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INTRODUCTION

Purpose

This report is presented by Union of Disabled PesipDrganization's(UDPO) of Azerbaijan. The
ultimate goal of the present report is to the esgerof rights and liberties of persons with disiéibg and
analyze national legislation against the standafdfie UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) and to present an objectiveorefior comparison with the report submitted by the
government on CRPD pointing out existing obstactifficulties, concerns and proposals to achieve
better execution of the ConventionConcrete questions are also proposed for consideraty the
Committee for the purposes of the adoption of isteof issues on Azerbaijan.

Methodology for the preparation of the present subrission
Used means

- Observations and experience of the organizations
- Monitoring of the legislation
- Reports on the country

Support for the preparation of the report

A workshop on Monitoring of the Convention on thigiiRs of Persons with Disabilities was held in Baku
from 11 — 13 June 2013 organized by the Union siblied People Organizations (UDPO) of Azerbaijan,
Disabled People’s International (DBIEuropean Disability Forum (EDEand World Federation of the
Deaf (WFD} on behalf of the International Disability Allian¢iDA)> and with the support of the Open
Society Foundation.

List of DPOs which participated in the preparationof the report

Union of Disabled People Organizations

Azerbaijan Society for Disabled of Eyesight (memdseinternational Eyesight Organization)
Azerbaijan Society of Disabled Women

Azerbaijan Deaf Society Public Union

The Society “For International Cooperation of DigabPeople” (member of Disabled People’s
International)

Republican Association of Haemophiliac Patientsniiner of International Haemophiliac
Organization)

Azerbaijan Diabetic League

“Zaur” Charitable Society of Disabled People

“Umman” Care to Children with Disability

ahobE

o

© oo~

! www.udpo.az
2 http://www.dpi.org/
® http://www.edf-feph.org/

* http://wfdeaf.org/
5 http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/en




10.“CHIRAK” Child Development Public Union

11."Autism” Defectological Psychological Aid Public im

12.*Origami” Child Rehabilitation Centre

13.Research Social Rights Public Union

14.Integration Disabled People into Society

15.“You are not alone” aid to young girls with disatyjl

16.“My world” Rehabilitation Center for disabled chikh and young people with hearing and speech

Azerbaijaf ratified the UN CRPD and its Optional Protocol drOctober 2008 and the Convention is in
force since 29 January 2009. The Government ofrlfg@an submitted its first report to the CRPD
Committee in 20089.

The Constitution of the Azerbaijan Republic was @dd in 1995, while the Law of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on “Prevention of disabilities and inmedi health of children and rehabilitation and slocia
protection of the persons with disabilities (PWDhyigersons with health problems” in 1992.

Treaties are integral part of the national legistaend when any conflict occurs those documer@pesvalil
over the other norms excepting the national laws ahe adopted by referendum or national voting.

There is no a separate body dealing with rightpestons with disabilities and the Ministry of Lab@und
Social Protection of Population is empowérerideal with such issues. The Policy of socialtgrtion of
persons with disabilities is financed by this palistitution. The Institute of the Commissioner Human
Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijarthe capacity of the national human rights ingtitut
was established in 2002. Azerbaijan became a metobre CoE in 2001 and acceded to the European
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in the same year.

Statistics

Currently, according to the official statisticsAaerbaijan:

Number of population 9 235 100

Persons with disabilities 520 793 (5.5% of totgbylation)
including:

Women 202 450 (40% of total population )
Children with disabilities 62 866 (12% of totalgsation)
Labour retired 338 213 (65.5% of total population)
Persons who get social allowance 119 714 (20.686taf population)
Minimum wage 93.5 AZN (Azeri Manats)

Public associations of persons wjth69

disabilities

Boarding homes of the elderly and |of 7

persons with disabilities

& www.azerbaijan.az
" http://www.azerbaijan.az/portal/General/Constitntemnstitution_e.html
8 http://www.mlspp.gov.az/az/pages/172

® http://stat.gov.az/
10 National currency (AZN rates in 26 august 2013ZN&1.078USD, 1AZN=1.049 euros)




Boarding homes of the elderly and of persons withigabilities

- No. 9 Buzovna mental-nervous boarding house
- Young pensioners Area Social Service Center
- No. 8 veterans with mental-nervous boarding house
- Mardakan pension Treatment
- Treatment for war veterans pension
- Boarding houses for war and labour veterans

- Ramana Young Disabled labour and rest house
- Shakhbuz boarding house for the elderly and orphans

- Shamakha No. 1 Specialized mental-nervous boaflthnge

Besides that, for the children with disabilities:

- 12 boarding schools,
- 3 sanatorium boarding,

- 13 secondary boarding school,

- 6 children's homes are acting.

2.2.5. Boarding houses for children and for elderly and dsabled"
(beginning of the year)

in

2001 | 2006 2008 200¢ 201(¢ 2011 2012
The number of boarding
homes for the elderly and 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
disabled
In them:
number of seats 1,012| 1,012 1,012 1,012 1,012 1,012 812
The number of people living| - 5771 7971 7g7| 770| 848 816 732
in
The number of boarding
homes for mentally retarded 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
children
In them:
number of seats 605 605 605 605 602 605 370
The number of people living| - 3001 298| 306 330 279 267 300

The reduction of the number of places in the boarding homes are connected with their repair and

reconstruction

1 hitp://www.stat.gov.az




Positive steps

Ratification of the CRPD and its Optional Protocol;

The representatives of DPOs have been invited ¢odibcussions when the draft law about "Social
service" was discussed in the Parliament (Milli hgj The Social policy Committee of the Azerbaijan
Parliament held discussions with the representtofeDPOs concerning adapting the base law of the
Azerbaijan Republic “On prevention of disabilitiasd impaired health of children and rehabilitatzom
social protection of the disabled and children vittpaired health” to the CRPD. A working group on
improving the legislation including the represeivied of DPOs was formed in MLSPP. At present, the
final version of Law “On prevention of disabilitiend impaired health of children and rehabilitatzom
social protection of the disabled and children witipaired health” is under construction.

Of course the medical model is still dominant aneré are few trends towards the social model. The
officials, representatives of mass media, and soaneof public stress the importance of the satiatiel

in their speeches. It is said that it has beeartakto account in the new draft law in accordanitk the
CRPD.

Articles 1-4: Purposes, definitions, general obligeons

The Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic, in Arti@&(l11l), which is dedicated to the equality of péss
rights and freedom, fails to name disability as@hjbited ground for restriction of rights and liies?

There isonly one article about persons with disabilitieshe Constitution of the Azerbaijan Republic.
According to Article 38 of the Constitutidf persons with disabilities have a right to sociattection.

The definitions of "disability” and "children witlimited health opportunities” are set out in thecsel
article of the Law of Azerbaijan about "The preventof disability and children’s limited health
opportunities, rehabilitation and social protectmipersons with disability and children with ltexd
health opportunities” and according to that arficfeersons with disabilities are persons with laditife
activity as a result of congenital mental and ptaisidefects and defects caused by diseases and
casualties. According to the legislation, the egpien of "disability” was substituted by the exgrea of
“limited health opportunities”. Thus, “a child werdthe age of 18 with limited health opportunitiesthe

child with “limited life activity as the result ofarious mental, physical defects and diseaseddhédtto

the disruption of the general development of thganism, and who is in need of social help and
protection.”

12 http://www.azerbaijan.az/portal/General/Constitntamnstitution_e.html

13 Article 38 Right for social protection

(1) Everyone has the right for social protection.

(2) Most vulnerable persons must get support, énfitist place, from members of their families.

(3) Everyone has the right for social protectionreaching specific age according to legislationcase of iliness, disability,
loss of bread-winner in the family, due to unempieyt and in other cases envisaged by legislation.

(4) Minimum sum of pensions and social allowansespiecified by law.

(5) The state creates possibilities for developnoértharitable activity, voluntary social insuranmed other forms of social
protection.
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Then, this law defines the limited life activiig losing partially or completely the abilitiessefif-service,
movement, to be directed, intercourse, to contra self's behaviour, to study and take part in laeibo
activity.

It is not considered in legislation to grant pessavith autism with the status of disability. Henpersons
with autism are still not recognised as personh disabilities.

The purpose intended in the Law about the "Pregentf disability and children’s limited health
opportunities, rehabilitation and social protectmipersons with disabilities and children with ilied
health opportunities” is not compatible with thegmse intended in Article 1 of the Convention. $aoh
the main terms used in the law (persons with dig@si child with limited health opportunities,
rehabilitation of persons with disabilities, pretien of disabilities,) are not defined preciselpdat is
clear that the meaning of "disabled” is not compativith the social and human rights model put fmav
by the Convention.

The definition of disability in Azerbaijan does nobver lower degrees of disability and is based on
strictly on medical evaluation. As a result, onen d@ denied the right to work according to their
recognised degree of disability and not on whetiwey are able to perform the job’s functions.

The conception of “disabled” presented in the lavbased on the individual (medical) conception Whic
defines the disabled person as a person with #ahiife activity as the result of defects and asperin
need of social help and protection”, it does nadrads the barriers imposed in society which create
obstacles for the full participation and inclusmfiipersons with disabilities.

Furthermore, there is the continued use of derogdesyminology in laws and government discourse to
refer to persons with disabilities. For examples tefinition of a disabled person refers to “defeas
stated above in the law on the prevention of diggband children’s limited health opportunities,
rehabilitation and social protection of personshwdisability and children with limited health
opportunities). In addition, the Criminal Proceglufode makes use of the following language in
reference to persons with disabilities “dumb”, “rtenncapacity”, “defects” (Articles 92, 229), etc.

In the government report the information preseraiemainly reflects legal-regulatory documents. The
level of the co-operation with the disabled peaplefganizations is low. For example, the level of
consultation with DPOs regarding projects in thenistry of Labour and Social Protection towards
rehabilitation, social protection and integratiatoi society of persons with disabilities and claldmith
disabilities is insufficient. Organizations of paens with disabilities are not represented in SaC@lincil
and in Board of Ministry.

Within the Ministry of Social Protection and LabaarAzerbaijan, there is an Executive Board on &loci
iIssues. According to the Law on the “Preventiondabilities and impaired health of children and
rehabilitation and social protection of the persovith disabilities (PWD) and persons with health
problems”, representatives of DPOs should be mesnbeappropriate local executive bodies (Article
6)'* and can also participate in board meetings. Hewen practice there is no DPO on this board and
no information is available on whether these megstire held or not.

 hitp://e-ganun.az/files/framework/data/7/c_f 76%&2.h




Suggested questions

- What steps is the government taking to amend tivealad to introduce a new definition of persons
with disabilities which adopts the human rightsiabmodel of disability as represented in Articlefl
the CRPD, resulting in recognition of persons widnying degrees of disability and including persons
with autism?

- What measures is the government taking to elimidat@gatory terminology from legislation and
government documents and rhetoric to refer to persoth disabilities?

- What steps is the government taking to include qrexswith disabilities and their representative
organizations in the process of drafting and dguakent of laws and policies concerning persons with
disabilities, including children, women, older pars and migrants with disabilities, as well as pess
with intellectual disabilities, persons with psysbaial disabilities, and persons with disabilitiegg
in rural areas? And to ensure mechanisms of ppaticin which are effective in law and in practice?

Article 5: Equality and non-discrimination

Equality of all persons before the law and the tand the guarantee of everyone’s rights andtlgmis
set out in the Constitution.

Corresponding to the law of "Prevention of disapilind children with limited health opportunities,
rehabilitation and social protection of personghwiisabilities and children with limited health
opportunities” persons with disabilities and cteld with limited health opportunities have all gaxial-
economic, political, private rights and libertiegented in the declaration of rights which waspaetd
by the General Assembly of UN, in the ConstitutidrAzerbaijan Republic and in this Law.

Discrimination against them is prohibited and pooged under the law. According to Article 16 of the
Labour Code, determination of privileges, concessi@nd additional guarantees to persons with
disabilities is not considered as discrimination.

However, the prohibition of disability based diseimation is not incorporated into either the Cansiton
or legislation nor is it sanctioned in legislatiodnder legislation, no particular measure (sangtion
regarding disability based discrimination is pradd

According to the "State Programme for the placeno¢mhildren living in state-owned child institutis
in families (deinstitutionalization) and alternaticare in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2006-2015itiere
is a list of diseases that prohibit adoption arkdntaon the guardianship of the child. All persamsh
disabilities whose disabilities are classified igathility groups | and 1l (those who are deemedhdave
lost their working capacity§ are automatically prohibited from adopting a child

There is a main law on disability which is bein@ftied and it will be discussed in Fall 2013. Despit
DPO involvement in this process, and some advarsces, as ensuring the right to work of persons with
disabilities and not linking that to their percegeaof disability, there are concerns, such as somgble

15 http://edu.gov.az/view.php?lang=en&menu=404&id=5320

8 The disability is determined in three main gip Azerbaijan. (I, II, 1l). | group - are thosého are deemed to have the
largest percentage of disability, 1l group - isatdlely less and the Ill group - are those who deemed to have a few
disability problems.
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accommodation » mistranslated into «conscious» raptadation- providing less protection from

discrimination. This «conscious» accommodationxglieitly incorporated into law whilst there is the

need to rather incorporate «reasonable accommaodatiburthermore, there is no training on reasanabl
accommodation to the government or private sector.

Additionally, there are restrictions on traffic ldw reason of disability. Although the driving litses of
non-disabled persons should be renewed every 1@ geaording to the law, this period is 2 years for
persons with disabilities.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to include in the Cutigth and in laws the explicit prohibition of
disability based discrimination?

- What measures are being taken to ensure that thal @é reasonable accommodation is recognised in
the law and draft laws as a form of disability whséscrimination? As well as the incorporation into
law of protection against multiple and intersecéibdiscrimination, discrimination by associationgda
discrimination against persons perceived to hawksability, including effective remedies such as
concrete dissuasive sanctions for perpetratorsear@dss and compensation for victims?

- What steps is the government taking to conduct emess-raising and to provide training to public and
private actors including state officials, judgesut personnel, lawyers, employers, as well as to
persons with disabilities, DPOs and the generallipulon the prohibition of disability based
discrimination and reasonable accommodation?

- What about the enforceability of sanctions for pérgtors of disability based discrimination- are
sanctions based in criminal law sufficiently dissiva and applied in practice?

- What are the remedies available for victims of gismation, including disability based
discrimination?

Article 6: Women with disabilities

According to the Constitution of Azerbaijan, merdamomen have the same rights and freedoms. The
state ensures the equality of everyone’s rights faeeldoms independent of gender and limitation of
human and civil rights and freedoms based on gasgephibited.

The inequality of women with disabilities is stnlg; unlike in the Convention, there are no special
clauses specifically aimed at the rights of disdb®men in Azerbaijan’s legislation. Overall, th&sean
absence of mainstreaming of the rights of womerh wisabilities in wider policies and programmes
aimed at women generally. For example, regardingleyment, in the Law on “State Guarantees of
Equal Rights for Women and Men Gendéthere is no provision about the consideratiorhefrights of
women with disabilities. Although the Law agaifidbmestic violence” dated 22 June 2010 prohibits
domestic violence in relation to the women anddrkih, it does not refer to women and girls with
disabilities and neglects the specific challenpey face in seeking help, and making complaintstindre

it be within the family, school, community or irsiions.

7 http://en.scfwea.gov.az/news/a-200.html
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Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to ensure that womemgiadsdvith disabilities are consulted on an equal
basis with other women and girls when it comes&development and drafting of laws, programmes
and policies concerning women? How will the Statsuee that women and girls with disabilities
across the country are meaningfully consulted aiedemabled to participate in the legislative and
political spheres?

- What steps is the government taking towards a tiseick approach to women and girls with
disabilities? What concrete steps will be undemtain order to mainstream the rights of women and
girls with disabilities across all laws, policiesdaprogrammes in line with Convention and to
systematically collect data disaggregated not bglgender but also systematically disability?

Article 7: Children with disabilities

In the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijahgtterm of “disabled children” was substituted with
“children with limited health opportunities” andwitas given a legal definition. This acts to latigldren
with disabilities in accordance with their healtidas a purely medical approach which is stigmagzi
because it is establishes and presupposes “liwiitdie individual child.

In accordance with the “Children’s Rights Protecticaw”, adopted on 19 May 1998, all natural and
legal persons have to ensure the best interestibdren within their activities aiming to provide
opportunities to ensure their rights.

There is a requirement of minimum 5 years of socislirance length of service in order to be granted
labour pension for “children with limited healthptunities”.

The amount of social benefits (about 60 euros) thaaid to children with limited health opportueg
does not cover sufficiently the child’s needs.

Children with disabilities continue to live in iitsttions separated from their families against rtoest
interests.

There is no norm or law to ensure inseparabilitclufdren with disabilities from their parents agsti
their will or any provision for effective suppod tamilies to care for their child within their hem

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to close institutioegelbp community-based services and strengthen
support to families to care for their disabled @hil the home?

- What other social benefit schemes are foreseetiméoparents of children with disabilities with redja
to covering disability-related as well as providesgsistance and training for families of childrathw
disabilities?

- What kind of steps will be taken in order to alltaw the minimum level of benefit (allowance) foeth
children with disabilities? What steps are beirligetato abolish the requirement of minimum 5 years
of social insurance?

11



Article 8: Awareness-raising

Although the state has taken a positive positiolated to the awareness-raising of persons with
disabilities, the measures realized in this fietd aot enough. There is an official translationtlod
CRPD in Azerbaijani language. But the Conventisnnot published in accessible formats such as
Braille, or in sign language.

According to Article 22 of the law “On preventionf alisabilities and disabilities of children,
rehabilitation and social protection of the disabéad children with disabilities” the state approwign
language as the communicative, training, interpigianeans between persons.

Awareness-raising initiativesbout the rights of persons with disabilities astty carried out by NGOs.

In TV legislation it is foreseen to have telecastout education, teaching and information. Theeenar
separate telecasts about the rights of the pergibhglisabilities. There are no serious probleniatesl to
giving information about the organizations of thergons with disabilities, however there is a latk o
information about those organizations in the region

Sign language, Braille, other accessible formatdipations of the Convention and other laws aretéoh
and have not been disseminated across the terafdahg Republic.

The explanation of the Convention and other laws @ublication of them in simple/plain language @& n
sufficient and also it does not cover all the terres of the Republic. Furthermore, there issudticient
awareness raising of the government, private sectdrgeneral public about the human rights approach
to disability and disability as a social construmiposed by the environment and discriminatory and
stigmatising attitudes. More efforts need to betaby the government to lead campaigns, togetitar w
DPOs, in order to raise the positive image of pessweith disabilities and their contributions to &ty.

Suggested questions

- What activities are foreseen to disseminate anilitéde understanding of the CRPD in accessible
formats across the country including in plain laagg, Braille, sign language and other languages?

- What steps as the State taken to launch and proama@esness raising campaigns the general public,
persons with disabilities, DPOs, the media, emplgykealth and educational professionals to foster
the positive image of persons with disabilities?

- What steps is the State taking to consult with aatively involve DPOs in the design, execution,
evaluation and monitoring of awareness-raising Gagmns?

- What steps is the government taking to undertaiaessible awareness-raising programmes and
campaigns targeted to different stakeholders inetuthe public and private sector, general pubtid a
in particular persons with disabilities (includingildren with disabilities and persons with distigis
living in rural regions, older persons with dis#i®k, refugees and migrants with disabilities) who
their rights and to eliminate the charity/medic&cdurse and to promote a human rights based
approach to disability, including via the medialsas TV, newspaper, film etc?

12



Article 9: Accessibility

Accessibility is mentioned in the Law about the é¥ention of disabilities and impaired health of
children and rehabilitation and social protectidrthe persons with disabilities and persons withlthe
problems” of Azerbaijan Republic dated in 19922001, the "Interim Instruction” on accessibility sva
published by the State Architectural Committee., Buis instruction is not in a law form. This ingttion
was published by UDPO in more comprehensive andogpigte format taking into account international
practice. At the same time, it was copied to discselectronic use. In 2012, the same instructi@s w
prepared again by the UDPO with the order of ML$faRIng into account the international practicedl an
submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers for approeal the legal document. Yet the urgency of this
document is not considered and there is no ligbdit enforceability for not adhering to the prouiss
because it is not confirmed as an official legatudaent.

The free movement of persons with physical distsliwho are in wheelchair and people with visual
impairments are limited. Free movement of persoith disability belonging to the above mentioned

category is limited. The roads, buildings, gengrtie places belonging to the physical infrastrietare

not accessible. Old buildings, newly built roadeyrbuildings, public places were not made accessibl

for persons with disabilities. In some cases atfqggened works in these places were not carried out
according to the standards.

Because of the fact that the regulations and teampanstructions on disabilities are not legallnding,
the organizations in charge of their monitoringnad usually implement them effectively. The roaghsi
are not accessible. The audible signals are availabimited cases, mainly in subways. Sound icaff
lights have been installed in some places, howigveimpossible to use them.

Although the accessibility was considered in thedsubrought to the Republic for the first timeetat
was not possible to use these accessibility meatisese buses. While there are some accessibge tax
(London taxis brought to the Republic), people vdibabilities cannot afford using those taxis amelyt
are limited to only the capital. Accessibility ofillic transports was not considered according & th
program of “Intelligent transport management” (stomformation monitors installed in them, trangpor
services). This program started in 2012.

Accessibility was partially incorporated into thesign of the newly built airport named after H. y&iv,
but it was not considered in the construction ef lifternational Bus Terminal and Railway StatioheT
entrance to Baku subway is especially difficult p@ople in a wheelchair.

The work done on 75 pedestrian crossings mentiamélde government report is off-standard and they
cannot be used by persons with disabilities. Basidlee limited coordinating work which has been
performed in parks and public places is not sugtdbl the use of persons with disability. In regipn
particularly in rural areas, attention to this iardly ever given. There are no places where the
accessibility equipments and accessories can lokiped.

The use of subtitles is applied on TVs. But therao sign language translation. There is a spstiali
deficiency. There is a small number of inclusivel apecific programs on disability. They are usuall
shown on significant days for the persons with loigges. For any kind of airtime a large amouriit o
financial resources is required.
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The education, health services, employment and aifeas do not have sign language services. They ar
not equipped with appropriate equipment and spstsal

Accessible ICT centres were established by the s$#ini of Communications and Information
Technologie¥ of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Heydar AliyevuRdatiort® in Baku and the regions.
However, because of their small number, especalthe regions, many people with disabilities canno
take advantage of these opportunities yet.

Computers with accessible software were distribat®dng blind people by the organizations mentioned
above since 2012. Up to 100 computers have be&ibdigd as a gift.

Lack of internet services creates difficulty in fiedd of ICTs.

Suggested questions

- Has the government adopted an accessibility plaichvtovers all facets of accessibility including,
physical, environmental, information and communara to eliminate all existing barriers within a
reasonable timeframe across both urban and run&szacross the country? If so, does this plan have
adequate budget allocation and intermediate bendsna allow for the monitoring of progress, and
is the plan anchored in law? Do formal accessybdiindards exist?

- Are there any enforceable sanctions against thdse put barriers in violation of the plans and
standards on accessibility?

- What kind of measures are being undertaken in da@ncorporate accessibility standards into the
legal framework for the creation of equal opportiesi, and when will it be dealt with?

- What is the level of cooperation of government witisability organizations in the process of
monitoring and evaluation of accessibility of f#e#s, services, information and communicationsl an
are there funds allocated by the government foataptation (alignment) activities?

- What kinds of measures have been taken by therigoneat in order to develop and train professional
sign language interpreters? What measures hasotrerrgnent of Azerbaijan taken to start training
sign language interpreters in cooperation with deghnizations and fund sign language interpreter
service?

Article 12: Equal recognition before the law

In Azerbaijan, persons under guardianship are dethie exercise of their fundamental rights - right
vote, marry, give free and informed consent, righthoose where to live, etc.

Guardianship continues to exist and there has In@estep to abolish it and to introduce supported
decision making.

The Government needs to provide awareness raisidgtraining on supported decision making for
judges, for government officials, social workergahhcare professionals etc to ensure that indaldu
with disabilities can make their own decisions vitie support they request to do so.

18 http://mincom.gov.az/home/
19 hitp://www.heydar-aliyev-foundation.org/en
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Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to abolish guardiansii@sures in the law and to ensure the recognition
of the legal capacity of persons with disabiliteessequal to that of others, and to introduce supgdor
decision-making to provide for support to exerdisat capacity, subject to the autonomy, will and
preferences of the person?

Article 13: Access to justice

According to the Constitution of Azerbaijan Repabkveryone including persons with disabilities dnav
the right of appealing to the court. Children wdikabilities are examined by the presence of {beients
or tutors in the preliminary investigation.

Despite thisthere is a lack of accessible information for passwith disabilities on how to bring cases to
court. In addition, there are lacks of disabiliypropriate and age-appropriate accommodationsstare
participation by children and adults with disakekt during court proceedings, and physical enviremm
and buildings of the courts are not accessiblestsgns with disability yet. Even in the new builghrthis
problem is not taken into account.

The Criminal Procedure Code provides that an imgrwvith a “dumb, deaf or blind witness” shall be
held with the participation of a person who underds his signs or who can communicate with him in
sign language (Article 229.1), this falls shortugtholding deaf persons’ access to justice who requi
interpretation by a professional sign languagerpngter to ensure communication on an equal basis w
others.

Furthermore, there is a lack of the advocates agdl ladvice offices across all regions, and trging
necessary for judges, court staff, police and atkeeurity agency personnel.

Suggested questions

- What kinds of measures are being taken to ensateathpersons with disabilities can access justice
across Azerbaijan including providing accessibferimation and legal aid and assistance, as well as
informational and communicational accessibility otlngh procedural accommodation, including
professional sign language interpreters for deabk@es participating in court proceedings, and
physical accessibility to premises of courts?

- What kind of measures will be undertaken in orderdise the level of awareness among judges,
lawyers, court personnel, employees of law enfom@mpolice and other government owned
institutions regarding the rights of persons wiikadilities in accessing justice including the ghtion
to provide reasonable accommodation?
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Article 14: Liberty and security of the person

Azerbaijani law permits for the deprivation of Iibe based on disability and provides for involugtar
hospitalisation and forced institutionalisation pirsons with disabilities including children andulsi
with intellectual disabilities, and psychosociaatilities (Article 93-99, Criminal Code).

The absence of knowledge among disabled prisomgiarding their rights at penitentiary institutions,
leads to the treatment which does not take intow@uctheir need for reasonable accommodation.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to prohibit disabilagdxl detention of children and adults with disaédi
including involuntary hospitalisation and forcedtitutionalisation in social care residencies/hoes

- Is training provided for police, judges, institutiand prison staff, etc aimed at increasing thellef/
knowledge of the rights of persons with disabititie the places of detentions, including on reastena
accommodation as well as communication skills?

- What steps will be undertaken in order to traingh@ployees of penal (penitentiary) settings in
alternative forms of communication including signguage? What steps will be undertaken in order
to facilitate communication, including telephonataxt, for deaf people residing in places of
detention?

Article 15: Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment

Individuals with intellectual disabilities and imitluals with psychosocial disabilities are subjdcte
forced hospitalisation and institutionalisationnhich they are forcibly treated and subjected agjaimeir
consent to the use of certain inhuman and degradetgods of treatment.

The National Preventive Mechanism is very weak eumdently the available mechanism (The Office of
Ombudsman very rarely visits penitentiary and resi@l institutions) and do not provide personshwit
disabilities with adequate assistance. Adequatgétdesources and training in consultation wittOBP
should be allocated to the Office of the Ombudsnaairgnother independent monitoring mechanism, to
ensure that the rights of children and adults wli#abilities living in public and private institotis are
being upheld. Furthermore, accessible informatiboukl be made available to residents in age-
appropriate and alternative formats to ensure riggitlents are informed of their rights and howeeks
assistance, as well as the opportunity to makeidential complaints.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken by the Azerbaijani gowent to prohibit forced treatment of persons with
disabilities in institutions, and to ensure thatldpendent monitoring is carried out in institutions
where children and adults with disabilities reside?
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- How are children and adults in institutions progelcagainst violence occurring in institutions? How
can they access independent and external complragthanisms?

Article 16: Freedom from exploitation, violence andabuse
Article 17: Protecting the integrity of the person

Persons with disabilities, in particular women amidren with disabilities, are at greater riskbaing
targets of exploitation, abuse, and violence witthia home, schools, community and institutions. Yet
there is a lack of accessible information and ses/for victims- on how to seek assistance (hatlarast
but they are not accessible for deaf persons ahéin@ays accessible by children with disabilitiesla
others), and protection, for example, sheltersréli®an absence of specialised accessible shalteyss
the country). Further, the police, health profesais and other interlocutors are not trained orritjets

of persons with disabilities nor on the barriemsytifiace in seeking assistance and in communication.
There are no aggravated sanctions for perpetratomsicted of abuse, violence and exploitation of
persons with disabilities.

With respect to forced sterilisation and abortidnvomen and girls with disabilities, the law proitsb
forced sterilisation (Criminal Code on sexual viale, article 108), but it does not explicitly proii
sterilisation with the consent of a third partyr@ra, guardian, etc).

Similarly, there is a provision in the Criminal Go¢hart 141) concerning illegal abortion but theseno
explicit mention of prohibiting forced abortion atitis a lack of protection for women and girls with
disabilities who may be subject to forced abortimough the consent of their parent, guardian etc.

Suggested questions

- Please provide information on the availability otessible victim support services across the cguntr
(including rural areas) such as:

0 Accessible shelters; support groups; legal seryices

0 Accessible hotlines and reporting and complaintshrarisms.

- What accessible awareness raising campaigns exasedeing developed in consultation with DPOs,
which reach out to children with disabilities touedte them on their right to be protected against
violence, abuse and exploitation?

- What steps are being taken to collect data on tegagence of persons with disabilities who are
victims of abuse, violence and exploitation inchgliforced institutionalization and treatment,
disaggregated by age, gender, disability constityeethnicity, geographical location, etc in order
devise effective strategies and laws to betteripfite these practices?

- What kind of measures will be taken in order tanitfg cases of violence (e.g. police investigation)
provide help for the victims of violence (e.g. oaplages or social support) that would be made
available for the persons with disabilities witle fhurpose of fighting against violence (e.g. awassn
raising campaigns)?

- What steps are being taken by Azerbaijani Governnmeorder to establish provisions in legislation
which provide for the aggravated sanctions for edion of perpetrators guilty of exploitation,
violence, rape and humiliation of disabled childegrd women?
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- What steps are being taken to explicitly incorperato the law protection of women and girls with
disabilities against forced sterilisation, forceldodion, forced contraception and all other forced
medication and procedures which is not authorigeitdividual consent?

Article 19: Living independently and being includedin the community

In 2013, two million manats (1 906 577 euros) wallecated for the rehabilitation of children with
disabilities from the reserve fund of the Presidehthe Republic. This fund mainly focused on the
establishment of day care and rehabilitation centites granted to NGOs as the government orddr an
they implement this work. But it is a concern thetabled people’s organizations are not systewlatic
involved in this work.

Regarding the participation and quality point afwj the lack of involvement of DPOs is detrimental
activities. There is no practice to entrust momitgrand evaluation to DPOs. The trainings based in
common form are not carried out for the represemst specialists and working staff of governmental
organisations in this field.

According to the state report, 105 children weneegito biological families. But there is not a diteal
child among them. NGOs dealing with children's tsgheported that these activities were monitored.

In 2012, in the Ombudsman's report, it was noted with the support of UNICEF, monitoring was
carried out on the implementation of the “StategPamme for the placement of children living in stat
owned child institutions in families (deinstitut@lization) and alternative care in the Republic of
Azerbaijan (2006-2@)".%°

Suggested questions

- What are the concrete achievements and resulthhefGovernment's State Programme on De-
Institutionalisation and Alternative Care 2006-201Blease provide information on the number of
children and adults who were reintegrated intodbmunity and in which living arrangement they are
living ; the number of location of community basstvices established during that period and howyman
people it services?

- What are the measures that will be taken witlarégo persons with disabilities in order to alltvem

to receive benefits as provided for by the Conweriti

- What is the method used by social medical expariew in identifying how to ensure persons with
disabilities can live a life of independence? Hovesl the expert review justify that some persons are
deemed unable to live an independent life?

- Do persons with disabilities, who so require, én@ecess to personal assistance? What are theacrite
and standards of being granted a personal assiatahtwhat standards are in place to ensure the
autonomy of persons with disabilities?

20 http://ledu.gov.az/upload/file/dumi-2011-hesabat.pdf DPOs and civil society do not have
other information beyond the above mentioned.
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Article 20: Personal mobility

- Physical infrastructure does not facilitate anwdlial’'s mobility;

- The lack of signal indicators and street signs eenithdividual mobility impossible;

- The lack of additional services and financial diffties poses obstacles to individual mobility;

- Training is not implemented for persons with dititibs and specialists of service and other fields;
- There is a lack of services and workshops for épair and manufacturing of assistive means.

Suggested questions

- What kinds of measures are taken in order to tdaelpersons with disabilities which requires tnagni
in mobility skills?

- What steps are being taken to ensure that peofhedigiabilities are able to access and afford tgsis
technologies and devices?

- What measures are taken to organize the servicesewmung the provision of human, animal or
assistive technologies? What steps are takerotoda repairing and producing of assistive devices?

Article 21: Freedom of expression and opinion, andccess to information

Azerbaijani Sign Language is not recognized atth&e level. As result of this, it is very diffitdbr deaf
people to receive information in sign language udolg concerning public information and official
documents. Because the use of Azerbaijani Sign wagey is not promoted, deaf people are not being
encouraged to act independently and are hindeoad farticipating on an equal basis as hearing peopl
The lack of professional sign language interpretais a significant barrier for deaf people inakas of
life.

As stated in Article 22 of the Law of Azerbaijangrélic "On prevention of disability and the dis#iels

of children, rehabilitation and social protectidnpersons with disabilities and children with digiies,"
"Sign Language is recognized as a means of int®spal communication.” In fact, this implies the
recognition of sign language as a means of everygaymunication, however, there is a lack of
programs for public support as well as a lack of@ training programs for sign language in schdois
children with disabilities.

Suggested questions

What measures will be taken to implement the prons of the Convention of Article 21(e) of the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disalk#itiFreedom of expression and opinion, and acoess t
information ", it is" the recognition and promotiohsign language? "

What steps are being taken to enact legislatiensure that information provided to the generalipu®
accessible to persons with disabilities, by pronmptand facilitating the use of sign languages,nplai
language, Braille, audio formats, and augmentatiw alternative communication in official interacts,

and to enact laws to make websites accessibleaeddure that websites are designed and developed
according to accessibility guidelines?

What kind of measures will be takendamend Article 22 of the Law “On prevention of digéles and
disabilities of children, rehabilitation and sogmbtection of the disabled and children with dibtdss”
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as well as incorporate into the law the trainingpadfessional sign language interpreters and teache
order to?

What kind of measures will be taken to promote tfa@ning and professional accreditation of sign
language interpreters and to ensure the provisigmaessional sign language interpreters withiblu
service bodies?

Article 23: Respect for home and family

There are several discriminatory provisions in aenily Code which restrict the rights of personghwi
disabilities to home and family.

There are limitations for the marriage of peopleovelne considered incompetent by the court as dtresu
of "mental disease and feeble-mindedness, meargrgpps with psychosocial disabilities and persons
with intellectual disabilities: a court can decl#éineir consent null and void (Article 182.1) andahdate

the marriage on the basis of disability (Article),26 marriage may be terminated on the grounds of
disability of one of the spouses (Article 17.2.2).

Further, disabled people of the 1st and 2nd drowho become persons with disabilities as a redult o
employment are prohibited fréfadopting children (Article 120, Family code,). Bye decision of the
Cabinet of Ministers dated 15 August 2000, perseitis disability with no working capacity of the 1st
and 2nd group are not allowed to adopt children.

And there are also restrictions on persons withldigies becoming foster parents in some circuntcsta
(Article 144.1.6, Family Code) as well as restdo8 on the parental rights of persons with distdsli
(Article 68, Family Codéy.

These circumstances have been noted as followseiframily Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The
word "symptom of disease" is used in the articlesaddition, according to Article 144.2 of the Fami
Code the relevant executive body chooses the pootgfoster) parents in accordance with the
requirements intended in Article 137.2 of this Codlae relevant executive body in this case is the
Ministry of Education of the Azerbaijan Republic.

According to this record, persons having diseasagihg to disability groups (I and II) by losing rkimg
capacity cannot be foster parefits.

Furthermore, there is inadequate support providedmilies with children with disabilities which teh

1 The disability is determined in three main gip Azerbaijan. (I, I, 11l). | group - are thosého are deemed to have the
largest percentage of disability, Il group - isatdlely less and the Ill group - are those who deemed to have a few
disability problems.

22 http://www.edu.gov.az/view.php?lang=en&menu=404&820

23 http://www.edu.gov.az/view.php?lang=en&menu=404

24 Article 144. Foster parents

144.1. With the exception of the followings, adalividuals of both sexes may be the foster parents

144.1.6 Individuals who cannot implement the ddtipringing up the child by the reason of health.

Article 68. Restriction of parental rights.

68.1 The court may adopt a resolution about depgithe child from the parents ( or one of thenkjrig into account the
interests of the child without depriving them froine parent's rights.

68.2 Restriction of parental rights

The restriction of parental rights is accessiblegha circumstances (mental diseases or other ahiisorders, and other
serious cases.) When staying the child with threqganakes a danger not depending on them.
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leads to the child being institutionalised rather being raised with their family. There is notpbition
in the law that a child can in no case be separfated their parents on the basis of a disabilityeher
the child or one or both of the parents.

According to Article 1 of the “Law of Azerbaijan Reblic on Social Protection of children lost their
parents deprived of parental care” (Base Defingjgpersons under the age of 18, whose one parent is
deceased and the other parent belongs to the catefgband Il groups, those children are considess
“children deprived of parental care”. This denike tecognition of parental rights over childrentba
basis of disability. This denial of parental rigltiver children on account of disability is a feagract of
discrimination.

The amount of social benefits (60.5 manat) whigbais to children with disabilities does not suiatly
ensure the fulfilment of the child’s needs. Thitower than the minimal benefits for families watchild
with disability, benefits that are directed per fignand not per child and family. The minimum behef
1.5 times less than minimum wage and 2 times less the living wage.

Suggested questions

- What steps will be taken by the Government to redsgriminatory provisions of the Family Code
and provide the right to marry to persons with llettual disabilities, persons with psychosocial
disabilities, and persons under guardianship, disas¢he right to adopt on an equal basis witlerstfa

- What steps will be taken to enact legislation whbhibits the child being separated from their
parents on the basis of the disability of either ¢hild or one or both of the parents? And to eetiwe
terminology of children whose parents are disabled?

- What amendments does the Government need to make ilaw in terms of raising the amount of
benefits for the full exercise of rights of persavith disabilities in the families, and accommodfate
the average level of livelihood for them, and toyide support and assistance services to paretits wi
disabilities to care for their children at home?

Article 24: Education

There is no legal provision which ensures inclusddeication in Azerbaijani education law currently.
Only about 300 children were involved in inclusieslucation. The Ministry of Education is
implementing pilot projects in a total of six sch&o

Attempts to provide disabled children with pre-sah@chool, college and university education are no
sufficient. The bill on “Education” which had beeawopted on 19 June 2009, does not include any
normative procedures regarding inclusive educdtorchildren with disabilities and this therefoesatls

to the prioritization of special education. Only038mong a total 62 866 children with disabilitieslh
been provided with inclusive education. Another nyimrg issue is the fact that after reaching the Hgje
children with disabilities have to leave orphanaged other specialised institutions and their frth
accommodation is not clear.

The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Culturighis recently highlighted the same concerns and
recommended that Azerbaijan “to ensure the fulbgmient of the right to education to children with
disabilities and to ensure that all measures &entan this regard. The Committee requests thaSthee
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party include in its next periodic report statistion the number of schools that enrolled studeiitts w
disabilities disaggregated by academic year, selxdigability by urban and rural region@Concluding
Observations of the UN Committee on Economic, Sagid Cultural Rights, May 2013, para 17).

There are no particular trainings in sign languagechildren who are deaf or with speaking probleass
well as for their parents and teachers. Staff waykvith children who are deaf or hard of hearingyeh
very poor skills in sign language.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to recognize and incatganto the law the obligation to provide
inclusive education to children with disabilitieadathe need to implement it widely (covering the
regions and rural areas)?

- What steps has the government taken to ensureatdmjgtraining of all teachers (beyond special
education teachers) on teaching children with disi@s, and to include inclusive education as an
integral part of core teacher training curriculaimversities to ensure that the values and priesipf
inclusive education are infused at the outsetadher training and teaching careers?

- Are individual education plans required for alld#ats? How is the availability of assistive devices
and support in classrooms, educational materiaared?

- What steps has the government taken to ensurectiessbility of physical school environments, to
encourage the teaching of sign language and ddaireuincluding by reinforcing the level of
professional training of sign language teacherb&ih mainstream and special schools?

- What kind of measures will be taken with regargéosons with disabilities in order to provide asces
to career and vocational training and guidancdlicadéegories in rural as well as in urban areas?

Article 25: Health

Diagnostic centres are being built in regions patérly in the regional centres. However, persaith
disabilities meet with difficulties to go to diagste, rehabilitation centres and other places fremote
areas. The lack of appropriate transport and filguwdficulties are the main obstacles.

Despite the "State Programme for the placementhidiren living in state-owned child institutions in
families (deinstitutionalisation) and alternativare in the Republic of Azerbaijan (2006-2015)", the
results which are intended have not been achieVbdre is only this provision about health in this
programme: Involving children with impaired healtheducation and ensuring them with the health and
rehabilitation services.

There are 14 rehabilitation centres across thetogwwhich clearly do not satisfy current needse3é
centres are located mainly in Baku and some refimerares. It does not cover all the territorieshod
Republic. Persons with disabilities living in rueakas cannot benefit from the services of thestes

They face these difficulties:
- infrastructure is not accessible;
- transportation is not accessible;

- The pension which the persons with disabilitiesenee from the state does not give them the
opportunity to go these centres;
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- Trainings on the rights of disabled people for dogtand other medical personnel should be fulfilled
in villages and country areas.

Compulsory medical insurance approved by legistagioould be applied in reality.

Articles 93-99 of the Criminal Code permit for tferced medical treatment of persons with disakditi
which goes against the right of persons with digads to free and informed consent to medical
treatment.

Suggested questions

- What measures are being taken to repeal legislatiooh violates the right of disabled persons &efr
and informed consent and to enact legislation wieigplicitly recognises this right for persons with
disabilities, including persons with intellectuasabilities, psychosocial disabilities and regasdlef
any status under guardianship, which recognises ranles available support to persons with
disabilities to exercise their right to free antbrmed consent?

- What steps are being taken to train all healthgssibnals on the rights of persons with disabdlitie
including the right to free and informed consemig éhe way they communicate with the persons of
disabilities?

- What kind of measures are being taken to deal isfthes such as access to accessible health services
including sexual and reproductive health servioepJementation of medical insurance, lack of human
resources in the field of rehabilitation and limitaumber of medical facilities, to ensure access to
health services for persons with disabilities asithe country, in particular in rural and remotesa?

- What kinds of measures are planned for the disssiamof information on health services, including
sexual and reproductive health, in languages (dctusign language) and formats accessible by the
persons of disabilities?

- What kind of measures will be taken in order tantthe staff of health care facilities in sign |laage
and to provide professional sign language integpicat services?

Article 26: Habilitation and Rehabilitation

Currently, the implementation of social projectsietthaim to provide persons with disabilities with
medical care, jobs, education and social servaesyell as issues of early intervention and assistare
not sufficient. The implementation of mentionedjpcts in villages and country areas is almost absen
The implementation of exclusive rehabilitation s for persons with disabilities is schemed witho
participation of any persons with disabilities oct®l organizations.

Although it is mentioned in legislation, there am@blems with the provision of hearing disabledgleo
with assistive hearing devices and other technology

Suggested questions

- What kind of measures are being undertaken in omleznsure quality voluntary services which
involves development of experts, qualified stafid aoffers peer support increasing the number of
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rehabilitation centres in the regions, provision qufality rehabilitation services, and provision of
rehabilitation centres equipped with special deviaed technical facilities?

- What kind of measures will be taken to includefdmlities of rehabilitation for the deaf peopléan
the list?

Article 27: Work and employment

20 000 people with disabilities work in Azerbaijawhen granting a disability degree MSEC gives a
reference to persons with disabilities approviniggally. In this reference they may write “incajgfor
work”. It gives cause to employers not to hire thdime companies hiring persons with disabilitiesndo
take an interest because no concessions are prbpose

A quota related to the employment of the peoplé wiisabilities is applied, and the state bodies are
included in the list of the organizations to whitie quota is applied. However, the sanctions Ifi t
Administrative Offences Code (AOC) it was statefine from 50 manat to 90 manat — i.e. 50 to 90
euros- for not hiring the people who was sent &t from state employment centre according to quota)
for the non-performance of the tasks by the stathds related to the quota are not reasonable ltidsna
are set for the companies which do not hire persotisdisabilities.

With the purpose of providing the employment of ge®ple with disabilities by decision number 213 of
the Cabinet of Ministers, dated 22 November 2005R#e of application of the quota for people with
particular need for social protection and peopl® \Wwhave difficulties with getting a job” and “Lisf the
enterprises with no quota application” were applié@¢cording to the provision 1.2. Of the rules
depending on the territorial labour market, thetgus defined as follows in terms of no more thgoeb
cent of the average list number of the employmantise enterprises:

Although administrative measures were consideréde to the implementation of the quota, it is not
filled. On the other hand, the quota does not eonestate enterprises.

Although there are programs and plans for providiregggetting on possibilities (with the availalyilbf
the targets and implementation term), no pracgsodution is seen. Specialised professional trgsiim
the state sector are not permanent and are iisent.

The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Culturighi®s commented on the ineffective quota system
in Azerbaijan and recommended that the governmentofce the quotas for employment for persons
with disabilities both in public and private sectorganizations and enterprises. The Committee
recommends that high-quality vocational trainingpexially for the long-term unemployed, continue to
be prioritized taking into account the needs oadisantaged and marginalized individuals and greups.
(Concluding Observations of the UN Committee onrieenic, Social and Cultural Rights, May 2013,

para 11)

Furthermore, depending on the grade of disabiktyiftcate, it is possible to be prohibited from nkimg
despite one's skills to do so and the employedistavinire you. In fact, an employer can be fined f
employing a person with disabilities whose dis@&pttertificate does not permit the person to wankize
basis of disability.

There is discrimination against persons with digss in the clause 9.1 of the article 9 of thenLaf
Azerbaijan on employment. It is intended to crese job places and special programmes on purpose t
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provide social protection of persons with disalaiit It is stated to create “specialised job pIaCes
(Sheltered workshop) in the article 27 of the La@n"prevention of disabilities and disabilities of
children, rehabilitation and social protection &ietdisabled and children with disabilities”. These
provisions are against the CPRD.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to abolish the podyilbdr Medical social expert commissions to label
persons as “physically disqualified (or labour imgetent)” in their disability certificates whichrdes
them the right to work?

- What measures are being taken to address the rsmmvaince of available quota, its applicability to
public entities and the enforcement of administratiof sanctions for the violation of quota
requirements?

- What steps are being taken to eliminate the pmcticheltered or segregated employment targeted at
people with disabilities that are exempt from labstandards, resulting in inferior protection and
exploitation? What steps are being taken to chéimgesituation?

- What sorts of measures are being taken in termacoéssibility and the provision of reasonable
accommodation in workplaces?

- What kinds of measures are being taken in the @frg@anting incentives to the organizations which
provide employment for the persons with disabitie

- Is the employment of the persons with disabilitiespublic entities being provided and realized
especially in terms of promotion to middle and hpgists?

Article 28: Adequate standard of living and sociabrotection

Activities towards provision of disabled people lwaccess to affordable services, facilities ancmoth
assistance systems, as well as projects whichaemadditional expenses because of disability anest
absent.

The current provision to disabled people of apants)epensions and other social allowances is not
sufficient for living conditions. The amount of gdgensions and benefits does not meet the deméneisl o
conditions. The granting social allowances are kequd2 euros for persons with physical disab#itidt is
lower than the minimum living amount and minimumgealn this framework, it is necessary to enhance
those benefits.

The UN CESCR Committee recently emitted a recomiao on Azerbaijan an strongly urging the
government “intensify its efforts to combat povergspecially among the most disadvantaged and
marginalized members of the population, includiregspns with disabilities, IDPs, refugees, asylum
seekers, stateless persons, and migrant workdroaeduce disparities between the capital anduta
areas, and provide information on the progress nrads next report, including sex-disaggregatethda

% Here it is planned to establish specialised waskshfor people with disabilities in order to prowiadditional working
opportunities.
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per year for the groups listed above. (Concludifgsédvations of the UN Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, May 2013, para 23)

Regarding the targeted social assistance projeste texist problems such as: delays with the dgligé
benefits or overall denial of assistance, refusalatcept documents, or delays with the review of
documents, partial appropriation of benefits, etc.

Persons with disabilities continue to encounteriber to finding accommodation and employment upon
leaving orphanages and other specialized institatafter turning 18.

Suggested questions

- What measures are being taken in order to bringuhe of social benefit in line with minimum wages
and minimum standard of living?

- What measures are being taken in the areas ofrtgapublic administration and social workers in
determining the level of benefit (for persons wiikabilities disabled from birth)?

- What kind of compensation schemes are foreseepefmple with disabilities with regard to disability-
related extra expenses incurred by persons witdibdies and their families?

Article 29: Participation in political and social life

According to the ConstitutiorArticle 56 states: "Citizens of the Azerbaijan Rejpuishall have the right

to elect and be elected to the government bodied,ta participate in referendums. Persons whose

incapacity has been determined by the court slealhave the right to participate in the electioasaell

as in the referendum."” Also in the Electoral Code,

« Article 12, section 4 states, “According to Artic5.2 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, persons recognized by a court decisisnincapacitated, shall be deprived of active
suffrage, i.e. the right to participate in eleci@s well as in referendums.”

« Article 13, section 3 states, “Pursuant to Articks3, 85 and 100 of the Constitution of the Rejoubl
of Azerbaijan the following persons shall not haveght to be elected as a deputy of the Parliament
(Milli - Majlis), President, member of a municipalityi.e. they shall not have the passive
suffrage...13.3.1 people sentenced to servicing famtence in institutions of confinement, by ¢our
decision, which has entered into force.”

These provisions deny the right to vote and todstan election on an equal basis with others amd ar
discriminatory against persons with disabilities, garticular persons with intellectual disabilitiaad
persons with psychosocial disabilities who are nsabject to guardianship measures.

If a court approves the removal or restrictionexfdl capacity of disabled people, they immedidiade
rights to participate in elections as well as refiglums in violation of their right to political parpation
and equal recognition before the law.

There are no particular actions taken towards tloeigion of persons with disabilities with election
materials (such as publications in Braille or calgpanformation and advertisements in sign langyiage
therefore denying them equal access to electioarnmdtion which impedes their right to political
participation on an equal basis with others.
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Although conditions to establish organizations espnting rights and interests are currently present
initiatives in this field are very insufficient:

- The correct attitude has not been formed abosdbdied people's organizations in society, state and
among the persons with disabilities;

- Dominant views support charity-like organizatidos persons with disabilities rather than orgatiores

of persons with disabilities whose purpose is ttnprte and protect the rights of persons with dlgags.

The persistence of a charity approach and thedaeksocial model view by the state and the pubkbd

to financial constraints for supporting the esstisinent of DPOs.

It could be envisaged that a special fund is esfaddi to increase the support of activity of DPTss
would also assist in the deinstitutionalizatiorpefsons with disabilities.

There is no such practice yet in Azerbaijan, algiothere is a similar structure - the "Youth Fundiich
was created to support the youth policy and impiieequality of activity of youth organizations wmd
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, whiels had a positive result.

Some of the financial amounts are allocated to mrgdions which have little connection with persons
with disabilities or have little expertise in tHisld. All of this leads to digress, rather thalogress.

Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to repeal discriminategyslation and to amend the Constitution to
eliminate denials and restrictions to the righvode and stand for election of persons with distédsl
who are under guardianship?

- What kind of measures are going to be taken inromesecure political rights of the persons with
disabilities, publication of voting materials in appropriate format (e.g. written materials pul@iin
Braille and TV advertisements accompanied with $&grguage interpretation), adoption of adequate
regulatory guidelines that will ensure them acdespolling booths, and attendance of persons with
mental and intellectual disabilities in elections?

- What measures are envisaged to increase suppdhef@stablishment of and to support the activities
of independent disabled persons’ organisations hlwladvocate for the rights of persons with
disabilities?

Article 31: Statistics and data collection

There is no unified information or database in Azgan. Disaggregated data on disability is not
systematically collected in all sectors includingscdmination, violence, health, employment,
rehabilitation, access to justice, political pagation, education, etc across the country. DR@sIlsl be
involved in and consulted upon the establishmeng afnified database, including indicators for the
collection of data and its monitoring and evaluaiio all fields.

Suggested questions:

— What steps is the government taken to establismitied database and to systematically collect
information on all areas which are also disaggexydiy gender, age, type of disability, ethnicity,
urban/rural population etc (e.g. education, heattgess to justice, legal capacity, violence, eympnt,
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institutionalisation, housing, political participa, etc.) and to actively involve and closely adhsvith
persons with disabilities and their representatinganisations to do so?

Article 32: International cooperation

The state carries out various projects with inteomal organizations in order to improve social
protection. This project is directed to the persaith disabilities and the development is strikinghis
field.

But there are still problems in this field:

- Persons with disabilities and their organization® aot involved in the preparation and
implementation of these programmes.

- The information about the programmes and projaesvaak.

- The report on implementation of monitoring and etioh is not published.

- DPOs are not involved in the process of monitoend evolution

- The persons with disabilities and their organizaticare not involved to the investigation and
application of international experience.

Suggested questions

- What measures are taken in the direction of aawpw@nd implementation of disability inclusive
programmes and projects with the active partiogmatof DPOs in the drafting development,
implementation and monitoring of the projects?

Article 33: National implementation and monitoring

The Government has established a working groupistimg of representatives from various ministries.
There is insufficient cooperation and consultatigrthe MLSPP and organizations representing persons
with disabilities on CRPD implementation. A strugtuneeds to be established to organize and
systematize this cooperation and consultation figcgve implementation which responds to the needs
of persons with disabilities as expressed by thérase

The agency concerning with the exercise, ptime@nd monitoring of the Convention, is intended
establish under the Commissioner for Human RigBmlfudsman) as indicated in a letter sent to the
Ombudsman by the head of the Presidential Admatistr.
Legislation should be enacted which spells out@mebudsman’s role as the independent monitoring
framework of the CRPD under Article 33(2) of the RIRto ensure that it complies with the Paris
Principles and receives adequate financial and huesources to effectively carry out this mandate.
Due to a complete lack of any financing, to dateas been impossible to start any activities.

The format, code, staff, activity plan andatlier issues have not been established and aslathese
has been a delay in the promotion, guarantee amitonog of Convention activities in Azerbaijan.
Suggested questions

- What steps are being taken to appoint focal app@iatoss all ministries and to coordinate straggie
policies and programmes towards effective CRPD emgntation? How has the budget been

allocated to ensure financial and human resourcesnistries and local governments to ensure they
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are actively taking steps to implement the CRPDossrthe country? How is the government
ensuring that all persons with disabilities andrespntatives of their organizations are involved an
key cooperating partners in CRPD implementation?

What kind of measures shall be undertaken in oedpand the mandate of the Ombudsman as the
independent monitoring framework of the CRPD, anddhieve allocation of funds from the budget
for adequate human resources and training to theudsman’s Office as the designated independent
monitoring framework?

What steps are being taken by the Ombudsman’sc&ffo maximise the cooperation and

involvement of disability organisations in its pmrhance and operations for the implementation,
promotion, protection and monitoring of the Convem?
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