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Report preparation

This Report represents a joint effort and producactivities by informal coalition of the advanced
NGOs, whose work is based on rights of children.

The Coalition consists of 13 NGOs from Bosnia aretzdgovina: “Agencija Lokalne Demokratije” —
“Local Democracy Agency” from Sarajevo, Budimo akif — “Let’'s Be Active” from Sarajevo,
“Buduénost” — “The Future® from Modia, “NaSa Djeca“ — “Our Children” from Sarajevo, ‘®aDjeca“

— “Our Children” from Zenica, “Sretni Romi“ — “HagpRoma” from Tuzla, “Step by Step“ from
Sarajevo, “Svitac* — “The Firefly” from Bko, “Svjetionik“ — “The Lighthouse” from PrijedofSunce
Nam Je Zajedidko" — “We Share the Same Sun” from Trebinje, Udnjéeza pomé mentalno
nedovoljno razvijenih lica Banja Luka - Associatiimm helping mentally insufficiently developed pens

— Banja Luka, Zdravo da ste/Hi Neighbor-Banja Laka Zemlja djeca - “Land of children” from Tuzla.
The acknowledgements and results were the badeX# arganizations and also they were the resilts
the seven-year long implementation monitoring psecef the UN Convention on rights of the child in
BiH which was realized by “Our children® from Sarap and “Hi Neighbour” from Banja Luka.

For the purpose of this Report and within the moj€hildren and NGOs Monitor the Status of Child
Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina” opinions and starwere collected from 2528 children from 23 sitie
across Bosnia and Herzegovin& éhd 9' graders of primary schools antidnd 2° graders of secondary
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schools). The Report is structured in the way $ollibws theme sections of the UN Convention orhisg

of the child, responding to recommendations thatWiN Committee provided upon review of the Initial
Report on the implementation of the Convention astia and Herzegovira.

Besides this, the Coalition of NGOs™ Report is akldack of the governments “First Bosnia and
Herzegovina Periodical Report on Implementatiorthef Convention on Child rights”, submitted to the
UN Committee for child rights in 2009.

I GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION

Legislation and implementation - (recommendations 8 and 9)

The Bosnia and Herzegovina Periodical Report didpmovide us with a complete overview regarding
the role of the State with the aim to ensure apfibo of principles and provisions of the Conventan
rights of the child and the adopted laws regulapnigciples of child protection in accordance witte
Article 4 of the CRC. The situation concerning tidalanced implementation of the legislation rafigr

to child protection is still unchanged in Bosnia &terzegovina.

The policies and legislation which are enactedhat level of BH stay different when it comes to
implementation because they are often modified bgisions and regulations brought at the lower
authority levels (for example: the decision on &whg the payment of child income or other
emoluments until the financial conditions are apegliand many other).Still, we need to highlightt tha
majority of laws either at the state, entity otla cantonal level and the level oftBo District have been
harmonised with the standards of the protectiorrigiits of the child as prescribed under the UN
Convention on the children’s rights. "The Studytteé System of National Integrifyboints at numerous
newly-adopted laws in BH, which were framed acawgdb experience of good international practices.
However, the previous practice to define child y&tious age against various legal provisions has be
maintained (junior juvenile, senior juvenile, et®ne of the key issues is the un-established mésrhan
for the implementation of legislation and absenicaccountability for the implementation of the eteak
legislation; hence we could say that the existavgsl represent a good framework even though theg hav
an unbalanced realisatiomnstitution of Human Rights Ombudsman/Ombudsroenducted an analysis
in 2009 on harmonization of laws with the UN Contiem on child rights in Boshia and Herzegovina,
which was submitted to every institution in our otwy. After that the Ministry of Human Rights and
Refugees formed a group whose purpose was to atigisegulations of domestic legislation with the
Coalition of child rights. During the course of®0 the request to withdraw reservation from Aeti8lof
the CRC was accepted and it was forwarded to amtoptiocedure. At the end of May 2008, the Boshia
and Herzegovina Council of Ministers withdrew resg¢ion on this Article, which points at an
inadmissible tediousness of the administration.

National action plan for children - (recommendations 10 and 11)

The BH Periodical Report on the status of childtsgdid not refer to the Action Plan for Childremdats
realization in the period between the two repotte.monitoring of the implementation of the BH Actio
Plan for Children from 2002 to 2010 is under ththarity of the BH Council for Children.

By the end of 2006, the BH Council for Children headnobilizing role in promoting the protection of
child rights and in some cases it played a preventile. Many questions were raised, there wereyman
recommendations and initiatives of great interesttfie children (the making of the Report on viaken

1 committee has discussed the initial report of Biling 1030. and 1031. sessions (CRC/C/SR.108D1831), held on 19th of May 2005,
and adopted concluding observations on session, h@#® on 3rd June, 2005.

2 "The Study of the System of National Integrityfafisparency International BiH, Banja Luka,2007.9



against children lobbied to remove the reserve filmenarticle 9 CRC, it also encouraged and patteigh

in the making of the strategies against violencaireg children, fight against drugs, domestic vicke
and peer violence). The conducted activities wereexed through so-called specialized working gsoup
consisting of prominent experts in specific fieldsdecision was brought in 2007 to revise the Attio
Plan for Children, while the 2008 saw the enactnuérihe Revised Bosnia and Herzegovina Action for
Children. The changes in the Action Plan (AP) wgué&led by the objectives of the World Summit for
Children, the recommendations of the UN Committee Children, which Bosnia and Herzegovina
obtained after the submission of the First Couftgport on the Status of Child Rights in Bosnia and
Herzegovina was finalized. The new AP for childfenthe period from 2011 to 2014 was adopted by the
Council of Ministers in mid-July 2011.The ActionaRl contains an overview of activities, people
representing the work and deadlines for their imq@etation and it is focused, among other things, on
health improvement of mothers and their childrempriovement of health care with the emphasis on the
development of prima health care, the educatioysiesn, achieving harmonization of social security
rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina with special ensghan children from vulnerable groups.

Coordination - (recommendations 12 and 13)

During the reporting period, the Council of Minisgehas failed to respect recommendations of the
Committee for Child Rights that the Council of @nén should be strengthened with adequate human
and financial resources. The Bosnia and Herzego@imancil for Children is the sole advisory body in
charge of creating children-related policies andrdmating activities and their implementation axiso

it is in charge of monitoring the implementationtloé BH Action Plan for Children for the period 200
2010. The minimal activities from the domain of tiwerk of the Council for Children in the period
during 2007-2011 were performed owing to effortsthsy employees of the Ministry for Human Rights
and Refugees, because the re-election of the newbers of the Council for Children has not been
performed. The RS Government has been develogngnwih mechanism for protection of the child and
the family. Apart from the Fund for Child Protectiche Council for Children of Republic of Srp3kand

the Ombudsman for Children of RS was formed andhtkans for their funding came from the official
budget of Republic of Srpsla.

Independent monitoring - (recommendations 14 and 15)

The process of unification of the institutions addBia and Herzegovina Ombudsman/Ombudsmen ended
with the newly-elected representatives and in ataoece with the law on changes and additions of the
Law of Ombudsman/Ombudsmen for Human Rights of Bossand Herzegovina it formed the
Department for the Protection of Child Rights. Miee president of Ombudsman was appointed as the
person in charge of this department.

The Ombudsman/Ombudsmen for Human Rights in BaamibHerzegovina is a national instrument for
the protection of human rights, but besides that@mbudsman/Ombudsmen for Children was formed at
the territory of Republic of Srpska What is relevant to mention are the researciviies these
institutions have so far been conducting in th&dfa protection of child rights and also to mentite
publications which helped to bring closer the texfnthild rights to citizens. However, it is necayst
engage in promotion of the institution of Ombudsnaaud its function in order to use its potentials as

3 Rs Official gazette, no.66, July 2006

4 A Law on Ombudsman for Children of Republika Sephlas been adopted by the National Assembly of RidauSrpska (one of two entities
in B&H) in 2009 although this initiative was asse$sy international agencies as counterproductivéhé process of unification of the
ombudsman institutions in B&H. This is in particulamphasized in the Report of the Committee to Homouring of obligations and
commitments by member states of the Council of ge@®oc.11700) and the Resolution No. 1626 Honguoihobligations and commitments
of by Bosnia and Herzegovina of the Parliamentageinbly of the Council of Europe.



much as possible, as well as to resolve for thizecis somewhat confusing situation with the two
institutions that share equal responsibility in Rajc of Srpske

Resources for children - (recommendations 16 and 17)

The Committee for Human Rights stated a concerribferfact that child rights are still being negéstt
and that there are insufficient funds for the cipitdtection policy

According to World Bank data, the overview of pabkxpenditure and institutions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina from 2006 has shown that the experadiitr social welfare (in relation to gross national
income) is at the average level when comparedwoElg member states.

When speaking of social welfare and child protegttibis a handicap that 50% of contributions focial
welfare refer to contributions for civilian victimsf the war and disabled veterans, so it reduces th
participation of other vulnerable categories aniddoén. The revised Mid-Term Development Strategy
(MTDS) states that Bosnia and Herzegovina spen@s ©4% of GDP on social welfare, while the
average in EU is 19%. The public expenditure irsgrdomestic product of Republic of Srpska (inclgdin
expenses for joint institutions) ranged around 48f%DP in 2008, while the public expenditures ie th
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) wasiatdo60% of GDP.

Apart from this, numerous requests were filed faréase of budget expenditures in 2008, out of kvhic
some are realistic and justified (for example: éducation), while some are unproductive (for exampl
for defense). Analyzing the budget of institutioims entities and cantons in BH for 2010, it was
established that there had not been any signifieghictions of administrative cost and cost of eygés

in public institutions. Although in the past fewaye the growth of these costs has caused the budget
collapse, it could only be saved by the MMBpecific problems have surfaced in FederatioBHbin the
social sector and veterans’ population. The lawesgeting those categories, which were enacted/é&sst
failed to foresee such a large number of benef@sarThis resulted in periodic suspension of paymen
obligations, especially in some financially poorntoms (Srednjobosanski and Tuzla canton). The
periodical protests and pressures against the FBikernment had a negative impact on the budget for
children, so it remained at its previous level andsome cantons it was even reduced. The Report
“Situation Analysis on Allocation of Funds From tBeidget for Children of Bosnia and Herzegoviha“
has shown that the System of Social Welfare antd@hbtection is inadequately financed across Bosni
and Herzegovina. The system in the Republic of i&rjpsescribes payment of child allowance depending
on the level of income and number of children & émtity level. There are large differences across
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, ranging f&arajevo Canton which apart from providing money
designed by Law, it contributes many other paymeaténancially poor cantons, where no paymengés ar
made for even basic rights.

Data collection - (recommendations 18 and 19)

Data about the status of child rights are not beaioected systematically; neither are they being
consolidated for all categories.

The implementation monitoring systems of Convenfmmchild rights at the state level still has setn

a continuous action. There are some initiativesrtganize this type of monitoring and data collegtin
system at the local level through projects suctDesInfc®. With the support from UNICEF, twenty
NGOs from Bosnia and Herzegovina have been trdimechonitoring the status of the child rights at th
local level.

5Monitoring team consisting of experts from ALDI Bikth cooperation with Civil Initiatives centres (§Ctrough project "Trough monitoring
of public expenses to more efficient government",

6 Implementation of Devinfo data bases on the |zl is done by UNICEF in BiH.



The summarized findings of their monitoring haventified already known problems in the society of
Bosnia and Herzegovina: non-implementation of laves)-existence of budget for children, lack of data
about children, insufficiently developed coopenatlvetween NGOs and ruling authorities, increase in
violence against children, juvenile delinquencyaisgrowth, schools are being equipped but very few
investments are contributed for the training otteas and development of programs, while the lefel
children’s participation is quite low. The one ardy continuous monitoring of child rights in BH Ifveh
was along with other sources a foundation for tleigort) was conducted by the organizations “Our
children” from Sarajevo and “Hi neighbor* from Barjuka, in cooperation with 18 schools and with the
support of the Save the Children Norway. The pdmracensus in BH is a politicized issue and it is
entirely uncertain whether it would take placehaitgh the population census represents a posgitaitit
consolidation and data analysis.

Cooperation with civil society - (recommendations 20 and 21)

Committee on Rights of the Child has recommended the country increases its various forms of
cooperation with NGOs when executing their obligasi. Bosnia and Herzegovina has committed to
implement Ljubljana Declaration which was adopte®?08. The Declaration refers to the civil society
of the states from the region. The aim of this Betion is to strengthen a dialogue between
governmental and nongovernmental sector. Whemikesato working with NGO sector it is important to
stress that in FBiH, all ministries, governmentgzss and municipalities issue public calls forizdion

of the budget intended for the work of the non-gowgental organizations. The problem is that this
budget is insufficient for the growing needs of tittngovernmental sector; also those resourcesadre n
distributed for the work with adults and childréfhe protocols on cooperation between government
institutions and nongovernmental organizationsb@@ming increasingly popular.

The fiscal legislation has introduced the same ilit@s to nongovernmental organizations as
organizations making profit. There are still nodntives regarding financial allocations for humairign
needs, volunteer work issues, hence we can conthadeesources intended for the maintenance of the
nongovernmental sector do not guarantee for thistfon. The international organizations are still o
crucial importance for the upkeep of activitiedttd nongovernmental sector.

In many economically powerful cities in BH somedbauthorities show great deal of support for NGO
sector, providing them with for example: allocatiohworkspace free of charge, regular planning of
budget resources for the projects contributing étfave of their citizens (children and young pedplde
new strategies being developed for the improvenwnthe status of child rights mainly contain
provisions concerning cooperation with the NGOas. Jully this year, the Republic of Srpska National
Assembly has adopted the Law on volunteering in Rfe. volunteering has been accordingly defined as
the activity of interest for RS, which contributesimprovement of life quality and development afnm
humane and equal democratic society. The Articlehd2 specifically prescribed liabilities of the
organizers regarding hiring of juvenile volunteefdis law represents a significant contribution to
development and regulation of civil society. In thst few years in BH there is a considerable neting

of the civil society organizations with differentbjectives: strengthening cooperation between
government and NGOs, promotion of inclusive edaeatchild rights, etc).

Training/public information regarding CRC - (recommendations 22, 23, 24)

The last few years have seen major efforts andressgmade in informing overall public about UN
Convention on child rights and its provisions potiteg the best interest of every single child.

The NGOs have played a major role in with their agyggnent in extra-curricular activities and
cooperation with the educational institutions. Theye implemented joint education programs reggrdin
Rights of the Child at many primary schools and-gimeools, but also they were deeply involved in
promotional actions and activities within local aoomities. In this regard, we can highlight a numbier
activities of BH Ministry of Human Rights and Re&es. These activities were implemented with the
assistance of the NGOs at all levels.Isolated arwh®ional activities such as Child’s Week, Day of
Adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the I@hiFamily Day or the Human Rights Day,
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presentations and promotions organized on thosas@mts are of utmost importance for informing. But
also the process of making the overall public nemasitive about issues concerned, with an accent on
teachers, associates and other experts standsvempsignificant. This is an opportunity to alsomote

a considerable amount of printed materials, legflpbsters, manuals and literature for children sgho
production is small and insufficient. A great reWen it comes to changing the status and making the
general public more sensitive about child rightss vebayed by some media and editorial boards that
prepare and broadcast programs for children regssddf whether this is a TV, radio or some othanfo

of media. A sporadic progress was achieved in pteggthe media to children through implementation
of some educational programs and children’s inolush preparing and realizing programs where they
have the leading role. Some media are often indlioevards somewhat different approach that is mot i
compliance with the ethical recommendations anall&é@mework in BH; despite the fact that these
factors regulate the mentioned field. The BH PeécaldReport states that the BH Communication
Regulatory Agency often reacted when child righasl bbeen violated. The Communication Regulatory
Agency reports that there had been just one ca2@08 concerning violation of child rights, whileete

had been considerably more cases of violationemtkdia. Furthermore, we are all aware of much more
complaints filed relating to this issue (some by RGOs) to which no responses were provided.
Regardless of the existing Press Code of BosniaHmdegovina and the work of the Press Council, the
examples of child rights violation are accordingtite Department for child Rights (The Institutioh o
Ombudsman) still present in the media. The PresseGuould have to be a factor for elimination of
stereotypes and stigmatization of the minority atithic groups in media. The research conductethéor
purpose of this Report shows that around 20% ofdem consider themselves well-informed of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 57% childege of the view they do not know much about the
Convention, while 23% of children still know nothiabout the Convention.

We think that the situation with adults does n@&agly differ, and that even those, who are to sertent
informed have a dilemma regarding child’s rightsl aesponsibilities, which means that the quality of
those information is not good enough to comprehltbadssence of children’s rights.

Conclusion and recommendations concerning CRC gerarimplementation measures

* What needs to be done is to emphasize the resjdpsib the authority for the failure to
implement the adopted legislation, harmonize pasitegal regulations at all executive
levels, establish more articulate records on categmf children being protected by law,
abridge procedures for enactment of laws and messand increase the efficiency |of
government services.

* The Bosnia and Herzegovina Council for Childrenuttidbe re-established and hence
strengthen its coordination role.

e Institution of Ombudsman should be promoted andcth@dination and cooperation hgve
to grow stronger so we can accomplish the bestildesprotection and promotion of
children’s rights.

* We should continue to raise the quality of traingggsions (about child rights) for children and
adults; it is necessary to educate and controirthéia and make them more aware of the rights
of the child for the sake of improving the program.

II GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The right to life, survival and development

The Bosnia and Herzegovina Periodical Report offietailed data regarding the status of a large eumb
of indicators concerning survival and developmdntioldren. However these data are reported only fo
the FBiH, and therefore, it is necessary to upttadPeriodical Report with data for the RS.
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According to the State Statistics Agency in 2016sia and Herzegovina had the birthrate of 8.8%d, an
the death rate of 9.00%.. The birth rate in Reputii§rpska in 2008 was -2.4%. with the descendirth pa
leading to depopulation, while in FBiH it was 3.4%he Republic of Srpska had adopted the Policy and
strategy for Family Development from 2009 to 20IHe government provides with: public funding for
child protection in the amount of 2 000 000.00 Kkt gear and a grant for Ministry of Family, Youtida
Sports in the amount of 1 000 000.00 KM for oneryaad also the support for the birth of the ttrai
fourth child in a family; payments are made via lRuBund for Child Protection for a sum amountiog t
500.00 KM for every third child, and 400.00 KM fevery fourth one that is born in a family in 2010.
The health and development of children is direahdangered with water, soil and air pollution.
According to the water testing conducted by sayitaspectors in the last two years, the first tegpti
established that samples from 77 schools were bimagically bad, so instead children (around 6400
pupils) were given the bottled water. The secostirig established the water was polluted at 158alsh
The competent ministry has undertaken measuresrtogmently resolve supply of rural areas with the
uncontaminated drinking water. What raises coneethe fact that children drink this water at hoase
well, because these are local water supply netw&iksh research was not conducted in FBiH.

It has been proved there are 15 depleted uraniumtacnated sites and that this problem has not been
seriously taken across the state. These are losatltat were bombed by the NATO aviation forces
during the war. Medical doctors point out that tiwenber of the diseased with cancer diagnosis #feer
war has drastically increased in these areas.hiaiid to determine the influence of the uraniunsenee

in the future. The health and development of caitldvho live at these fifteen locations and whd &
born at these locations in the following yearsndangered.

The problems of air pollution have been recordedeteral locations in the FBiH because of the
industrial pollution — Kakanj, Zenica, Tuzla, addray with this we can add the pollution in othewts
from the gas of old cars.

NGOs working on monitoring of child rights by folling the media reports have stated that in 2010 an
2011 the number of suicides of minors has increasbhdn compared to the previous period.

The children who took involvement in the monitorio§ child rights prepared their own lists for the
endangered rights regarding their communities aredparticular field of interest, where, amongstent
things, they often listed problems concerning sabétchildren in traffic. The general impressiorthsit
the measures and services being provided for thdreh in BiH are mostly of protective characten (i
social and health care), while far less attentsopaid to development, prevention and life skills.

The poverty still remains to be one of the majarrses of threat to this right.

Non-discrimination - (recommendations 25, 26 and 27)

The first Periodical Report of BH regarding implartaion of the Convention on the rights of the ahil
contains legal normative acts concerning all thidm, including disabled children, amended with
specific conclusions when speaking about the sestates of these children. However, the Report does
not contain measurable results with visible indicaitthat the lives of children with developmental
disabilities have improved, their rights are respe@or discrimination prevented. The problem isetéd

by untimely enactment of secondary legislation aamhplicated procedures that are time and resource
consuming, which results in seeing the benefictadethose laws giving up on their rights presatibe
under those laws. The most often forms of violatibghildren with developmental disabilities riglaise

in the field of health and social care, as welinathe fields of education, culture and sports, yment

and many others. The children with various formsisgbility in Republic of Srpska have no sort of
compensation at all (they depend on the goodwiiarhe local communities which have made decisions
to provide specific forms of assistance). In regarthe education of disabled children, it is enidhat

the inclusive education prescribed under the lagsdwt produce satisfactory results in the practice
There are no competent staffs at schools, sucldefectologists, logopeadic /speech therapists and
psychologists, which all results in frustration swhool teachers, parents of children with disabibis
well as of parents of children without disability.
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The most drastic discrimination occurrence is ttablem of segregation of pupils according to etityic
which is reflected through the program called “T8ahools under One Roof “.

A higher level of discrimination is noticed invahg children of poor financial status, the diseasees
facing problems with entity boundaries or a podisjhio go abroad owing to financial barriers.

In some cases, the parents of Roma children hesdagnroll children in schools because they feairt
children could be the subject of either physicainental harassment just because they are Roma.

The children of displaced persons and refugeesatse discriminated on grounds of their living
conditions — related to education, problems ofngstultural identity and other issues. The Revised
Action Plan of Bosnia and Herzegovina was madedRfmma and the members of marginalized groups of
children. It was about educational needs of Ronmpleeand it was adopted by the Council of Ministers
in July 2010. The children who were engaged inrttomitoring of child rights consider that one of the
most endangered rights was the gender discrimmaimongst students, social status discrimination,
discrimination against students from teachers hbals, humiliation and ridicule of the children who
have problems in their families and the poor cleitgrinclusion of both boys and girls in sports slub

The research conducted for the needs of this rehorvs that teachers at schools have differenoappr
towards children, namely often (according to 40%lufdren) and occasionally (42% of children), wehil
the remaining 18% claims teachers never displdgréifit approach. An interesting point is that 9%hef
children say the statement that “...their paremtshdt want them to socialize with children of diffat
nationality. “ is partially true, 4% of them sayi# true and 87% say it is inaccurate. The samiencla
referring to teachers is deemed by 4% as accuratel @ partially accurate. They are far more aitic
about their peers; that is the case where 7% otlildren share the view that their peers oftenicavo
children of another ethnicity, while 31% of thene af the view that this statement is partially trG8%

of them state that they pay attention to ethniditying socializing with their fellows, while otheds that
often or sometimes.

Further on, the analysis of legal, administratisecial and psychological causes of divided educatio
system in BH, the contents of the national coutegthooks and research on the opinion on BH school
children discrimination has shown that Bosnia amgzEgovina had been facing structural fragmentation
and decrease of quality education for the past d&rsy Due to this situation in educating sector,
organizations “Save the Children" Norway, UNICEFi&4 in BH and Open society Fund have decided
to join their efforts and together push forward théiative for righteous education in BH, in June
2010.with the intention of contributing to settitige conditions for equal approach to quality edocat
for all children and developing the inclusive ediarzal system that will affirm the process of sbcia
cohesion of BH sociefy In July 2009 BH passed on the Law on discrimaratian, with special aims of
strengthening the institution of Ombudsman and kepprack and evidence of discrimination cases in
BH under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Human Righand Refugees of BH.Since the enactment of this
law it is clear that the citizens don't use it agam as they should, partly due to bad informing] Hre
legal community rarely uses it as the basis farating a legal case. Nevertheless, this law pitssen
important step towards reduction and prohibitiomlistrimination in BH for both children and adults.

The best interests of the child - (recommendations 28 and 29)

According to information at our disposal, this pijre is still being implemented only in limited
amounts, leaving it at the level of sensitive indiials who so far do not have the strength to chkits
policy. The best interest of the child is beinglated in the media through sensationalist journalis
which does not take the provisions of the ethicalecinto consideration and is not properly sanetipn
neither are the journalists nor editors educatedigh regarding consequences and basic principléseof
convention on the rights of the child. The Humagh® Department with the OSCE Mission to Bosnia

7 General objective of the Initiative for Righteoeducation in BiH is increase of awareness on ptesi@mtion in education, long-term
implications and need for changes to improve prteselucational practices in BiH. Initiative stands fl)Access to education, equal
opportunities and chance®; Quality in educational syster8) Safe schools4) Universal human values, learning about other afferent, life

in multiethnic society anfl) Agreed and efficient financing of education
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and Herzegovina has observed that the competeigdbodBosnia and Herzegovina sometimes failed to
conduct procedures against juvenile perpetratorsinfinal acts in the manner based on the prinsipfe
the best interest of the child. Apart from sigrafit efforts being done to improve the life of tlinldren

in Bosnia and Herzegovina, many of them are ndy fuhplemented owing to the fact that the best
interest of the child is placed at the low rankstla list of priorities of those making decisionsda
allocating resources in the budget. This all meias this principle is not adequately incorporated
legislation, judicial and administrative decisiopsyjects, programs or services that affect chiidre

Respect for the opinions of the child - (recommendations 30 and 31)

The adults generally find it difficult to accepethight of children to participate; special attentshould

be paid to proper early upbringing of children amdation of the simulative atmosphere particularly
within the family but also within the educationgbtgem, regardless of whether it is pre-school ongry
education. A special role in this relies on paret¢achers and educators. Legislation and secondary
legislation regulating the issues of the child iggration in the councils of pupils should be “mateed”
and brought into harmony with the humanist pracicd initial foundations of the Convention.

Although the right of children to participate islivegulated by legal regulations, the practicevilently
facing some resistance; there are different tygegractice and unequal conditions for realizatidn o
children's participation. Therefore, it is necegséw make further efforts on creating stimulating
atmosphere and conditions in order to improve #igtiag forms of participation but also to develogw
ones. It could be stated that the school systenmbblas formally providing child participation in sem
forms of management of decision-making at schadnlshe forthcoming period we should pay particular
attention to the change of the status related @ ghrticipation of children at the level of local
communities (that is at the local self-governanacgliés). The surveys have shown that the child
participation at this level is passive and mediatghout a possibility of direct active participari
(mostly done through “delegates”). The approachadsabout seeing the child fulfill duties set by th
adults, but about their participation in creatidmptans and assignments they will be dealing writlihie
future. According to our research, the biggest @eg has been recorded concerning the existertbe of
Council of Pupils at schools and now all schoolgehthis body. But between 20% and 40% of the pupils
there is no possibility for decision-making or eutating their views because of the volume of sthoo
material, choosing excursion sites, activities,iglen making and school management, teacher’s work,
etc. The reasons for this are identified in insugint support to the work of the Council of Pupébsence

of information being provided to children aboutitheghts and lack of encouraging environment at
schools.

Conclusions and recommendations concerning Genergtinciples:

* It is necessary to make further efforts on protectihe children from unfavorable and
harmful environment influences which are resulterfrthe war, poverty or undeveloped
regions.

* Discrimination remains to be a large problem in lBasand Herzegovina; even with the
activities and efforts done with an obvious aimréaluce it. It is necessary to ensure
implementation of the Law on ban of discriminatiparticularly concerning children.

* The media could play more significant role in rettut of discrimination, but it is
necessary that their reporting focuses on childtsig

e It is necessary that the laws and society incotpormechanisms for efficient
implementation of the children’s best interest. iDgrthe course of enactment of these laws
it is necessary to provide conditions for basirgltbhme laws on this principle.

* It is necessary to use the existing capacitiescdld participation and enable the en;Ere

community to partake (institutions, children, faesl adults, and professionals) for
practical partnership with children, which would segmulating for development of any
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child; a progressive development of the environment fitcfuldren with special attentian
to disadvantaged and minority groups.

IIT CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Birth registry - (recommendations 32 and 33)

The Country Report did not record promulgationhef hew Law on Birth Register in Republic of Srpska
in October 2009, while in FBiH the new Law was aalpin July 2011. The new Law on Bosnia and
Herzegovina Citizenship has not been enacted ytriBy in mind the size of the problem — the number
of unregistered children in Boshia and Herzegoviwa, could say that the government institutions
showed inertness in resolving this problem. ThenBoand Herzegovina Ministry for Human Rights and
Refugees, in collaboration with the UNHCR and UNK:Ras formed mobile teams who have registered
over 2 000 of these children in birth registriefieTcontribution in registration of children wascals
provided by local Roma and other NGOs, especiallydnes in bigger towns. More significant actigtie
(in regard to Roma children) followed the signinfytbe Framework Convention on Protection of
Minority Rights and the signing of the Declaration the Accession of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
from 2005 to 2015. The current enrolling processRoma children demands urgent measures to improve
the system, in order to fulfill their other rigt ts.

The pilot research conducted by Roma organizatassdetermined that the parents of Roma nationality
do not register their just born children becaus¢hefr ignorance that there is a law mandatoryaflor
citizens to register their newborns; owing to tloenplexity of registration process for birth regissr
following expiration of legally stipulated deadlird 15 days after the child is born, including the
obligation of parents to submit substantiating dgoents or ensure statements of withesses by wheh th
identity of their child could be affirmed; owing ttosts accompanying additional registration, trartsp
and akin. Introducing the Devinfo data gatheringtesn for children on local levels, conducted by the
UNICEF in BH, also improves the situation and tineel of registration of the newborn childrzn.

Right to privacy - (recommendations 34 and 35)

The Country Report did not touch the occurrencegift to privacy endangerment, about which litde i
spoken, but which has a deep impact on child’s gmetity and often leaves permanent unwanted
consequences. The right to privacy of school childs often endangered by inadmissible exchange of
personal information/data; at health institutiopBysician examination) or at collective centersase of
children of displaced persons. Compared with tleipus report, the situation has slightly improwed
regard to privacy in various institutions, suchsakools (the pupil’s right to privacy concerninggmnal

or family problems in cooperation with a teachepfessor).

The practice shows that it is necessary to worklédraon developing trust and cooperation relatidns a
educational institutions, social and child care atiter institutions dealing with children. Speakioig
media, it should be laid out that very few inforroatcould be given about the victim or a young pers

in need (respecting his/her right to privacy). TResearch conducted for the purpose of this Report
involving 2 528 students of primary and secondafyools in Bosnia and Herzegovina has shown that
when resolving family problems, children consideede people to be the ones they can confide to:
brother, sister and friends in 45% cases, mothetli#h, father in 29%, relatives 18%, teachers 12%,
while 12% would not confide to anyone. The list afnfidence concerning school-related problems
enlists mother on first place in 65% of casesntiriends 52%, father 50%; brother and sister 41%;
teachers and professors 20%; relatives 11% ; 5&boske do not confide to anyone. The interestingtpoi

is that family-related problems lists brother amtes on preference top of the list, while schabted
problems ranks first the mother, then friends. Adyndicator is that family members take high plane
the list, but what raises concern is that teachels a poor status in terms of confidence (12%042énd
20% - 2009).
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Conclusions and recommendations concerning Civil Bhts and Freedoms:

* The country must continue with improving those imaot conditions so that all children
born within its territory are registered in birggistries, and to also proceed with concrete
steps in order to ensure registration of Roma odildand other unregistered children) jn

birth registries.

* Itis necessary to continue with programs for iasmeg sensibility of parents and experts

dealing with children for respect of child’s privaand especially the media that still
violate this right.

IV FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF CARE FOR
CHILDREN

Family environment - (recommendations 36 and 37)

Although the Committee has recommended to BH teigeosocial work centers with appropriate human
and financial resources and also a systematiarigaof staff, as well as to undertake necessarysorea
which would guarantee quality, efficiency and ty@arency of all activities by these institutions, we
cannot say that this recommendation has been fefipected, even though specific progress has been
recorded. During the reporting period, an importah&nge in Republic of Srpska is the mentioned
establishment of the RS Council for Children anel Kinistry for Family, Youth and Sports. Apart from
the existing laws, these new institutional formséhaxpanded the framework for raising the quality o
services the country is providing to families wihildren. As far as the resources of the SocialkWor
Centers are concerned, in the period from 20040t/ 2the number of centers in FBiH has remained
unchanged, while two new centers have been open&tpublic of Srpska. The number of processed
cases and interventions provided for these cemddssnia and Herzegovina has increased from 982 96
in 2004 to 1 165 700 in 2007. Observed only atlével of Republic of Srpska, this figure has almost
doubled (from 377 649 in 2004 to 665 547 in 2008)ich is the data pointing at the increasing nexd f
services from the social work centers in RepubliSpska; that is regarding social vulnerabilitytioé
population, but also it shows how the social warhkters’ capacities are being used daily.

The number of employees at the Social Work CermteBosnia and Herzegovina has gone up from 1 055
in 2004 to 1 183 in 2007; 64 new employees have leeaployed in both entities each, mostly expert
associates and some people in administration dmer okecessary staff. In 2008, additional 53 persons
were employed at the Social Work Centers in Repubdi Srpsk& However, after that there was no
noteworthy increase of the number of employeesoicib Care Centers, nor in any other social welfare
institutions. As far as the quality is concerneds iclear that such a small number of employeedapge
number of beneficiaries (potentially even biggembier) cannot ensure same quality for all servicek a
very rarely there are teams who focus to work withdren only.

The mostly referred remarks concern non-paymeriinahcial allowances, which depend on economic
capacity of the municipality or the canton in whitihe centers are located. In terms of the Centre
resources, a progress has been recorded regardimgeration between social work centers and
associations of nongovernmental organizations etidbal level. This resulted with the fact that gom
municipalities significantly improved their levef services it provides to users. There is no longer
delivery of baby packages in Republic of Srpska& plackages every single mother received for a
newborn baby, but instead a single allowance i éagpaid for baby kits. We have seen a more active
approach in support to the families with childrenbioth entities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2008,

8 social welfare statistics No.7 — RS Institute Riatistics, Banja Luka 2009, and Social welfare22602007, BiH Agency for statistics,
Sarajevo 2008
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although many problems are still unresolved. TherBand Herzegovina Ministry of Justice, Sector fo
International and Inter-entity Legal Aid and Coad@n has made a positive step with an aim to help
parents abroad or in homeland by issuing the brectitdiow to act in the event of illicit transfer dfior
non-return“ and “How to obtain alimony abroad “. tCaf all the efforts performed in this field in
Republic of Srpska last year, we must highlight thiéiative for the housing/accommodation of the
families with five or more children launched by tR& Ministry for Family, Sports and Youth and
realized in cooperation with 32 municipalities irefblic of Srpska, that provide the necessary land
parcels and infrastructure. The total of 261 fagsilivith five or more children resolved their hogsin
problems. Further 210 housing loans for the youth young married couples have been subsidized in
Republic of Srpska in 2008, while 232 persons haeen employed thanks to the incentives from the
Ministry of Youth Employment in Republic of Srpsk@ihe program of subventions the purchase of
apartments for young people and young married esuphs been continued in 2009; 2010 and 2011 as
well, with a subvention of 1% of interest rate ionamercial banks. In 2011 the Children care Fond
reduced the amount of maternal payment in compatisahe beginning of the last year for over adhir
and now it is only BAM 70 (around 35 EURO). Theldhén's payment was also reduced by BAM 10, so
the second and fourth child receives only BAM 3bijlev parents will continue to receive BAM 70 for
third child, providing that they fulfill the propigrcensus. Payment for ill children was not reduced

36 925 children whose parents cannot raise therthe@in income were registered in 201There is a
great need in Bosnia and Herzegovina for marriagkfamily counseling, as well as stronger suppmort t
the control over implementation of the legally geghrights serving as support to families with dteh

In 2010 BH signed a Convention on international tagio support a child and other forms of family
support.

Adoption - (recommendations 38 and 39)

Although the Committee recommended measures fgutastoof the Hague Convention on Protection of
Children and Cooperation in Respect of Internatida@ption, there is still a need to further redaléhis
procedure. The Convention had not been ratifiece Tbed to regulate the procedure of adoption,
especially international, is still necessary. A pbete adoption of children in Boshia and Herzegavim
restricted with the age limit of 10 years and tharital status of adoptive parents that is up teéry in
Republic of Srpsk4. There are a large number of requests for adoptidooth entities, however the
number of children fulfilling all pre-requisites issufficient. Individual demands were in the pregef
solving up to 5 years. The adoption of children bBasascending trend and there is an interest for
adoption. However, children are often faced witke 8ituation of failing to fulfill the requirements
because their parents do not give consent, alththeyhdo not want them or cannot take care of them.
Furthermore, those filing adoption requests areenmtterested in children at young age.

Republic of Srpska has adopted and promulgatedaalett Strategy for promotion of social welfare for
children without parental care with the Action Pfan the period from 2009 to 2014, while the FBiH
Government adopted a Policy Document for protectibrehildren without parental care and families
subject to separation risk for the period 2006-2®S Kinderdorf estimates that there is about®,00
children without parental care in BH in 2010, pwigtthat certain estimates claim this number spans
from 3,000 to 4,000 children.

9 social protection bulletin no. 9, 2011, Repubfistitute of Statistics of Republic of Srpska

10 Strategy for improvement of social protection bfldren without parental care with implementatidampfor the period 2009-2014, RS
Ministry of health and social protection
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Alternative forms of care for children without parental care -

(recommendations 40 and 41)

It could be said that in regards to the field odiabpolicy in Bosnia and Herzegovina, a stance ldeen
adopted to develop new forms of child protectioprded of parental care. The Country Report recirde
all significant activities that had occurred duritige reporting period, first of all “A policy docuent
concerning child protection without parental cane &amilies under the risk of separation in Bosaal
Herzegovina 2006-2010". A special importance o$ hbcument lays in the fact that it was accepted by
the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina Parlianmamhpetent ministries in Republic of Srpska, FBiH
and Beko District Departments and UNICEF. It was alsordawated by Save the Children UK.

The result of the cooperation between the compeabamistries is “The framework with standards foe th
fosterage in Bosnia and Herzegovina”. We must stifest the Country Report failed to emphasize Kighl
important role of local nongovernmental organizagian promotion and development of fosterage as the
most acceptable form of childcare. In government @on government institutions of BH accommodates
around 1 11% children without parental care (983 of whom in AB}, 123 in R$®, while Brtko District

has no institutions for this purpose or childrékgcording to the estimations of the BH SOS Kindefdo

u 2010, there are about 2000 children without gafterare, but this number may go up to 3000 or even
4000, as there are no accurate data orf'this.

Compared with the total number of children withpatental care we have around 60% of the children
who have been accommodated at foster families. résislt has been accomplished owing to engagement
of the governmental and nongovernmental sectorreTlage several associations of foster families
organized in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which opeestenon-profit organizations and their aim is to
develop new forms of protection of children depdwé parental care. Only in the area of Tuzla,etae
350 active foster families that are linked (throtigh network of fosterage associations from Banjkal,.
Zenica, Tuzla, Doboj, Sarajevo, d&p) into a roof organization with the official naniBosnia and
Herzegovina Family”. A support for foster familiesthe FBiH differs and ranges between 100,00 KM to
480,00 KM. These differences are visible in ottmnfs of care where they result in unequal care for
families and children of FBiH, and those have bemsed with the cantonal financial possibilities.

“A Small Family Home” — a house for children witltoparental care has been opened in Zenica in
September 2008. This is where the children are ¢eanily accommodated for a short period of timelunt
a better solution is identified (such as returthefamily, adoption, fosterage or independen}.life
The activities related to fosterage are on the @abghe priority list of the governmental sector. In
cooperation with the associations of foster farmib@d nongovernmental organizations, the Centess ha
been engaged in continuous work on fosterage dewednt. The most important results in this fielddav
been accomplished in Tuzla Canton, Zenica-Doboj@aand Sarajevo Canton. The background checks
of accommodation are in continuity performed by i&8lo€are Centers. They also provide the necessary
amount of support for foster families when it cone<hild upbringing, selection of profession, stho
enrolment and other important issues. Given tha ftam 2011, there are 640 children living in the RS
without parental care, 91 of whom are placed inteiofamilies, 100 of whom are in a home; 80 of whom

11 statistical annual report of FBIH Institute foa8stics, Sarajevo 2008.g.; Social protection iitkB District BiH 2004-2008, in 2009
12 statistical indicators for children in BiH, Annexthe First periodic report of BiH on implemencatiof the CRC in BiH
13 Republic Institute for Statistics in RS, Sociabtgction statistics, Bulletin no.7, Banja Luka, 200

14 situation of children in BiH (Analises of childravithout parental care and/or children in riskasfs of parental care based on child rights,
SOS Djeija sela, Sarajevo, 2010

15 http://www.nezavisne.com/novosti/bih/U-RS-640-didrez-roditeljskog-staranja-85293.html
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have been adopted in the course of four yearsptrats are staying with relatives. The financinghi$
sort of childcare is covered from the municipal geid The Banja Luka Social Care Centre says tHét 70
of the price prescribed by the Children’s Homeagdgfor one child at the foster family. The amouoht
the compensation differs from one municipality tmther. Speaking of kinship foster families whéere t
children without parental care are placed, somélifzgrdo get compensation, while some do not.

There are 37 children without parental care in thnicipality of Bijeljina who have been placed at
kinship foster families and they do not receive aoyt of compensation for that. Projects promoting
fostering are being developed and an increase@fest by potential fosters is recorded. During®R@be
entity ministries dealing with social welfare wamegaged in the project called “Ensuring the Righat
Quality Social Care for the Quality of Life of Vidrable Children”, which was run by Save the Childre
UK. This project was about standardization of smsifor the vulnerable children in the social welfa
system. The standardization covered the servicedagfcare centers for children with difficulties in
development, institutionalized placement of chitdvathout parental care and standards concerning wo
of social care centers in the field of child canéwa special focus on the work with children wsgbecial
needs in Republic of Srpska.

Violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment - (recommendations 42 and 43).

The problems of neglect in education and upbringifighildren by their parents, child abuse, juvenil
delinquency and peer violence have an ascendimgl.ti/e can identify causes for such behavior in
severe socio-economic living conditions, disturlbechily relations, and illness cases in the fantilgd
war experience of parents and children and a numbether factors. Furthermore, the recorded grow
could also be the result of increased awarenessaoing how to notice and hence report on thesador
of violations of the rights of children. In accond@ with the recommendations of the CommitteeHer t
Rights of the Child, the country institutions, éntinstitutions, cantonal and 8 District institutions
have ensured promulgation of the Family Law, Lawpootection of children from violence, Criminal
Code and other legislation regulating this par@icufield. In 2005, the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina has enacted the Law on protection fdomestic violence. In January 2008, the Law on
Amendments to the existing Law has been enactedchwprescribed protective measures against
perpetrators of violence acts. The same Law hasatkéthe financing method for 7 safe houses in the
ratio of 70% of costs for the Government of RS 8@# for local communities. The social welfare issue
have been regulated by the cantonal laws in thélFBhe majority of safe houses signed Protocol with
the cantonal ministries; where the Ministry for Bbd\Velfare gave one-time assistance for safe twoimse
2008. After 2008, the Cantonal Ministries have jed insufficient funds for Safe houses in Mostar,
Biha¢ and Zenica. Canton Sarajevo, namely the competemistry is the only one that has been
financing the Safe houses since 2001 coveringxpereses up to 60%. This financing model often faces
problems related to backlog payments and insufficfands. The mentioned legal regulations ban any
form of physical punishment of the child. The exigtlegislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina foresaes
obligation to report on any form of violence agaickildren by anyone who has doubts or holds
information about such cases. In the period frofd62th 2009, several protocols have been signed that
prescribe actions to be undertaken by the govertahservices in cases of violence against children,
peer violence or domestic violence. The protocas the aim to provide an ultimate coordination
between the services of BiH, RS, FBiH¢RBp District, international and local NGOs involvidhelping

the children and their re-association. The Stratdgian for prevention of domestic violence for
Federation of BiH 2009-2010 was developed and adbjot 2008, and also the Strategy for prevention of
domestic violence in BiH for the period of 2009-20A manual named “Prevention and suppression of
violence in RS” had been published. In cooperatigth the Centre for education of judges and
prosecutors, the RS Ombudsman held a number ohaesnon domestic violence, intervention system
regarding domestic violence and multi-sectoral agph to protection of children from violence. The
seminars were intended for judges, prosecutorsalsaorkers and members of police force. A Task
Group was also set to develop a Strategy for fnghtlomestic violence in the period 2009-2013 in
Republic of Srpska.
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The official statistics read that the family abugas registered at BiH level in 2 085 caSg#gency for
Statistics, Social Protection, Sarajevo, 2002 —7p@hd compared with 2006, there was an increase for
9%. The final statistics regarding peer violencgehaot been established. Ministry of internal affai
records increased number of charges by triple mparison to 2007, and the increased number of
processed files in justice institutions has beddest. What raises concern is the fact that inldise few
years the number of charges on sexual abuse afrehilhad increased. With the help of SCN, NGO
“Medica” had begun working with family molestersaimly fathers, thus setting aside the drawback of
the Law on protection from domestic violence, bseano matter what the Law states, rehabilitatirg th
felon is left back because there are no such ssvigpart from that, the Ministry of human righteda
refugees of BH established a database on violemrenitted over children and by children in 2009, and
since then it has been keeping regular recordszfttve developing fully the instruments for gathgrthe
data. The new strategy for preventing children abusBH is still an ongoing process. The Country
Report, which provided an overview of the actigtief the governmental sector, failed to present the
activities of the nongovernmental sector, whichagsecontributed to development of child and family
protection, reflected in the following:

-Survey of the problem of violence against childreBurvey “Domestic Violence — Development Study
in BiH” showed that the most occurring is the plbgsiviolence (40%), followed by psychological (28%)
and combined (26%), then economically-related (4#) sexual (29%) — The research was conducted by
the Institute of Criminology and Safety StudiesroSarajevo 2005.

- There was also the SC UK research “The Other 8idsilence” and “Child Trafficking in BiH*(SC
Norway and UNICEF in cooperation with the local NjGDhe surveys have shown that the children from
dysfunctional families, minority groups, and poamilies are mostly exposed to various form of
violence.

- The FBiH Institute for Public Health conductedesearch on mocking, fist fights and injuries ansing
school children, which investigated factors thatéase risks for the young to perform violence bigna
The findings show that 39.50% of children are eegag persiflage, while 43% of them get hurt.
Regarding the persiflage factor the children framal areas (54% of them) are more involved, whike t
ones who get hurt live in urban areas (52%). Tleeach has confirmed the influence of numerous
factors of violence behavior amongst children (el fist fights).

-Also, the regional program “Young Men as Allies Pneventing Violence and Conflicts in the West
Balkans” consisted of research on dimensions otoiesty in gender related violence.

The goal of the project was also the educationaafng men as a form of preventing gender related
violence®®

-The research regarding the status of child righf&imary and secondary schools (first and segoade

of secondary school), carried out by the NGOs “Ohbildren“ and “Hi Neighbor” in BiH in 2004 and
retest conducted in 2009, pointed out that thedoil are exposed to various forms of abuse: domesti
violence (15.10% - 2004, and 22% in 2009); physmeatishment of children in general (23.50% - 2004,
and 21% in 2009). The data shows how the probleabuoge on the streets is noticeable (23.30% - 2004,
and 37% in 2009), at schools as well (25.40% ind280d 11% in 2009), concluding that an organized
and continuous activities need to be set in placéhkir prevention.

16 Agency for Statistics, Social Protection, Saraj&@02 — 2007
17 Research conducted by Institute for criminologg aacurity studies of the Faculty for criminalistzience in Sarajevo, 2005

18 ponor: Ministry of foreign affairs of Norway, Padrs: SMart kolektiv Beograd, XY Sarajevo, Inidiyat Prokuplje, Stauts M Zagreb,
Perpetum Mobile Banjaluka, PEN Pristina, Centarazvoj zajednica Kosovska Mitrovica, Altruist Most€CRW VasSington, Promundo Rio,
KZM Temerin, KZM Loznica, KZM Obrenovac, KZM VelikBlana, KZM Ra&a, KZM Kragujevac, KZM Blace, KZM Vranje, KZM Nowazar,
KZM Prijepolje, KZM Prokuplje
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Promotions and campaigns were performed by many $N@&Ds contributing in raising awareness in the
society so the victims of violence would be givea best possible help. In 2008, the campaign feing
awareness and information regarding peer violehset®ols entitled “Violence is not a School Sutfjec
was issued; there was also a brochure under the same. Some of the conclusions of these round
tables held at 18 primary schools in Bosnia andzetgvina were: the schools have a great need for
strengthening professional teams; they expressednéed for organizing seminars on the topic of
violence, where the teachers, professional asssceatd parents would be educated. The cooperation
with parents was assessed as extremely poor; dabped web sitewww.zastitimodjecuodnasilja.com
(translation: let's protect the kids from violenégunder preparation, and this web site would olitate

at one place all available resources concernirgyifisue. Of course the lack of database for thegbar
violence against children represents a problemortfer to implement the program - Prevention and
education — NGO “Medica” from Zenica, in cooperatigith UNICEF, organized numerous trainings for
helpers with an aim to form multidisciplinary teamsross BiH. Important projects in this field were
conducted by NGO "Oasis”, “Women to Women”, “Lad&ta” and similar. All NGOs dealing with the
issue of violence against children and child rigigeed to work more continuously on making the mubli
sensible in terms of reacting whenever they holidrination about violence against children and
education of all those in contact with children.tmf the project “Strengthening the Capacities of
Professionals for the Application of the NationataBegy for Protection of Children from Violence,
Abuse and Neglect”, implemented by the Local DemogrFoundation in partnership with the BiH
Ministry of Human Rights and with the support frahe competent ministries from Sarajevo Canton,
there were number of trainings held for those egwgaloat the social, health, police services, edonati
staff and NGOs. The Manual was also developed fofepsionals working within the system of child
education and care, and a picture book called $L&b Together” — “Violence is not OK” intended for
children aged from 6 to 11.

Local Democracy Foundation also organized trairfiog the staff of the Social Work Centre from
Sarajevo Canton concerning the actions which shbelthken when dealing with a bully, and hence the
self-help groups were established. In cooperatigh ¥he competent social care services in Sarajevo
Canton, the Local Democracy Foundation formed neoteams that should provide psychosocial and
theoretic support for many families and childreehRbilitation of victims of violence is carried doy
several NGOs from the FBiH and RS. — “Local Demogroundation” from Sarajevo, “Medica“ from
Zenica, “La Strada“ from Mostar, “BiH Women“ fromddtar, “Vive Women* from Tuzla, “Emaus” from
Tuzla and “Women From Una “ from Bit@and shelter for women and children in need “MirjdParitas
from Mostar. There are several active SOS phonatsdle at service for the victims of violence. The
following organisations in RS are engaged in pitmgcvictims of violence: “Future” from Modfa,
“Lara“ from Bijeljina, “Associated Women / hCa” fimo Banja Luka, association of family therapists “Pro
familia” from Banja Luka, “Pro at contra” from Reijor, “Centre of info-legal aid” from Zvornik,
association of Women “Hope” from Prijedor, “WomgCentre” from Trebinje and other NGOs.
Rehabilitation, treatment and psychological suppoetperformed in Safe houses and centers forgivin
aid to NGOs. Some of these organizations signetbgnl with the government sector thus enabling
victims of violence a safe return and treatmentil aeuiring full independence. The greatest nundfer
these organizations is still supported by inteoratl organizations and institutions. NGOs who wwitk
victims of violence had emphasized it necessary aliahe victims are being treated as specialaoci
categories, in accordance to the new legislatind,that they receive full medical help and othevises.

- Participation of children — The children, who dhe activists of organizations “Our children” from
Sarajevo, “Hi Neighbor” from Banja Luka, “Center rfoChild Rights” from Konjic and
“Future/Budiénost” from ModrEa conducted the poll in which they questioned tiamces of children
and adults in BiH in regards to legal prohibition physical punishment of children. The survey
questioned the opinions of children and adults ndigg the legal ban of physical punishment for
children. The results show that more than halfathlkzhildren and parents (around 52% of childresh an
around 59% of the adults) are of the view thatpthgsical punishment is an inefficient method arsiliite

of lack of communication skills. Nevertheless, amdwne quarter of both children and adults shage th
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view the physical punishment of children is sometmmecessary. Although, the awareness does exist
concerning the consequences of the physical pumishmith both, adults and children. What raises
concern is that only 57.34% of children and 49.48%he adults are of the view that the law should
prohibit the physical punishment of children.

- Experiences in the work of Safe hod8esA key problem of the staff and children victimisthe safe
houses is the picture of a child with a violenthé&at who mostly uses his child as a means to exert
influence against the mother (the victim) with am & either ensure her return to social unionogpdss

on his strongest threatening messages that araliscauraging effect on a woman. In this manneg, th
father continues the violence in terms of the “esel” control and influence upon mother’s own
decision-making. The practice of institutions haerbkept that children, victims of violence, aracgd

at shelters without an escort, parental care @ chthe closest relative. The progress has bdapa —
after being admitted to the safe house, the childeenain considerably shorter period of time, tihavas

the case before. The institutions, primarily Sodddrk Centers now work more intensively on the
problem of child’s permanent placement into a fsgnmihere were some good legal changes in the dield
Family Law and Law on protection from domestic giote. The children, who are admitted to shelters
for the second time, are in extremely hard positidowever, the fosterage authorities (Social Work
Centers) perform another omission in this regaegabse of their wrong evaluations; the childrenewer
returned to primary families, where violence casgeated over and over again. In such cases, tial So
Work Centers should more often apply the mechare$rtaking away the parental right in the best
interest of the child.

The health field does not classify the violenceiregachildren term. Violence against children doges
nowhere to be found in the reporting form of prignaealth care. It needs to be emphasized that the
courts rarely declare protective measures, ancethw=masures are mostly related to restraining omlers
the measure of removing the perpetrator from thes@ér the apartments, by which the woman and the
child would be protected since they are mostlyddrto leave the house and look for she :er.

The Country Report has failed to record participainf the representatives ofdo District Police Force
and those working at the health care sector ingregjpn of the Manual for application of Protocal o
actions regarding child abuse cases. The Manualdte published in the near future, and it is @irae
harmonizing activities of the government institatian this particular field.

Conclusion and recommendations for the field of Faity environment and alternative protection
measures:

* The Hague Convention has not been adopted.

* The resources at the Social Work Centers have $mmewhat increased, but still remain at
insufficient level, because the number of poputaiio need for social services has been
increasing as well.

* As far as the fosterage is concerned, the recomatiemd of the Committee for the Rights
of the Child have been properly fulfilled, excepetpart of recommendations that the
Country should provide sufficient funds for fosigeaplacement and monitoring the care
institutions. It is necessary to ensure a mandat@ghanism for a balanced compensation
for the fosterage placement and upbringing of tiikelien in BiH.

* What needs to be done is to perform rationalizatibmprocesses regarding adoption| of
children, resume with good activities on encourggplacement of children without
parental care. Insufficient efforts are placedupporting the families who are upbringipng
these children, especially incomplete families tamdilies from the marginalized groups.

19 pata provided by the NGO “The Future® from Magh; the Local Democracry Foudnation holds no expess of this nature regarding
“extended control“ by the perpetrator of the vidlants against victims (placed at shelters
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* Not all communities are working on increasing teassbility for detection of child neglect
and abuse cases; the support measures for therechilthve not been provided at a
satisfactory level.

* There are no sufficient funds for equipment andfista of social services at the Socjal
Work Centers, neither their education for the wuaikh the juvenile persons of various
level and forms of deviant behavior.

* In order to prevent children’s abuse, it is necgsgaform marriage and family counseling
centers where a continuous education on healttgnpiag and positive discipline would be
held , accessible to all parents(especially thaseuinerable groups), provide additional
education on the matters of violence in family perfed by experts in schools, show
measures taken (applying referral mechanism) and g more efficient support (by
psychologists and educators) to children- victims.

* Introduce clear measures of prevention of furth@tdoen abuse in situations when the
abusers, using their right to see the child (aedcthild’s right to see the parent), manipulate
children and intimidate their partners who had alomed them precisely because| of
violence.

* Itis important to support the preventive and rélitabive work with abusers and molesters.

)

V BASIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE OF THE CHILDREN

Health care and access to health care services (recommendation 49)

The recommendations of the Committee that the Staiald undertake all necessary measures in arder t
provide its children with fair access and balanqedlity of health services, alongside with dedrugti
special attention to children in vulnerable groupsring the time between 2005 and 2009 no specific
measure has been taken in order to balance théhhmake system on the level of BH, which would
guarantee equal health care to all children. Ogh sweasure has been taken in 2008, and its raflétte
the order of the BH Council of Ministers to theri4itry of Civil Affairs (as the competent coordimef
body between the entity bodies) to engage on akgnrof the health insurance regulations in regard t
health care for children of pre-school and schga with the Convention on the rights of the chéd,
well as to undertake activities on harmonizationlegfal regulations in this particular field aimetd a
rehabilitating and employing persons with difficedt in development.

Adoption of the Law on medications and medical desf contributes to the balance of regulations in
this field. The basic entry of the health refornFRiH is oriented towards primary health care, vtk
emphasis on better promotion of health as well etseb prevention. The reform promotes continual
protection, and focuses on the joint decision efghtients and caregivers. Attainability of theltheeare

is visible to children through the “Healthy childréor healthy future — Research on quality of madic
treatment of children at public health institutignsarried out in 2008 as a part of the Protectodn
children’s rights project at the RS Ombudsman. fdsearch established that ratio between the numbers
of children per pediatrician is approximately 250t the RS, while in the FBIH, one team examines 2
048 children aged 0-6 years during one working ddiyle one working day at the health care for school
children and the youth involves 7 329 children agetB years. These data point that it is necegsary
increase the number medical teams in school digpiess both in RS and FBiH, as well as the number o
pediatricians at the state level. However, speakifigvailability of the medical treatment from the
insurance aspect of parents/children, the situatiothe FBIH is at the unsatisfactory level. Then a
effective until the end of 2008 did not provide rioadi treatment for children up to 6 years of ageséh

20 ,BiH Official gazette “, 58/08, 2008
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parents had no health insurance. The health inseradnring the year of 2007 covered 83.65% of
populatio*. Upon the initiative by the Reference Group of NGfiom Tuzla, led by the “Land of
Children” organization, fierce campaigns were caned. Finally the Federation of BiH Parliament in
2008 enacted the Law on changes and addenda tathen health insurance, which, for the first time,
demanded a mandatory health insurance and frebaofie health care to all children, from the day of
their birth until age 15 (18, that is 26 if stifi education) as independent insured persons, uttiegs
obtain this status as family members of the insypeson. Although the Law has taken effect as of
January 1, 2009, its implementation had a rough patause the competent cantonal governments failed
to enact secondary legislation and plan budgetthis purpose. The Ombudsman for Human Rights
reminded the cantonal governments of their oblagatio implement this Law. NGO is especially
concerned by the fact this law concerns childreimdj in severe social environment, with unemployed
parents, Roma people and other ethnic minoritidsyse health is considerably disturbed due to their
living conditions. The newly formed Solidarity Fumad Federation of BiH has insufficient resources
compared with actual needs.

The health condition of children in BH has beenspreed in the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey-
MICS, developed by the UNICEF, to show the progreasle in evaluation of the indicator achievement
at the levels of State and entities. The data give?009 shows that the health conditions of ckitdand
adults is in the levels given in 2008. However, Btill hasn’t established a system of controlled
monitoring of nourishment and nutrition habits ©&f population, thus including children of age ugbto
years. 3% of children is undernourished; 5% emedjaand 9% underdeveloped. The percentage of
undernourished children is higher amongst Romalhil: up to 24,2% Roma children are malnourished,
and 12,1% underdeveloped. The effects of poor sbomént have also been recorded: 17% of children up
to 5 years of age are overweight. Children stiffesufrom same diseases, apart from a higher reobrd
HIN1 in comparison to other contagious diseaseddi@h of all age groups suffer the most from
respiratory diseases. This problem was noted bySdrajevo family care doctors who had written and
promoted a book for parents named “Respiratoryesystflammations in pre-school childréh”

It is also important to mention that the level winunization of children has a rising trend (BCG 97%
DTP3 90%; OPV 3 90%; MRP1 91%; Jib3 86% i Hep BY8§ Vaccines MRP1, Hib3 i Hep.B3 still do
not have legal mandatory coverage minimum, so it activities need to be intensiffédWhat raises
satisfaction is the fact that the coverage of ttenatal protection is really high, professionalistasce
during labor (99,2%) and conditions for child deyghent are also, according to indicators, at the
satisfactory level. The percentage of exclusivasiréeeding has also increased in the first fountims
from 8,1% to 29,3%. Overall 17% of children agetll0Omonths are properly fed. The program of breast-
feeding promotion and the program of certifying Mgafriendly hospitals” presented a book of their
longtime work named “Baby friendly hospitals” whiattroduced 14 hospitals who received the BPD
certificate®®

The health care of persons with developmentaldatliffies is loaded with problems from diagnosis and
categorizing, to uncoordinated legal procedureofvention of the rights of disabled persons and
immediate health care on field work. The WHO sta#ited the estimate of disability is based on th@ado
inclusion of the associations concerning them. 3dwety still doesn’t take enough measures to tiedp
parents of children with special needs; there arsufficient day care centers, so parents are dotce
take children everywhere they go; and some muritgmrequire monthly verification of health cards

21 Report of NGOs and children on situation of chigzhts in BiH in 2008, Sarajevo 2009
22 Respiratory infections among children of presctem®, group of authors, Sarajevo, December 2010

23 Health condition of population and women in FBIRttitute for public health FBiH, September, 2010

24 1bid.
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The children Ombudsman gave a recommendation té-ahne of Pension and Disability Insurance that
the children with special needs are free-of-chasfj@hysical examination during their evaluation of
ability to live independent. The health care ofatied persons- disabled children have problems with
prosthetic aids; which need to be changed morendfian the law inquires, due to growth. Cantonal
governments haven't found a solution to overconttrig issue. Alike, the health care of children with
damaged vision is not adequate because pediasiai@m’t educated enough to perform interventians i
blind children. Research on the iodine status efyjpant women and breast nurgeshe area of entire
Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2008.has shown that 4&bpsegnant women and 22,7% of breast nurses
have the level of urinary iodine excretion lowearitmormal, hence the input of iodine is insuffitiasth
their increasing neetfs The government report still hasn’t put focus lo@ problem of health care in BiH
in specific conditions, on field. The program ofalib strategy in the Republic of Srpsiarealized
through the Law on healthcare and Law on healthrarsce. As of last year, the complete health care o
children under the age of 15 is free-of-chargeargigss of the insurance status of their pareritsoigh
this served as a major breakthrough regarding tadability of health care, there still remains the
problem of children aged 15-18, as well as the ffitsent number and distance of family care
dispensaries. The health care for children requatethe health services health institutions caoviate,
which depends on the location and personnel oh#adth institution, number of residents etc. Thane
still ongoing reforms of mental health care thaiwgt further improve mental health in the RS antiren
BIH.

There is a current program of BIH named “Analysisttee situation and evaluation of mental health
services in BIH) conducted jointly by the Ministry of Health fromehRS and FBIH Ministry of Health
in cooperation with the Swiss Development and Coaim Agency. The project includes evaluation of
work of 44 mental health care services in BIH, oftvhich 17 are in the RS, and 27 in FBIH and ane i
District of Brcko. The plan is to empower mental health care cgnperform equipping and professional
training of the employees, as well as strengthettingCoordinating center for mental health in t18°R
The health care of children in &o District (BD) is accomplished through the BD Law health care
and health insurance. &o does not have Law on domestic violence. The gmnand tertiary health
care of children is well organized. Also, the prignarevention, early detection and medical treatneén
any sort of psycho-somatic impairment of childréowdd be incorporated in the Law on health care and
Law on health insurance, by which the anti-discnamory action principle would be attained. The BD
Mental Health Centre is actively involved in thdoren processes of mental health care in BiH. Within
the reform of the Primary Health Care and introgucof Family medicine teams, it is necessary teera
sensibility amongst the personnel regarding childkad adolescent related issues, particularly @mld
and adolescents with disability. An example of gpoakctice is the expansion of the services by tbe B
Mental Health Centre with the segment for the distategories.

The health care of persons with special needs glatenstitution — the majority of institutions give
certain forms of health care, whilst in some ingitiins the patients are being treated in localadifsuch

is the case in Prijedor where all patients havdtiezards, apart from few people from Federation of
BIH.) In many of these institutions the treatmeats carried out by GPs, dentists or residents hired
contract, even though the majority of these instihs have a big number of protégés, and by alnsor
they should have permanently employed doctors. drganizational system of health services in BIH
suffers a lot due to lack of staff, sluggish pragesg and poor equipment of health institutions idats
urban areas. This makes the quality of health sesvstill inaccessible to many children becatzse
better health care is provided to children whogeia can pay services at private clinics.

25 UNICEF office for BiH, research project ,lodingatues of pregnant and breast-feeding woman in BiH,
2007/08.

26 ,People refer to surgeon more easily then to psyahkts*, Independent newspapers, 25.10.2008
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Health of adolescents (recommendation 51)

The Strategy “The Youth and the Health” has been deeloped in the Federation of BIH and RS in

2009, while the development of the Strategy of theuth and the health is the fulfillment of

the saocial care for the health of the youth and asuch it makes a basis for the

implementation of the Policy for the health of theyouth adopted by entities. The Strategy

foresees many improvements in this field of life ahe youth and it remains to be seen

whether it would be implemented.
The mental health project for south-eastern Eurepes initiated by the Swiss Development and
Cooperation Agency in collaboration with the FBIHMidtry of Health, the RS Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare. A network of 50 Mental Health Cesthas been established in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
namely 31 in the Federation of BIH, 18 in the R® dnin Bko District. Our country has signed the
Declaration on the long-term program of regionalpmration and health care development of south-east
Europe. The Declaration requires founding regiocethters from mental health in BIH, as well as
regional center for south-east Europe. The devedmprof the “Strategy of mental health care in ti® R
2009-2015.” has been finished in the RS. Also, déeter for coordination of work of the centers for
mental health in the RS has been established. P2@09 the expansion of the network was planned,
with 5 new centers for mental health care as wekducation of the personnel, through the coomerati
with the Italian Government and CESVI project.
Tobacco control — The age limit for the ban on sdlobacco products has been lifted in BIH fromtd5
18 years of age, while the measures related to giomand sponsoring of tobacco industry were made
stricter. The Ministry of health announced consistenplementation of the Law on tobacco and tobacco
products in Federation of BIH and prohibition ofakimg in enclosed places at all public instituticmsl
at business premises. It is important to emphdbiethe Presidency of BIH and the Parliament ¢ Bl
reached an agreement in 2009 on ratifying the Fnaorle Convention on tobacco Control of the World
Health Organization, which initiated the harmonigactivities between the entity legislations in #rea
of control of tobacco in BIH, coordinated with tligernationally important document.
The most common ways of addictive behavior in FBHE smoking, consummation of alcohol, drugs and
psychotropic substances. According to researche)08 there was 14,3% of current smokers amongst
school children and young aged 13-15; even 61%oohg people who were attending first grade of high
school or turning 16 years of age confirmed thaythad consumed alcohol through their life, andd%
examinees stated that they tried marijuana beforérty 16’. Promoting health among young people in
FBIH was conducted in 7 centers for youth organize8arajevo, Mostar, Zenica, Tuzla, Livno, Bihac
and Travnik. Young people were treated in 3.164egpiogical and dermatovenerological services, as
well as given 2.291 services of counseling. Alaformal education of the youth and future safetg h
been performed through a series services. Dataated during survey conducted by “Our Children” and
“Hi Neighbor” amongst primary school pupils andsfiand second graders at secondary schools show
that the alcoholism is present amongst the youn@o(@®f children say this problem does exist). The
causes for such an occurrence are multiple, andoalel identify them in poor care of parents forithe
own children, lack of adequate support to parents@evention programs for children and the parents
as well as in omnipresent crisis in the societydifidnal aggravating and alarming circumstancenat t
the threshold of consuming intoxicating substansggtting lower.
The program of health policy and health strategyRa&public of Srpska until 2010 contains special
objectives and measures of the health policy caonegrthe health start of life. The plan is to acvathe
level of the health of the youth until 2010 in ardie facilitate them to completely accomplish theile
within the society. This objective also includesting the conditions in which children and adolegse
may attain healthy living habits and healthy lifgles, decrease mortality and disability causedrjyries

27 Knowledge, attitudes and behaviour towards smokimpng school children in FBiH, 2003 — 2008.; itng¢ for public health FBiH,
Sarajevo 2009
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and other accidents for at least 50%, reductioth@fumber of the young who smoke, consume alcohol
and drugs for at least 50%, reduction of the numdfejuvenile pregnancies for at least 50%). It is
completely clear that this strategy will not accdisipits objectives at this implementation pace smal|
investments. Protection from alcohol abuse by imgleting laws that regulate this issue in RS didn'’t
show success. This is visible in the research dgnthe Ombudsman together with a network of High
School Student Councils in the RS in 2010. 689esttgitook part in the survey; 292 of whom are male
and 397 female. 78% of them stated that they coasaloohol, even 20% of whom tasted the alcohol at
the age 9 for the first time. In 45% of cases tlwetwol had been offered by their peers, 25% of them
consumed it on birthdays and celebrations. Theghradécohol in bars in 56% of cases, 23% in drugstor
(although there is a ban on selling alcohol to m8no16% in clubs. A grand total of 66% students sa
that they never had problems getting alcohol, 43%h@&m had some trouble getting it, and 90% of them
stated they knew alcohol was forbidden.

HIV/AIDS (recommendation 53)

The first case of HIV contagion in BIH was recorded1986 and until November 2010 there were
registered 170 persons diagnosed with HIV virusybdm 109 had developed AIDS. In the FBIH there
are 98 people diagnosed, 66 of whom had progreesedIDS. The average age of the infected is 36,8
years, with a span from 4 to 66 years. The domitransmission route is heterosexual, intravenoug dr
abuse and homosexual transmission route. Thedaseé of vertical mother-to-child transmission was
recorded in 2007. During 2009 there were 4 newscasglenced. The official statistical data in BHikcb

be deceiving, while the causes for unreliable datald be identified in (none) existence of a single
database on infected persons at the BH level; ppwerd isolation of some population groups; in the
decrease of risky behavior amongst young people Ete Global Fund Program for Bosnia and
Herzegovina called “Coordinated country responeddIV/AIDS and tuberculosis in war disturbed and
stigmatized environment” financed by the Global éFtmfight AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria (GFATM),
has been implemented since November 1, 2006. ThiedJNations Development Program (UNDP) as
the Primary recipient nominated by the Country @omtion Mechanism (CCM) / with its partners is
implementing the mentioned project. The programirisctly linked with the fulfilment of Goal 6 ohe
Millennium Development Goals, in accordance witk tHIV/AIDS BIH Country Strategy 2004-20009.
The primary goal of the Program is to strengthendéypacities of the existing, as well as to esthbiiew
institutions for providing health services in BiRl the field of HIV/AIDS prevention and engagement o
reduction of marking differences - ,stigma“ andadigination by means of the following activitiesed?
education trained 115.000 young aged 15-24 aboutAlDS; Through media campaign, informative-
educational material and synergy of efforts oflcséctor gave 6,680 persons the service of pteates
post-test counseling at 12 Centers for voluntay eanfidential counseling and testing. HIV preventi
was introduced to Roma population and displaceglpethrough community coordinators and nurses for
around 3,200 persons. 33 persons were treated Amtinetroviral therapy at three Clinical Centers,
namely Sarajevo, Banja Luka and Tuzla. In ordemtwease capacities, 3,200 health and 1,360 non-
health workers went through the training on HIV/And reduction of ,stigma“ and discrimination.
1,000,000 condoms were distributed across BIH,gdimie with the training on HIV/AIDS prevention.
The Global Fund Program carried out reconstruciiash acquisition of equipment for 13 Friendly cesiter
for the youth, 5 Methadone Centers, 12 Centergdamtary and confidential counseling and testaouy)

it also regularly provides supplies (elisa teseedies, syringes, condoms etc).

A good example in practice is the accomplishmertheflocal NGO “Our children” Zenica, which has, in
partnership with Save the children Norway, impletadrnthe Project “Sexual education and HIV/AIDS
prevention in BiH". The main indicator for the sess of this project is the systematic solutionomm of
education of children at primary schools in Zermaboj Canton regarding prevention of sexual health
and HIV/AIDS. For the first time in BiH and the vadregion, one educational institution, namely the
Ministry for Education, Science, Culture and SpartsZenica-Doboj Canton recognized the need to
introduce the interdisciplinary method of educatdrschoolchildren through curriculum and according
ensured timely and qualitative information to cheld concerning importance of sexual health preganti
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This practice should represent a sample for cneatib a more favorable ambience in the field of
HIV/AIDS prevention and systematic introduction tbie program regarding sex-oriented education on
sexual health of children within the education egsiicross the entire of BiH.

SOCIAL WELFARE

Children with various forms of development difficulties (recommendation 46)
Taking into consideration the recommendations & N Committee regarding the Convention on
respect of children’s rights, the provision Staddares for assimilating the disabled people abgitand

the activities in the BiH revised action plan fohildren (2002-2010, 2011-2014.) the following
conclusion could be made: The periodic report qalstially analyzed the legislation of BiH, entitiasd
Brcko District, hence giving the impression that songhts under social welfare seem aligned and
applied across BiH. The RS Law on social welfaraasequally implemented across the RS, but instead
social contributions depend on the budget of loccahmunities. Hence, there are local communitidhén

RS that do not cover expenses for somebody elseés and assistance. It also does not emphasize the
necessity to strengthen roles and responsibilitiegse local communities to change the existingesta

The BiH Revised action plan for children (2002-202011-2014), which foresees measure 1- that is
adoption of the new Law on social welfare, wasedlized, due to the fact that it has been placéatde
the RS National Assembly for over years and hagttbeen passed. This complicates and slows down
the advancement of social welfare for all childesl disabled persons in the RS. Moreover, the dierio
report does not show how much the country had antadcordance or followed the recommendations of
the UN Committee. It could be said that there lievdew of the existing policies and practices conirey
children with disability, but it could not be sdltht there are any noteworthy moves.

Speaking of overview of the social and child carghe Federation of BiH, the Government periodic
report provided a comprehensive and objective tifti®n of situation in the FBIH. The welfare for
people with various forms of disability is unequshce there are divided powers between the Federat
and Cantons. It is conditioned by the financialgilo$ities of the cantons or unwillingness to piitthe
interests of the vulnerable categories. Due tonfifed crisis and the inability to implement the |&w all

the categories stated in it, changes and addentltee dfaw on basics of social welfare, protectiortiefl
victims and families with children took place iniFB thus depriving all people under 90% of disdbili

of their rights and aggravating big number of afeid®. The social care is also discriminatory, becatise i
treats differently non-war and war invalids andil@w victims of war (in both FBiH and RS) in spité

the signed and ratified Convention on the rightstlué disabled persons. The ratification of the
Convention (with protocols) was finished in the ldewf Representatives in December 7, 2009. and in
the House of Peoples in December 15, 2009., aftgs df protests by disabled people from all ove Bl
inside the Assembly of BIH. This contributed tha¢ +BIH in 2010 initiates the accordance of legal a
subordinate legislations with the Convention. Thevd and regulations passed on the level of
cantons/counties should significantly improve thatus of children with physical, mental and other
disabilities. It is especially important that thedision on forming the Fund for professional relition

and employment of disabled people was adopted iiH#BThere is some inconsistency among the
cantons in FBIH when it comes to categorizing pesswith developmental difficulties. There is no
evidence performed by unique standards, childnefigbilitation is running late, it is not continsounor
performed by experts or professional personnelefiafy to the research in the field of disability i

28 official gazette FBiH, no 14/09

29 official gazette FBiH, no 48/2010.
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BiH®, it is observed that Social Work Centers and Miies of health and social welfare report that
there is no joint database for all invalids inchglichildren (SOTAK) that has been installed and
operational. Unfortunately, it is not in use acr@stl due to the fact that all centers do not hatedf s
trained for data entry. It would be necessary tofopm database upgrade for all beneficiaries in
pursuance of the Law. Social Work Centers mostly deta related to accomplishment of beneficiary’s
rights. Therefore, the records regarding socio-arestic data, remaining labor capability, maritakss,

as well as other detailed information about bermeafycwas put aside.

Standard rules aren't given the attention deseriateover, BIH has failed to point to the unequal
evaluation of abilities and classification of dikab people. Upon the recommendations of the UN
Committee concerning education of children withadisty, which the state is obligated to follow and
work on their implementation, the Country Periodiport does not show to what an extent the stdtus o
disabled children has improved in this segmentrdfioee the status research in BiH, but not the Repo
states that the new educational system is encongtarnumber of problems such as lack of preparatio
for new obligations in schools and lack of eduagatior personnel who should respond to various ad
specific needs and restricted possibilities ofdreih. The textbooks for all subjects, from whiclidien
should learn, were not provided to children edwtate special schools according to special program.
Following are the problems with which the childigemd parents of children with development difficesti
encounter after detection and observation: uncdadesocial and health care systems, and once tlge ch
is categorized, it attains only the category adenweith the social care system and somewhat to
education system, with which the child cannot aghigghts under pension and disability protection,
possible employment or some other rights. The Hericeport does not state what significant actbgiti
the country had undertaken in the segment of recamdations referring to strengthening public
awareness campaigns in order to change negativie pigws about people with disabilities.

The Periodic Report does not pay enough attenbosotial care and the extract dealing with children
with disability, neither does it report on violatiof their rights in terms of health care (dentaltgction,
health insurance), meaning that the status of hild m the RS is recognized until 15 years of ageto
which they have mandatory insurance. In the pefioth 15-18 years of age, the insurance in the RS
differs from one child to another. Speaking of ttealre, the biggest problems in this segment gonce
secondary and tertiary health care. The countrdegeloping the health care system grounded on
financial sustainability, where the commercial émas of primary importance instead of the righttio¢
child to an adequate health care. The logical thiogld be if the child with special needs attaiight to
tertiary health care at the closest reference eenithin the country or in the neighboring courdrie
However, they can only attain this right if theaniily covers the costs. If these children wantttaima
this right through health care system, they carit @éither in Sarajevo or Banja Luka, regardlesshef
transportation costs of the child with an escoat thxceed the treatment costs at health centeisein
neighboring states. The right to orthopedic devisasften redefined so the parents are not awatieeif
children’s entitlements, while numerous technicalcedures make it harder for parents to attain it.

The Annex to the government’s Report regarding nspfsom Social Work Centers — &o District
report does not contain number of children withghey¢spmatic disturbances. According to the datafro
Association “Svitac* (Glowworm) and Mental Healtlei@re of Beko District, the number of children
with the mental deficit is 346, and with combinestarbances 269 children and adolescents.

Standard of living (recommendation 55)

Poverty was always present in our country so we state that this is one of the basic problems for
children in BIH. Various reasons such as war comsrges, long-time transition period, unbalanced
social welfare system and next to all that the dv@donomic crisis left many people unemployed, many
of whom are young people (only 17% of young are leyga).

30 collection of papers — group of authors, 2008
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According to the data given by the Federal Minigtfywork and social welfare, there are 9.853 aivalr
victims and 48.308 disabled persons in FederatfoBlld, which represents 2,5% of total population.
The data gathered by the Ministry concerning issdies®ldiers and Civil War invalids show that thare
103.810 registered invalids from war; 57,8% of whare unemployed. Thus we can say that every
second resident of this country is socially disamted. Current political situation (no governingdpo
even after 10 months) shows no hope for betterdtftuA continuous ascending trend of families in a
state of various socio-protective needs has besarebd. The results of the measurements of theatdn

of living showed that 15% of people in FederatioiHBive below the general poverty rate. The
government Report says that: 3% of children is mahished, 9% is underdeveloped in comparison to
their age, 5% is underweight, which is a directsamuence of poverty (17% of families are extremely
poor; with monthly wages of poor ones of 238,10 Kl extremely poor 83,6%). In the same time about
15% of households live in poor conditioned fa@kfi. What raises concern is that the number oflifzgni
applying for social aid is increasing every year.

The structure of those families is that 20% of themen families with children. We can draw a conadusi
that the number of children living in scarcely citioths, which prevent them in their development
according to their physical and intellectual posisiks, increases in continuity. Children are eged to
discrimination, which is a consequence of socrtiust, and as such suffer various forms of discétrmm

at school by their fellow colleagues, and oftertdgchers as well.

| Conclusion and recommendations concerning health ansocial welfare:

* We expect that the application of the new provision s of the Law on
health insurance will be provided in the upcoming y ear in the Federation
of BiH, and that the best medical treatment will be provided to all
children, regardless of the insurance status of the ir parents, while the
RS needs to resolve the problem of health care for children aged 15-18,
as well as providing better attainability of medica | centers.

* The focus on implementation of the Health policy an d strategy for
healthy youth in FBIH, RS and District Br €ko needs to be put, with

emphasis on intoxication prevention and development of healthy
lifestyle.

* |tis necessary to work out and adopt the proposal of the BiH Strategy to
fight HIV/AIDS for 2010-2015 and provide a unique r ecord on infected
people in BIH.

* The fight against poverty still remains number one priority. Providing

stabilization of the social fund in the FBIH and ba lance of the legal
regulations with the UN Convention on disabled peop le’'s rights is
needed. There is still much work to be done in deve  loping the sympathy
for the needs of socially vulnerable children.

* It is necessary to enhance the systems for early de  tection of difficulties
in children’s development, upgrade cooperation betw een the institutions
of health and social care and educational system, s  upport of their
families should be done in continuity and with an a dequate aid in form of
orthopedic devices, financial support, and through work of the NGO
sector.

* The Law should define and financially support the w ork of day care
centers at the local level in order to reduce the n  umber of children at the

31 Health condition of population and women in FBIRttitute for public health FBiH, September, 2010
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facilities of segregation type and provide a more s ubstantial help to their
parents.

VI EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF CHILDREN

The right to education is a fundamental right of ev  ery child, upon whose accomplishment
the future development of every personalityy, many o  ther rights and consequential
development and survival of society in general depe nd on. In spite of this, seven years
after the promulgation of first reform documents an d promises, the situation has not

drastically changed. The number of children enrolli ng and completing various education
levels has even reduced in some fields. Previously identified problems are repeating in
this year’s Report on implementation of the Convent ion on children’s rights. There are
slight moves (pre-school and high school education) but unfortunately not enough to be
considered.

The part of the Report referring to the legislation and strategies in pre-school, elementary
and high school education has an important part. Th e enactment of a number of new
legislations and establishment of various councils, agencies and institutions
undoubtedly represents an important pre-condition f or enhancement of educational
sector. However, the problems occur in (non)impleme ntation of the enacted laws and

(non)efficient functioning of the system institutio ns, non-harmonization of entities’ and
cantonal legislation with framework legislation, an d particularly (non)initiation of
responsibility procedure against officials failing to implement the laws, result of which is
that many other strategies remain strategies on a p iece of paper. In reality, while
“waiting” on implementation of the laws that will p rovide them with an access to
qualitative education for every child, many of the children grow up in the environment

which do not give them equal chances for success, w hich only increases their social
exclusion and puts in peril their growth, developme nt and the advancement of society
too.

Following a very bad economic situation in BIH whic h affects all children’s needs-
including those educational, there is a high level of politicizing in the field of education,
particularly when it comes to choosing principals, members of the school boards and
managements in pre-school, elementary and high scho ol education. This has a negative
impact on educational institutions, which tend to b ecome a place for conflicts between
the parties and create problems not encountered bef  ore.

Preschool education

The understanding of the pre-school upbringing addcation in BiH is more often identified as the
institutional care for children at kindergarterigari it is a form of regular education process. fitnaber

of children included in pre-school is 7%, whichnegents an increase of 2% in comparison to 200% (T
observation of children’s rights in BIH 2003/04-200DAccording to this 93% of children haven't been
included in any pre-school programs at all, norahe a unique and coordinated approach to resplvin
this issue. Many alternative models targeted aiffigp solutions for increase of support and care for
children in early ages (play game rooms, day canters, schools for parents, house visits, cemtighin
community, preparatory classes etc), that are ssgboddy implemented with the assistance of
nongovernmental sector, are not subject of repodt @nalysis, neither were they classified under the
official educational system. The programs for datgh in the period from birth to three years of agd
early intervention almost do not exist, althougis th the crucial period for the child’s developrhen

30



In order to improve this, some significant docursehtive been passed, such as the Strategy for
developing pre-school education in BIH 2007-201%ng with the Implementation pl&n and
Framework Law on pre-school educaffbfihe most important of course is the introductibmandatory
pre-school education for children in the year befoegistering in schools, and development of the
mandatory curriculum. This is being implementeatiyh the Law on pre-school education in 2010/11 in
the cantons of Sarajevo, Zenica-Doboj, and Unsktsigalt is important to state that this Law dtidsn’t
been implemented in 3 cantons in FBIH (Hercedgkwa\eretvanski, Srednjobosanski and
Zapadnohercegovki). The Ministry of health in the RS has set as@ane substantial finance for
mandatory pre-school education for one fifth oldtan, which is an appreciable movement.

Primary education

The accomplishment of the right of every child tandatory, primary education stipulates not only the
right to access, but also the right to a qualitgt affect and result-orientation for every singldatland it
cannot be exclusively expressed by statistical detanumber of children who enroll and complete
education. A large number of children attendingmany schools do that at schools without proper
conditions, adequate equipment, didactical masgriglquipped libraries, not even basic hygienic
conditions, potable water nor adequate nutritiorttifdren. In TIMS 200% research it was found that
BiH is below the international average line, acangdo the number of students that claim to ,bepyap
to be in school“. Reasons for this kind of peramptare educational curriculums, knowledge transfer
methods, peer material and technical conditionschools, old and low-conditions school facilitiead
hygienic conditions, lack of computer equipmentagms for children’s dissatisfaction is also low
standard of safety conditions in schools and onwlg to schools, presence of peer violence and
sometimes even verbal violence of teachers towariidren.

Schools dominated by traditional forms of educatiomot work enough on developing individual needs
of children that will grant them future successeTmnalysis of the research datan the issue to what
extend pupils can influence the content of theicula with their proposals and views (often 17%,
sometimes 48% and never 35%) or the quality ofntbek of teachers (often 15%, sometimes 45% and
never 40 %). This says a lot about the traditictadlent-teacher relationship and poor organizaifdhe
educational process.

The right of every child to a good quality educatitipulates well educated and trained teachers and
other professionals working at schools. The faeat teachers with adequate formal education work at
schools does not necessarily guarantee the suatabe implementation of the educational reform
objectives, neither a qualitative educational pssc®ver 46% of teachers state that during themdid
education they couldn’t acquire enough professi@oatpetence to perform the reform demands. Over
55% of them claim they aren’t familiar with the pess of reform at all. It is impossible to neglénet
fact that BIH belongs to a group of economicallyderdeveloped and poor countries, that the
consequences of the aggression are still presehthat it is unable to develop in consistency with
documents and regulations enacted in the past ecathe Gross National Product (GNP) of BIH was
4.438 dollars in 2009. Just to point, the GNP dfirtdes in region was: 17.684 dollars for Croatia,

32 Adopted by the Council of Ministries, in 2007

33 Agency for preschool, primary and secondary edoicat BiH, BiH Offcial gazette no. 88/07

34 TIMS-trends in international Mathematics and SceeStudy

35 Research on the status of the rights of the ¢hiBiH, NVO Our children, Sarajevo and Hi neighboBanja Luka, 2004 and 2009

36 UNICEF, Analyses of teachers needs in terms digsional education, 2007
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10.830 dollars for Serbia, 10.742 dollars for Mowtgro and 9.728 dollars for Macedonia. Precisely
economic factors are the most often limiting factor non-implementation of the strategies and
legislations. The existence of “two schools undes ooof” is seen as a political problem and unfoate
repercussion of the war troubles, thus not resoléd full attention. The researches and analyses
conducted by the nongovernmental sectors poinbrag-lasting consequences of such a situation, but
these are being neglected. The Country report @ditttat on grounds of the Document on European
Partnership (2007) with the European Union, oumtguwas made aware that “the European future of
the country to a great extend depends on the cemgies of the authority and various communities to
develop a joint educational framework”. The Unitéations Committee for economic, social and cultural
rights (2005) requested from Bosnia and Herzegotangrovide conditions for the abolition of “two
schools under one roof” form, as well as for cangion of separated schools for pupils of different
ethnic backgrounds.

Children’s right to learn about different thingsdgmeople and acquire knowledge and skills necedeay
life in democratic, multicultural societies arellsbeing violated. The curriculum, especially thertp
concerning ethnic group of subjects, fail to inatég to favorable extend, the pride for being &enit of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the programs and textbofika promote cultural and religious values ot jus
one ethnicity or religious membership. “Religiousedsity is treated as a problem, being a member of
your own religion is seen exclusive and feelingvafnerability is stirred with pupils.” The politita
messages are implicated, while critical reflecti@re not encouraged. These are just some of the
conclusions based on the research concerning tekdband other contents children are learning at
primary school¥. Children belonging to minority groups are expogedarious forms of discrimination.
Every 10" pupil states that discrimination does exist, wiilely every 28 teacher notices those
occurrences. Every"gupil, often regularly, avoids activities with theapils of another nationality; every
7" pupil expresses aggressive behavior towards papasother nationality often and regularly; evéfy
pupil does not want to go to same class with thewbes of another nationalify

The Foundation of Local Democracy in 2008 implement  ed the project “Monitoring and
analysis of the implementation of criteria for scho ol names and insignia”, in partnership

with the BiH Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees , the RS Ministry of Education and
Culture, the FBiH Ministry of Education and Science , Bréko District Department of
Education, the Cantonal Ministries for science and education, while the implementing
partners were organizations “Associated women” from Banja Luka, ,Vesta“ from Tuzla

and “Terca” from Mostar. The project was supported by the EU. What was performed is

the monitoring on the level of application for the Criteria for school names and insignia

at 2,088 primary and secondary schools in BiH, RS a nd Bréko District. The Western
Herzegovina and Canton 10 did not grant permission for overview at 151 schools. *°

The research results showed that the criteria were not respected: 14% schools regarding

school names; 27% schools regarding school symbols; 7% in school manifestation and

20% schools have disputable criteria for school man ifestation. *° The mentioned data say

37 Resolution of European Parliament on situatiomiid (Ref.:RSP/2010/2734), on 17th June 2010, ,ulimies that education is the drive
force for true multi-ethnic reconciliation, consithgy that in the context of EU support, more atamshould be paid to promotion of inclusive
education, non-discriminatory educational systeaseld on tolerance and respect of differences imaheffort to reach understanding of joint
history*)

38 Research “Discrimination of children at BiH sclip&ave the Children Norway SEE

39 Board for coordination of implementation of Temggr agreement on fulfilling special needs and sgbt the children of returnees
proposed to the competent ministries the Critesiasthool names and insignia, which were adopteldaa® mandatory for all schools across
BiH

40 “The analysis of implementation of criteria fmhool names and insignia“, Local Democracy FouadaBarajevo, August 2008.
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that the educational authorities in the Republic of Srpska and the Federation of BiH
would have to put much energy and effort into ensur ing an education of a better quality
and without any form of exclusion and discriminatio n, following the pace and example of
Br¢ko District.

The lack of adequate care for children from early a  ges, insufficient support to families
and insufficiently qualitative education resulted, amongst other things, in increase of
peer violence and other forms of unacceptable condu ct of children at schools *. The
offered solutions mostly refer to strengthening the correctional and repressive
measures, marginalization and stigmatization of chi Idren, while insufficient funds are
invested in measures of prevention, employment of e  xperts, intensive education and
training of teachers, social programs and affirmati ve actions.

Secondary education

The level of employment, state of economy and tuéesy will in the coming decade depend entirely on
educational policy and the education reform. THermation that over 40% of young people will not
complete secondary education is overly alarming iaral direct result of inefficient educational pgli
and poor quality of previous education levels. bgrithe school year 2008/09, 5.9% less children
enrolled at secondary schools than the previousabgteaf? while the total of 24% high school students
enrolls (but does not complete) university studies.

Canton Sarajevo has introduced in school year 2009/ 10 a mandatory two-year secondary
school education for the first two years. The launc hed Initiative of the Trade Union of the
secondary education for introduction of the free se condary education has faced approval

and support from the Centre of Civil Initiatives. | n June 2008, a Conference was held
under the title — ,Mandatory secondary education in Bosnia and Herzegovina — a path to
reduction of poverty, unemployment and social exclu sion”, including presence of
representatives from the competent ministries from the state, entity and cantonal levels,

BiH Br ¢ko District, representatives of trade unions, emplo yers, academic community,
foreign and local NGOs. The conference saw the pres entation of the Model of transfer
onto mandatory secondary education of Canton Saraje vo. The conclusions of the
Conference supported the introduction of the mandat ory secondary education. The
initiative encourages all department ministries to plan enactment measures in the
following year that would result in introduction of mandatory secondary education in BiH
during the school year 2009/2010. These initiatives are present in other cantons and RS
as well, but require more notable investments. One of the mandatory measures is
providing a free-of-charge acquisition of textbooks and transport, as well as including
schools in the Internet network. By doing this, 100 % of students would be enrolled in 1 *
and 2" grades of high schools. According to the survey con ducted this year by the
Commission for the youth with the Council of Minist ers, 31% of the youth in BiH aged 15
to 24 years have no secondary education. The Head o f Department for Secondary
Education at the RS Ministry of Education and Cultu re says that during the school year
2007/2008, 3.78% of children did not continue educa tion upon completion of primary
school in the RS. According to the data from the RS Ministry of education and culture,
206 primary school pupils in the school year 2006/2 007 did not attend classes in this

41 Every other teacher in school confirmed that ehitdin school make inappropriate jokes, disturld, @muse children because of their origin.
Along with their origin, physical look is often thebject of peer comments and basis for inapprapjaktes and offences. Half of teachers from
the research is absolutely shore that children nfiakeof children with obesity and in the same tiore quarter of them thinks that skinny
children are also the object of such commentde¥ie against children, mostly without penaltypésformed by teachers too, parents and other
adults. Besides examples of physical violencedohil are exposed to insults, discrimination etc.

42 Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovinaii@dProtection 2002-2007, 2008 Sarajevo

33



entity. Children mostly leaving the school are Roma children. *® An action by the Ministry
is currently ongoing in the RS to introduce the ele ctronic school diary, by means of
which parents could monitor achievements of their ¢ hildren via internet **. Fear remains
that this sort of cooperation with parents would re duce the contact between parents and
school, which is anyway rather poor and formal.

Poverty, unemployment and extremely severe living ¢ onditions are still present amongst
Roma in BiH; hence the majority of Roma children ar e not able to attend school. Apart
from the will of many parents to education their ch ildren, the Roma presence is, at best,
sporadic at the present time. In Tuzla Canton with the highest percentage of Roma
children enrolled (50% of Roma children attend prim  ary and secondary schools, only
three attend University, around 80% of them have no professional qualification, while
60% of Roma is illiterate). Many local communities try to involve Roma children in
educational system by providing them textbooks.

Conclusion and recommendations for education, leisa and cultural activities of children:

e Ageneral and severe economic situation in BIH wad devastations still fresh in memary
is negatively reflected in all forms of education.
* Insufficient efforts are still made in BiH on inwihg as much children in pre-schools|as
possible, with an emphasis on inclusion of socialynerable children, children from
marginalized groups of population and children framal areas.
e ltis of high relevance to provide a free and gyatducation for everyone, with clear gogls
of education and no discrimination and exclusion.
e Supporting inclusive education, provided that thenher of expert teams for aids and
support to children, teachers and parents is isedka
* Providing expert bodies in cantonal/entity/countyigdiction work on adequate and
adjusted plan and program for work with childrerowtave special educational needs
* Working on reorganizing “two schools under one raylstem and respecting all children
rights
e Ensuring further implementation of the action Plam educational needs of Roma and
members of other ethnic minorities in BiH. It isceesary to provide an adequate
application of the Criteria for school insignia amaimnes.

S

VII SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES

Refugee and displaced children - (recommendation 62)

In 2008, the Revised Strategy for implementatiorthef Annex 7 of the General Framework agreement
for BiH was developed, by which the BiH CouncilMinisters has committed to protect the rights @& th
displaced persons and refugees, particularly thetsiof children, as well as social and profesdiona
reintegration of their parents. During 2009, insmif several debates at the BiH Parliament, Thate}jy
was not adopted. Even 16 years after the warstheeiof refugees and displaced people still hageh
resolved. There are 37.408 families or 113.642 lge@}8.772 living in FBIH or 43%, 64.624 or 56,8 %
in the RS , and 246 or 0,3% indo District area. 80.000 refugees living abroadhwib permanent

43 “The poor coerced to leave the schoblézavisne novine, 28.12.2008

44 poor in situation to leave school’, Independerwspapers, 28.12.2008
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resident status, and 30.000 of them wants to coame home. Abruptly, there is about half a million
people living in diaspora, who left BIH in the tinbetween 1992-95. The greatest number wishing to
come back home is from Croatia- 3.282 families »r140 people; and 2.724 families or 9.220 people
from Montenegro. In the same way there are 10.@8@gees from Croatia evidenced in the*RSvith
unresolved status. 2,550 families or 7,000 persesstill currently living at collective centefsin
Republic of Srpska, 100 children are still livingrafugee centers without basic living conditioktost

of them are in the municipality of Doboj, while kederation of BiH, the most children are in Tuzla,
Mostar, Zenica an@apljina. Data show that there are 2,750 returnedlifzs in the country who still live
without electricity supply. Out of the total numbefr displaced persons, around 17% are children. The
children of displaced persons live, like their pase in severe living conditions, and this partciy
concerns children of returnees. They encounteriapdidficulties in satisfying their educational én
health needs. The signing of Temporary agreemeritlhiment of needs and rights of the children of
returnees (signed in March 2002) and the enactofeRtamework law (in 2003)and the Framework law
on pre-school education in BIH (in 2007) representsignificant step forward towards full
accomplishment of the right to education of refuged returnee pupils. Still, there is still a largenber

of outstanding issues in respect of education dfli@n. It has not been provided that the ethnaugrof
subjects is taught systematically and in continiritgreas where the number of pupils does not elx2ée
pupils, the number needed to organize the clagsésdanguage of constitutive people. Problenetedl

to transportation and part-taking in transportatosts by parents, who are in no position to caler
education costs, and hence often de-register emilthom the educational process. This refers td-hig
school students. The Revised strategy for impleatiemt of Annex 7 is expected to accelerate thermetu
of the remaining displaced persons and mobilize ghaety in providing resources for the needs of
returnees.

Children in armed conflicts - (recommendation 64)

In spite the efforts shown and significant progreseesolving the problem, mines still represent o
the biggest obstacles to safety of children aridesis, as well as economic and social developmnfethieo
country®’ According to the Strategy of anti-mine action, lea#ion is made that BiH should have been
demined until 2019. The funds necessary to accaempient of this plan amount to average BAM 80
million per annum. Further on, the main disturbfagtor in reaching the goals from the Strategyhes t
lack of finance, lack of political willingness tetspriorities in the country, as well as the de&mninof
international interests. The evaluation is thatdhare still 13,000 locations in BiH with around02200
mines and lethal devices, that effect the safetwrofund 900,000 people. Mines still take lives. The
monthly average number of victims in 2008 was fiicims of mines monthRf. The number of victims
of mine and non-exploding lethal devices in theaa®BIH in 2009 was less than the two previougyea
The greatest number of victims comes from thos&9e89 and 40-60 age groups. Eight children aged 0-
18 years were hurt by mines in the period betwe@f®72-2009. Many NGOs cover programs of
prevention and protection from mines. The Red Cob&iH, RS, FBIH, and BD performs the best job in
this, continually working on prevention and intrathg children to dangers from mines through school
education across BIH and promoting the state catigefor elementary school pupils named “Think-
Mines”, whose final manifestation hosts represérgatof entities and Bko District.

45 News, BHT, 20.06.2011.
46 The Report done by the Associaition of refugeés, Buly 2008.
47 BH Mine Action Center - BHMAC

48 “220,000 mines still threat*, Fokus, December 28)8
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The EUFOR Headquarters, who educated 8.225 childwbile Banja Luka EUFOR educated 17.854

children, both supported this cause by taking gartdifferent manifestations and activities withrieais

associations on promoting programs that raise aveareon the perils of mines.

The network of those who survived mines in BiH haso far helped 2,300 persons injured by mines
and works in continuity on informing the youth abou mine jeopardy at some parts of BiH.
When it comes to the issue of mines, BIH is stilhe most vulnerable country in the Europe.

Economic exploitation and children living on the streets - (recommendation
66)
The problems of economic exploitation of childrenBosnia and Herzegovina are related to children
living and working on the street, that are primasingaged in begging and vagrancy. The legislation
protecting children from economic exploitation égjulated at the entity leV@l The new Law on public
peace and order states that offenders are claksifighree groups — the beggars; those instigating
panhandling and those organizing panhandling. Atingrto data from the BiH Agency for Statistics in
2007, 1,022 children were recorded begging ontiieets in BiH>°
The street begging (4 cases) was for the first pnoeessed before the Court in 2008. These triwle/ed
that this was not solely a social phenomenon, fstead that it contained elements of crime, exgtioit
and abuse of child labor on the street. As a measuprevent panhandling, the Cantonal Court incéen
reached the verdict in November 2007 to temporatify the married couple of their right for instting
their children to engage in street begging. Thesabof the child “labor on the street’” has been in
continuity present in BiH, and this is manifestéough: panhandling, car window washing, sale of
various goods on the street etc. The child beghasga growing trend. Bearing in mind the circumséan
of this performance, this labor could be classifgsda harmful child labor. This type of child abuse
mostly performed by the families, and often chitdil®come victims of organized crime. These children
are deprived of education, hygiene, health and gminlinging. A certain number of children begging o
the streets have not been recorded in the registfidirth; some of them come from other areas and
countries. The data from the Country Report preskat the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey claimait
around 6% of children aged 5-14 years are engagedme sort of labor outside their home. Around 5%
of children are engaged in some sort of family bess, more boys than girls, and more in rural than
urban areas.
The information collected during the research caetell by “The land of children” state that 100-200
children aged 1-15 years, are exposed to economtoitation on a daily basis in large city
environments. Most of these children are Roma dilddue to the fact that Roma are exposed tolsocia
exclusion. Out of interviewed children aged 7-1@rge 75% of them do not go to school, while 25% of
them has never gone to school and do not know bowmrite or read. Almost 80% of these children have
no health insurance, contributing to the fact thé®% of them feels sick or has some health-related
problems. They have not been covered by socialssetem to a great extent of cases.

The findings of the research conducted by the BibQ@dsman in 2009 in 5 cities in BiH (with an aim to
protect children from exploitation in form of begg) point that not a single government institutias a
database nor statistical records about childrergdrsg One of the biggest problems in decrease and
prevention of begging activity is insensibilityclaof interest and ignoring the existence of thisbpem

by the authority representatives, as well as teeth@ind personnel limited capacities of the Sddiatk

49 Law on labor in RS, FBiH and &o District; Criminal law of FBiH, RS and Penaltaw of Brtko district; Public peace and order in
FBiH, Public peace and order law of RS, Public peatd oreder law of Bko District., RS, FBIH and Bko distric Family Law

50 Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovinagi&l welfare 2002-2007., Sarajevo 2008
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Centre. Unfortunately, the good work models witlesth children realized by the NGOs were not
supported by the government institutions and theivival is to a great extend grounded on assistanc
from international donors. The panhandling anddchibuse for these purposes has been present up to
70% at Roma communities in Tuzla Canton. Accordmghformation at our disposal, not a single child
has been used for child pornography.

Drug abuse - (recommendations 68)

The children’s rights Committee expressed its comckie to the alarmingly increasing consumption of
opiates among the youth and recommended the stateaer to initiate a Study on causes and side sffect
of this phenomenon. During the report period sopwradic surveys have been performed by UNICEF,
ESPAD" and some NGOs. The state hasn't initiated theyStadntoxicating habits in BIH.

Drug abuse among under-aged persons in BIH is areasing trend. The problem is that younger
children enter the circle of drug users, and themiggates other negative side effects. The country
responded to this by founding necessary agenciesge with this issue inside the Ministry of safefy
BIH and proposing a Strategy to fight drug abusdiH, for the period 2009-2013. The adoption of
Strategy has provided for a mobilization of a highember of professionals from the government and
non-government sectors in implementation of theygm, primary goal of which was to protect children
from drug abuses and addictions. Within the judsdn of the Ministry of Justice and in accordamgth

the Law on criminal procedure, the Central Reconfiseffective rulings for criminal act of illicit
production, processing and sale of drugs and towias established. In the period from 2005 to 2007,
around one hundred effective verdicts ruled bydberts across BiH for this type of criminal act wer
registered. NGO representatives as well as paseatsen’t satisfied with the penalties given to drug
dealers, bearing in mind the severe consequencgss drave on young people. The BiH Ministry of
Security has established all necessary institutfongackling this problem, and the initiating ués
regarding disruption of drug trafficking channehiom this. BiH still does not own a methodologigal
universal system of tracking and monitoring in tieéd of drug abuse and holds no exact data alyosit t
occurrence. However, it is evident that drug absisecreasing and that the age limit regarding filrsig
experimenting lowered (11-12 years; age fittingfthal elementary school classes.)

According to the data available in BiH, there anerently 9 communes for rehabilitation of drug asli
while there are several centers for detoxicatioth @eatment on methadone for drug addicts (Sarajevo
Zenica, Mostar, Tuzla and Sanski Most).

Sporadic surveys carried out in BiH mostly oftesulefrom program activities of international ardal
nongovernmental organizations show the following:

-Children in BiH are exposed to risk due to exteasivailability of drugs,

-The percentage of children using drugs is risfngnf 11 to 12 years of age),

-The connection between the drug abuse and rigevehile delinquency is extremely high.

The Strategy for drug control and preventiomiefg abuse for the period 2008 — 2012 has beentediop
in the Republic of Srpska. The activities on impdetation of the Strategy are various and aimed at
reduction of drug abuse, reduction of offer, reducbf demand, medical treatment and rehabilitatamn
well as at social reintegration of drug addictsnylahains of production and trafficking in narcetizere
broken. However, new narcotics keep showing upgherdtug market and new trafficking paths are found.
The target of drug dealers is mostly primary armbedary school pupils, while the sale most oftdesa
place — in school yards! The first canter for mdthee treatment of addicts was opened in Doboj. The
plan is to open these centers in every region®RS.

The measures conducted by the country to suppregstihde are insufficient and uncoordinated in the
area of entire BIH, as opposed to well-organizéherand coordinated criminal gangs. The penalties a
still to benign, and the care for rehabilitatiostitutions is not under the state command.

51 ESPAD - European School Survey Project on Alcohdl@ther Drugs, Sarajevo 2008
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Sexual exploitation and trafficking - (recommendations 70, 71 and 72)

According to the data from the Office of the St@mordinator for fight against trafficking of peomed
illegal immigration, out of 41 women who were uded prostitution in BiH during 2007, 73% of them
were from the RS and the FBiH. Out of the total bemof victims of prostitution, 44% of them are
juveniles with origin from BiH. Out of the total &3 victims registered in 2008, only two were fgrei
citizens. They were mostly juveniles coming fromopor dysfunctional families in BiH. It is clearah
BiH is becoming the target destination for the imst of trafficking, and also that the number ofguile
victims from BiH abruptly increased. The governmatentified 46 victims of human traffic in 2009,
while this number decreased to 37 victims in 20a@hat same year, the governing bodies on statd le
pursued and convicted 7 culprits in human traffic,comparison to 11 of them convicted in 2009.
Government services are doing their best to prorbeteer cooperation and coordination through the
Impact group fighting human traffic, which resultedimproved data gathering on human traffic cases.
In September 2010 the authorities suspended thestigation on 17 people accused in human traffic fo
means of sexual exploitation of children from Rotoanmunities, where potential victims are especially
vulnerable. It is alarming the information givente Ministry of internal affairs of the RS thattai 11
registered cases of human trade in the period 20065 10 victims were children. An obstacle is dle
fact that many providers of sexual favors changér tvorking method thus making it harder to identif
the locations of providing this service. The pdealfor them are always meek. NGOs consider that th
real number of these victims is much higher. Bazsedhe evaluation of performed activities under the
Action Plan for fight against trafficking in peopB905-2007, a new State Action Plan for the period
2008- 2012 was made, which contains a number @fctibps and goals in terms of support, prevention,
protection of victims and victimized witnesses, amininal prosecution. The Council of Ministers has
adopted a document “Standardized procedures inindeaith children as victims and victims as
witnesses of human traffic in BiH". The rules hdeen adopted as mandatory standard for protection o
victims of trafficking, who are citizens of Bosnand Herzegovina, and they set working standards
concerning prevention, identification proceduregtection and assistance to victims and victims as
witnesses from BiH. Within the project of Regiofalogram for prevention of children trafficking, the
Office of State Coordinator, Medica Zenica and Sthee Children Norway developed “A manual for
employees of police force, prosecutor’s officegiaoand health institutions - Protection of chddrfrom
human trafficking”. 39 professionals were trainadsurvey “Children speak up” was carried out and 10
potential and identified victims were taken careodl placed at the shelter Medréa.

Child pornography and pedophilia are more commogswaf sexual children abuse through modern
communicating technologies (Internet, mobile phoresl this phenomenon has unfortunately increased.
In 2007 there was not a single case of childremggnaphy recorded, only to be followed by a major
action of Special Investigation Units of the Mimjsbf interior affairs in the end of 2007. Basedtbe
suspicion for organizing juvenile prostitution, 8gple from Derventa (the Derventa file) and Prnjavo
municipality had been arrested. From that periodards, the statistic data of the Ministry of int&rn
affairs of FBIH and RS in 2008 state that pedophgia growing issi& What raises alarming concern is
that the abusers are often people from close Weiparents, close family members, neighbors, ialig
teachers, teachers and trainers, which show tleatgas in a deep moral crisis.

The regional project for suppressing sexual abfishittren “Pandora’s box” resulted in giving a Rep

on the conditions in BIH regarding sexual abusehaifdren for period of 2006-2010. The Report showed
multiple felonies that included children- in RSwvas Production and Displaying of children pornogsap

( 4 felonies); Abuse of children and juveniles fmrnography ( 2 felonies); in FBIH it was- Abuse of
children and juveniles for pornography (26 felohiasd Introducing a child to pornography (6 fel@)ie

52 .Glas Srpske*, August 18 , 2008, State Coordin&ipfighting against trafficking, Report for 2007

53 Report on situation in BiH in relation to sexu@lence against children, Regional project “Paaddrox”,Sarajevo, July 2011
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In BIH there are multiple actions launched to segprpornography through electronic media, named
“Sledgehammer*, which included 48 persons when a bigger amourttaodl disks containing children
pornography was impounded; then there is the chaesearch conducted by members of the Ministry of
internal affairs in an Internet club in Banja Lukahere they removed 18 hard disks; as well as
international actions “EG Stop”, “Hidden” and “Of¥’ after which legal procedures were taken against
people from Derventa, Banja Luka andBy.

TAIEX® conducted several activities in this area, in evafion with some institutions. Apart from the
representatives of the Ministry of Interior of tRRepublic of Srpska, seminar was also attended by
representatives of all law enforcement agencias t8iH, as well as entities and BiH judicial bodide

first trial for sexual abuse of children was heidluzla, in which the Prosecutor called on the @orion

on the Rights of the Child. This is the first inmi@nt in BiH grounded on the international document
Since sexual intercourse with children exceedingdars of age are not subject to punishment urtder t
BiH legislation, the Prosecutor has decided to opthn the UN Convention. The BiH Association of
Prosecutors initiated on several occasions chaofjesgulations, including among others, alteratidn
age limit for (il)legal sexual intercours®.

In 2008, in the Ministry of safety of BIH and Mitig of human rights and refugees of BIH, the pkhn
actions and funds were realized in the budgetrd®emto activate the Action plan to suppress human
trafficking, whilst the planned funds in 2009 weeeluced. Through various projects financed by E#e |
USAID, Government of Norway, IOM, and Save the @teh Norway the funds were raised for the
period of two years to come, in the amount of 1 @00 Euros. The BIH government didn't initiate new
programs on raising awareness on human traffickirgp10, but it did continue a specialized trainofg
military troops in BIH to fight human traffickinggfore going to international peace missions.

Juvenile justice - (recommendations 73 and 74)

The First Country Report concluded that the prormatitg of the new Criminal Code of BiH and the BiH
Law on Criminal Proceeding and also the FBIH Law @©riminal Proceeding and Criminal Code
established a special system of juvenile protedtiarourt proceeding. It also concluded that thenber

of juvenile offenders is in rise, adding there i$ @merging need for separation of criminal-legal
regulations for juveniles. At the end of 2008, gheposal of the law on juvenile perpetrators ofminial
acts and criminal-legal protection of children qmgeniles was developed; it was presented at thdidPu
debate participants of which were also represemstiof the competent government institutions,
international institutions and foreign and locahgovernmental organizations. The law is currentlyhie
enactment procedure.

Special courts for juveniles were not establishediH, but instead special judges for juveniles are
nominated within the existing courts to run thegeding in juvenile offence cases. There is norobnt
system over execution of prison sentences for jiagnneither the rehabilitation program for judeai
after they serve sentences, due to which reashighanumber of recidivists occur. It is still nesasy to
work on alignment of legislation within BiH and d@&s. The FBiH Criminal Code treats possession of
child pornography as a criminal act, while it id tiee case in the RS. This was recorded as a dckwba
and the changes to the RS Criminal Code are ongdhng promulgation of the law per se does not mean
a lot, unless secondary legislation is enacted camdiitions are ensured for the application of @ |
(providing conditions for conducting educationatlahsciplinary measures, admission centers for fema
and male children and the youth, day care cendessiplinary centers, correctional facilities).

54 Independent papers, 01.11.2008, Banja Luka

55 EC Technical assistance instrument and informagiahange

56 http://www.eset.com
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The Law on sanctioning crimes and felonies in BIFBIH, RS and BD commands separate
accommodation of under-aged and adults during tamiviction serving, separate accommodation for
those incarcerated and sentenced, as well as otimglitions for a decent sentence serving. This area
contains the most unresolved issues concerningl pesteutions in FBIH. This specifically applies t
separate accommodation of under-aged people ari,athale and female persons, setting conditions to
enable the rights to leisure and recreation fos¢himcarcerated, as well as education, adequatth hea
care and other basic standards. The first periggport does not mention at all the lack of prewent
work on delinquency behavior of the youth, or latkhe institutions to undertake preventive measure
It only mentions correctional facilities. The sdgidas not as yet identified solution for the iragiag
number of the youth who are on the streets witlamyt supervision, who commit both big and small
offences and who become lost and unable to integvehin the society due to inadequate reactioosfr
the system institutions. As a result of the inddhtstrategic activities on fight against delinquenc
partnership projects between governmental and nargmental sectors have evolved, which led to the
signing of several Protocols on cooperation betwedities and cantonal ministries, Social Work @ent
and nongovernmental organizations running sheltette FBIH and the RS. Data clearly show thatdasi
activities were carried out, namely — strategy wascted, as well as action plans of cantons and
municipalities (to a great extent). There are ificieint funds for more concrete activities. Soasiaifare
services complain on not being properly equipped staffed; on no admission centers for female and
male children and the youth; insufficient resourfm@simplementation of activities with individuaénd
groups of juvenile offenders and for the work wghrents of children; that criminal code does not
incorporate instruments of imposing constraintdresjgarents and juvenile offenders, hence Soc@kw
Centers are unable when parents or juveniles réfuseoperate; lack of institutions in FBIH is anstant
problem. We would like to point at lack of systeimgbreventive measures, that would be realized
amongst children with a special efforts pledged aas inclusion of children under risk in these
activities.

Children belonging to ethnic minorities - (recommendation 76)

Compared with the previous report, it could be notted that some progress has been made at all
places populated by Roma people. However, this proggs is still insufficient for the piled
problems Roma population is facing with. At the bemning of 2007, several Roma
nongovernmental organizations led by the BiH Countiof Roma people and with the
financial and expert support from international organizations and donors, carried out a
relevant research regarding the life of Roma popul@gon in BiH, with a special accent on
housing, employment and some other segments fallinpder fields of existence of this ethnic
minority. The most precious data from this researchis the number of Roma population in
the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The reseah has shown that at least 76,000 Roma
people have lived in BiH in 2007. The data colleaeduring this research unambiguously
imply that although Roma people are the biggest ettic minority in BiH, they are also the
most socially vulnerable minority, according to allparameters the status of any social group
is measured against and defined.

Out of 17 ethnic minorities living in BiH and coitstive peoples, the Roma children are the children

who enroll and complete primary and secondary dahedeast of all other children, while the numbér

Roma people who enrolled university seglis unfortunately insignifican special problem is the state

of awareness amongst Roma people regarding impertafithe health care, prevention of some diseases,

to the same extend as prejudices towards Roma eeoql their discrimination in the BiH society
represent a problem for itself nowadays. In Octd8#)8, Bosnia and Herzegovina signed Declaration on

Accession to Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015d&wng this, BiH has associated with the regional

countries and the EU in obligation to provide adjhts related to housing, education, heaklihecand

employment of the Roma peopleThis was preceded by a number of activities. Bit¢ Council of

Ministers in June 2008 adopted the Action Planrésolving the problems of the Roma people the

same time, the Decision on the establishment of Goerdination Board for implementation and
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monitoring of the Action Plan was made and Decilamabn BiH accession to “Decade of Roma Inclusion
2005-2015" was adopted. The amount of BAM 630 wmiillshould beinvestal within the program
Decade for Roma peopla BiH, and the resources will be intended forotesig housing, educational,
health needs and employment problEm3hese Action Plans were a requirement for Bitdgply to the
Program Decade of Roma 2005-2015. The Roma Cehirezta Canton worked on development of the
Action plan together with the representatives off@drom the BiH Council of Ministers, Roma Centre
from Kakanj and RS Association of Roma. A numbewofkshops were organized at all municipalities
of Tuzla Canton in partnership and organized byHbman Rights Bureau. The workshops were aimed at
ensuring participation of all ethnic minoritiesMtnicipal Councils in elections. At the Round table
ethnic minorities, the Chairman of the Council tifréc minorities at the BiH Parliament stressed tha
primary task of Roma in BiH was to preserve the Rogthnic identity, fight for the change of BiH
Constitution and BiH Election Law, which disabledrRa, but also other ethnic minorities, to partitépa
in political life of the state. The NGO “Bospo” pented the book “History, culture and tradition of
Roma” in Tuzla, while EuroRom presented the broeramd short film dealing with Roma customs in the
territory of Tuzla municipality. Several municigas from FBiH also built specific number of hoogi
units for Roma families; they also provide Romaddriein who go to school with textbooks and didactic
aids, and some municipalities even grant scholpssfihe support to Roma children who go to school
was shown by many NGOs and special thanks goe&daocation builds BIH'NGO and so far 454
scholarships were granted for Roma children- strect in the class of elementary and high school
students, as well as university. There are abo@0®6Roma in the RS, only 2% of whom are working.
Apart from this, there are significant steps forvar various fields, such as: the first Roma magazvas
published under the title “Black and white worldi Roma and local language. The City of Banja Luka
has provided free textbooks for 24 primary schaglils, while Roma students were given the amount of
BAM 500 to purchase necessary textbooks. The Gitydiso provided for free school meals during the
entire school year to all Roma primary school mp#lll Roma children in Banja Luka who turned 7
years go to school. Many activities were perfornmed008 to improve living conditions of Roma thanks
to the European Union projects that were specifiedker the World Decade of Roma.

\ Conclusions and recommendations for Special care msures:

* The problem of drug addiction still exists. The ¢coumes for assistance to drug addicts|are
full. The NGO sector is still taking care of theapart from Sarajevo Canton.
* The increase of trafficking in women within the Blbbrders has been recorded. The
penalties for these offences are meek.
* The process of return has not been finalized. Tdwntty must provide conditions for
sustainable return, integration and support of adoi of refugees, displaced children and
returnee children.
* A specific number of children in BiH still live inollective (alternative) centers, almost (14
years following completion of war conflict, manyfugee families live without basic living
conditions.
*  The monthly toll of people who died from mines2@08 was five people. The economic
exploitation of children is the most frequent ir torm of street begging. The number| of
detected cases of sexual abuse of children andpéidochas been ascending in BiH.
* The increase in brutal offences of juveniles hanbecorded. No prevention, rehabilitation
and juvenile admission measures are performed s#teing the sentence, and therefore| the
number of recidivists amongst delinquents is high.

57 “Glas Srpske” newspapers, 8.8. 2008.
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Within the shortest time frame possible, it is resegy to ensure locations and resoufces
for juvenile institutions in FBIH, the admissionnters for boys and girls and the youth,

day care centers, disciplinary centers, correctamilities for male and female users,|to

team-up multidisciplinary teams at the Social W@#nters to exclusively treat children
and the youth with behavioral disturbances, anthitate addenda to regulations dealing
with juvenile delinquency, in which the elementscohstraint upon parents and juvenile
perpetrators of criminal acts to cooperate with ®ecial Work Centers would be
incorporated. It is especially important to provitleancial means for preventive work on
suppressing pre-delinquent behavior of young, opeoation with the NGO sector.
Though somewhat improved, the level of inclusionRafma people in education is still
insufficient. The problem of registering newbornnio children is still unresolved, even
though the measures of registration have been siegplo a certain extent.

List of acronyms and abbreviations

NGO -
BiH -

UN —
CRC -
AP —

EU -

RS -
FBiH —
BD —
MTDS —
UNICEF —
NATO —
OSCE -
UNHCR —
SCN —
MICS —
GDP —

Non-governmental organisation

Bosnia and Herzegovina

United Nations
Convention of the Rights of the Child
Action Plan

European Union

Republic of Srpska

Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brcko District in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mid-term development strategy

United Nations Children’s Fund

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
Organisation of Security and Co-operation in Europe
United Nations Refugee Agency

Save the Children Norway

Multiple Cluster Survey

Gross domestic product
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