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Introduction

The unresolved Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute over Nagorny Karabakh (NK) still 
looms threateningly over the South Caucasus, but is low down the international 
agenda. NK is generally termed a “frozen conflict,” but the term is misleading 
and potentially dangerous; in fact the dispute is in a state of dynamic change that 

could eventually lead to the resumption of fighting. 

Both sides are caught in a Karabakh trap – 
the situation hurts them in the long run but 
appears to suit them in the short-term
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Current state of peace process
The NK peace process is perhaps one of the most closed and confidential 
negotiating processes in the world. In large part this is because of the 
continuing authoritarian traditions in these post-Soviet societies, in which 
leaderships preserve a monopoly on decision-making.
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The pessimistic view is that the leaders 
fundamentally lack the political will to sign 
an agreement.



3a. The Azerbaijani side

The ceasefire regime

Situation in the region
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Azerbaijan looks set to suffer from the classic 
symptoms of an economy overly dependent on 
natural resources.



3b The Armenian side
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For Karabakh Armenians, the resolution of 
the conflict is a truly existential issue of their 
own security.
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Scenarios 4
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“ The situation on the frontline is inherently 
unstable if you have forces so close 
together.”
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Conclusions 5

The language used about the dispute needs to 
change for progress to be made.



The Karabakh trap: Dangers and dilemmas of the Nagorny Karabakh conflict  13



conciliation 
       resources


