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Highlights  
UN peacekeeping chief arrives in Juba 
Gurtong Juba, 05/07/13 - Herve Ladsous, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Peacekeeping Operations has arrived in Juba for a three-day visit starting today. 

Juba, 5 July 2013-(Gurtong)- On arrival on a chilly Friday morning, Ladsous headed to the 
office of President Salva Kiir where the two are expected to meet for an hour and issue a joint 
press statement later. 

According to an earlier United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) press statement, 
Ladsous would also meet the Vice-President Riek Machar, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Nhial Deng Nhial, the Minister of Interior, Alison Manani Magaya, the Minister of Defence 
and Veteran Affairs, John Kong Nyuon. 

Other members the USG is expected to meet and hold discussions with include the Chief of 
General Staff of the SPLA, General James Hoth Mai as well as members of the foreign 
diplomatic corps, UNMISS civilian and military staff. 

Ladsous visit comes at a time when conflict has continued in Jonglei state and Abyei where 
some peacekeepers were recently killed. 

This visit however would enable Ladsous to take stock of progress, achievements and 
challenges encountered by South Sudan and the United Nations Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) in the past 12 months. 

The USG would also meet the Head of Mission/Force Commander of the United Nations 
Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) to get an overview of its mandate 
implementation, accomplishments and challenges. 

He would also travel to Jonglei State to assess current conditions there, meet local authorities 
including the Governor Kuol Manyang Juuk, the UNMISS staff, military peacekeeping 
contingents and pay special tribute to the UNMISS civilian and military staff who lost their 
lives recently in the service of peace in South Sudan. 

Ladsous last came to South Sudan in November 2011 and stayed for a week meeting the 
leaders of the country and visiting the peacekeeping missions in the country. (Back to Top) 

Media Bills shall be passed before Second Independence Anniversary - Speaker 
Gurtong Juba, 03/07/13 - The Speaker of the National Legislature, James Wani Igga has 
announced that the remaining media bills shall be passed before the second independence 
anniversary celebrations next week. 

The Media Authority and Access to Information bills have not yet been ratified since their 
presentation to the House. Igga said the bills should be passed and become as part of the 
achievement on the work of the August House in its second year of independence which 
indeed it will deserve. 

Igga had wanted MPs to have an extra-ordinary sitting today but women MPs who are 
beginning a two-day workshop could not accept postponement of their schedule compelling 
Igga to rule for next Monday July 8th just a day to the independence celebrations. 
 
“So please on Monday let’s come, discuss and pass the bills,” Igga told the MPs as they 
accepted. (Back to Top) 

VP Machar speaks on hopes to lead South Sudan 
Sudantribune.com Juba, 04/07/13 - South Sudan vice-president, Riek Machar has spoken 
about “time for change" and a need to avoid "authoritarianism”, while indicating his desire to 
become South Sudan’s next president. 
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However, Machar, the UK’s The Guardian newspaper reported, said his president has not 
performed well, citing the latter’s failure to address issues of nation-state. 

He specifically said Kiir had failed to tackle rampant corruption, rising tribalism, 
overwhelming insecurity, dwindling economy, poor international relations and that the south-
ruling party (SPLM) was losing vision and direction. 

Machar stressed the need to tackle such tough challenges while in the driver’s seat; a clear 
expression of his intentions to challenge Kiir’s current position as the chairperson of the 
ruling party ahead of the country’s elections in 2015. 

This is the first time South Sudan’s second most powerful man has given an interview about 
his desire to take over country’s top leadership, although has been quoted before in public 
statements made. 

“When a president has been in power for a long time, it becomes inevitable that a new 
generation arises," Machar told The Guardian. 

"It is a natural process, it is best to move that way. It is not that the incumbent is at all bad." 

"To avoid authoritarianism and dictatorship, it is better to change. Our time is limited now. I 
have been serving under Salva Kiir. I do my best serving under him. I think it is time for a 
change now." 

He added: "Our president has a good legacy. He took us through a very difficult interim 
period and that was managed successfully under his leadership. The CPA was implemented, a 
referendum was conducted, independence was declared, and now we are in a transition. This 
is a good legacy for Salva Kiir." 

President Kiir has led South Sudan since August 2005 following the death of then rebel leader 
John Garang de Mabior in a helicopter crash six months after the signing of the 2005 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). 

Machar, who then became Kiir’s deputy is widely credited for having played a key role in the 
implementation of the CPA, which led to the conduct of the January 2011 referendum. He was 
for instance the chair of South Sudan’s delegation that negotiated the CPA implementation 
with Khartoum. 

In 2010, Machar, who was Kiir’s running mate in the country’s general elections, called on 
the party’s leadership to embark on the process of transition so as to maintain the confidence 
and support among the southern population it fought to liberate. 

Last year, the SPLM dispatched its most senior members to various states and carried out a 
country-wide performance assessment based on the party’s policies and activities at the 
grassroots. However, results from these assessments shockingly showed the party had lost its 
sense of direction and vision. 

Party officials are now worried that the historical party may not win the upcoming 2015 
elections, after it appears to have lost the confidence of the people as the country’s ruling 
party. 

Many, however, blame the party for alleged failure to deliver the much-needed service to the 
people, while others say the SPLM has performed below peoples’ expectations. (Back to Top) 

South Sudan in talks with Yauyau rebels to end conflict 
Sudantribune.com Juba, 04/07/13 - South Sudan on Wednesday announced it had entered 
into talks with rebel leader, David Yauyau to find remedies of ending the conflict in its largest 
state of Jonglei. 

The move comes just days after the country’s leader, Salva Kiir instructed elders from the 
Murle tribe to establish contacts with the rebel leader and persuade the latter to respond to 
amnesty. 
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President Kiir has vowed to pardon rebel leaders and their followers fighting against his 
government, should they respond to an amnesty issued in April, this year. 

The amnesty, South Sudanese information said, establishes a legal framework for peace under 
which rebel leaders can officially be forgiven for crimes they may have committed while 
fighting against the Juba regime. 

"In the coming days, the results of the conversations with the David Yauyau will be known. 
Efforts are being made. Elders from Murle and religious groups have initiated contacts”, 
Barnaba Marial told reporters in the capital, Juba on Wednesday. 

They have taken advance steps and it is a just a matter of time and the result of their 
engagement will be made known to the public, he added. 

In recent months, however, the Jonglei-based rebel group has lost several of its members, who 
have deserted, with many others arrested or killed in military offensives. 

Currently the group claims it has approximately 3,000 members. 

But, although the group still remain a threat, many believe peace should be given chance to 
prevail over military offensive. 

“The current effort being made by the elders and the religious group, may well be the best 
opportunity to end the insurgency," argued Dut Kuir Deng, a native of Jonglei’s Twic county. 

However, although Deng believes peaceful efforts could be one of the ways to end the conflict 
in the region, others are less optimistic about the peaceful negotiations. 

Ayuen Alier, a native of Jonglei’s Dukpadiet county insists that entering negotiations with the 
rebel will definitely weaken security and allow the promotion of rebellious mentalities in 
societies. 

Minister Marial also said military operations will continue “on every single centimeter of the 
national territory”, alongside peaceful negotiations with the rebels. 

“We will learn from the errors of the past in order not to repeat them”, he remarked. 

Currently, only South Sudan Democratic Movement/Army (SSDM/A) rebel group has 
willingly responded to the amnesty pardon. (Back to Top) 

SPLA tightens security nation-wide ahead of Independence Day 
Eye Radio Juba, 04/07/13 - Security has been tightened around Juba town and international 
borders ahead of the second anniversary of Independence Day, according to the SPLA. 

SPLA spokesperson Col Philip Aguer told Eye Radio yesterday that proper security measures 
have been put in place to protect dignitaries and the borders of South Sudan. 

“There are committees that are doing those preparations, but in term of security, the security is 
normal and quiet. At the international borders level, the security is quiet. 

“At the level of town…it is the same thing; where the celebration will take place, security is 
tight, and it will be just as a usual celebration that will go on smoothly.” 

According Col Aguer, security arrangements will include blocking some major roads before 
the day of celebration. 

As the country marks the second anniversary, hundreds of civilians from the state are still 
harboring in the neighboring Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda due to insecurity in the state. 

The UN reports that thousands have fled Pibor County and part of greater Bor and Akobo 
over rebel attacks, child abductions and recurrent cattle raids. 

Last month, aid organizations raised concern over clashes between government forces and 
rebels of David Yau Yau. 

The fighting has made delivery of food and health supplies difficult. 
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“Police contingents have been deployed throughout the state to allow citizens to celebrate the 
event in a peaceful environment,” Jonglei state deputy governor Hussein Maar Nyuot told Eye 
Radio today. 

“I just want to assure the public that there is proper security mechanisms put in place, and let 
them come out in large numbers in order to celebrate their independence,” Hon. Nyuot added. 

“Security is properly taken care of.” 

Mr. Nyuot said the government is still persuading David Yau Yau to abandon his rebellion so 
that Jonglei state can experience stability. (Back to Top) 

Police say 200 criminals arrested in June 
Radio Miraya Juba, 03/07/13 - Police in Juba said they have made 200 arrests of suspected 
criminals in the Capital’s three Payams of Munuki, Kator and Juba in June. 

The Central Equatoria State Police Commissioner, Maj. General Abraham Manyuat, told 
Radio Miraya that most of the suspects were charged with offenses of robbery and illegal 
possession fire arms. 

 Police Commissioner Abraham also said his authority has recorded a slight drop in the crime 
rate despite public outcry about increasing insecurity in Juba. 

“There is reduction because the Criminal Investigation Department had been patrolling day 
and night, we have joint patrol team which will not give the criminals time to plan,” he said. 
(Back to Top) 

South Sudan and DRC bordering states sign cooperation agreement 
Sudantribune.com Juba, 04/07/13 - The bordering states of the Republic of South Sudan 
(RSS) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have signed a cooperation agreement to 
tackle border security, economic and socio-cultural activities between the two sisterly 
countries. 

The five-year renewable agreement was signed on 23rd June 2013 by the three governors of 
the RSS’ Central Equatoria and Western Equatoria states and the governor of the Province 
Orientale of DRC. 

Central Equatoria state governor, Clement Wani Konga, on Thursday briefed the vice-
president, Riek Machar, on the contents of the agreement. 

The parties to the agreement have expressed commitment to encourage collaboration between 
their law enforcement agencies and security organs. 

Vice-president’s press secretary, James Gatdet Dak, told Sudan Tribune on Thursday that the 
agreement also calls for formulation of a joint action plan to improve and promote good 
relations between the three bordering states. 

The three governors also agreed to establish Tripartite Commission and Governors’ Forum as 
well as sub-commissions on security and border control. 

The agreement also calls for cooperation in economic development and socio-cultural 
activities. (Back to Top) 

Immigration Dept. tightens rules on foreigners 
Eye Radio Juba, 04/07/13 - The Ministry of interior has reasserted its call for all foreign 
nationals in South Sudan to acquire official documents that indicate they are legally in the 
country. 

The order says foreign nationals who don’t have documents risk being deported to their home 
countries or being charged and possibly jailed. 
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“We are not saying that we don’t want foreigners, but the foreigners we want must be legal 
people in the country, if you have your documents, no problem,” the Director of Immigration, 
Major Gen Augustino Maduot told Eye Radio. 

“It is our responsibility to encourage investors to come to the country; it is our responsibility 
to welcome any workers required by institution to close the gap. But this should be done in a 
legal way,” said Mr. Maduot. 

Major General Parek also said that legal documentation is in the interest of national security. 

“There’re runaways who come here for crimes, and they do not have any identity. 

“Somebody can go and commit some crime and they don’t have identity. How do we know? 

“And we also need to protect our own people, our own national security and even foreigners 
themselves because some people commit crimes against the foreigners.” 

Maduot hopes that foreign nationals working or residing in South Sudan will acquire the legal 
documents to avoid being deported. 

All foreign nationals working in the country are required to possess a visa, work or resident 
permits. (Back to Top) 

No deliberate target against Ugandans, says Juba minister 
The Daily Monitor Juba, 04/07/13 - The South Sudan Minister of Interior has said there is no 
programme targeting any Ugandan trader and other members of the East African Community 
operating in the country. 

Mr Alison Manani Magaya, who admitted the insecurity problems in his country, however, 
insisted that Ugandan traders are welcome. 

“Yes, we know there are problems but the government does not have any programme to target 
Ugandans or other members of the East African Community here,” Mr Manani said at a party 
to celebrate the promotion of Dr Fred Yiga from a commissioner to Assistant Inspector 
General of Police in Juba, South Sudan. 

The minister’s remarks come as several Ugandans continue to complain of harassment and 
abuse by the South Sudan security and businessmen.  

A dozen Ugandans have been killed in the country over the last two years, while at least 100 
Ugandan traders are in South Sudan prisons over unclear offences. Police forces on both sides 
have since established joint patrols to solve cases of harassment by armed officers between 
the two countries.  

Mr Manani also welcomed the promotion of Dr Yiga. “I have been working with [Dr] Yiga 
for years even before he joined the United Nations Mission in South Sudan…He is one person 
who can get things done. He even deserves the second or even first position in the Uganda 
Police Force,” Mr Manani said. 

However, Dr Yiga didn’t comment on whether he is interested in the two top positions in the 
Force but only called for patriotism. (Back to Top) 

UNMISS Korean Engineers upgrade infrastructure in Jonglei 
Gurtong Juba, 05/07/13 - The United Nations Mission in South Sudan’s (UNMISS) Korean 
Engineering Contingent in Bor is undertaking various projects aimed at upgrading the 
infrastructure around the state capital of Jonglei.  

Thirty-five Korean engineers, as well as excavators, bulldozers, motor-graders and road-
rollers are currently deployed to carry out the construction of the parking area scheduled to be 
completed in February 2014.. 

According to a UNMISS press statement, this construction work comes following a request of 
the state government for assistance in road repair. 
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They include the construction of a connecting route between the airstrip parking area and Bor, 
maintenance of roads, construction of the main waste disposal site for the city, and building 
parking for aircraft along the airstrip following a major damage caused by heavy rain in 
previous years. 

Construction of the new parking which will be used for transiting aircrafts, started on 17 June. 
Bor airport is one of the busiest in South Sudan with humanitarian, peacekeeping, commercial 
and government flights frequently landing and taking off. 

“The construction of the new parking area will solve the problem of congestion of the air 
traffic in Bor. It will enhance the capacity of the airport,” says Captain Kyuhak, the Korean 
site manager.  

The Korean engineers have also started work on a waste disposal site in Apir, eight kilometers 
northeast of the center of Bor in an effort to improve local hygiene and keep the environment 
clean. 

The efforts of UNMISS Korean engineers are part of making improvements in the vital areas 
of hygiene and sanitation, and will help to transform the lives of the people in Bor. 

Roads and transport are key to stabilization and peace-building in South Sudan. Upgrading 
infrastructure will help establish the conditions for development benefiting all the people of 
Jonglei state. (Back to Top) 

Authorities threaten to seize cattle in streets 
Radio Miraya Bor, 03/07/13 - Authorities in Bor Municipality, Jonglei State have warned that 
stray cattle moving along public roads will be seized by police and taken into custody. 

Bor Mayor Nhial Majak Nhial, told Radio Miraya on Wednesday that some owners of cattle 
have ignored a police directive to move their animals away from the town area. 

Mayor Nhial also added that the police have been directed to seize stray animals ahead of the 
independence celebrations for which owners will be fined heavily. 

“The police will do us a lot of favors as road users by actually arresting all the cows and put 
them under custody,” he said. (Back to Top) 

New oil refinery not functional yet - Unity State 
Eye Radio Juba, 04/07/13 - Despite hopes that a new oil refinery would be operational by 
Independence Day, an official in Unity state says there will be a delay.  

Last month, the governor of Unity state, Taban Deng, announced in a gathering in Warrap that 
a new oil refinery in Bentiu will be ready to process South Sudan’s crude oil for local 
consumption by the 9th of July. 

However, the state Minister of Information, Joseph Arop Lual, told Eye Radio most of the 
equipment for the construction was delivered late to the site. 

“This refinery was supposed to be launched during this independence anniversary, but the 
equipment and machinery arrived late,” said Mr. Lual. 

“That is the only reason why this refinery will not beat the deadline on the 9th July.” 

Mister Arop said a German company is currently working to assemble the refinery in 
Rubkona County near the oil fields. (Back to Top) 

Government to launch airport construction 
Gurtong Torit, 04/07/13 - The National Government through its National Ministry of 
Transport is set to launch the construction of an airport in Torit, Eastern Equatoria State, an 
official has announced. 

The construction in Torit measures three kilometres by one according to the state Transport 
and Roads Minister Charles Lokonoi Ambrose. 
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He said Eastern Equatoria State authority is preparing to receive a contractor this week in 
order to undertake the upcoming heavy constructions of Torit State Airport that runs from 
former Wildlife Forces Lopulari Training Centre positioned downward to the north of 
Lobalua. 

The Minister Lokonoi confided that the upcoming project which according to him will come 
into force by first launching it either early next week or subsequent to that due to its final 
arrangements, is a national project funded through the Ministry of Transport in Juba. 

He clarified that his Ministry’s role is to ensure monitoring and facilitation of constructions 
processes in collaboration with national Ministry of Transport in a bid to realize an 
international standards facility. 

The leader disclosed that the project was to commence this week but it delayed because 
proper arrangements did not really take place thus leading to a temporary holdup adding that 
surveyors will release their final assessment report which contains recommendations in regard 
to the facility’s construction considering its posture. 

He explained after the constructions, it is going to ease transport saying it is more than Juba 
Airport as it has three lounges. 

“Currently the Ministry undergoing facilitation of 3 by 1 Km and the name of the Airport is 
Torit State Airport. It is going to be one of the national ones and will serve as an alternative to 
that of Juba Airport. It is a very big Airport and it is going to help a lot and will de-congest 
landing,” he said. 

According to Engineers, when everything is ready it will would take approximately nine 
months but will also depend on other factors saying if there are delays it will take three years 
to properly complete to the standards. 

“The Ministry of Transport coordinates and facilitates the process including directing funds 
and bidding process,” he added. 

The Minister notes that the facility once completed will boom the economy of Torit capital. 

The Minister has called on the state public especially Torit host communities and residents to 
jointly cooperate with his Ministry to realize a success in the upcoming construction projects. 

He elaborated that the present Airstrip, located three kilometres away from the proposed one, 
has been insecure as it is just mere murram and could cause accidents saying during rains; 
sometimes it postpones landings even when there is an urgency only to avoid risking lives. 

Advising them to turn up so they are able to benefit, Lokonoi notes the project constructions 
will create employment opportunities to the host communities. (Back to Top) 

AU summons Foreign Ministers: Nhial Deng and Ali Karti 
Eye Radio 04/07/13 - The Head of the African Union High Implementation Panel, Thabo 
Mbeki, has summoned the Ministers of Foreign Affairs from South Sudan and Sudan to meet 
in Addis Ababa to discuss the status of the Cooperation Agreement. 

The Foreign Ministers; Nhial Deng and Ali Karti, are expected to start negotiations about the 
strained relations between the two countries in light of the recent order by Sudanese President, 
to shut down the oil pipeline after 60 days elapses. 

Last week in Khartoum, the two sides discussed the implementation of the cooperation 
agreement and also security issues. 

The official spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mawien Makol, told Eye Radio, 
that South Sudan delegation left this afternoon for Addis Ababa. 

“The meeting will cover cooperative agreement that was signed in 2012. It will tackle the 
issue of agreement that happen,” said Mr. Makol. 

“We hope from that meeting, Sudan and South Sudan will normalize their relations.’’ 
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On Sunday, a delegation to Khartoum headed by the Vice President Doctor Riek Machar, met 
with Sudanese Vice President and agreed on eight other points which includes their 
willingness to accept proposals of the AU’s High Level Implementation Panel. 

The two sides also agreed to respect sovereignty, and territorial integrity of each state, to 
refrain from supporting and harboring rebels, and to normalize and promote bilateral relations. 
(Back to Top) 

South Sudan accuses Khartoum of new attacks on its territories 
Sudantribune.com Juba/ Bentiu, 04/07/13 - South Sudan on Thursday accused neighbouring 
Sudan of carrying out grounds and air attacks in its Upper Nile and Unity states, killing 
unknown numbers of civilians and wounding four government soldiers. 

On Wednesday, a Sudanese jet attacked the Jau area of Unity state on July 3 seriously 
wounding at least seven people, a senior South Sudanese official told Sudan Tribune 
Thursday. 

The jet, according to Unity State’s deputy governor, targeted a route used by refugees fleeing 
the conflict in Sudan’s South Kordofan state. 

"They targeted a routes that is used by refugees when they are coming down from Nuba to 
Yida camp", said Michael Chiengjiek Geay. 

He described the attack as unfortunate considering that Machar, and his Sudanese counterpart 
Ali Osman Taha had met a week before to diffuse tensions between the two countries. 

The deputy governor attributed the attack on South Sudan territory by Sudan on elements in 
Khartoum whom he said are unhappy with initiative between the two countries to peacefully 
address their grievances. 

"Unfortunately there might be some elements within the system of Khartoum that are not 
happy with current initiative, different groups within the system that are so opposed to any 
peace and stability between Khartoum and Juba, that might be the group that is trying to 
provoke the government of South Sudan", said Geay. 

The central government in Juba had been informed of the attack and a meeting to discuss the 
incident and a possible response should have taken place on Thursday, he added. 

South Sudan army (SPLA) spokesperson, Phillip Aguer, confirmed the attack, saying the 
Sudanese army (SAF) launched offensive attacks in its Upper Nile and Unity state locations. 

“The division 17 of the Sudan Armed Forces in Senar had reinforced and launched attacked 
on Gong bar area north east of Renk County, Upper Nile state. They crossed deep into the 
SPLA position south of the area, wounding four SPLA soldiers and four civilians but they 
have been pushed away,” said Aguer, in a statement read on the state-owned SSTV. 

The Sudanese army, he further said, also carried out another attack on the SPLA position on 
Jau, killing and wounding unidentified numbers of people in the area. 

The attack, he stressed, was a violation of the security arrangements which the two sides 
signed as part of the 2012 September agreement, adding that the southern army was capable 
of defending its territorial integrity as well as lives and properties of its population. 

“They (SAF) also attacked SPLA position south of Lake Jau in Unity state but they were 
defeated as usual and the SPLA forces on the ground have remained on high and maximum 
alert”, he said. 

Aguer did not, however, disclose what on actions the army would take in response to 
Khartoum’s military aggression. 

Meanwhile, Philip Jaden, Upper Nile state information minister equally confirmed the attack, 
but did not avail details of casualties involved. 
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“Yes there was an attack yesterday by the Sudan armed forces. They came from Senar, but the 
SPLA was able to repulse them from advancing further south which is a clear violation of the 
cooperation agreement”, Jaden said by phone from Malakal, the Upper Nile state capital. 
(Back to Top) 

August arrival of first UN troops for Sudans' border 
Agence France-Presse Khartoum, 04/07/13 - An advance party of UN troops who will 
support the monitoring of a buffer zone along the disputed Sudan-South Sudan border should 
arrive by August, the top UN peacekeeper said on Thursday. 

They will be among more than 1,000 Blue Helmets who will eventually protect the border 
monitors, Herve Ladsous, the UN's Undersecretary General for Peacekeeping, told reporters 
in the Sudanese capital. 

"We are in the process of deploying an additional battalion," he said. 

While the first troops are expected next month, the rest "will be deployed as quickly as 
possible," to activate the border monitoring, Ladsous added. 

"Because that is a crucial way to contribute to confidence between the two parties on that very 
long, 2,200 kilometres (1,364 miles), and very complicated border." 

The troops with special border duties will be part of the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei 
(UNISFA), one of the contested border regions. (Back to Top) 

Curfew imposed in South Darfur capital after deadly clashes with tribal militias 
Sudantribune.com Khartoum, 04/07/13 - The local government of South Darfur imposed a 
curfew in the state capital of Nyala that starts from 7:30 pm to 7:00 am after deadly clashes 
erupted between members of security apparatus and a tribal militia which led to the death of 
First Lieutenant Ammar Anwar al-Haj security and police assistant Mohammed Abdullah 
Sharara who is nicknamed ‘Dekrom’ and also hails from the powerful Rezeigat tribe. 

Al-Omda Abdullah Mustafa Abu-Nouba, one of the Rezeigat leaders, said the outbreak of the 
violence occurred after a patrol from the National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) 
opened fire on Dekrom inside NISS headquarters in Nyala after summoning him earlier. 

He was then rushed to Nyala hospital but doctors failed to revive him, Abu-Nouba added. 

Eyewitnesses told Sudan Tribune that armed groups from Dekrom’s family made a attempt to 
storm NISS HQ. In the process, the windows of a nearby hotel were smashed and shots were 
fired on the offices of the ruling National Congress Party (NCP) injuring one person inside. 

Unidentified gunmen also looted offices of international organizations in Nyala and seized 
large quantities of food and medical supplies, they said. 

Heavy gunfire exchanged between Rezeigat militias and government troops using light and 
heavy weapons forcing Nyala residents to flee the market, schools and government buildings 
to seek refuge at home. 

The militias used the Finance Ministry building as cover and dozens of SUV cars were 
deployed all over the place.They also fired a Katyusha rocket into the NISS HQ which 
according to an eyewitness turned it into rubbles. 

The bombardment also reached a three-story newly constructed hotel, the witness said. 

Medical sources revealed that 35 to 40 people received gunshot wounds while 5 were fatally 
shot from both sides. 

The Nyala hospital mobilized all doctors and specialists to deal with the large number of 
wounded which led to running out of medical supplies, its director Omer Yacoub said. 

A statement issued by South Darfur Security Committee blamed the events on actions of 
security officers which led to "security imbalances" in Nyala. 
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It said that a commission of inquiry was established to determine the circumstances of the 
incidents and called on citizens not to pay attention to the rumors. 

A meeting took place between South Darfur governor Adam Mahmoud Gar al-Neby and 
Rezeigat tribe which resulted in the arrest of the culprits who opened fire on Dekrom. 

The Governor asked the tribe to disperse the gatherings and stop firing rounds while the tribe 
assured him that they do not want to allow Darfur rebels to exploit these events. (Back to Top)  

‘Failed state status’ overshadows the second Independence Anniversary! 
By Justin Ambago Ramba on SouthSudanNation.com UK, 04/07/13 - South Sudan, the 
world’s youngest nation, only two years old, for that matter, but as a direct consequence of the 
poor leadership style by its elites who are largely drawn from the former liberation movement, 
mostly last minute – ‘Post Naivasha converts’, the country has been fast tracked to face life’s 
most unpleasant experience. The experience of having been consciously failed by corrupt 
politicians, then labelled a failed state, and then expected to celebrate an independence and 
freedom that only exist in the books and the country’s constitution, but nowhere else on the 
ground.  

No normal human being goes around celebrating failure, and still expects not to be seen as 
one who rightly deserves it. But there is now a coincidence, and a precedent is about to be set, 
if you can call it so, as the Failed States Index 2013 Launch Event is scheduled by the Fund 
for Peace for Tuesday, July 9, 2013 – 9.00am-11.30am at The University Club, 1135 16th St 
NW, Washington, D.C. – the same day south Sudan is also set to mark its second 
independence anniversary. 

Whether it is an arrangement or mere coincidence, it is bound to have a huge impact on how 
South Sudan will eventually celebrate its second Independence Day Anniversary – 
unfortunately as a failed state with an alert sign of impending, imminent and probably 
inevitable and what… etc…………..crisis. God only knows! 

In this particular case however, it could still be argued whether the country went on to become 
a failure after it had seceded from Sudan, or was it in fact born a failed state? Like a rat giving 
birth only to another rat; so has the long failed Sudanese state given birth to a failed off spring 
– the Republic of South Sudan? Yet a failed state simply refers to a state that has failed to 
protect and provide services for its citizens.  

To many people including the author, South Sudan’s secession from Sudan on the 9th of July 
2011 was supposed to mean independence from Khartoum. However, evidence has it that the 
new country under the current SPLM’s leadership seems more drawn towards its previous 
foes.  

Borders have never been demarcated, and millions of citizens remain trapped in the wrong 
country, most of who are forced to live a sub human life, under the weight of a political 
decision that they took, but were not followed by parallel action by their politicians in the new 
state. As I write now, many South Sudanese citizens are preparing to celebrate yet another 
independence anniversary in “Babylon” against their wishes, while they await transportation 
back to their ancestral homes in South Sudan. 

Possibly out of intricate economic and security necessities, neither Sudan nor South Sudan 
seems ready yet to let go of each other. The umbilical cord now left only in the form of the 
pipelines that navigate through the swampy terrains deep in the hinterlands, then across the 
desert to Port Sudan on the Red Sea, continues to connect Oil fields of South Sudan to the 
international market.  

Do you call this independence, dependence of interdependence? 

It could be this continuous dependence by this new state on its former rulers in Khartoum for 
trade and export route that has invariably impacted on the various aspects of life to its citizens. 
Already a new South has emerged in the new state of Sudan following the secession of South 
Sudan, and is battling the central government in Khartoum.  
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To ignore the stability or the absence of it, along the borders of the two now separate 
countries, and their effects on both sides, is to pull a blanket on a huge mountain on facts 
which obviously led to where the two countries are now, with Sudan and South Sudan 
occupying the third and four positions respectively in 2013’s list of the failed states. 

Talking about the Failed States Index, the United States’ think-tank, the Fund for Peace, 
which annually releases its list of the world’s failed states, uses a system where it grades 
countries according to how seriously and terribly they have failed.  

The think-tank also classifies the situations in these countries as: Critical, In Danger, 
Borderline, and Stable and Most Stable. If you prefer to read the list in the traditional way, 
that we commonly use in our educational system, putting the best candidates in the top 
positions; you simply turn the list upside down. But because this exercise is mainly to 
measure failure and not the other way round, hence it is produced the way it is. 

Completely befitting the realities on the ground the 2013 list of countries by order of 
appearance in the Failed States Index of the United States think-tank Fund for Peace, stands 
with Somalia, DR. Congo, Republic of Sudan, Republic of South Sudan, etc ………in that 
order. Together with others, these countries are very weak and are all in a critical situation, 
needing immediate local, regional and international attention. 

Failed states have several attributes in common e.g.: Weak and/or ineffective central 
government that has little practical control over much of its territory; failure to provide public 
services; rampant corruption and widespread crimes; refugees and forceful displacement of 
populations; sharp economic decline.  

U.S. National Security Strategy America of the 2002 concluded that the US policy makers 
were now threatened less by conquering states than they are by failing ones.” For a country 
whose foreign policy in the 20th century was dominated by the struggles against powerful 
states such as Germany, Japan, and the Soviet Union, the U.S. assessment is striking.  

The US administration isn’t alone in diagnosing the problem. U.N. former Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan had warned that “ignoring failed states creates problems that sometimes come 
back to bite us.” the French former President Jacques Chirac also spoken of “the threat that 
failed states carry for the world’s equilibrium.” World leaders once only worried about who 
was amassing power; now are worried about the absence of it. 

Long before this 2013 failed states list was released, many other reports compiled by 
renowned International organisations have preceded it, expressing much criticism of South 
Sudan under President Salva Kiir’s SPLM rule.  

Some SPLM apologists, driven by the ‘herd mentality’, were quick to condemn these reports, 
as they exposed the massive and continuous encroachment on citizens’ Human Rights by state 
agents, lack of free speech, curtailed or absent free press, compromised rule of law…etc. 

While well-known SPLM apologists continue to refer to every report that is critical of the 
SPLM government’s records specifically on Rights, and calling it fabricated and unrealistic, 
this time around my surprise was unmatched, as the government’s mouth piece seems to have 
matured-up over the years, given his silence, since the coming of the 2013’s list of failed 
states into the public domain.  

SPLM ‘Thomases’ not satisfied with the report can demonstrate self-respect and political 
maturity by scoring the government’s performance against the 12 factors, in a kind of self-
audit to see where the government of the day stands in as far as issues including security 
threats, economic implosion, human rights violations and refugee flows.  

Those who want to know more about the Failed State Index are advised to visit the 
Organisation’s website, however I have included in this article, for the purpose of quick 
reference all the Factors used by Fund for Peace to ascertain the status of a country. 
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Social factors: Mounting demographic pressures, Massive displacement of refugees, creating 
severe humanitarian emergencies, widespread vengeance-seeking group grievance, Chronic 
and sustained human flight. 

Economic factors: Uneven economic development along group lines; severe economic 
decline. 

Political factors: Criminalization and/or delegitimization of the state – Deterioration of public 
services. Suspension or arbitrary application of law; widespread human rights abuses; 
Security apparatus operating as a “state within a state”; Rise of factionalized elites; 
Intervention of external political agents. 

South Sudanese have, come a long since the 1947 Juba Conference, with loads and loads of 
experiences which should have taught them many things, the most outstanding being that 
social evolution is always a history of accidents, and un-intended consequences. Out of 
frustration, we have heard people saying that had ever visualized that some nincompoops 
would skewer South Sudan’s dream or disembowel their great grand parents’ vision for an 
independent egalitarian South Sudan; they would have elected to let the country implode on 
its inglorious weight. 

Again equally, those seeking to resurrect current leadership as the best thing not to happen to 
South Sudan, seem to forget their roles in the bush politics, and subsequently in the 
Government of South Sudan (GoSS) which they were able to convert in the broadness of the 
day to another GoSS of their own making, the Government of Self Service, and the fact that 
history punctually recorded them as the men and women who led the introduction of tribalism 
and mediocrity into South Sudanese politics. 

Today, people glorify the politicians that rendered the South Sudanese dream of years, and 
decades a fractured fairy tale. Many passively consult a historical amnesia that betrays 
buffoonery, while others actively seek to doctor or revise history, in order to rehabilitate the 
self-battered images of the tribal gods of their political pantheon. 

Members of the National Legislative Assembly, the Council of States and the ten States’ 
Assemblies, who prefer convenient compromises to hard choices born of principles, which 
have been the furniture of immortal and revolutionary changes, are equally guilty of failure to 
challenge the non-visionary policies of the executive, while consciously rubber-stamping 
whatever comes their way.  

The outcome is that before they realized, they have been crowned the best bunch sycophants 
to have led the new born country into premature failure, breaking with it all the set records in 
the failed states indices and their histories. 

No doubt these men are great and original. But unfortunately the parts of them that are great 
are not original, and the parts of them that are original are not great. These flaws in their 
individual characters, is meant to sabotage whatever dreams they claim to have because the 
colour of one’s dreams must issue from the colour of one’s eyes. 

These people unfortunately, are the principal players, upon whose shoulders will lay the 
responsibility of fast tracking South Sudan into the infamous club of failed states. Like many 
other sub Saharan African countries, South Sudan is a nation, from an amorphously, 
conscripted conglomeration of tribes.  

Ontologically compromised by circumstances surrounding her birth, it could only take men of 
great genius, charisma and invincible character, to forge a nation out of a motley band of 
strange bedfellows. 

Subsequently today’s government has wrecked South Sudan beyond measure. Ethnicity has 
been enthroned. Bad leadership mutated and peaked. Military brigands and civilian thieves 
now hold south Sudan to a ransom; creating a cabal of elitist leeches, masquerading as 
patriots. South Sudan has become a playground of international mafia. They sell and buy, 
ranging from everything to nothing. 
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Today President Salva Kiir and the embattled SPLM ruling party are set to navigate the entire 
country on a rudderless ship. Riddled with corruption, people have come to see the status quo 
as the triumph of greed and superlative kleptomania. While they pretended to have been 
shocked by the news of the country being declared a failed state, only in that case better than 
Sudan, DR. Congo and Somalia, these criminals are responsible for every bit of this mess. 

The important question here and now is, whether this status of being a failed state, a thing that 
is likely to remain with the country, or are there ways out of it and how, if any? Based on the 
12 parameters of state failure, it is apparent that South Sudan has become what it is now as a 
consequence of many processes that entered into interplay, since the day the Arab slave 
traders and their white European colonialists counterparts set feet on the land following the 
infamous Berlin’s 1884 Scramble for Africa Conference.  

Africa’s states were designed to fail; Sudan and so South Sudan are no exceptions. First they 
were designed by people who had only their Imperialistic interest at heart. If there was any 
love in them for anything African, it was for the continents natural resources and cheap 
labour. It took both the invaders and their native puppets to disfranchise this giant of a land.  

But when it comes to undoing of this mess that has piled up since the dawn of history, it is 
only true visionary and selfless sons and daughters of the land, who can be looked to, to 
undertake the task. The fact that South Sudan now ranks the fourth among the failed states is 
indeed a thing to worry about. But there comes another bigger, should things continue to go in 
this same direction – from bad to worse.  

Whereas reluctance by the political forces to take the Failed states index report seriously and 
embark on seeking a consensus to bring about a radical change in the status quo, from the top 
to the bottom, any sluggishness poses yet a threat that could drag the new country towards the 
top of the list, to rub shoulders more intimately with those of Somalia and the DR. Congo.  

Unfortunately these are all possible Scenarios given the current leadership style. This week 
has made itself, a week for contemplations and not celebrations. 

Author: Justin Ambago Ramba. He can be reached at: justinramba@doctors.net.uk (Back to Top) 

Two years old but nothing to celebrate 
By Simon Tisdall on The Guardian, Juba, 04/07/13 - The deputy leader of newly independent 
South Sudan has issued a veiled warning to the country's western-backed president, Salva 
Kiir, telling him to stand down and vowing to replace him before or after elections due by 
2015. 

The forceful intervention by the vice-president, Riek Machar, a general in the Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/SPLA) and former regional warlord, threatens to ignite a 
power struggle that South Sudan, an unstable, landlocked and virtually bankrupt country beset 
by border wars and internal insurgencies, can ill afford. 

Kiir, who is expected to seek another term, has reportedly faced three military coup attempts 
since South Sudan gained independence from Sudan two years ago, on 9 July 2011. 

A vicious conflict raging in eastern Jonglei state has displaced 20,000 people this year, the 
UN says. The country's economic plight is worsening, reflected in swingeing austerity 
measures and a growing dependence on foreign aid and loans. 

Now Machar's challenge has raised fears of a new descent into violence only eight years after 
the end of Africa's longest civil war. 

In a boost for his position, Kiir won the agreement of the Khartoum government this year for 
a resumption of southern oil exports via pipelines running through Sudan to the Red Sea. 

But Omar al-Bashir, Sudan's president, is threatening to shut down the pipelines in retaliation 
for what he says is South Sudan's backing for rebels fighting Khartoum's rule in the border 
states of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile. 
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South Sudan denies the claim. But oil accounts for at least 95% of the South Sudan 
government's revenue. Observers in the capital, Juba, say a renewed cutoff could bring the 
new state to its knees, triggering a wider governmental collapse – an eventuality Bashir may 
be keen to bring about. 

Speaking to the Guardian in his office in a government compound in Juba, Machar said Kiir's 
SPLM government had been unable to satisfy the people's expectations after the 1983-2005 
civil war ended with the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which set South Sudan on 
the road to secession and independence. 

Machar suggested that Kiir had failed to use his time as leader since 2005 to build strong 
institutions, tackle official corruption or create a co-operative relationship with Khartoum. He 
said that, after almost a decade at the top, it was time for Kiir to go. "When a president has 
been in power for a long time, it becomes inevitable that a new generation arises," Machar 
said. "It is a natural process, it is best to move that way. It is not that the incumbent is at all 
bad. 

"To avoid authoritarianism and dictatorship, it is better to change. Our time is limited now. I 
have been serving under Salva Kiir. I do my best serving under him. I think it is time for a 
change now." 

He added: "Our president has a good legacy. He took us through a very difficult interim 
period and that was managed successfully under his leadership. The CPA was implemented, a 
referendum was conducted, independence was declared, and now we are in a transition. This 
is a good legacy for Salva Kiir." 

Given the SPLM's control of the government, army and security forces, and all but a handful 
of seats in parliament, Machar said he hoped the ruling party would adopt a pre-election 
endorsement of his candidacy, in effect forcing Kiir to stand down early or drop his re-
election bid. 

But in what observers said was a sign of dissension in ruling circles, a national party 
convention to discuss the leadership issue has been repeatedly postponed. This year Kiir 
stripped Machar of some vice-presidential powers. Since then, critical articles published by 
the state news agency have accused Machar of paranoia. 

Machar appeared unfazed at the prospect of splitting the SPLM. "We hope we can resolve this 
issue. Currently there are four known people who expressed their desire to run for the 
presidency, including me and the incumbent. That shouldn't lead to a split. We want to 
demonstrate democratic debate within … I'm hoping we can remain together as one party." 

While Machar said he would be happy for Kiir to serve under him as president, he was vague 
when asked whether he would be content to continue to serve under Kiir. 

Machar has a history of changing sides. In the 1990s he fell out with the late SPLM leader 
John Garang de Mabior and allied himself with Khartoum before returning to the fold. While 
Kiir and most of the SPLM leadership belong to the Dinka people, Machar's Nuer tribe makes 
up much of the army rank-and-file. 

Another declared presidential candidate is Rebecca Nyandeng de Mabior, Garang's widow, 
who is a presidential adviser. Observers in Juba have speculated that she may join forces with 
Machar in an effort to oust Kiir. 

Dissatisfaction with Kiir's government (of which Machar is a prominent member) is 
widespread, with perceived failures to provide jobs, adequate healthcare, schools, housing and 
roads, and lack of investment in infrastructure and key business sectors such as agriculture. 
Two years after independence, 50% of the population live below the poverty line. Illiteracy 
rates are high. Life expectancy is 42 years. 

Aid experts suggest it does not have to be this way, noting that the Equatoria region is rich 
farming country. "South Sudan's agricultural potential is enormous and encompasses crops, 
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horticulture, fish, livestock and forests … In theory, there should be no shortages," said the 
Overseas Development Institute's Humanitarian Exchange. 

In fact, nearly all South Sudan's food is imported, mostly from Uganda, and hunger and 
malnutrition are persistent problems. The UN and partners say 2.3 million people will need 
food assistance this year, and "nutritional services" will be provided to 3.2 million. By another 
measure, out of a population of 12 million, more than 4.6 million are "food insecure". 

Meanwhile, government spending on agriculture in 2012-13 amounted to only 5.2% of the 
national budget, in contrast to the estimated 25% spent on the military and security services. 
Roughly half of the budget is spent by the government on itself, mostly on salaries and 
prestige items such as ministers' V8 Land Cruisers. 

Corruption among the ruling elite is another corrosive issue. Kiir has admitted that billions of 
Sudanese pounds have been misappropriated and last year called on 75 unnamed officials to 
return cash. 

Despite this month's suspension of two leading ministers over a separate alleged scam, there 
have been no arrests. The anti-corruption commission is reportedly so starved of resources 
that it is unable to pay the office rent. 

The ubiquitous but shadowy security services also stand accused, by Human Rights Watch 
and local journalists, of following Khartoum's example and taking an increasingly 
authoritarian, "surveillance society" approach to independent media, NGOs and civil society 
pressure groups. These groups claim to constitute the only real opposition in the absence of 
effective alternative political parties. 

What a community activist called a "pervasive feeling of unease" reached critical proportions 
last December with the fatal shooting, by unknown men widely assumed to belong to state 
security, of a leading newspaper columnist, Isaiah Abraham. 

NGO workers also report increased numbers of detentions and disappearances in the past 
year. Surveillance by police and other agencies has included demands that planned meetings 
or workshops be cleared with them in advance. 

"The government is becoming very intolerant to any alternative voices so it's very hard to 
positively criticise them," the community activist said. With a wry smile, she added: "Don't 
quote my name or next time you come here you will not find me." 

"We are facing a huge challenge of democratic transformation," said Edmund Yakani, of 
Community Empowerment for Progress (Cepo), an independent civil society organisation. 
"What is happening now is a crisis in the ruling party, a crisis of political leadership. This is 
reflected in the public sphere. The crisis is transferred to the state. It is not the state itself that 
is sick. The sickness is in the party and political system." 

Yakani said an SPLM split might prove the best outcome, as it would give voters a choice at 
the next election. "Then we will have proper checks and balances," he said. Otherwise, South 
Sudan might go down the same route as repressive, de facto one-party states such as 
Zimbabwe. 

Mading Ngor, a leading Juba journalist and commentator, said South Sudan was entering a 
critical period. "The power struggle in the ruling party is killing this country. 

"The politicians think about themselves and who is in the state houses, not the good of the 
country. Oil may be cut off again, bilateral relations [with Khartoum] have reached a low 
point again, and if this happens, this nation may collapse. I hope not." 

A Juba resident who asked not to be identified said: "Many people are pessimistic about the 
way things are going. I remember how long was the struggle for independence. This is a 
consolidation. The next step will be tougher. But it is not a licence for the so-called liberators 
to abuse and sit on the people they liberated. 
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"This is a highly militarised society. We need a change of culture, a change of attitudes. It [the 
SPLM government] has not met expectations and our basic values are ignored. There's no 
equality, no justice, no fairness. Our natural resources are concentrated in the hands of a few 
people. 

"I never thought it would happen overnight. Freedom has to be won over and over again, as 
the South Africans say. But the hard work of nation-building has not started yet." 

With the US and other western countries, Britain – which helped broker the CPA – has 
invested heavily in South Sudan under Kiir's leadership. UK bilateral aid stands at about 
£100m a year after William Hague, the foreign secretary, made the country a priority. 

The UN and associated agencies appealed for $1.16bn (£761m) in 2013 to address what they 
called urgent humanitarian needs – the largest such appeal in the world after Somalia. As of 1 
June, about 47% of the total had been raised. 

So far, at least, experts classify South Sudan as a fragile state, rather than a Somalia-style 
failed state. But as the second anniversary of independence nears, and as the political crisis 
triggered by Machar unfolds, the fraying ties that bind the world's newest country may be 
stretched to breaking point. (Back to Top) 

Challenge of disarming a nation when no one trusts the state 
By Simon Tisdall on The Guardian, Juba, 04/07/13 - Ending insecurity and extending the 
new government's writ across South Sudan, a country roughly the size of France, is one of the 
main challenges facing its struggling leadership. But the prevalence of large numbers of 
mostly unregulated small arms and light weapons – an estimated 3m are in circulation – 
makes this daunting task all the more difficult, arms control experts and officials say. 

"It is not an exaggeration to say that South Sudan is an armed camp," said Geoffrey Duke, of 
the South Sudan Action Network on Small Arms. "There is no strong cultural tradition linking 
guns and rights, like in the US. Mostly it is the product of a perceived need for self-protection 
because the state is weak. People want guns because the government can't fill that gap." 

Landlocked South Sudan is hemmed in by states in conflict or by border and territorial 
disputes, including long-running rebellions in the embattled Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Uganda, the Central African Republic, and in Sudan itself, where insurgencies and 
disputes rage in Blue Nile, South Kordofan and Abyei. 

Seven of South Sudan's 10 states are experiencing some form of violent unrest, sometimes 
involving militias or proxy forces backed by Khartoum. Eastern Jonglei state is the scene of a 
particularly destructive insurrection led by David Yau Yau and his Murle people's militia 
against the SPLM government. UN agencies say 20,000 people have been displaced this year. 

Against this unpromising backdrop, Duke's Action Network on Small Arms, backed by 
Oxfam, is working to change attitudes, reduce gun violence and misuse, and prevent 
proliferation. Part of this work involves documenting supplies to armed groups emanating 
from Khartoum and monitoring government arms control. 

The arms in question comprise mainly AK47s (described by Oxfam as the "world's favourite 
killing machine"), machine-guns, hand guns, rocket-propelled grenades, mortars and hand 
grenades, Duke said. The principal external suppliers include China, Iran, Sudan and Eritrea 
(which is also involved in Somalia). 

The problem extends beyond South Sudan. According to figures produced by Oxfam in 
support of the new global arms trade treaty adopted by the UN in April, Africa lost more than 
$18bn (£12bn) each year from 1990 to 2005 as a result of armed conflict. Between 50m to 
70m AK47s are in circulation in Africa. 

Even the best intentioned disarmament plans go wrong, according to Duke. "In Akobo county 
in Jonglei in 2006 the government worked through the chiefs and consulted the communities 
and told them there is a new dispensation now, so there is no need to have guns. The army and 
police will protect you. 
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"They accepted, but the number of police was very small. They [the local people] were not 
allowed to join the police, so the community was not protected. When the neighbours realised 
they had no guns, they attacked and raided them." 

Other problems in persuading communities to give up their weapons have included the long-
established tribal tradition of cattle rustling, especially when a young man is seeking the 
"bride price" in order to get married. People also often distrust the police and army, and so are 
reluctant to give them a monopoly of guns, according to Duke. 

He also pointed to fears that elections due in 2015 could lead to an upsurge in violence. 
"South Sudan is now less stable than before independence … As the elections draw nearer, the 
politics will be heightened. If it is a truly democratic process, people will give them [the 
politicians] their votes. But others may use violence to keep power … Some politicians have 
their own arsenals of weapons. They are like warlords. So it is a dangerous situation." 

Riak Gok Majok, acting head of the government's Bureau for Community Security and Small 
Arms Control, said the country was struggling with the legacy of a long civil war and the 
failure of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement to make clear provision for arms held by 
civilians. 

"Communities fear that if they hand over their weapons, others will attack them," Gok Majok 
said. In 2009 he said he had produced a plan for simultaneous civilian disarmament across 
several states. But the project never got off the ground, partly from lack of resources. Lack of 
funding remained a serious problem, with his bureau largely dependent on external assistance. 

Innovative approaches were nevertheless under consideration, he said, some backed by 
Britain's Department for International Development. One idea was a mobile theatre and a 
mobile school, plus radio broadcasts in English and Arabic, to educate people about 
disarmament. 

A comprehensive regional approach, a clear legal framework establishing the entitlement to 
carry arms, and more work to develop alternative livelihoods, diversifying from cattle, were 
also required. 

"We need a holistic approach to disarmament," Gok Majok said. "You can take away the gun, 
but you also need to disarm the mind." (Back to Top) 
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