office in Doboj, suspected of several criminal acts related to this affair. 

Some of these persons are the former Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Dragan Mikerević, and the Ministers in his Government of Republika Srpska  Đorđe Lajšić, Milan Bogićević and Boris Gašpar, and the Directors of the Rafinery Savo Danilović, Vojin Mujičić and Ilija Drpa. 

The affair with Privredna banka Srpsko Sarajevo has lasted almost two years. By the decision of the Office of the High Representative, an international manager has been appointed in this bank. The owner and the director of the bank is the former Minister of Police of Republika Srpska and the controversial businessman Momčilo Mandić. He has been arrested for criminal actions in the bank's operations (money laudry and financing persons accused of war crimes). The charges against Mandić has now been expanded to war crimes as well.

In the village Resavica, near Prijedor, the police of Republika Srpska discovered a large plantation of marihuana on the estate owned by Željko Grbić (38), guarded by 150 dogs and two wolves. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina more than 100.000 persons, mostly young people, have been involved in the narcotics production and trade, as well as using narcotics. The actions of the police and other institutions fighting drug addiction have not yielded the expected results. Some minor producers, dealers and drug addicts are the ones that are discovered most of the time. The great bosses of narco-mafia are hiding behind other deals, some of whom are even protected by the corrupt policemen and authorities.          

16. ELECTIONS

Regular general elections for the National Assembly of Republika Srpska and for the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be held on October 1, 2006. 

The Central Election Committee of Bosnia and Herzegovina received applications for participation in the elections from 48 political parties and 12 independent candidates. All these applications were certified by the Central Election Committee of Bosnia and Herzegovina and they are entitled to participate in the elections.

All parties which submitted the requests for certification were asked to sign the statement undertaking not to conduct the activities contrary to the Dayton agreement. The Central Election Committee of Bosnia and Herzegovina will monitor the compliance with the law and conditions from this statement. 

Apart from the individual applications for elections, eight political coallitions have applied.

Another characteristic of the general elections will be that the Serbian Democratic Party will appear for the first time on the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The official pre-election activity starts 90 days before the elections. However, most parties have already started the pre-election campaign with various activities. The politicians have already started to blame other parties for all ommissions, they even use false statements and insults. Supposedly the pre-election campaign will be harsh and dirty, and nationalist attitudes and wishes for ethnic homogenization will prevail.  
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