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1. INTRODUCTION

Main political events in the preceeding period were related to pre-election campaign and holding general elections (October 1). 

General elections were held for the Members of Parliament in the Parliament Assembly, the House of Representatives of Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, the President and two Vice Presidents of Republika Srpska, the House of Representatives of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Assembly of all 10 cantons in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

36 political parties, 8 coalitions and 12 independent candidates took part in the elections.   

The pre-election campaign was directed towards homogenization of ethnic communities. The politicians from Republika Srpska insisted that Republika Srpska had the right to a referendum on the separation from Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the politicians from Bosnia and Herzegovina expressed their opinion that Republika Srpska should be cancelled, that the existence of both entities be terminated. 

In the election campaign all media in Republika Srpska were publicly advocating equal approach to all political parties. However, most media were exposed to pressures by certain political parties. Some media provided support to the parties they feel close to or which they are financially dependant on. The Alliance of Independent Socio Democrats (SNSD).   

The activities of the representatives of the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina were directed at supporting the holding of elections. 

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Christian Schwarz Schilling continued to give amnesties to persons who had been taken away from political life by his predecessors. Some of rehabillitated persons have immediately joined political parties and found themselves on the lists as MP candidates in the entity and state parliaments.    

The representatives of the European Union warned the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina that they have the obligation to fulfill the conditions related to the police reform and Public Broadcasting Service in order to continue the Stabilization and Accession Agreement negotiations.

The Armed Forces reform is conducted as planned. Common Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will consist of three regiments which will continue the traditions of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Army of Republika Srpska and the Croatian Defense Council. The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will have 10.000 professional soldiers, 1.000 civilian officers and 5.000 members of the reserve army forces. 

The Police reform negotiations fail to yield the expected results ne. The representatives of Republika Srpska still do not want to form a common police and perform a new territorial division of police organization. 

Several cases of police violence against the citizens in Republika Srpska and exceeding official police authorizations have been recorded in this period.

In the process, the return of exiled and depopulated persons encounters usual difficulties. The return of property has been finalized in the majority of cases. However, the return of citizens to their pre-war places of residence is far below the expecte one. The authorities in Republika Srpska avoid to create conditions for sustainable return of the Bosnian, Croat and Romany nationality returnees. These citizens are exposed to all kinds of ethnic and religious discrimination. 

Freedom of religion is mostly endangered to the members of the Islaamic religion. All Islaamic facilities were destroyed on the territory of Republika Srpska during the war. During the restoration of their religious facilities, the returnees encounter only difficulties. Restoration is financed solely with the contributions of believers and therefore is developed slowly. The authorities of Republika Srpska fail to assist financially and they condition the restoration also with unnecessary administrative licenses. 

Also, the restored religious facilities are often the target of attacks and desacrations by extreme individuals and groups.          

In this period the cases of incidents directed against returnees, their property and assaults on religious facilities have increased. All incidents are recorded and investigated by the police, but only in a small number of cases the perpetrators have been found. 

The entity committess continue to search for the missing and excavate mass and individual graves. In the village Kamenica near Zvornik (Republika Srpska) the excavation of the largest mass grave so far, where the remains of 1.156 victims of Bosnian nationality from Srebrenica were found, has been completed. 

The newly created Institute for the Search of the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina has still not begun its work and that is why the entity committees are continuing the search. In Bosnia and Herzegovina around 15.000 persons missing during the war are still searched for.

The trials against the persons accused of war crimes are still held before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the cantonal and the district courts. Several verdicts to these persons have already been pronounced. 

The first trial agains the persons accused of terrorism has started before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Three persons accused of having planned terrorist attacks in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the aim of making the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina withdraw their soldiers from the peace mission in Iraq. 

The entire political and economic situation in Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina is full of uncertainties. The citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina are in difficult social position. Around 40 percent of population able to work in Bosnia and Herzegovina and around 30 percent of citizens live below the minimum conditions of existence. The authorities deal mostly with themselves and the improvement of their material condition, while the citizens live worse each day. 

In some companies workers have not been paid their salaries for as much as five years already. They cannot exercise this right either with a strike or before the court. The authorities are completely indifferent as to the fate of these citizens.       

2. ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN BH 

The activities of international community institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina in this period have been in accordance with their mandates. Due to summer vacations, the activities have been somewhat decreased compared to the preceeding period.  

The representatives of all international organizations attended the ceremony of marking the anniversary of the killings of the citizens of Srebrenica and the burial of the newly identified victims on July 11 in Potočari. 

All international organizations gave full support to the holding of general elections for the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, entity and cantonal parliaments and the President of Republica Sprska. An appeal has been made to political parties for a fair pre-election campaign and all citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been invited to take part in the elections to be held on October 1.

2.1. OHR

On several occasions, the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Christian Schwarz Schilling passed decisions on amnesty of several persons who had been dismissed from political and public life by his predecessors. With these decisions, the amnestied persons have been allowed to perform various functions in their political parties, they have not been entitled to return to the functions from which they had been dismissed. 

The decision has been explained as «a part of the process of normalization of the legal status of dismissed officials». 

Immediately upon rendering the decision some of the dismissed officials have taken active part in their political parties and some of them have become candidates for general elections, for the Members of Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska. 

The High Representative of Bosnia and Herzegovina Schilling appointed the experienced diplomat Norbert Winterstein as his special emissary for Mostar. 

The appointment of the special emissary followed the failure of the local authorities of Mostar have not fulfilled their obligations concerning the solving of the problem of the Croatian Broadcasting Company, the foundation of a common communal company in the city and appointment of the state officials. 

The aim of the emissary is that the city administration in Mostar and all city services are united, since in some of them there are still divisions into the Croatian and the Bosnian part. 

The High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Schilling appointed the new supervisor for Brčko. Instead of the former supervisor Susan Johonson, the American diplomat Ruffy Gregorian will be performing this function as of October 1. Until now, he had been performing several functions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the region and is currently performing the duty of the senior civilian member in the NATO headquarters in Sarajevo, and as the political advisor of the commander. In the course of previous year he was the co-presiding of the Defense Reform Committee of Bosnia and Herzegegovina. 

2.2. European Union

The representatives fo the European Committee in Bosnia and Herzegovina warned the highest political officials in Bosnia and Herzegovina that they have a duty to fulfill all obligations prior to signing the Stabilization and Accession Agreement with the European Union. 

Special emphasis has been placed on the police reform, the reform of the Public Broadcasting System and public administration. 

The same message to the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina was conveyed by the Secretary General of the Ministers Council of the European Union Javier Solana, the commissary for the expansion of the European Union Olli Rehn and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Finland Erkki Tuomi, the presiding country of the European Union.     

3. COMMON AUTHORITIES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The work of common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina was conducted according to the planned activities with the existing weaknesses of political and national affiliation. 

The members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina met seldom in this period. They expressed their attitudes on various events through their offices or they acted independently. 

Borislav Paravac, the member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the Serbian nation, refused to attend the memorial and the funeral of the killed citizens of Srebrenica on July 11, only to appear at the memorial to the Serbian victims in Kravice (municipality Bratunac), near Srebrenica just a day later. 

Sulejman Tihić, the Bosnian member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, had a reception in his office for Naser Orić, the war commander of Srebrenica, convicted by the ICTY at two years imprisonment. 

Ivo Miro Jović, the Croatian member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, was engaged during the election campaign, claiming that the Croatian nation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is endangered.

Inefficient work of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina led to an incident (October 28) raised by the members of the non-government organization «Totto Completo» and the policemen who secured the building of the Presidium in Sarajevo. 

The members of an NGO «Tutto Completo» have expressed their dissatisfaction by throwing liquid paints onto the building of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which was named a «mottley revolution» in wider public. The police security reacted by physically assaulting certain members and they hit each other with fists and bats in front of TV cameras. Four NGO activists have been arrested and two days after interrogations they have been released and the investigation has been continued.

 
The researches of «Dnevni avaz» (a daily from Sarajevo) pointed out that the common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina spent the budget funds more than necessary. 

50.000 euros a month is being allocated for the salaries of the three members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina and yet another 600.000 euros for another 80 employees, while around one million euros is being spent for material costs. 

The Members of Parliament in the Parliamentara Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina have total income of 1.500 to 2.000 euros a month.     

The auditing reports on the business operation of all 41 institutions on the level of Bosnia and Herzegovina point to the fact that financial discipline is not observed. One institution got negative evaluation, whereas 27 institutions have been evaluation with reservation. 13 institutions received positive evaluation of its financial business operation. 

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been warned by the International Monetary Fund that Bosnia and Herzegovina may lose the 50 million dolars of favourable loans, until the adoption of the state regulations about university education and salaries  . 

The state committee for the revision of decisions on approving the citizenship of Bosnia and Herzegovina to foreigners has conducted revision of 94 decisions on approval of citizenships. The revision established that 63 persons have been given the citizenship of Bosnia and Herzegovina illegally and it has been decided that they be deprived of the citizenship of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

These are the persons from several Arabian countries from Turkey, Ukrain, Russia and France.  

The Committee for the revision of citizenship continues its work and it is expected to render a greater number of decision on depriving citizenship of Bosnia and Herzegovina approved to foreign citizens during and immediately after the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

3.1. The Brčko District

A special administrative unit in Bosnia and Herzegovina, apart from the two entities (Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia nd Herzegovina), is the Brčko District. This area is under a special administration of the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, represented by the supervisor for Brčko. 

The supervisor for Brčko (until September 30) Susan Johanson rendered a decision (on August 4) that all entity laws which have applied in the Brčko District so far be cancelled, as well as that the international border in the district shall no longer have any legal significance. The decision provides that certain laws of the District itself, the states of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the former Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, shall apply from now on.     

4. THE WORK OF AUTHORITIES OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA 

The authorities of Republika Srpska also spent the budget assets beyond the planned amounts. During 2005 the institutions of Republika Srpska spent more money than presented in the official reports. The auditors have established that over 6 million euros more was spent than presented in the reports.   

According to the findings of auditing services, the office of the President of Republika Srpska spent around 66.000 euros in the previous year, although there is no rulebook on such consumption. 

The costs of current maintenance (equipment, cars) amounte over 60.000 euros, which is twice as much as the planned amount, and 40.000 euros were spent for the celebration of the Day of Republika Srpska, although no money was allocated for that purpose in the then budget of Republika Srpska. 

The Ministry of Defense of Republika Srpska, prior to being included in the united Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina, has left a debt of over 75 million euros. 

The present Government of Republika Srpska, i.e. the Ministry of Education, has decided to sell a luxury car VW «feyton», purchased by the former Minister for the needs of this Ministry. This purchase (80.000 euros) caused great dissatisfaction of the workers in education in Republika Srpska at the time. The money from the sale of the car will be spent for the purchase of several vans for the transportation of students from distant villages to schools. 

4.1. Special Prosecution Office of Republika Srpska 

At the proposal of the Government of Republika Srpska the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina allowed the formation of the Special Prosecution Office in Republika Srpska which will be dealing with fighting organized crime and the most severe forms of economic crime. Miodrag Bajić has been appointed Special Prosecutor and Mahmum Švraka was appointed his Deputy.

5. ARMED FORCES REFORM 

The reform of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina is being conducted according to the planned activities. According to the Decision on the structure, size and locations of Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, adopted by the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina (July 5), the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will have 16.000 professional members. Out of that number, 10.000 are professional soldiers, 1.000 are civilian employess in the Armed Forces and 5.000 are reserve soldiers. 

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will have infantry, artillery, armoured units, helicopter troops, combat support units and support service units. 

The Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will include 45,9 percent of Bosnians, 33,6 percent of Serbs, 19,8 percent of Croats and 0,7 percent of others. 

The Armed Forces will be distributed at 66 locations in 21 town in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and 14 towns in Republika Srpska. Twice as many soldiers as in Republika Srpska will be located in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Soldiers are distributed into three infantry regiments which will continue the traditions of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Croatian Defense Council and the Army of Republika Srpska.

Operative commands of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be located in Banja Luka, Tuzla and Čapljina, the brigade of air forces will be situated in Banja Luka and the support brigade in Sarajevo. The helicopter batallion will be distributed in Sarajevo and Banja Luka and the antiaircraft defense batallion in Sarajevo.  

The common headquarters and the Operative Command will be situated in Sarajevo, whereas the seat of the Support Command will be in Banja Luka. 

The reform of the Armed Forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina requried the decrease of the number of professional soldiers in the former entity armies. The excess soldiers and officers will be offered professional retraining, new positions, severance pays or retirement. 

The greatest financial assistance so far for taking care of excess solders has been given by the NATO alliance (around 8 million euros). 

As of October 1 this year all members of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina will receive same salaries. So far professional soldiers in the Federation have had significantly higher wages than the soldiers in Republika Srpska, although the common Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina were founded on January 1, 2006. The differences in the salaries caused justifiable protests with the soldiers and officers in Republika Srpska.

As of October 1 the new distribution of the officer and army staff will begin, so that around 30 to 40 percent of current soldiers will be transfered to new locations, according to their specialties. 

6. ELECTIONS

This period has been marked by the pre-election campaign for general elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the entities, held on October 1. 

The citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina elected their Members of Parliament for the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The voters in Republika Srpska were electing the Members of Parliament in the National Assembly of Republika Srspka, as well as the President and the Vice-President of Republika Srpska, whereas the elections for the Members of Parliament in the Federation Assembly and the Members of Parliament in the assemblies of all 10 cantons were held in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Central Election Committee accepted the so-called passive registration of voters for these elections. This means that all citizens who were issued the new personal identity card (through CIPS service) have been automatically enrolled into the voters lists. The depopulated citizens were entitled to choose if they will vote in their present place of residence or back where they used to live until 1992. 

This way of registration of voters increased the number of citizens with the right to vote by 15 percent, compared to the local 2004 elections. 

The Central Election Committee certified the voting lists which registered 2,736.886 citizens with the right of vote. 

The voters in the Brčko District could choose for which entity parliament they wished to vote. So 18.270 voters decided to vote for the Members of Parliament in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 30.676 voted for the Members of Parliament in Republika Srpska and 25.918 remained uncommitted.

The Central Election Committee certified the participation of 36 political parties, 8 coallitions and 12 independent candidates for the general elections. Total number of candidates on the voters lists was 7.245 of which citizens will elect their representatives on all authority levels.

The pre-election campaign lasted officially from September 1 to September 29, and 24 hours before the beginning of the elections, the pre-election silence began, which lasted until the voting places have been closed.

The pre-election campaign was conducted mostly within the legal framework, with the usual rhetoric of the candidates who tried to homogenize voters from their nations as much as possible. This campaign recorded much less insulting and nationalist statements than was the case in the previous campaigns.     

The elections themselves were held in a fair atmosphere and within international standards. No violation of the Election Act has been recorded, which was verified by the international and local observers. 54,48 percent of registered voters (1.467.379) actually voted, which is considered to be satisfactory.  

The voters elected candidates from several parties in the general elections on October 1. 

The following persons were elected Members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

Haris Siladžić (The Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina) as the representative of the Bosnian nation; 

Nebojša Radmanović (The Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats), as the representative of the Serbian nation, and 

Željko Komšić (Socio-Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina), as the representative of the Croatian nation.

According to the unverified results, the MP positions in the House of Representatives of the Parliamentry Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina have been obtained by the following political parties:

The Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats (SNSD) seven MP positions,

The Party of Democratic Action (SDA) nine (9) MP positions,

Socio-Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina (SDP) five (5) MP positions,

The Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina (SBiH) eight (8) MP positions,

Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) three (3) MP positions,

Croatian Democratic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina (HDZ) three (3) MP positions,

Croatian Democratic Community 1990 (HDZ 1990) two (2) MP positions,

The Party of Democratic Progress (PDP) one (1) MP position and 

Democratic National Alliance (DNZ) one (1) MP position

Democratic National Alliance (DNS) one (1) MP position

The Labour for Welfare Party – one (1) MP position

BPS –Sefer Halilović – one (1) MP position

The unverfied results of the elections for the National Assembly of Republika Srpska (NSRS):

The Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats (SNSD) 41 MP positions, 

Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) 17 MP positions,

The Party of Democratic Progress (PDP) eight (8) MP positions,

Democratic National Alliance (DNS) four (4) MP positions, 

The Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina (SBiH) four  (4) MP positions, 

The Socialist Party of Republika Srpska (SP) three (3) MP positions,

The Party of Democratic Action (SDA) three (3) MP positions,

Serbian Radical Party (SRS) two (2) MP positions and

Socio-Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina (SDP) one (1) MP position.  

Milan Jelić from the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats has been elected President of Republika Srpska and Damir Čordaš (Croatian Coallition for Equality) and Adil Osmanović (The Party for Democratic Action) have been elected Vice-Presidents. 

7. POLICE REFORM

Problems with police reform and creating common police forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina according to the European criteria are still present. The problem is in the attitude of the representatives of Republika Srpska who do not accept territorial division of police forces transgressing the entity lines. All Serbian politicians in Republika Srpska are opposed to such division. They accept two other principles, common command and common police financing. 

The Board of Directors of the Police Reform Headquarters extended the term for completing the model of organization of future common police forces to November 30 this year.    

The Board of Directors for the reform has harmonized the decision whereby only the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be conducting control of the police, but it will not influence the operative functioning of the police forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The decision that the common police forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina are managed by the Police General Manager who will be responsible for the work of all police forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been adopted. He will also be the member of the Board of Directors of the police, which will include all directors of the Safety Intelligence Agency (SIPA) and State Border Police, the director of local police areas and the director of the support police. 

The reform of the police, i.e. creating common police forces, is one of the key assignments of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina for continuing negotiations on the Stabilization and Accession  Agreement. The representatives of the European Union and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the diplomats in Bosnia and Herzegovina support and offer assistance in exercising police reform. 

7.1. Exceeding police authorities 

In this period several cases have been recorded in which the police exceeded its authorities and had physical conflicts with the citizens in Republika Srpska.

The Inspectorat for interior control of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska in the period January – July this year investigated the cases of more than 100 policemen suspected of having committed various crimes, including serious crimes.

77 charges for instituting a disciplinary proceedings have been filed against 109 policemen and an official of the Ministry of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska.

Proceedings against 32 policemen have so far been brought to an end. Two policemen were fired, 16 policemen had to pay fines and 4 policemen were acquitted.

Nine policemen have been suspended until the disciplinary proceedings are finished. One of them has been charged with having committed war crimes, whereas the others have been suspected of giving false statements, treason, trafficking, roberry, forgering documents, illegal use of force and behaviour unbecoming policemen.

Milan Runjić, war time retired invalid, confirmed that he was physically assaulted by two policemen in Banja Luka (July 11). He also has a medical finding claiming injuries on his face and neck. 

As he was driving the car, policemen stopped him and after a short discussion they started to slap him. They broke his glasses and when he told them he was an invalid they slapped him on the face again and then took him to the police station.     

The case was also reported to the police administration which instituted an investigation and a disciplinary proceedings against the two policemen. 

Radomir Jugović from Pale confirmed to the media that on July 12, in a fair on Pale, he was beaten up by four policemen. He also has a medical certificate stating he sustained minor injuries on his back. 

After the assault, the policemen left them and did not take them to the police station. 

The management of the Public Security Center of Banja Luka suspended 19 policemen for exceeding official authorizations or refusal to cooperate with the police authorities. The suspentions are related to the event that took place on June 25/26, in front of the «Palas» Hotel in Banja Luka, when the policemen beat up several young men. A disciplinary proceedings was instituted against these policemen. There is also an investigation being conducted against a number of these policemen for the abuse and exceeding official authorities (physical conflict with the citizens), and against the remaining policemen for their refusal to cooperation in investigating this case. 

Džemal Husejinović from Konjević Polje (municipality Bratunac, eastern part of Republika Srpska) confirmed to journalists that he and several other citizens of Bosnian nationality were attacked and beaten up by the policemen from the Police Station Bratunac with the assistance of special police forces from Zvornik (July 24). 

The incident took place at a gas station in Konjević Polje. As testified by Husejinović, the policemen attacked the Bosnian returnees for playing loud music in their car. After the first conflict a larger group of Bosnian returnees gathered at the spot, which threatened to develop into a major conflict between the citizens and the police. The situation calmed down after a platoon of special police from Zvornik intervened.

Husejinović was taken to the Police Station Bratunac and after the interrogation he was released. 

On this occasion, the Public Security Center Bijeljina made a public announcement in which they blamed Bosnians for the incident. According to this announcement, Bosnians did not want to turn down the music in the car and they insulted the policemen by swearing. Since there was a danger of this incident developing into a greater conflict between the group of Bosnians and the policemen, an order was given that the special police platoon from Zvornik intervenes, which resulted in calming down the situation, the police explanation read.  

The Deputy Commander of the Police Station in Banja Luka Milan Vavan was suspended (July 26) for reasonable doubt that he had taken part in an armed robbery of the gas station «Ideal» in this town, which took place on May 18 this year. Milan Vavan was given over to the competence of the District Prosecution Office in Banja Luka.

Vavan was suspended even earlier for beating up the citizen Teda Dukić in Banja Luka on February 15 this year. After the expiry of the suspension he was appointed Deputy Commander of the Police Station in Banja Luka.

The Director of the Police of Republika Srpska Uroš Pena made an announcement on the occasion of publishing the list of possible perpetrators of the crime in Srebrenica, among whom there were also active policemen from Zvornik. He pointed out that the policemen who did not commit crimes should not fear the list and sanctions, and that there is no place for the ones who took part in the crimes in the police of Republika Srpska. Criminal proceedings will be instituted against the persons who committed crimes.

The Minister of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska Stanislav Čađo announced intensificaiton of activities aimed at finding out the corrupted policemen, especially in the Traffic Police. He confirmed that disciplinary proceedings have been instituted against 12 members of the Ministry of Home Affairs and that appropriate sanctions have already been pronounced to four of them. 

7.2. Police harrasment of NGO members 

The most drastic example of police harrasment of citizens took part in Sarajevo, in front of the building of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina (September 27). 

The members of SIPA, who secure the building, beat up the members of non-government organization «Tutto Completo» from Kakanj with their bats and fists in front of TV cameras and citizens (near Sarajevo) and afterwards they arrested and brought them to police station, where they stayed in temporary arrest for one day.

The members of the NGO «Tutto Completo» expressed their dissatisfaction with the work of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina by throwing liquid paints onto the building, calling it a «mottley revolution». The policemen in security reacted by attacking the members of the NGO immediately.

The entire incident took place before the TV cameras and numerous citizens and the recordings were broadcasted on TV stations several times. 

Several hundreds of citizens protested because of police harrasment and arrest of NGO members by stopping the traffic for 15 minutes in front of the building of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

7.3. Attacks on policemen

Police members were also exposed to the attacks of aggressive citizens. Several such cases have been recorded in this period. 

In Gacko (south-eastern part of Republika Srpska) officer on duty Đ. A. was attacked (August 8). During the regular traffic control he was attacked by a driver D. N. from Trebinje and the policemen sustained minor bodily injuries. 

Young man D. Č. assaulted the policemen on duty Z. B. who had been asking for his identification, by slapping him with his hand on the head, and then ran away. The incident took place in Banja Luka on August 10. 

In front of the disco «XL» in Eastern Sarajevo a group of young men attacked the commander of the Police Station Branimir Šehovac and a policeman for trying to prevent a fight between these young men (September 2).

In the village Petrovo (municipality Prijedor, western part of Republika Srpska) a drunken person D. M. attacked the policeman M. M.,  who was trying to take him out of the restaurant. The police patrole on duty intervened and privela the drunken D. M. to the police station. Criminal charges were instituted against him for assaulting an authorized official and disturbing public peace and order.   

8. JURISDICTION REFORM

The reform of judicial authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina was continued with the reforms in misdemeanor courts. It has been provided that the present independent misdemeanor courts in Republika Srpska be transfered as divisions within the existing 17 main courts. 

53 judges have been appointed to the new misdemeanor courts. Due to reorganization of the of misdemeanour courts a number of former judges is without employment. 

The Act on amnesty of misdemeanors has become effective, amnestying minor traffic offences processed before the courts. The reason for rendering such Act is a large number of misdemeanor charges in the courts which cannot be solved in the several following year. 

According to the annual report of the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council around 1,3 million of unsolved cases are in the court records of all the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

8.1. Special Prosecution of Republika Srpska

Special Prosecution Office for fighting organized crime and the most severe cases of economic crime, which will function within the District Prosecution Office of Banja Luka, has been established in the judicial system of Republika Srpska.

The Special Prosecution Office has six prosecutors and Miodrag Bajić has been appointed President and Mahmut Švrakić has been appointed Deputy. 

8.2. Penitentiary for minors

Within the Penitentiary of the Institution Tunjice in Banja Luka a Correctional Institute for minors was formed. This is the first correctional institution for minors in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The capacity of the Institute is 35 places in the category junior minors (14 to 16 years of age) and senior minors (16 to 18 years of age). 

20 employees will be employed in the Institute, among whom there will be pedagogues, psychologists and social workers.     

8.3. The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The State Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina is processing mostly war crimes, serious forms of economic crime and terrorism. The trials are conducted in difficult conditions, due to a large number of cases and lack of judges and prosecutors.

One of the problems of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina is also the lack of prison space. The recent donors' conference where assets for building a prison were requested was unsuccessful. As the result, the Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina was compelled to order another 20 prefabricated houses which will serve as temporary arrest units. Therea are already 21 such temporary arrest units along with the building of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. A location in Eastern Sarajevo has been provided for building the prison of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but the money for the building has not been provided yet. It has been forseen that the building of the prison would cost 14,4 million euros. 

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina was visited by the Ambassador for war crimes John Clint Williamson. He expressed full support of the American administration to the work of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina and he promised that the USA will provide financial assistance to the Court of around 4 million dolars for building the prison.   

9. RIGHT TO RETURN

According to the data of the Ministry of Human Rights of Bosnia and Herzegovina in this state around 180.000 citizens have the status of internally depopulated persons. These are the persons who have moved from one part of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the other during or after the war. A part of them expresses their wish to return to their prewar places of residence, but that there are not conditions for it. The major reasons are the great number of devastated houses and the citizens cannot build new houses themselves. 

The national structure of depopulated persons is the following: the greatest percentage of depopulated persons are Serbs, over 47 percent, Bosnians with 45 percent and around 7 percent of Croats.

At the same time it is speculated that another 500.000 citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina live abroad, either permanently or temporarily. There are no data to show how many citizens wish to return to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

With the aim of motivating the return the Ministry of Human Rights of Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. the Committee for Exiled and Depopulated Persons, with the donations from international and local organizations, has provided 41 million euros for the restoration of 7.371 houses of returnees in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina. 15,5 million euros was also provided for the process of sustainable return. The realization of this project has been planned by the middle of 2007.  

9.1. Return to Republika Srpska

The returnees of non-Serbian nationality on the territory of Republika Srpska are exposed to all forms of discrimination. The attitude of official authorites towards returnees is especially disturbing. According to all laws the authorities have a duty to create conditions for sustainable return, which means that apart from returned property, the returnees should get employment and exercise all other rights such as medial and pension insurance, education and religion. 

In all statements they make, the authorities accept these obligations, but fail to put them to practice. In many cases it is obvious that local authorities, with the previous silent consent from entity authorities, intentionally fail to create conditions for sustainable return. 

The authorities avoid to comply with the constitutional amendments on mandatory employment of individuals of all nations in the authorities, public institutions, education and health care. In most cases mostly Serbs are employed in these organizations. 

Conditions for the freedom of religion are not being created either and the incidents directed towards desacrating religious facilities and preventing religious ceremonies are very frequent.

The authorities do not observe legal regulations on introducing a group of national subjects into schools (language, history, geography).   

Bosnian MPs in the National Assembly in Republika Srpska often emphasize the problems of discrimination towards the citizens of Bosnian nationality, as well towards Romanies and Croats. 

One of the examples related to employment can be found in the municipality Vlasenica. Before the war around 62 percent of workers of Bosnian nationality were employed before the war in the municipal administration, whereas today there are no Bosnian employees. Similar can be said for the municipalities Bratunac, Milići, Zvornik, Višegrad, Doboj, Berkovići. 

Municipality Bijeljina has been under sanctions of the American administration for six years already for drastic violation of human rights against non-Serbian citizens. 

Many Bosnian returnees express fear for meeting the same people who used to imprison them in the camps, harass, rape and exile in their own towns. Some returnees, for fear, leave their homes and go to live in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In the settlement Kotorsko, near Doboj, depopulated Serbs started to build their houses again on the land which belongs to Bosnians. The citizens of Bosnian nationality from this settlement protested before the OHR building in Sarajevo, asking the OHR to stop illegal construction in their property.     

The return of Bosnians is minimal also in the municipality Foča. There used to live 5.500 Bosnians in this town before the war, and now only about one hundred Bosnians live there. A great number of Bosnians sold their property and will surely not be returning to Foča. 

The return has been prevented also by the difficult economic situation in this municipality, i.e. lack of conditions for sustainable return.

The municipal administration of Foča has taken away the family house of Suvada Kumro and gave it to someone else to use it. The Main Court did not acknowledge the charges for the return of the house to Mrs Kumro. She announced to raise new charges with the District Court of Trebinje. 

 
Out of 5.000 illegally constructed residential or business facilities, the municipal administration in Bijeljina determined and destroyed the house of a Romany returnee as the first facility to be knocked down. 

10. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

In the last few months the media in Republika Srpska have been exposed to pressures from certain political parties on several occasions. The reason were the oncoming general elections (October 1). The political parties tried to realize better pre-election campaign and lobby as many voters as possible. 

Two strongest political parties in Republika Srpska, Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) and the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats (SNSD) were publicly accusing each other that the other party put pressures on the media.

SDS published a survey in which it claimed that the media in Republika Srpska, especially RTV of Republika Srpska (RTRS), as a public service, are in the services of SNSD politics. 

This caused great public debates, which estimated the evaluations of SDS as meddling with the programme concept and pressure on the independent editing politics of RTRS.

SDS accused the General Manager of RTRS Dragan Davidović of having deliberately prevented the eleciton of new members of the Board of Directors of RTRS. The reason for this, allegedly, was to keep the editing policy supported by SNSD. 

Certain media continued to support some political parties. The support is the result of political orientation of certain media or financial dependence of these media from certain political parties.  

Not all media in Republika Srpska respect the National Day of Mourning which was pronounced by the Ministers Council on July 11 on the occasion of the commemoration and burial of the victims from Srebrenica. The media, including the public service RTRS, conveyed the information on the commemoration and the funeral, but did not change their usual programme. The media broadcasted regular popular and music shows. 

This was also noticed by the Regulatory Communications Agency, which did not sanction any of the electronic media.

Several organizations filed charges to the Regulatory Communications Agency against a number of media who did not respect the National Day of Mourning, but they still received no response.

10.1. Fines for the media 

The Regulatory Communications Agency published an information that in the last year it processed 186 cases of media violating the rules, regulations and licenses for work. 55 resolutions on pronouncing sanctions have been passed. The greatest number are fines at the total amount of 116.000 euros. 

In September this year the Regulatory Communications Agency punished several electronic media in Bosnia and Herzegovina with fines and warnings. 

The Federation Radio-Television Federacije was fined with 1.000 euros for revealing the identity of a child in a show thereby endangering the rights of a child.

NRTV Studio 99 of Sarajevo was fined with 1.000 euros for violating the broadcasting code, where a public person was being degraded. 

Fines of 500 euros each were also pronounced to Radio Kalman and Radio Soli for violating the code and insulting an ethnic community.

RTV BN was given a warning for violating the code on broadasting RTV programme, for broadcasting the war period events (the Tuzla column) one-sidedly. 

Warning was also given to the Public Service BHT and RTV Mostar for violating the decency and kindness provisions of the RTV Programme Broadcasting Code.       

11. PREVENTING RETURN – INCIDENTS 

One of constant forms of preventing return of the Bosnians, Romanies and Croats to Republika Srpska were the attacks on the retrunees and their property and the attacks on the religious facilities. In this period several such incidents have been recorded. It happens again that the police is informed about the incidents, but it does not institute an investigation and the search for the perpetrators. In most cases the culprits are never found, which proves that the police is not resolved to find the perpetrators of the incidents. 

Such attitude of the police of Republika Srpska is in the service of the extreme forces politics who continue to realize political ethnic cleansing started during the war. 

Bosnian associations of citizens and the representatives of religious communities (Islaamic and Catholic) often warn public and authorities that the returnees are not provided guaratnees for their personal safety and the safety of their property.

The ombudsmen for human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina also pointed out to the frequent incidents with the returnees in the municipalities Trebinje, Bileća and Nevesinje. They 

asked the Minister of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska to make a public announcment on that occasion and take all actions in order to decrease such incidents. 

The ombudsmen own documents pointing to the infringements of the rights of usufruct of their property is guaranteed to them by the European convention on the protection of human rights and main freedoms. The incidents include the assaults on property, on some returnees, by writing insulting and threatening grafitti, verbal assaults, attacks on cares, and in several cases the use of guns has also been reported. 

In a smaller number of incidents there have also been injured persons. The injuries have been cause by the explosions, in fist fights and with blunt objects, and in one case the victim was stabbed with a knife. 

Bijeljina

Unknown perpetrators desacrated the memorial plate to the Jews who were killed as the victims of the fascist regime (July 2). Two crooked crosses were written on the memorial plate.

Unknown persons barged in into the premises of the restored Atik mosque located in the downtown of Bijeljina (July 30). The burglars took an unknown amount of money from the mosque, left by the belivers as their contributions. 

During the same night the premises of the Islaamic community in Janja, near Bijeljina were broken into. Unknown thieves stole around 2.500 euros from the cashier. The police instituted an investigation to search for the perpetrators

Banja Luka

Car make «Mercedes» owned by Aleksandar Došenović in Banja Luka was set on fire (July 2). Fire did great damage to the car. The police instituted an investigation.

An Orthodox ocil – four letters «S» were written on the newly restored mosque Salihija in Banja Luka (settlement Mejdan) (July 3). Desacration of the Islaamic religious facility was condemned by the Islaamic community of Banja Luka. 

In the suburbean settlement Vrbanja, near Banja Luka, a person took a shot from a moving car from the automatic gun, as they were passing by the restored mosque in the settlement (July 10). The citizens of Bosnian nationality, returnees to Vrbanja, protested because of this incident by blocking the street for a short time. The police confirmed the incident and found one citizen of Serbian nationality who is a suspect.

Similar incidents motivated by national affiliation used to take place before in this settlement. 

Insulting graffitti motivated by national intolerance were written on the house of the famous Bosnian poet Nasiha Kapidžić in Banja Luka (July 11). Among other things, there was an inscription «slayer the balijas» (balija is an insulting name for Bosnians).

Insulting graffitti for the citizens of Bosnian nationality were written on the playground of the Elementary school in the suburbean settlement Vrbanja (Banja Luka) (July 15) ("down on your knees before the Serbs", was one of the graffitti). A soccer tournament took place in that playground in which Bosnian and Serbian teams from Vrbanja took part. Having seen the insulting graffitti, the Bosnian teams withdrew from the tournament.  

An unknown person knocked down a tombstone on the Muslim graveyard in Banja Luka (July 19). The inspectors of the Police stations conducted an investigation.

The same time, unknown vandals threw eggs on the mosque Salihija in the settlement Vrbanja (Banja Luka).

An unknown person broke a windo on the entrance door of the Adventist Church in Banja Luka (August 19). 

Unknown persons stole a brass plate from the monument raised in memory of the killed soldiers of the Army of Republika Srpska on the Orthodox graveyard "Sveti Pantelejmon" in Banja Luka (August 27). The police instituted an investigation in search of the perpetrators.

Three bronze bells weighing around 1.100 kilograms were stolen from an Orthodox church in the village Talić-Jaruga (municipality Banja Luka) (September 6). 640 kilograms of copper metal sheets, rain drainpipes and copper eaves were also stolen. The damage is estimated at around 30.000 euros.

Unknown persons knocked down the fence which represents the border where mosque Arnaudija used to be located in Banja Luka before the war (September 9). The police instituted an investigation
Fire was placed under a car make "Alfa Romeo" in settlement Paprikovac in Banja Luka. The car, owned by Milan Stojić, was completely destroyed. The fire damaged slightly the car parked in the immediate vicinity.

Prijedor

A bomb was thrown on the house owned by Tema Mujdžić in the settlment Donja Puharska (municipality Prijedor (July 5). The explosion did great damage to the entrance doors of the house and the building facade. 

Returnee Ejub Klipić was attacked in his settlement Donja Puharska (municipality Prijedor) in his own yard (July 30). He was attacked by his neighbour Mirko Kovačević and sustained serious bodily injuries on the head, so he was admitted to the Prijedor hospital. Kovačević attacked and made threats to Klipić on several occasions already. The reason for this are unsolved property issues between the two of them.     
The police of Prijedor received a complaint that unknown persons wrote insulting graffitti on the church in the place Petrovo (municipality Prijedor) and drew a crooked cross and the crescent mood with the star (August 14). 

A group of vandals threw several bottles of beer on the house of the returnee Zijad Čanić in Prijedor (September 17). On that occasion the window on the house was broken and the facade sustained minor damage.    

Rogatica

Unknown perpetrators stoned the restored mosque in the center of Rogatica (eastern part of Republika Srpska) (July 17). The facade of the mosque has been damaged in five places. The police conducted an investigation.

Two days later the stoning of the mosque repeated and minor damage was done to it.

Trebinje

Unknown persons desacrated and damaged the tombstones on the Muslim graveyard in the settlement Gorica near Trebinje with shots from a gun (July 18). Bosnian associations asked the local authorities to discover the perpetrators and prevent such and similar incidents. Similar incidents have already been recorded on this graveyard. 

An unknown explosive device exploded in the village Gornje Granačevo (municipality Trebinje, southeastern part of Republika Srpska) in the night between July 22 and July 23, in front of the house of the Bosnian returnee Izet Arnautović. There were no injured in the incident. 

On the occasion of this explosion the Islaamic community from Trebinje made an announcement pointing out that a number of incidents on the Bosnian returnees and their property has happened lately. 

They also pointed out at the incident which took place on July 21 in a kebab restaurant owned by a Bosnian returnee, when a group of young men with Serbian flags insulted the owner on national basis, they sang nationalist «great Serbian» songs and refused to pay their bills. 

The incident which took place on July 18, when a group of young men of Serbian nationality took shots on a Muslim graveyard in Trebinje was also mentioned in the annoucement. 

Insulting graffitti were written on the house owned by V. H. in the settlement Zasad in Trebinje, such as «chetniks» and «Ratko Mladić» (September 28).   

Srebrenica

Unknown perpetrators knocked down the wooden cross erected in the old town above Srebrenica (July 24).  The cross had been erected at a place where an Orthodox monastery used to be. That is the fifth time that this cross is being knocked down and so far none of the perpetrators has been found.

Bratunac

In the settlement Konjević Polje a conflict occurred between the policemen and a group of young men of Bosnian nationality on July 25. The Bosnians accused the policemen for this incident. There were no injured in the incident and it ended with the intervention of a larger number of policemen from Bratunac and a special police unit from Zvornik. 

The district prosecution office from Bijeljina instituted an investigation about this incident.

The small soccer tournament which took place in the village Bjelovac (municipality Bratunac) ended in a conflict between the local Serbs and the guest players of Bosnian nationality (August 2). The Serbian viewers attacked the Bosnian players and in that conflict two Bosnians were seriously injured, and the third Bosnian, Samir Jahić, sustained a knife stab and was taken to the hospital in Tuzla. 

In the night between August 23 and August 24, the monument for the killed soldiers of the Army of Republika Srpska in the place Kravice (municipality Bratunac) was desacrated. A crescent moon with a star and the inscription «Bosnia and Herzegovina» was written on the monument.   

A group of young men of Serbian nationality sang Serbian nationalist songs, calling for the killings and slaughtering of Bosnians in front of the Orthodox church in Konjević Polje (municipality Bratunac) (September 11). They sang songs about the Radovan Karadžić and Ratko Mladić, the accused of war crimes. 

Religious ceremony was conducted, secured by a larger number of policemen. The church in Konjević Polje was built illegally on a private land and its owner is asking the church to be relocated. 

Doboj

Unknown persons took shots from an automatic gun at the Islaamic priest near village Lukavica Rijeka (municipality Doboj East). The priest was unharmed in the incident (July 28).

A graffitti «send the ustashas back to Croatia» was written on the house of Kata Grlić (of Croatian nationality) (August 14). The police instituted an investigation.

A graffitti «Serbia» was written at the entrance into the settlement Kotorsko, near Doboj, which upset the returnees of Bosnian nationality (September 8). Depopulated Serbs in this settlement built several houses on Bosnian land and a dispute about it has been conducted for a long time.

Bosanski Brod

The District Office (Catholic) in Novo Selo (Bosanski Brod) was broken into (August 5). The burglars stole the money in the Office and took an electricity power unit and some tools. The police instituted an investigation. 

Unknown persons demaged the monument to the killed soldiers of the Army of Republika Srpska in the place called Unka, near Bosanski Brod (August 7). The images of the killed comabatans on the monument and flower pots were broken.

The police from Bosanski Brod arrested M. J. suspected of having broken into the District Office in Bosanski Brod (September 6). A camera, two cellular phones and other technical items were stolen in the burglary.

Zvornik

A kukasti krst was written on the facade of the family house, owned by B. P. in Zvornik (August 14). The police instituted an investigation.

The facility "turbe" of the Islaamic community in the settlement Divič near Zvornik was broken into and a certain sum of money was taken from the cashier (August 19). The police instituted an investigation. 

Un unknown person threw a bomb on the stairway of the Orthodox church in the settlement Divič, near Zvornik (September 6). The entrance door and the stairway were damaged and the windows on the neighbouring house were broken.

A window was broken on the kebab restaurant "Slatko ćoše", owned by the Bosnian returnee Midhat Hadžiribić, in Zvornik (September 15). As the owner claims, this is the nineth time in the last three years that someone has broken the window of this facility.  

Šamac/Bosanski Šamac

Unknown persons broke into a chappel on the Catholic graveyard in the place called Gornji Hasići (municipality Šamac/Bosanski Šamac) (August 19). Several tools were taken from the chappel, worth 50 euros in total.

Pale

Mladen Andić threw a bomb on the shop selling automobile parts "Moto-prodaja" on Pale (September 4), owned by P. Kusmuk and Ž. Brčkalo. The explosion set the gas tank in the shop on fire and a large fire broke out, so firemen had to intervene.

Brčko

Insulting graffitti were written on the wall of Atik mosque in the settlement Ivice, near Brčko, which is under construction (September 5). 

Bosanska Gradiška 

Milan Radjenović was injured from the planted bomb placed under the car in the settlement Čatrnja, near Bosanska Gradiška (September 5). He was hit on the hip by a shrapnel from a bomb  and was taken to hospital. The police instituted a wide investigation , since this incident could have caused much more serious consequences.   

Foča

A bomb was thrown on the car make "BMV", owned by D. P. in Foča (September 20). The car was seriously damaged and the family house also sustained damages.

12. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Freedom of religion in Republika Srpska has double standards. The believers of Orthodox religion have full freedom of religion and the entity and local authorities help the building of Orthodox religious facilities with great financial donations.

On the other hand, the members of Catholic, and especially of the Islaamic religion, are in subordinate position. The authorities talk about respecting the rights and religious freedoms of Catholics and Muslims, but do not exercise it in practice. 

Since all Islaamic religious facilities on the territory of Republika Srpska wrere devastated during the war, the authorities place various administrative obstacles to make the issuance of licenses for the restoration more difficult. The authorities do not take part in the financing of these facilities, although they were destroyed by the authorities and the Army of Republika Srpska within the political ethnic cleansing of the terrotiries of Republika Srpska from the members of non-Serbian population. 

Bosnian returnees to Divič, near Zvornik are asking the Orthodox church built on the grounds of the destroyed mosque to be relocated. This church was the cause of several international incidents. 

Similar problems occurred related to the church in Konjević Polje which is built without license in the yard of the Bosnian woman Fata Orlović. In this case also, the owner requires the church to be relocated. 

In a meeting (September 27, in Bijeljina) attended by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina C. S. Schilling and religious leaders, the bishop of the Orthodox eparchy of Zvornik and Tuzla, Bishop Vasilije and Islaam muftija Husein ef. Kavazović of Tuzla, an agreement was reached that the church in Divič be relocated to another location. 

The problem of the church in Konjević Polje was not discussed.

The restored Islamic religious facilities or the ones under construction are often the targets of attacks and desacrations. These facilities are usually stoned, their doors and windows are crashed or insulting graffitti are written on them. In most cases the perpetrators of these incidents remain unknown. 

Similar attacks and desacrations of Orthodox and Catholic religious facilities have been happening recently.  

With the aim of strengthening religious tolerance and freedom of religion, the American Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina provides financial support to the restoration of religious facilities.

Two projects of the Committee for the preservation of national monuments of Bsosnia and Herzegovina have been approved from the Fund of the American Ambassador for the support of cultural-historical monuments.

Around 48.000 euros was approved for the restoration of the Ferhadija mosque in Banja Luka, and around 21.000 euros was allocated for Saint Nicholas' Church in village Trebinje, near Stolac (southern part of Bosnia and Herzegovina).

The Islamic community filed charges against the town of Banja Luka and the Government of Republika Srpska for the compensation of damage of 16 mosques in Banja Luka. The request for damages is 7,6 million euros. The charges was filed in 2000, but the judicial authorities have still not taken it in consideration. 

The Public Attorney's Office of Republika Srpska, represented by the Government of Republika Srpska required the Court to dismiss the charges as having no grounds, as well as due to the statute of limitations.  

12.1. Religious teaching in schools

The celebration on the occasion of the beginning of this school year (September 1) in the Elementary School «Sveti Sava» in Zvornik caused the protests of the members of the Islaamic community. On that occasion the Orthodox priest held a religious ceremony for all school students. 

The Islaamic community and the associations of the citizens of Bosnian nationality and the political parties condemned the holding of the religious ceremony for the students of Bosnian nationality (of Islaamic religious affiliation). This act was also condemned by the Minister of Education of Republika Srpska.       

13. SOCIAL RIGHTS

The greatest number of citizens in Republika Srpska is exposed to violation of some of social rights. However, the members of non-Serbian population who are not able to exercise their social rights is much greater. 

The most frequent social right being violated is the right to employment, i.e. losing jobs during the privatization of companies, along with the right to health care and pension insurance.

Some statistical data also demonstrate the difficult position of the majorty of citizens of Republika Srpska and the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

So currently the unemployment rate in Bosnia and Herzegovina is around 40 percent of population able to work. 

Around 150.000 unemployed are kept in the unemployment records of Republika Srpska, around 357.000 in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, whereas around 20.000 unemployed have been registered in the Brčko district. 

According to the data of the Ministry of Social Protection of Republika Srpska, more than one half of population of this entity is socially endangered. Over 22 percent of population is poor, and another 30 percent are on the verge of poverty. Currently the social protection funds cannot provide adequate financial aid to the endangered citizens.

That is why in some towns nacionalne kuhinje are opened where the most endangered ones can get one free meal a day.

The most endangered categories of population, apart from the unemployed, are the retired people, old, sick and disabled, depopulated persons and returnees. The most endangered ethnic group in Republika Srpska and in Bosnia and Herzegovina are Romanies. 

The majority of Romanies live in separate settlements, often without water, electricity, sewage. The employment rate among Romanies is below two percent. The other Romanies support themselves by collecting secondary raw materials and by begging. A large number of Romany children do not attend schools since their parents prefer to send them to beg on the streets. A number of these children tends to steal.    

In Bosnia and Herzegovina around 811.000 persons are employed. Average income in Republika Srpska is around 260 euros, and around 300 euros in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. A large number of workers do not receive regular payments of their salaries and the employers often fail to pay contributions for medical and pension insurance for their workers.

The European Committee will allocate 43,8 million euros for improving both social and economic position of the citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A part of these funds will be spent for democratic stabilization, institutional building, public administration reform, jurisdicaiton and internal affairs. 

The Ministry of Human Rights will also be using these funds, in order to decrease the discrimination of returnees. 

Difficult social and economic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the existing uncertainty of their improvement results in the wish of the majority of young people to leave Bosnia and Herzegovina and find permanent residence in some other country with stable economic condition. According to a survey conducted by the Youth Informative Agency, as much as 77 percent of young people wish to leave Bosnia and Herzegovina.     

13.1. Consequences

Various contagious diseases are the regular consequence of difficult social and economic condition among the population. Bad and irregular nutrition also accounts for serious diseases such as pulmonary tuberculosis, which has been expanding constantly in the past few years. The number of patients with AIDS is also on the increase for the same reasons.

According to the records of the Ministry of Health 47 persons with AIDS have been registered in Republika Srpska so far, 13 of whom had already died. 

Bad economic and social situation increases also the number of people consuming narcotic and often becoming addicts. A large number of young people turn to drugs, and in the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as in Republika Srpska, there is no plan on the state level on fighting drug addiction. There are no specialized institutions for treating drug addicts, with the exception of minor colonies for breaking of a habit of drug abuse, organized by religious organizations or counseling centers organized by non-government organizations. 

Elementary school students, younger than 15, also frequently try to use drugs, while the number of beneficiaries in secondary schools is rather high. 

According to the data of the World Police Association in Bosnia and Herzegovina there are over 100.000 persons dealing with production, sale or use of narcotics. 

The greatest smuggling channels transfering narcotics from the East to the Western European countries lead through Bosnia and Herzegovina.     

13.2. Posttraumatic stress

Difficult social and economic situation is the reason that people are increasingly suffering of posttraumetic stress syndrom (PTSS), also known as the «Vietnam syndrome». These are the people who took part in the recent war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, who are frustrated with their position and social events. 

Around 500.000 people who fought in the recent war in Bosnia and Herzegovina in one of the three armies in the period from 1992 to 1995 live nowadays in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

A great number of these people suffer from serious traumatic consequences of war (around 30 percent) which are only increased by the frustration of their present position in the society.  

PTSS also leads to people becoming mentally ill and at these moments they are unable to control their actions. Violence towards family members and people in their surroundings is often the cosequence of this. 

Such traumatic stressful situations also lead to suicides. Supposedly around 1.000 persons suffering from the Vietnam syndrome in Bosnia and Herzegovina have committed suicides. 

There are no specialized institutions which would admit and conduct treatment of these persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

14. MISSING PERSONS

A very important and responsible task to search for the missing during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina is often being obstructed by the entity authorites. The authorities of Republika Srpska and the associations of the missing from Republika Srpska have no trust in the work of the Federal Committee for the search of the missing. That is why the common Institute for the Search of the Missing in Bosnia and Herzegovina has not yet commenced its work. 

The deadline for the beginning of work of the common Institute was October 1, but it has not been met. That is why the Office for the Search of the Missing of Republika Srpska and the Federal Committee for the Search of the Missing have continued to work separately.

According to an earlier agreement in which the International Committee for the Search of the Missing took part, the entity committees were supposed to transfer their jurisdictions and data to the common Institute for the Search of the Missing of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

One of the reasons for delay in the work of the common Institute, apart from mutual distrust, is also the lack of financial means which the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina has not provided yet. 

The associations for the search for the missing warn that their miseries are often abused in politics, especially during the pre-election campaigns.

The beginning of work of the newly established Committee for Investigating the Killings of Serbs, Croats, Bosnians, Jews and Other Citizens of Sarajevo from 1992 to 1995 is encountering difficulties. The Committee for Sarajevo was founded on June 15 this year, as requested by the Serbian associations dealing with the search for the missing in Republika Srpska.   

The International Day of the Searhc of the Missing, August 30, was marked in Bosnia and Herzegovina. On that occasion an information was presented that around 15.000 persons are still reported missing in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Out of that number around 2.000 missing in Republika Srpska are still searched for.

In Republika Srpska 5.180 persons went missing during the war and so far around 3.300 persons have been found.     

In the area of former Yugoslavia around 18.000 of missing persons are still searched for.

14.1. Mass graves

In the course of this year both entity committees for the search for the missing have discovered and opened up 294 mass or individual graves. During this year 1.600 exhumated bodies have been identified with DNA method. 8.600 exhumated persons have been identified so far with this method in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In the area of village Kamenica (municipality Zvornik, Republika Srpska) an exhumation of the discovered mass grave, largest so far, has been completed. the remains of 1.153 persons were exhumated from this grave. 144 complete bodies and incomplete parts of 1.009 persons were found. All victims were civilians, the citizens of Srebrenica, shot by the Army of Republika Srpska, after it occupied this town in the summer of 1995.  

15. FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted a Strategy of fighting terrorism, whereby the adoption of new and the change of the existing laws is provided, as well as strengthening cooperation among the agencies in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the fight against terrorism. 

In the first year of conducting the Strategy, the attention will be paid to adopting new and changing the existing laws. In the second year, activities will be conducted on strengthening international and interinstitutional cooperation, as well as establishing appropriate data bases. The third year will be a success test of this new and improved system of fighting terrorism. 

15.1. The first trial for terrorism in Bosnia and Herzegovina  

The first trial to persons accuse of terrorism has begun before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina (July 20). The accused persons are Mirsad Bektašević (19), the citizen of Sweden, Abdulkadir Cesur (21), the citizen of Turkey and Bajro Ikanović (30), the citizen of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The charges accuse them that they planned the terrorist attack in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The terrorists planned to make the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina withdraw their soldiers and representatives from Iraq and Afghanistan by setting up an explosive device. In the investigation the police also found evidence such as improvized belts with explosive, a gun with a silencer, 20 kilograms of explosive and video tapes with a farewell speach. 

15.2. The mining of the grave of A. Izetbegović 

Unknown persons committed an act of terrorism by placing and activating an explosive device on the tomb of Alija Izetbegović, the first president of Bosnia and Herzegovina (August 11). The heavy explosion destroyed the marble tombstone and a 70 centemeters deep crater was made in the grave. 

Izetbegović was burried on the Sarajevo Muslim graveyard Kovači. This incident brought about harsh criticism of all citizens and political parties in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the representatives of the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The police conducted a comprehensive investigation, but still did not manage to trace the perpetrators. 

16. WAR CRIMES TRIALS

The trials against the accused of war crimes during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been continued before the International Crime Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia in Deen Hague (ICTY). 

Two ICTY verdicts caused great reactions in the public of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The first one was the verdict pronounced against Naser Orić, the war commander of Srebrenica, convicted of two years imprisonment for the crimes committed against civilians. The public opionin in Republika Srpska is that the sentence must be much harsher and that with this verdict ICTY actually gave amnesty to Orić's responsbility for the committed crimes. 

On the other hand, the public in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina thought that the punishment was appropriate and they treated Orić as a national hero, and not as a person convicted for having committed war crimes. 

The verdict pronounced to Momčilo Krajišnik, the former President of the National Assembly and the member of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina of 27 years imprisonment for the committed crimes against humanity caused harsh reactions in Republika Srpska. The public of Republika Srpska and the representatives of Serbian political parties think that the verdict was too harsh and that the court failed to prove the crimes for which Krajišnik was accused.

The public in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina thinks that the punishment should have been even harsher.

The trials against seven high military officials of the Army of Republika Srpska, accused of crimes in Srebrenica, has begun before the ICTY. 

Five people, Ljubiša Beara, Vujadin Popović, Drago Nikolić, Vinko Pandurević and Ljubomir Borovčanin have been accused for genocide of over 7.000 Muslims in Srebrenica in mid July 1995. Two generals Milan Gvero and Radivoj Miletić have been accused of crimes against humanity in Srebrenica and Žepa. 

16.1. Trials before the local courts

The trials agains persons accused of war crimes are still in progress before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Cantonal Court of Sarajevo pronounced a verdict of 14,5 years imprisonment to Samir Bejtić for the crimes committed agains Serbs on the locality Kazana, near Sarajevo. 

The Cantonal Court of Bihać convicted Milorad Stanić of Prijedor to 13 years imprisonment for war crime, murder of the civilian Kemal Harambašić in 1992. 

The proceedings for the committed war crimes against 39 persons is being conducted before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. There were 27 persons of Serbian nationality, one person of Croatian nationality and one person of Bosnian nationality among the accused.

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina pronounced a verdict five years imprisonment to Boban Šimšić for the criminal act of crime against humanity, committed against the Bosnian civilians in Višegrad in 1992.   

The Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina encounters many difficulties in processing war crimes. One of the problems is the lack of a state prison. The arrested persons have been placed in prefabricated containers.        

Sincerely yours

The information service of the 
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