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1. INTRODUCTION

The most significant political events from this period are related to the issue of verdict of the International Court of Justice related to the charges Bosnia and Herzegovina brought against the Republic of Serbia polit (former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, i.e. Serbia and Montenegro).

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina brought charges against Serbia for the committed genocide and agression against Bosnia and Herzegovina in the period between 1992 and 1995. 

Upon presented evidence of the prosecution and defense, the International Crime Tribunal  pronounced its final verdict in late February.

The Tribunal established that Serbia did not commit genocide, that it did not paticipate in the conspiracy to commit genocide, nor incited its commitment or participated in it. 

The Tribunal has established that Serbia failed to commit its obligation to prevent and punish the perpetrators of genocide committed in Srebrenica in July 1995, primarily for failing to deliver the accused General of the Army of Republika Srpska Ratko Mladić to the Haag Tribunal. 

Such verdict brough about different reactions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Republika Srpska. All Bosnian political parties and politicians from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Bosnian associations of war victims feel that the verdict is directed against them and that it give amnesty to the aggressors and perpetrators of genocide against Bosnians. 

On the other hand, Serbian political parties and all associations of citizens of Serbian nationality applauded such verdict. 

Serbian political parties in Republika Srpska adopted declaration rejecting any collective guilt of the Serbian nation for the committed genocide in Srebrenica. They established that the guilt should be that of individuals who gave orders for the crimes to be committed. 

Such verdict raised additional hostility to international relations in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska. One-sided attitudes on the verdict raised by Bosnian, i.e. Serbian political parties and their leaders, gave great contributions to such hostility.

Since the verdict of the International Crime Tribunal in the Haag is final and no appeal can be made against it, the reactions of political parties can be estimated as a political struggle for keeping and strengthening political positions which the parties have or want to achieve.          

Bosnians expressed their dissatisfaction with the verdict by actualizing the current state in Srebrenica and by raising activities on collective emmigration of Bosnians from Srebrenica. 

With its activities, the International community tried to alleviate the consequences of the verdict, but failed to achieve the expected results.

In the activities of the Office of the High Representative (OHR) it is significant that the OHR term of office be extended by mid 2008. The term of office of the current High Representative C. S. Schilling will last until June 30, 2007.  

The term of office of the European Military Stabilization Forces (EUFOR) is continued, but the number of soldiers in Bosnia and Herzegovina will be decreased.

Apart from EUFOR, the NATO Alliance headquarters also remains with its seat in Sarajevo. 

The supervision of the police forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina will still be conducted by the European Police Mission members (EUPM).

There has been a positive change in the work of common forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. After four months of political crises caused by the delay in the formation of the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the political parties finally came to an agreement and the Ministers Council was established. Nikola Špirić, the candidate of the Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats (SNSD) from Republika Srpska, is heading the Ministers Council.   

In Republika Srpska, the new Government of Prime Minister Dodik celebrated the first one hundred days of its work. According to the assessment of the Government itself, the work of the Government has been very successful. They emphasize the sale of socially owned enterprises «Telekom Srpske» and Naftna industrija. In its report, the Goverment did not mention failing to exercise pre-election promises such as privatization review and fighting crime and corruption. 

Within the reform of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, new plans and tasks have been set. This can hardly be said for the reform of the Police. 

Creation of the common Police of Bosnia and Herzegovina is disputed by the political parties from Republika Srpska. Serbian political parties do not want to cancel the existing entity police forces and put all police forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina under common command. They claim that the creation of common police would signify the disappearance of Republika Srpska and its merger into unitary Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Such firm attitude is not being abandoned by the authories of Republika Srpska, although the international community keeps warning that it is one of the key conditions for Bosnia and Herzegovina to sign the Stabilization and Accession Agreeement (SAA) with the European Union (EU).  

The condition regarding the return of refugees and exiled citizens in both entities of Bosnia and Herzegovina has been on a standstill. With regard to the return of property, this process has almost been finalized, but the return of citizens is much less. The main reasons for this are that the entity and local authorities do not create conditions for sustainable return. Returnees are not given assistance in restoring their property, no employment is being provided to them, they are not guaranteed social security, freedom of religion, the right to cheris cultural and historical traditions. 

Various incidents and attacks on returnees, their property and religious facilities still happen. All this has been motivated by preventing return and keeping ethnically clean territories, created during the war. In most of these incidents, the police fails to demonstrate decisiveness to discover the perpetrators. 

Apart from these rights, all other citizens in Republika Srpska cannot exercise a large number of their social rights. Here we primarily mean the right to employment. Over 40 percent of citizens able to work are unemployed. The majority of employees have low salaries which are being paid irregularly, so the workers ask for their rights with frequent strikes. 

The condition in the prisons in Republika Srpska has lately deteriorated. Prisoners complain that prisons are overbooked, that there are no adequate hygienic conditions, health care and that food is bad. That is why in some prisons, prisoners went on hunger strikes. Apart from the bad conditions, the strikes were also motivated by long lasting investigation procedures. The prisoners in the prison in Doboj raised rebellions on two occasions and fought the guards.  

In this period Srebrenica and its citizens have been in the public spotlight once again. The citizens of Bosnian nationality, dissatisfied with the way the authorities of Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina have been treating them, asked this town to be separated from Republika Srpska and get special status, like the Brčko district. If this is not realized, they have decided to emmigrate collectively from Srebrenica and get settled in front of the institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo. The Government of Republika Srpska has decided to improve economic and social status in Srebrenica and allocate additional funds. 

2. THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN B&H

2.1. OHR

The term of office of the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been extended to another twelve months. Such decision was made by the Political Board of the Peace Implementation Council in Bosnia and Herzegovina (PIC). 

The term of office of the OHR has been extended although according to an earlier decision of the Peace Implementation Council, the Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina was supposed to end its work on June 30, 2007. 

The decision on extending the term of office of the OHR has been made at the proposal of Bosnian and Croatian politicans «due to problematic executive, judicial and administrative structure in Bosnia and Herzegovina and so that the High Representative would keep its authorizations granted to him in Bonn». The Serbian politicians were against such decision.

 
The Office of the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina directed its activities at conducting police reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the changes of the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The assignment has been left over to local politicians to agree upon and they do not want to impose any kind of solution. 

The High Representative C. S. Schilling does not want to use his «Bonn authorizations», since it imposes solutions in disputable cases and sanctions uncooperative politicians. Still, he has made a decision on the cancellation of appointment of the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina since certain Ministers failed to get consents by the OHR. The Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina has replaced the disputable Ministers and obtained the approval from the OHR to be established. 

The Supervisor for the Brčko District, Rafi Gregorian, made a decision on the dismissal of five officials of the Government of the Brčko District. The dismissal was the result of suspicion that these officials had been involved in rendering illegal decisions on the organization of the Brčko town. 

The OHR made another warning to the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina that they have the obligation to cooperate with the Haag Tribunal (ICTY). The competent authorites of Bosnia and Herzegovina are required to break the network of support to the persons accused of war crimes, who are still hiding, as well as the former high officials dismissed earlier by the High Representative due to their failure to cooperate with the ICTY and give support to the persons accused of war crimes. The OHR confirmed that the prohibition of political effect on such persons shall remain effective, regardless of the fact that the court had released them from guilt. This refers primarly to the former President of Republika Srpska Mirko Šarović and the President of the Serbian Democratic Party (SDS) Dragan Kalinić. 

The OHR has warned the President of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik that the Dayton treaty must not be undermined and that it must be complied with. The reason for this was the statement made by Dodik on the possibility of establishing a third Croatian entity.     

 
The European Commissioner for EU expansion Olly Rehn implied to the members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina that the Police Reform must be conducted and full cooperation with ICTY must be achieved in order to meet the conditions for signing the Stabilization and Accession Agreement between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union.

2.2. EUFOR

The number of EUFOR members in Bosnia and Herzegovina will be decreased significantly. This was decided by the Political Safety Committee (PSC) of the European Union. Out of total number of the current composition of EUFOR in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is 6,500 soldiers, by the end of the year this number should be reduced to 2,500 soldiers. Decreasing the number of soldiers of EUFOR has been explained as the result of better safety situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

3. THE WORK OF COMMON AUTHORITIES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

3.1. Council of Ministers

The new session of the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina was founded only on February 10, 2007, four months after the general elections took place (October 1, 2006). This meant that the political crisis caused by the representativs of some political parties has been overcome. 

The Chairman of the Ministers Council is Nikola Špirić (The Alliance of Independent Socio-Democrats – SNSD). The Council consists of: Sven Alkalaj, the Minister of Foreign Affairs; Slobodan Puhalac, the Minister of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations;  Božo Ljubić, the Minister of Trade and Communications; Sredoje Nović, the Minister of Civil Affairs; Safet Halilović, the Minister of Human Rights and Refugees; Bariša Čolak, the Minister of Justice; Tarik Sadović, the Minister of Security; Selmo Cikotić, the Minister of Defense; Dragan Vrankić, the Minister of Finance and Treasury.


The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the budget for 2007. The total amount for the needs of state authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 1.013 billion convertible marks (KM) (around 506 million euros). For institutional financing 750 million KM (around 375 million euros) will be allocated, 285 million KM (142 million euros) for the Ministry of Defense and 263.6 million KM (132 million euros) for external debt payment.   

3.2. The Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The Members of Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina formally adopted 19 statutory solutions earlier imposed by the High Representatives in Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are the laws that the previous sessions of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina refused to adopt, for various reasons, most often party and national interests. For the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina to funciton, it had to have such acts, which is why the current High Representatives imposed them.

The Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina had to adopt these laws formally, as their own, and subsequently, if necessary, alter and amend them. 

The Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina confirmed the Double Citizenship Agreement between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia. The citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina, of Croatian nationality, will be able to exercise their right to obtain the citizenship of the Republic of Croatia, upon meeting certain requirements. They will be able to obtain the passport of the Republic of Croatia, apart from the passport of Bosniaa nd Herzegovina. With the passport of the Republic of Croatia, they will be able to travel to almost any country of the world without travelling visas. 

The Parliamentary Committee for the review of citizenships of naturalized citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina is supposed to inspect 1,400 cases of citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina being granted to foreign citizens during and after the war. So far, the Committee inspected around 700 cases and proposed that 400 naturalized citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina be deprived of their citizenships of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

3.3. The Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovinamade a decision on the prohibition of use of the existing entity designations (coat of arms, hymn, flag). The Court has established that the symbols must be changed, since in their present appearance they do not have designations of all constituent nations. Special entity committees should propose new designations that will be acceptable for all nations.  

4. THE WORK OF AUTHORITIES OF REPUBLIKA SRPSKA

4.1. The Government of Republika Srpska

In mid March the new Government of Republika Srpska headed by the Prime Minister Dodik summarized the work of the first one hundred days of its existence. 

According to the estimations of Prime Minister Dodik and President of Republika Srpska Milan Jelić, the work of the Government of Republika Srpska in this period was very good. It was emphasized that great investment project have been instigated at the amount of 4.6 billion KM (2.3 billion euros). 

The greatest projects were the sale of «Telekom Srpska», Naftna industrija Republika Srpska and investment into construction of freeways and thermal power plants in Gacko and Stanari. 

It was emphasized that the Government proposed 30 new laws, that it paid the outstanding pensions to the pensioners (34 million euros) and that privatization auditing will be instigated.

The Bosnian and Croatian members of the Government of Republika Srpska pointed out that legal obligations against the returnees to Republika Srpska are not being fulfilled, with regard to employment and observation of human rights. 

The Government of Republika Srpska expressed its readiness to give severance pays to all workers who were illegally dismissed from work during the work (because of their nationalities). Over 40,000 citizens submitted requests for such compensation. Citizens' requests are solved by a special committee with the Ministry of Labour and War-Time Invalid Protection. 

According to the existing regulations these workers are entitled to severance pays at the amount of one to three average monthly salaries in Republika Srpska.

The Government of Republika Srpska welcomed the verdict pronounced by the International Crime Tribunal in the Haag, relieving Serbia from liability for genocide and agression against Bosnia and Herzegovina. The verdict verified that genocide took place in Srebrenica, but neither the names nor convictions against the perpertrators were pronounced. Since genocide could have been performed only by the members of the Army and the Police of Republika Srpska, the Government of Republika Srpska blamed only individuals and rejected any kind of collective responsibility fo such crimes.

The highest Serbian representatives in Republika Srpska and in the common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina signed a common statement whereby Republika Srpska rejects any kind of collective responsibility for the crimes committed during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

«According to the verdict and the international and domestic war crimes law, no collective resposibility can be determined for anyone, therefore not for the Serbian people and not for Republika Srpska. Individuals must be liable before the court in the Haag Tribunal or the courts in Bosnia and Herzegovina», the statement goes. 

The Prime Minister of Republika Srpska Milorad Dodik announced that his Government will advocate constitutional reorganization of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This means that Bosnia and Herzegovina should be a complex country consisting of federal units. One of these federal units is supposed to be Republika Srpska within its present limitations and internal organization. 

4.2. The National Assembly of Republika Srpska

Among the activities performed by the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, the adoption of the new Holidays Act should be emphasized. 

According to the new Act, official holidays in Republika Srpska are: New Year (January 1st and 2nd), the Day of Republika Srpska (January 9th), the International Labour Day (May 1st and 2nd), the Day of Victory over Fascism (May 9th), the Day of the Dayton Pease Treaty (November 21st). Religious holidays are Orthodox and Catholic Christmas, Easter, Kurban bajram and Ramadan bajram, celebrated for two days each. Orthodox and Catholic Good Friday are celebrated for one day each.     

5. REFORM OF ARMED FORCES OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

The reform of armed forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina is conducted in accordance with the existing plans or with minor delays, caused by objective difficulties. 

The reform has entered its third final phase. The formation of three regiments has been completed, each continuing to keep the traditions of former military units in Bosnia and Herzegovina (The Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina – Bosnian and Croatian component of and the Army of Republika Srpska) as well as formation of Operative Headquarters of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Operative Headquarters of the Armed Forces has been located in the military base Butmir, near Sarajevo. The members of EUFOR, as well as the NATO forces Headquarters in Bosnia and Herzegovina have been located in the same building. The common accommodation of commands of all armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina guarantee good cooperation and sucessfully conducted assignments. 

The most important assignment of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina is filling in military personnel in the command of the Common Headquarters of the Armed Forces as well as Operative Command and the Ministry of Defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the following period, the composition of the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be reduced to the agreed number of soldiers, officers and other members. 

2,565 professional soldiers are in excess in the present composition of the Armed Forces. Some of these soldiers will retire and some will receive retraining for other professions or do independent activities. Financial assistance will be provided to all soldiers and officers who are lef unemployed in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. «NATO Trust Fund» has provided assistance at the amount of 16 million KM (8 million euros). 

The Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina passed the decision on levelling the salaries of professional military persons in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina. Average salary of an ordinary soldiers will be 562 KM (280 euros), lieutenant officers will receive 627 KM (315 euros), officers 927 KM (465 euros), generals 1,740 KM (870 euros), and general colonel, which is the highest rank in the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2,000 KM (1,000 euros).   

6. POLICE REFORM

The negotiations regarding the police reform and the creation of common police forces on the level of state of Bosnia and Herzegovina failed to result in a common solution. 

The politicians from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina accept the common police based on three principles (common financing, common command and designations and territorial division). This would make the competences of present entity police obsolete. 

The politicians of Republika Srpska (of Serbian nationality) accept the principles under the condition to keep the present organization and competences of the police of Republika Srpska. This actually means that they do not accept the common police of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

All representatives of international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina warned the politicians in Republika Srpska that they have the obligation to accept the reformed common police. Such warnings failed to give result since the politicians from Republika Srpska see the present organization of police as a guarantee for permanent existence of Republika Srpska. 

The International Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Office of the High Representative above all, does not want to impose the solution of common police and they insist that the local politicians should reach an agreement on this issue. 

All negotiations on the reform of the police have strong political and national background.  

Due to the failure to conduct police reform the negotiations on signing the Stabilization and Accession Agreement between Bosnia and Herzegovina and the European Union failed. 

7. JUDICIARY REFORM

One of the obligations which Bosnia and Herzegovina is supposed to fulfill in the process of EU accession is the jurisdiction reform. Conducting reforms in this important area is a very important task of all competent institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Numerous reformation measures have been taken so far, such as appointments of judges and prosecutors, but many other tasks must be fulfilled in the following period. This primarily includes filling in the courts with personnel and technical equipment of the courts. 

Such attitude was taken and supported by the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the members of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The High Judicial and Prosecuting Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina warned the Government of Republika Srpska that it should provide greater budget for jurisdiction in order to realize reformation tasks and that there would be no satisfaction among judges and prosecutors. 

Dissatisfaction with the exising salaries was also expressed by the administrative workers (around 2,000 administrative officers) in the jurisdiction of Republika Srpska. According to the new Collective Agreement, this group of workers will have decreased salary by around 100 KM (50 euros). Their union made strike threates if no favourable solution is found for them in agreement with the Ministry of Justice and the Government of Republika Srpska. 

Jurisdiction in Republika Srpska is working in bad conditions and it lacks modern technical and safety equipment. 

For the condition to be improved later on, at the proposal of the USA Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the court restructuring design has been developed, as well as the design for equipment of court room in Republika Srpska. The design includes 22 courts in Republika Srpska and financing was promised by the USA. 

One of the major problems following jurisdiction in Republika Srpska is a large number of unsolved cases. Some citizens have been pointing out to this problem, since their cases have not been brought to an end for several years. 

Som of non-Serbian citizens feel that their requests are not being met because they belong to another nation. They point out that the courts and certain judges rule under the pressures of the Great Serbian politics. In that way, the courts are getting involved in the ethnic cleansing politics of the areas of Republika Srpska, with the aim of cleansing the area of Republika Srpska from non-Serbian population. 

One of typical examples is the case of Husa Imširović of Bijeljina, who has been conducting proceedings for illegal dismissal from work (for his national affiliation) for 15 years. 

In May 1992 Imširović was fired from «Elektrodistribucija» from Bijelina just for being Bosnian. He filed charges to the court immediately. 

For the last six years the litigation was conducted before the Main Court of Bijeljina, which after several years of deliberate delay, finally ruled in his favour. However, the District Court of Bijeljina annulled the verdict returning Imširović back to work. 

This is an obvious evidence of jurisdiction being politicized and of its role in the politics of ethnic discrimination.   

7.1. Notaries Act

The Government of Republika Srpska passed the new draft Notaries Act. Upon its adoption, notaries should be appointed that will work in 71 offices in Republika Srpska. 

Notaries will perform the tasks of verification of contracts and similar tasks, which will help disburden the courts.

All interested attorneys at law will take notarial examination before the special committee verifed by the High Judicial and Prosecuting Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina.    

8. EDUCATION REFORM

In the reform of education, there is a delay in the adoption of University Act in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Entity Ministries of Education failed to reach an agreement on the common act on the level of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

On the level of Republika Srpska the University Act was adopted and it is now applied in this entity. 

8.1. Private faculties

In the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina, a large number of private faculties and several private universities have been founded. When these faculties were founded, legal regulations were frequently disregarded. This refers especially to the teaching personnel, conditions of the teaching and exercise rooms, as well as the lack of necessary equipment. 

Some of these faculties have been working in improvised premises, without necessary teaching means, and the lecturers are mostly guest professors. Lectures and examinations are mostly conducted on Saturdays and Sundays or holidays. 

The main enrollment criterion to private faculties is the payment of tuition. 

The Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Serbia instigated an inspection of the work of private faculties in this entity. 

A lot of legal failures have been found in two private management faculties in Banja Luka and Gradiška, regarding education, taking examinations and duration of education. These faculties opened up separate divisions in other cities, without obtaining licenses from the relevant Ministry.

Educational inspection established that entire education can be completed in only six months in these faculties. Student enrollment was also possible during the entire academic year.

Upon conducting its inspection, the inspection of Republika Srpska annulled 169 diplomas of the Business Economics Faculty from Banja Luka and 125 diplomas issued by the Business Management Faculty of Gradiška. 

According to the announcement made by the Minister of Education and Culture, the inspection will continue to inspect the work of all other private faculties in Republika Srpska. 

9. RIGHT TO RETURN

The Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina announced that one billion KM (500 million euros) must be provided for sustainable return and restoration of around 40,000 returnees' homes. 

135,000 citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina are waiting for the restoration of their homes and assistance for sustainable return. 

The institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina do not possess sufficient funds to help all endangered citizens and enable them to return to their homes. Only 1.4 million KM (700,000 euros) has been planned for this purpose in the budget of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

There has been no progress in the process of return of depopulated and exiled citizens of non-Serbian nationality in Republika Srpska. In the past months, the number of new returnees has been insignificant, there are even cases of some of returnees families selling their estates and moving permanently to the territory of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The reason for such condition is that the authorities of Republika Srpska do not meet legal obligations on creating conditions for sustainable return. This means that the returnees have been left to themselves, there are no funds for the restoration of their destroyed and devastated property, there are no opportunities for their employment and the authorities fail to exercise constitutional provisions on mandatory employment of non-Serbian population (according to the percentage based on the 1991 census) in public entereprizes, institutions and entity authorities. 

Data on the return presented by entity authorites and some international organizations are false. These data are based on the return of property to exiled and depopulated citizens of non-Serbian nationality. Many of them sold their property, exchanged it or left it vacant and went on to live in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina or another state.

The actual number of returnees cannot be specified, but it is below 30 percent from the total number of exiled and depopulated citizens of non-Serbian nationality during the war.  

9.1. Continued ethnic cleansing 

With its politics and discriminatory laws, the authorities of Republika Srpska continue ethnic cleansing of the territory of Republika Srpska from non-Serbian population.

Such politics is enabled by the new Expropriation Act of the Republic of Serbia, as it entitles local authorities to expropriate land and property at their own discretion. 

A good example of such implementation of this Act can be found in Bijeljina. Local authorities rendered the new regulation plan on the expansion of the existing seat of the Orthodox Bishopric of Zvornik and Tuzla. According to that plan, 15 family houses owned by Bosnians from Bijeljina in the downtown need to be expropriated. The endangered citizens asked for protection of the high representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina and made a request to the Constitutional Court of Republika Srpska to annul the discriminatory Expropriation Act. 

The existing seat of the Bishopric of Zvornik and Tuzla has been built illegally where 11 Bosnian houses had previously been destroyed. All these families were exiled and never received any compensation for the deprived and devastated property. 

There is a similar example in Bratunac, where the local authorities do not allow Bosnians to bury their dead, killed in the war, in the graveyard next to the restored mosque. 

At the same time, the Assembly of the Municipality Bratunac (councilmen of Serbian nationality) dismissed the President of the Municpality Refik Begić, the Bosnian representative. This discharge was estimated as one of the forms of ethnic cleansing.     

Illegal beginning of construction of and Orthodox church in the settlement Kotorsko, near Doboj, on the Bosnian land, is yet another example of continued cleansing of Bosnian population and predominance of the Serbian population. 

The church built in Konjević Polje (municipality Bratunac) in the private yard of Fata Orlović, demonstrates the results of ethnic cleansing. The church was built illegally on the private property, and the owner of the land has been conducting litigation for years for the church to be relocated from her yard. As a paradox to this case, charges have been raised against Fata Orlović by the District Court of Bijeljina, for alleged provoking of national intolerance, preventing freedom of religion and attack on an Orthodox priest.

The citizens association «Izvor» from Prijedor, searching for the killed and missing citizens, is unsatisfied with the attitudes of local authorities towards the returnees of Bosnian and Croatian nationality.   

They point out to various forms of discrimination to which returnees have been exposed. These are primarily the problem of returnees getting employment and exercising their cultural and historical rights. The local authorities support only Serbian organizations and disregard all Bosnian and Croatian associations. 

10. INCIDENTS

Various incidents keep repeating on the area of Republika Srpska, directed against the process of return and safety of returnees and their property. Although the incidents reoccur, the police authorities do not make enough effort to prevent or discover the perpetrators. 

Most frequently, these are attacks on returnees' property, restored religious facilities and various forms of threatening. Several such incidents occurred in this period as well. 

Višegrad

In the settlement Kosovo Polje in Višegrad, unknown vandals destroyed five tombstones on a Muslim graveyard (January 1). The police conducted an investigation. This act of vandalism was condemned by the Minister of Home Affairs of Republika Srpska Stanislav Čađo. 

Five days later, the police discovered the perpetrator, S.V., a secondary school student of Višegrad. Criminal charges were raised against him. 

A large decorated Christmas tree was placed where a mosque (destroyed in 1993) used to be, in the center or Višegrad (January 4). This event was estimated by the Bosnian associations and the Islaamic community as a deliberate provocations directed against Bosnian returnees. 

In the place called Undrulje (18 kilometers from Višegrad) around one hundred members of the «Chetnik movement of the Serbian homeland of Ravna gora» celebrated 61 years of the arrest of Draža Mihailović, the Chetnik general from the Second World War and the fascist ally (March 12). 

The manifestation itself and its iconography (fur caps, cockades, black flags with skulls and militant songs) caused unrest and fear in the members of Bosnian nationality in Višegrad and its vicinity. 

Brčko District

In the night between January 1 and 2, unknown perpetrators threw «Molotov cocktails» on the building of the Main Court in Brčko. The material damage caused by the fire was great. One court room was completely destroyed and several premises and the hall were damaged. 

In the night between March 17 and 18, unknown individuals stoned the premises of the Party of Democratic Action in Brčko. On that occasion several windows were broken. There were no injured in the incident. 

On March 16, insulting graffitti such as «Knife, wire, Srebrenica» and «Slay the Turks» were written on several places in Brčko 16. 

These incidents were condemned by the leadership of the Brčko District and made a request to the police to discover their perpetrators. 

Prijedor

In the night between January 8 and 9, unknown perpetrators desacrated the Church of Saint Apostles Paul and Peter in the Prijedor settlement Ćela. Several stones were thrown onto the church, damaging the facade on the building. The incident was condemned by the mayor of Prijedor and the Head Imam of Prijedor. 

The inscription with the name of a deceased of Serbian nationality was taken from one tombstone in the town graveyard in Prijedor (January 27). The police conducted an investigation. 

An explosive device was activated in Prijedor, under a car make «passat» owned by V.M. (February 9). The car was seriously damaged and another two cars parked next to it also sustained damages. The Police conducted and investigation for the discovery of unknown individuals who planted the explosive devices under the car. 

Banja Luka

Provocative posters, placing the battle of Kosovo which took place in 1389 on the same level as the current events in Kosovo (decision on independence of Kosovo) were put on several places in Banja Luka (January 16). The posters were signed by the association Serbian national movement «Izbor je vaš». This is an association with extreme Great Serbian attitudes and efforst to separate Republika Srpska from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Vice President of Republika Srpska Adil Osmanović reported to the police that he has been receiving threatening letters (February 6). The letters have been coming by regular mail or by e-mail. In his opinion, the threats have been motivated by his political engagement and advocacy of Bosnian national interests.

Zvornik

In the settlment Glumina, near Zvornik, unknown persons through bacon slices at the restored mosque (January 19). The desacration of the religious facility was condemned by Bosnian returnees and by the Islaamic community.

In the settlement Divič in Zvornik, a group of young men of Serbian nationality beat up three young men of Bosnian nationality (January 20). This incident was also condemned as an act of vandalism directed against Bosnian returnees to Zvornik.

Trebinje

A bomb was placed under a passanger vehicle «passat» owned by Radomir Niković of Trebinje (January 24). The car was entirely destroyed and the windows on several houses nearby were broken. The police conducted an investigation.

Bratunac

Unknown individuals provoked Fata Orlović in the yard of her house in Konjević Polje (January 26). They allegedle measured up the yard and recommended the owner to leave her house. 

An Orthodox church has been built illegally in the yard of Fata Orlović and the owner has been conducting litigation for years for the church to be relocated to another location. 

Brčko District

Sead Bećirević (73), the president of the Bosnian cultural community «Preporod» was physically assaulted in the center of Brčko District (January 29). He was attacked by a policement from Brčko, Branislav Stokanović. The police is investigating this incident. 

Bijeljina

Unknown individuals put two dum-dum bullets in the fireplace used by the returnee family of Ohran Begović in the settlement Bukreš in Bijeljina (February 14). The bullets exploded in the furnace when the fire was started. The furnace was destroyed by the explosion but none of the family members was hurt. 

11. FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA

There has been a lot of turmoil in the media scene in Bosnia and Herzegovina in this period. The reason for this was the decision of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina to boycot the journalists of the Public Service of BHT (January 10). 

The Government of Republika Srpska was unsatisfied with the treatment of events in Republika Srpska broadcasted by BHT1 and the editing policy of this Public Service. 

The specific event which motivated the Government of Republika Srpska to cancel any kind of cooperation with the journalists of BHT1 was the report of this media on the Celebration of the Day of Republika Srpska, January 9. According to the attitude of the Government of Republika Srpska not enough attention was paid to this event in the prime time news «Vijesti» at 19:00, since it was presented only in the 20th minute of this show. 

The Government of Republika Srpska expressed its dissatisfaction with the way some other events and politicians in Republika Srpska were presented in other BHT1 shows. 

The Government of Republika Srpska prohibited the journalists form BHT1 to attend public press conferences which are held on regular basis. 

  
Such decisions of the Government of Republika Srpska brought about great protests in BHT1, then in the majority of media in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and all representatives of international organizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina: OHR, OSCE and a number of embassies in Bosnia and Herzegovina, declared themselves against such decision. This decision was estimated as a political pressure on the media and failure non-observation of the freedom of media.

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) referred special protest because of this boycot, pointing out that the prevention of the freedom of media will be against the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Government of Republika Srpska was invited to stop the boycot and pressure on the change of editing policy of BHT1. 

11.1. Personnel changes in BHT1

Such situation brought about crisis in the BHT1 management, so the Director and the Editor-in-Chief were discharged. 

A new person, Mehmed Agović, former editor of Radio Free Europe, was appointed Director of BHT1, and Milenko Voćki, former editor of the Studio Radio Free Europe in Sarajevo, was appointed Editor-in-Chief. 

11.2. Case of boycot

The dispute between the Government of Republika Srpska and the Public Service BHT1 ended on January 30. 

An agreement was reached between the new Director of BHT1 M. Agović and Vice President of the Government of Republika Srpska Anton Kasipović. According to this agreement, the members of the Government of Republika Srpska will give statements to the journalists of BHT1 and they will be able to attend press conferences organized by the Government of Republika Srpska or any of its Ministries. 

A common statement was made that BHT1 must not be subject to any form of political pressures and limitations of the freedom of the media and citizens in the entire Bosnia and Herzegovina should be informed objectively, in due time and without prejudice, regardless of their national, political or any other affiliation. 

11.3. Pressure on journalists

Slobodan Vasković, Editor-in-Chief of the magazine «Patriot» (Banja Luka) confirmed having been subject to daily threats and pressures made by Milan Jelić, the President of Republika Srpska. The reason for this was that Vasković discovered illegal dealings which involved Milan Jelić, prior to his election, and published them in his magazine in a research report. 

As Vasković claims, double inspection of the operation of the «Patriota» was performed. Due to a slight error made in writing the address of the seat of the «Patriota» the inpsection fined the magazine with 1,000 KM (500 euros). 

At the same time, as Vasković claims, President Jelić prohibited certain companies to be advertised in the «Patriota» and made threats to him and his family. Vasković reported these threats to the State Investigations Agency (SIPA) and EUPM. 

As there were no reactions to his appeals, Vasković decided to draw the attention of institutions and public by going on a hunger strike. 

On January 26 Vasković started a hunger strike in front of the building of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska. On the third day of his hunger strike Vasković got sick and he was taken to Emergency. Due to deteriorated medical conditions, the doctors advised him to stop the hunger strike. 

As the result of pressures, threats and hunger strike, the magazine «Patriota» was not published for a month. 

11.4. Journalists boycotted the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

There was another incident related to the media. This was the case when the journalists monitoring the work of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina boycotted the press conference which was supposed to be held by the Chairman of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina Nebojša Radmanović. 

The reason for this boycot was that the scheduled press conference was late for more than an hour, so all journalists left the conference hall. 

This action of accredited journalists was supported by all media and journalists associations and they condemned the failure of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina as they belittled the significance of media and journalists. 

11.5. Fines for the media

The Regulatory Communications Agency punished several electronic media because of failures made in their editing policies and failure to comply with the journalist code.

«Radio 202» of Sarajevo was fined with 10,000 KM (5,000 euros) for violation of generally accepted decency and courtesy standards. 

«Radio 202» broadcasted music with extremely vulgar content during the afternoon hours.

For failure to comply with the Communications Act, the following radio stations were punished: BH Radio 1 with 3,000 KM (1,500 euros),  Radio Federacije BiH with 1,000 KM, Radio Grude with 2,000 KM.

Due to failures in work and failure to comply with the code verbal warnings were referred to Radio Sarajevo 202, Radio Federacije BiH, Radio-televizija RS, Radio Istočno Sarajevo, Omladinski radio X, Radio Glas Nade, NRTV Studio 99, Radio Breza, Radio Kamelon and Radio ASK.

11.6. The new building of Radio Television of Republika Srpska 

The construction of a new building, radio television home of the Public Service Radio Television Republika Srpska (RTRS) has started in Banja Luka. 

The new building will cover the area of 5,200 square meters, with all necessary studios, premises and the latest technical equipment. The building will cost around 6.6 milllion KM (3.3 million euros). 50% of the financing will be provided by RTRS and another 50% by the Government of Republika Srpska and the city of Banja Luka. 

12. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Only the members of Orthodox religion enjoy full freedom of religion and full support from the authorities of Republika Srpska. The entity and local authorities unselfishly aid the Serbian Orthodox Chuch, granting financial aid, land for building religious faciliteis and give constant public support through the media. 

Unlike them, the members of the Islaamic and Catholic religion are in an inferior position. The members of the Islaamic religion are especially endangered. They still encounter great difficulties in the restoration of religious facilities devastated during the war. Local authorities prevent the building of new mosques in various ways.

A large number of restored mosques were the targets of attacks by extremists. Islaamic religious facilities are being desacrated, insulting graffitti are written on them or they are being stones. All attacks are reported to the police, but in most cases perpetrators are not found.    

The Catholic Bishopric of Banja Luka points out that preventing freedom of religion and difficulties in the restoration of destroyed religious facilities have negative direct effect on the return on Catholics to Republika Srpska. 

12.1. Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina, consisting of the heads of Catholic and Orthodox churches, Islaamic and the religious community, started meeting on a more regular basis, since certain interreligious conflicts have been overcome.

The Interreligious Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina has directed its activites towards rendering the restitution act. They wish to have the property deprived from religious communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the socialist system of former Yugoslavia returned to them. The religious communities were the owners of a large number of highly valuable real estate. Solving the issue of returning the property to religious communities (after rendering the Restitution Act) will encounter great problems. 

13. SOCIAL RIGHTS

More than 60 percent of citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina live in very difficult economic and social conditions. 22 percent of families live below the line of poverty, and around 40 percent of families are on the verge of that line. 

The most endangered categories of citizens were exiled and depopulated families, a large number of unemployed, older and sick persons and the retired. 

A number of citizens residing in the collective centers where the living conditions are very bad. These are mostly old people's homes without permanent income or with minimal pensions. 

A large number of citizens cannot obtain quality medicines, since majority of medicines are paid at market prices. 

Such condition led to the increase of some contagious diseases, such as tuberculosis. 

Difficult social conditions cause increased number of drug addicts, increased prostituion and suicides.

Over 40 percent of citizens able to work cannot find employment and provide existence for themselves and their families. Most people who are employed receive their salaries irregularly and they are small. Workers' strikes are frequent, but they do not affect improvement of such condition. 

This difficult social condition is a consequence of the recent war, the difficult economic politics, as well as criminal and illegal privatization of former large enterprizes. In most cases of privatization these workers lose their jobs. These and new employees, who finish schools, cannot get jobs, since very little is invested into development and building of new production capacities. Most new businessmen are oriented towards trade, and the greatest number of merchandize is imported from other countries.    

14. MISSING PERSONS

14.1. The Institute for the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Although the Institute was officially founded several months ago, the work of the Institute for the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina has not commenced yet. The reasons that the common institutions do not function have political background. 

The existing entity commissions for the search of the persons missing during the war continue their work. They should give their entire documentation to the new Institute which is supposed to take over their assignments.

The members of the Institute for the Missing Persons of Bosnia and Herzegovina have so far visited only several locations where mass graves are supposedly located. The grave digging out works have not started yet. Due to these discrepancies, the entity committees have not been digging out newly found mass graves this spring. 

According to the data of the Committee for the Search for the Missing Persons of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, more than 18,000 of bodies of victims have been exhumated from mass, common and individual graves in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the last ten years. It is supposed that another 12,000 victims are still searched for. 

In the last year 22 mass graves, 13 graes with two, three or four bodies and 160 individual graves were found on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Office for the Search for the Missing and Captured Persons of Republika Srpska announced the information that this committee is searching for 1,262 missing citizens from this entity. 

In the past ten years 3,116 bodies were exhumated. 740 victims were identified by DNA method.        

14.2. Commission for Sarajevo

 The Commission for Investigating the Truth on the Killings of Serbs, Croats, Jews and others in the period from 1992 to 1995 in Sarajevo has existed since the middle of last year. So far several meeting have been held, but no specific data or facts have been discovered. The work of the Committee is burdened with daily political problems.  

The first reports of the Committee were not accepted by the Ministers Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Ministers belonging to Serbian nation are not satisfied with the work of the Committee so far. 

14.3. The Palić case

The search for the remains of the missing Avde Palić, colonel of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who went missing in the summer of 1995 has not given results. The Government of Republika Srpska formed a special committee for that case and approved financing of its work. 

The Committee has inspected several locations and performed diggings, but it did not find the remains. The Government or Republika Srpska received an order from the OHR to institute an action of search for Palić's body.

Avdo Palić went missing after the negotiations with the military command of the Army of Republika Srpska in the summer of 1995. Supposedly, the members of the Army of Republika Srpska murdered him and hid his body some place unknown. 

15. TRAFFICKING

Illegal trafficking has still been going on on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Illegal migrations of people wanting to move to a Western Europe country via Bosnia and Herzegovina have increased lately.

The State Border Service of Bosnia and Herzegovina discivered several attempts of illegal border crossing of foreign citizens via the border of Bosnia and Herzegovina. These were mostly Albanian citizens and the citizens of some Middle Easte countries, India and China. They go from Serbia through the border river Drina into Bosnia and Herzegovina and there are taken by organized groups which tade them through the river Sava into Croatia. The goal of these immigrants are some of the Western European countries. 

Only on the part of the border controlled by the Site Office of the State Border Service «Sjeveroistok» with the seat in Bijeljina, 14 foreigners who tried to entere Bosnia and Herzegovina illegally have been discovered in the first three months of its operation. There was one girl among them, the victim of trafficking for prostitution.

The number of cases of women trafficking from other countries is less than in the previous years. At the same time the number of girls from Bosnia and Herzegovina who were the victims of trafficking has increased. In the last year out of 60 discovered girls who were the victims of trafficking, half of them was from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The youngest victim was only 13 years old. 

The authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina have developed Draft Regulations on the protection of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina who are the victims of trafficking. This document is soon expected to find itself before the Ministers Council and should be adopted.

So far Bosnia and Herzegovina has not had an established system of protection of local victims from trafficking. The reason for this can be found in a complex political organization and different competences of the Ministries and institutions which are supposed to provide protection to the victims of trafficking. 

A proceeding against four individuals accused of trafficking has started before the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

16. CONDITION IN PRISONS

The condition in the prisons in Republika Srpska is much worse than it was in the preceeding period. The inmates have been pointing out to difficult conditions in the prisons for a long time. The overbooking of prison premises, bad hygienic conditions, bad food and health care, lack of space for outdoor walks and recreation gym. The inmates and their attorneys complained also about long investigations and long periods of temporary arrests.  

On several occasions the Ministry of Justice was asked to improve these conditions. As nothing has changed since then, the inmates in the prisons in Kula (Eastern Sarajevo), Tunjice (Banja Luka) and in Doboj, as well as in a penitentiary unit of the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo and in the prison in Zenica expressed their dissatisfaction, either spontaneously or in an organized way. 

16.1. Hunger strike

A number of prisoners sentenced for war crimes and the inmates accused of war crimes in the prisons Kula, the Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Zenica went on a hunger strike. They are asking to be proceeded for war crimes according to the laws of the former Yugoslavia, i.e. at the time when the crimes were committed. Their attorneys made reference to the European Convention on basic rights and freedomes, providing that the accused may receive trials according to less severe laws. The criminal law of former Yugoslavia provided less severe punishments for the crimes they committed.  

As the result of several days of hunger strike, several inmates were taken to local hospitals, as their lives were endangered.

Štrajkače glađu u zatvorima je posjetio i ministar prvde RS i nagovarao ih je da prekinu sa štrajkom.

14 prisoners in the prison Tunjice in Banja Luka also went on a hunger strike. The main reason for this were the long periods that the inmates are kept in temporary arrest and slow operation of the Special Prosecution Office of Republika Srpska. They have been accused of illegal trade in goods to which special duty is paid. 

16.2. Rebellions of prisoners

The dissatisfactions of prisoners reached their climax in the prison in Doboj. In the beginning of March the first rebellion took place. One of the prisoners informed journalists there was a rebellion in the prison, although official authorities did not confirm this. 

The prisoners locked themselves in a part of the prison. The reason for their rebellion were bad accommodation conditions, bad medical protection and the announced transfer of certain inmates to other prisons. 

The condition in the prison was back to normal upon the discussion held between the warden and the inmates.

In late March there was another, much greater and armed rebellion in the same prison in Doboj. 

A group of some 50 inmates attacked the guards and disarmed them. Armed in this way, they climed up the prison roof and threatened to shoot anyone who came closer.

The rebellion took place after two groups of prisoners started a fight. When the armed guards tried to separate them, they attacked the guards and disarmed them. One of the reason of this new rebellion was the failure to fulfill the promises given by the management of the prison during the previous rebellion. 

The rebellion has ended on the same night when the rebel inmates talked to the Minister of Justice of Republika Srpska Džerardom Selmanom. The Minister declared that the rebellion took place after the fight between two groups of inmates. 

Two prisoners sustained minor injuries in the fight between the prisoners and the guards and they were given medical aid in the hospital in Doboj. 

17. SREBRENICA

In this period, one of the topical political events in Republika Srpska was related to Srebrenica. The Municipality Srebrenica adopted the resolution requesting Municipality Srebrenica to be segregated from the jurisdiction of Republika Srpska. The councilmen of Serbian nationality did not participate in the rendering of such decision, having left the meeting before the voting took place. 

The Initiative Committee for collective emmigration of Bosnian returnees from Municipality Srebrenica has been established.

Such measure is justified by difficult economic and social condition of the returnees in Srebrenica and failure by the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republika Srpska and the international organizations to solve the citizens' problems. The requested the authorities to develop programmes and specific measures to make life in Srebrenica more tolerable and dignified. It has been pointed out that the entity and state authorities and the representatives of the international community mostly manipulate the tragedy of Srebrenica and noone provides any specific help to these citizens. 

March 14 has been marked as the final term for fulfilling their requests. If the authorities fail to meet their requests Bosnians will emmigrate permanently from Srebrenica.

These events have caused great attention of the local and European public. The requests made by the citizens of Srebrenica were estimated as realistic, but they have been recommended to give up the idea of emmigration.

The Government of Republika Srpska regarded the situation as very serious and accepted to give Srebrenica a special status and to grant extraordinary financial aid to this Municipality.    

The Government or Republika Srpska decided to invest another 15 million KM (7.5 million euros) as financial aid for the restoration of returnees houses, electrical network and roads.

Srebrenica was visited and the problem was discussed by the members of the common authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and they promised financial assistance. The representativs of the Serbian nation in all authorities did not attend these meetings. 

Srebrenica was also visited by the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina Christina Schwarz Schilling and by the American Ambassador, Mr. McElhany in Bosnia and Herzegovina, separately, and they both suggested the citizens of Srebrenica to give up the idea of collective emmigration.

All these events in Srebrenica began after the decision made by the International Crime Tribunal in the Haag related to the charges of Bosnia and Herzegovina brought against Serbia for the committed genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Court established that in the summer of 1995 genocide was committed in Srebrenica, but it did not accept the charges that the state of Serbia was responsible for it. 

18. PRESS CONFERENCES

3rd Press Conference

Sarajevo- hotel Grand- Mr. Branko Todorovic, executive director of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska, staff members of the Committee and representatives of the Coalition of the ICC informed the public on the current state of legislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, challanges, obstacles and opportunities in our country in regard to the full implementation of the Rome Statute, which has been signed and ratified by Bosnia and Herzegovina. Another issue of the press conference was the cooperation of Bosnia and Herzegovina with the International Criminal Court and the still pending signing and ratifying of the Agreement on Privilegies and Immunities of the ICC. 

This press conference was followed by four printed daily media and three TV stations. 

4th Press Conference

International Press Center - Banja Luka - Branko Todorovic, executive director of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska and staff members of the Committee said on the press conference that there is no alternative to political agreement and consesus on the reform of police and change of the BH Constitution and that any kind of imposing of a solution would not be good for the country. 

Additionally, it was said that the process of the police reform is made more complicated by those politicians who are trying to include the issue of changing the Dayton Accords and territorial composution of BH as stated in tis Agreement. There should be no taboos in our country, as stated on the press conference, especially when it comes to the possible change of the state structure, but this is needed to happen in the frame of the BH Constitutional Reform. 

The Conference was followed by the main daily newspapers from BH and TV stations from BH. Reports on this press conference were published during the prime time news of almost all TV stations in out country. 

19. TV SHOWS 

4th Telecast

Topic:
"Denationalisation and restitution"
Date:     January 27, 2007

Guests:  Mustafa Begic, prof

              memebr of the Commission for drafting teh Law on denationalisation in BH


  Nikola Sekulovic

              President of the NGO "League for the protection of Human Rights and private property"

              Bruno Curasek

              Alliance of Associations for denationalisation in BH

              Mico Sovic

              Association  "Restitution-Semberija", Bijeljina

              Dragomir  Zivanovic

              legal advisor of the Association "Restitution - Semberija"

The moderator of this TV show briefly explained the terms of restitution and denationalisation and informed the viewers that this TV show will be directed to teh discussion on the draft law on denationalisation of property, which is currently before the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has to put it on it's agenda.

Mr. Begic, as a member of the Commission which has drafted the mentioned Law explained briefly the way how this Law was developed, which data was avaiable etc. In this context, he mentioned that it was a very complex process of bringing all needed parts together, get all information and draft the Law. The Commission has done what was requested to be done and it is now up to the Council of Ministers to decide. But this Law, as he pointed out is very important and one of the precondition for the European intergration of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Mr. Sekulovic from the NGO "League for the protection of Human Rights and private property from Trebinje said it is very difficult now, in 2007 to talk about the Law on denationalisation. This law was an issue in 1990, and then again in 1996, rights after the war. As he said, in Republika Srspka, the Law on denationalisation was brought in 1996 but it has not been implemented. He expressed his view that in the process of privatisation, which in many cases was unlawful, even this property which belongs to those who have lost in after the Second World war, was privatised. He thinks that this is one of the main reasons, why the Law on denationalisation of property is not brought and/or not implemented. The Law on denationalisation of property is regulating the property relation in our country, but this is obviously in an interest of some political centers. 

Mr. Curasek expressed the view of the Associations he represents by critising the draft law on denationalisation of property. He said that this Law is not precise enough, it is making a wide intepretation possible and it is not ensuring fully the clear return of property to citizens.

Mr. Sovic from the Association of citizens "Restitution - Semberija" said that in the region of Semberija about 50% of requests on return of property have been positively solved. All these requests were connected to the return of land, but not to the return of apartments, objects, buildings. He emphasised that a clear and true return of property could lead to a increased number of employees. 

Mr. Zivanovic, legal advisor of teh Association "Restitution-Semberija" added that bringing and implementing the mentioned LAw depends mainly on the political legal will to do us. But this Law in specific does not have this legal and political will, obviously which is needed. ON the other side, as he expressed the denationalisation is the most transparant and most correct way of giving property back. 

5th Telecast

Topic:    "War crimes trials in BH and in the region"
Date:      March 22, 2007

Guests:  Carla del Ponte, Main Prosecutor, ICTY

  
  Marinko Jurcevic, Main Prosecutor, Prosecutors Office of BH


  Prosecutor from Serbia


  Prosecutor from Croatia

Mrs. Del Pronte explained briefly the reasons fro establishing the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia, its mandate and limitation, expressing the burden to be taken now in the exit strategy of the Tribunal. 

She said that although many countries have critised the Tribunal, it has achieved a lot of things, many facts on war crimes committed on the territory of former Yugoslavia have been established, many perpatrators,  mainly those of high political or military responsibility were accused and tried. But, as she said the issue of war crimes is still present in the daily life of people from the region. War crimes trials, especially those undertaken before the ICTY have established facts, have confrontated nations with war crimes committed. War crimes trials and facts established during those prosecutions give a clear picture on what has happened before and during an armed conflict and they help in understanding the reasons for a conflict. But a court truth is not the only needed and valid truth. A lot of things have to be done in addition to that, as she said. She also mentioned that the Office of the Prosecutor and the Tribunal as such will work with judges and prosecutors from the region in enabling them to deal with war crimes trials on tehir own, to fight against impunity and work towards the goal to realise justice for victims. 

Mr. Jurcevic, the main prosecutor of the Prosecutors Office of BH said that the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia was a key element in starting to accuse those who have committeed sever war crimes during the war on the territory of former Yugoslavia. But the ICTY is a ad hoc legal institution, limited in time and mandate as given by the UN Security Council. Now the local courts have to face the challange, to work intensively on establishing capacities and resources to be able to fight against impunity, to accuse and charge those who have committed war crimes during the war. Mr. Jurcevic said, that even during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, some courts put effords to find and punish perpetrators of war crimes, but a lot of cicrumstances led to a lack of professional approach to this matter. 

The prosecutor from Croatia said that courts and prosecutors offices in Croatia have done a lot on regard to war crimes prosecution, but facts are still difficult to find, and a lot of energy is spend in establishing true facts on what has happened. Therefore, a he emphasised, it is needed to have governmental but also non-governmental organisations still working on these issues. 

The prosecutor from Serbia said that they have realised taht especially an intensive work with the public is needed when it comes to war crimes trials. As he said, the Special Cpurt for War Crimes in Belgrade has established a concrete and serious communication strategy through its Public information section.   

6th Telecast

Topic:
 "Transitional Justice - mechanisms for establishing the truth" 

Date:      February 17, 2007

Guests:  Mrs. Kosar, Memebr of Croatian Parliament

              Stjepan Mesic, President of Croatia


  Zarko Puhovski, Croatian Helsinki Committee for Human Rights 


  Drago Hedel, journalist, Feral Tribune

Mrs Kosar said even after several years after the war in Croatia, one of the most burning issues, which has not been sold yet is the issue of missing persons. As she said, this is the most serious humanitarian issue, which has to be sold soon, since families of the victims need to know what has happened to their relatives and they have to have the possibility to know where their bones are. 

Mrs. Mesic said that we have to know that crimes have been committed by all sides. But for the process of establishing the truth, it is very much needed to know the chronology of crimes, motivation for committing crime and the quantity of crimes committed. As he said, war crimes do not have an excusion, but they can have an explanation. Be emphasised that an explanation is not an exuse and it does not dicrease the brutally of crimes committed. 

Mr. Puhovski said the that NGOs had and still have a key role in establsihing facts on war crimes committed. As he pointed out, governments of the region very often enter into discussion on war victims, especially when it comes to number of victims without having detailed and true data on the exact number of those who have been killed during the armed conflict. And again, as he said, this is a task which is performed by the civil society sector. The societies of the region are not very friendly towards those NGOs, as he said, since those NGOs are putting a finger in their eyes, by saying the truth about something what is difficult to accept. He stressed out that the societies of the region are still living in myths. Myths are easier to accept than truth. 

A representatvie of the United Nations Development program talked about their engagement in Transitional Justice in the region, where the best possible way has to be found how and which mechanisms of Transititonal Justice to use here, which mechanisms are available, whcih have to be created and how. He also emphasised that a huge step forward in regard to the confrontation with the past has been done by representatives of the civil society. 

Mr. Drago Hedel explained the role of media in the process of confrontation with the past, where he pointed out that it has been always very difficult to talk and write about war crimes committed by the majority people in one country. As he said, a level of denial of war crimes committed by the own ethnic group has always been high. 

7th Telecast

Topic:
   "Establishing truth through the perspective of war victims" 
Date:
    March 3, 2007

Guests:    Representatives of victims organisations and associations of families of missing                    

                persons from Serbia, Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina and from Croatia

This discussion was mainly focused on the role of association of victims of the war and association of families of the missing in the process of establishing facts through war crimes prosecutions. As it was said by most of the representatives, many witnesses in war crimes trials are actually found through those associations, but also many evidence was found using those associations. Representatives from Croatia said that victims representatives are hardly invited to talk about their position in public. Opportunities, as they said are rare and not enough to have their voice heard. It was stressed out that when it comes to public discussion on the truth from the war, on war crimes committed governmental officials are asked to talk about it. They agreed that the government is very much invited to talk about those issues, but the voice of victims has to be heard as well. 

One of the victims representatives said that victims, but also witnesses have a certain problem in approaching judicial institutions and problems appear when it comes to the protection of witnesses. This issue, as most of the representatives said is still an open issue. There are positive legal solutions in regard to the witness protection but there are obvious lacks in the implementation of the laws. Many representatives expressed that potentional witnesses, memebrs of their associations are afraid of testimonies, do not trust the domestic legal system, are afraid of what could happen when they return home form the court, after giving a certain statement etc. A real care of the for the victims and witnesses is needed, but it is still not visible in no one of the countries of the region, as they stated. 

There is no peace without justice for the victims, was one of the strongest messages of all representatives. They stressed out the importance of region cooperation when it comes to the victims of the war, sicne this issue is a regional issue and has to be solved regionally. 

8th Telecast

Topic:     "Challanges of the domestic judiciary in war crimes prosecution"
Date:        March 10, 2007

Guests:     Meddzida Kreso, President of the Court of BH


     Natasa Kandic, director of the Humanitarian Law Center

                 Zoran Pusic, Citizens Committee for Human Rights, Zagreb

                 Zarko Puhovski, Croatian Helsinki Committee

Mrs. Kreso said preconditions for reconciliation and normalistion of relations inside a society which has passed a tragic and brutal war, such as it is the case in Bosnia and Herzegovina, are war crimes prosecutions. Those war crimes trials have to be transparent, following the individual guilty of suspects and implementing the highest ethic standards in the realisation of those trials. 

She said that those trials are complex, difficult and pressures from outside on courts, judges and prosecutors are present, but as we have once said that we want to confront ourselve with this challange, we will have to do it in a very professional way. Judges and prosecutors, as Mrs. Kreso said are working under difficult circumstances when it comes to war crimes trials.

Highest ethic principles have to be fulfilled in all segments of the trial. In regard to the suspects, it means that the accused person needs to have all guaranteed rights to a fair trial, the possibility to have legal assistance and a possibility to preperae defense in due time.

She also stressed out that domestic courts and even international courts are facing a new problem, which was not as much visible before in war crimes trials. This is a boycot of the trial or hunger strike by the accused, as she said. This is happening befoire domestic courts of the region, but it has also happened before the ICTY. 

Mrs. Kandic talked about the experience of the Humanitarian Law Center in war crimes prosecution, where the staff of the HLC assisted witnesses to approach the court, ask for needed protection and to get information on the procedures which are expecting them before the court. 

She stressed out that witnesses are once again going through the trauma and brutally of the crime during the trails and during the testimony. Effective support for those vulnarable witnesses is very much needed, not only right before the trial and during the trial, but a longer period before and after the testimony was given. She said, that this is unfortunately not done, only NGOs are recognizing this need and offer limited assistance to witnesses. 
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