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Map of the region. Refugee sites marked in white, with permanent settlements in black. (Locations 

based on UN data.) 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The governments of Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger,9 with close 

support from UNHCR, the UN Regional Humanitarian Coordinator and 

UN National Humanitarian Coordinators, and donors, must:  

• continue to ensure that refugees’ rights are respected in line with the 

1951 Refugee Convention and additional protocols, particularly the right 

to seek asylum, and uphold the principle of non-refoulement10 and keep 

borders open even in the event of a major influx of refugees;  

• preserve refugees’ ability to access humanitarian aid by urgently 

deploying and having on standby additional police and gendarmerie 

forces that are trained in and comply with international humanitarian and 

human rights, and refugee law, to provide security within camps and 

around them, including by patrolling roads. This must include community 

outreach, including via female security personnel, to better understand 

the threats faced by refugees and host communities;  

• take steps to prevent militarization and infiltration of refugee camps by 

armed groups operating in northern Mali, including by curbing the 

movement of arms in camps, disarming armed individuals, and 

separating combatants from civilians, while respecting their rights; 

• ensure that every refugee camp is located in an appropriate and safe 

area, that refugees and local authorities are involved in relocation plans, 

and that relocation is voluntary and takes place in safety and dignity; 

• increase their capacity to co-ordinate humanitarian assistance by 

urgently recruiting more administrators with humanitarian expertise to the 

National Refugee Commission in Burkina Faso, the National Refugee 

Eligibility Commission in Niger, and the Ministry of the Interior and 

Decentralization in Mauritania, to be deployed in camps and to participate 

regularly in humanitarian co-ordination meetings; 


