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Statement by the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights and the 

Turkmenistan Initiative for Human Rights 

Turkmenistan:  Release Political Prisoners and Prisoners of Conscience 

Vienna, 21 December 2006.  The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) and its affiliate the Turkmenistan Initiative for Human Rights are calling for the immediate release of all political prisoners and prisoners of conscience in Turkmenistan, following the death of President Niyazov.             

“We can only hope that President Niyazov’s successors will address the deficits in education, health care, and children’s rights resulting from his policies, and honor the fundamental rights and freedoms the people have been cynically denied, “ stated IHF Executive Director Aaron Rhodes.

The IHF urges international institutions and Turkmenistan’s bilateral partners to encourage fundamental changes based on respect for democracy, international law, and human rights principles, consistent with Turkmenistan’s obligations as a participating State in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).     

A selection of IHF statements and reports illustrating the situation of human rights in Turkmenistan during the Niyazov regime is attached. 

For more information:

Henrietta Schroeder, IHF Press Officer, +43-676-725-4829

Natalia Lazareva, IHF Project Coordinator (Russian/English), +43-1-408-8822

Fahrid Tukhbatullin, Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights, +43-699-19441327

For further IHF information on Turkmenistan please see: 

Reports:

· Chapter on Turkmenistan in: Human Rights in the OSCE Region: Europe, Central Asia and North America, Report 2006 (Events of 2005), also in Russian, at http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4255
· Turkmenistan: The Making of a Failed State (April 2004)

· The Human Rights and Security Situation in Turkmenistan Report on a meeting organized by the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) and Human Rights Center “Memorial” Moscow (June 2002)

Press releases and statements:

· Turkmen Environmental Activist Detained (19 December 2006)

· Turkmenistan: New Cases of Intimidation of Relatives of Exiled Turkmen Opposition Leaders and Human Rights Activists (15 September 2006)

· Imprisoned Turkmen Journalist and Human Rights Defender Dies in Custody (14 September 2006)

· An Open Letter for Freedom of Expression in Turkmenistan: Turkmen Dissident Remains in Forced Psychiatric Detention Despite International Appeals (30 August 2006)

· Turkmenistan: Human Rights Activists Sentenced to Prison Terms (25 August 2006)

· Turkmenistan: Open Letter from a Coalition of Human Rights Organizations (18

June 2006)
· Members of the Turkmen Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights and Radio Free Europe Arrested in Ashgabat (19 June 2006)

· Appeal to the Members of the European Parliament to Reject the Proposal for an Interim Trade Agreement with Turkmenistan (25 April 2006)

· IHF Open Letter: Arrest of two RFE/RL journalists in Turkmenistan (13 March 2006)

· Central Asia: Human Rights Groups Facing Increasingly Restrictive Legislation (13 February)

· IHF Open Letter: Forced Psychiatric Detention of Turkmen Pensioner (13 February 2006)
See also the website of the Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights at http://www.chrono-tm.org/


