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1.   Please advise whether there were many journalists operating in the Swat Valley in 
July 2008 due to the Taliban? Were many incidents in the Swat reported during this 
time? 

Journalism in the Swat in 2008/2009 

While no exact statistics have been located on the number of journalist operating in the Swat 
Valley in 2008 compared to previous years, sources do confirm that working as a journalist in 
the valley was significantly more dangerous and difficult than previous years. A press release 
issued by the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) in January 2008 states places such 
as Swat had seen an “exodus of journalists”. The PFUJ states that “journalists have 
increasingly become targets for kidnappings and killings throughout Pakistan, however it has 
been particularly true in provinces and regions where the ‘Taliban in Pakistan’ (TIP) have 
either seized power or are in conflict with the Pakistan Army. Consequently, places such as 
Waziristan, Bajaur, and Swat have seen an exodus of journalists… Reporting [has] become 
most difficult in the militancy hit areas like Wana, Waziristan, Swat and the nearby areas.”1  
 
A September 2008 report by Reporters Without Borders quotes an anonymous “national daily 
correspondent” in the district of Dir, adjacent to the Swat Valley, who states that journalists 
can no longer leave their homes, making it “impossible to contact anyone to get information.” 
The reporter adds that “[t]he Taliban have it in for us because they were used to intimidating 
us to get us to report what they said. When we learned that 10 Taliban had been killed, they 
made us say only one was killed. When the Taliban said they had killed 20 soldiers and we 
asked for proof, they refused to give us any… [a]nd their leaders used to interrogate us when 
our newspapers referred to them as Taliban.”2 

A March 2009 report in Al Jazeera describes the Swat Valley as a “media vacuum”, citing the 
killing of journalists, the shutting down of cable television, and “even music outlets selling 
CDs have been put out of business.”3 Reporters Without Borders made similar statements in 
May 2009, reporting that “[l]ocal newspapers have stopped publishing for safety reasons. 
                                                 
1 Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists 2009, ‘Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists terms 2007 as the bad year 
for journalists’ 2008, Asian Human Rights Commission website, 4 January 
http://www.ahrchk.net/statements/mainfile.php/2008statements/1315/ – Accessed 21 January 2010 – Attachment 
1 
2 Reporters sans Frontieres 2008, ‘Journalist killed in Swat valley, situation getting worse in Bajaur and North 
Waziristan as well’, 1 September – Attachment 2 
3 ‘Media vacuum in Swat Valley’ 2009, Al Jazeera, 18 March 
http://english.aljazeera.net/programmes/listeningpost/2009/03/200937114151666838.html – Accessed 21 
January 2010 – Attachment 3 
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National newspapers are no longer being distributed. Cable television is not working.”4 An 
article by International Freedom of Expression eXchange quotes Ghulam Farooq, the editor of 
the local daily Shamal, as stating that “[a]ll the newspapers based in Swat have stopped 
publishing for security reasons, because the situation is extremely dangerous. What’s more, 
the curfew makes it impossible for our staff to move about.” The same article also quotes the 
president of the Swat Press Club, Salahuddin Khan, who indicates that journalists are under 
threat from both the Islamic militants and the national authorities; “[w]e are leaving Swat as 
we are under direct threat from all sides”.5 Khan’s remarks about the danger imposed by the 
authorities has merit; Reporters without Border stated that Muhammad Shoaib, a journalist for 
the local newspaper Khabar Kar, was shot dead by soldiers on 8 November 2008.6  

A February 2009 report by the Committee to Protect Journalists states that at least five 
journalists were killed in Pakistan in 2008, including two in the Swat Valley: Siraj Uddin, 
from The Nation, was among more than forty people killed in a suicide bombing at a funeral 
in Mingora; Abdul Aziz Shaheen, from the Urdu-language daily Azadi, was “killed in an 
August 29 Pakistani airstrike that hit a Taliban lockup in the Swat Valley where the journalist 
was being held captive.”7 A March 2009 report by International Media Support states that 
“[m]ilitants have become brutal, especially in the south of Swat. Journalists have started to 
carry guns…Two journalists have been killed in the past three months. On 18 February, a TV 
reporter from the TV-station ‘Geo’ was shot dead just two days after the provincial 
government and the Taliban had agreed that Sharia law would be imposed on the valley in 
return for armistice.”8 Detailed information on the death of Abdul Aziz Shaheen is contained 
in a report by the Committee to Protect Journalists.9 A separate article by the Committee to 
Protect Journalists names the Geo TV journalist as Musa Khankhel.10  

In January 2009 it was reported that the house of a Swat-based journalist, referred to only as 
Hameedullah, was blown up by Islamic militants.11 

News Reporting in the Swat in mid-2008 

The reporting of stories and events in Swat did continue throughout 2008; however, many of 
these stories appear to avoid naming or criticising local militant Islamic groups/militias. Apart 
from the fear of death, sources indicate that a number of other obstacles to the reporting of 
events were in place by mid 2008, including a valley-wide curfew, ‘Taliban’ minders, and the 
increasing reluctance of locals to speak to journalists. International Media Support reported in 
March 2009 that “[t]alking to a journalist can be dangerous for the locals, because the 
militants are well organised and fully aware of the effects of bad media coverage. Often the 

                                                 
4 Reporters sans Frontieres 2009, ‘Media in danger in Swat valley’, 6 May http://www.rsf.org/Media-in-danger-
in-Swat-valley,32943.html – Accessed 20 January 2010 – Attachment 4 
5 ‘Journalists flee Swat Valley’ 2009, International Freedom of Expression eXchange, 13 May 
http://www.ifex.org/pakistan/2009/05/13/swat_valley_flee/ – Accessed 20 January 2010 – Attachment 5 
6 Reporters sans Frontieres 2008, ‘Journalist shot dead in the Swat Valley’, 10 November – Attachment 6 
7 Committee to Protect Journalists 2009, ‘Attacks on the Press in 2008: Pakistan’, CPJ website, 10 February 
http://www.cpj.org/2009/02/attacks-on-the-press-in-2008-pakistan.php – Accessed 21 January 2010 – 
Attachment 7 
8 International Media Support 2009, ‘Taleban rule the radio waves in Swat’, IMS website, 11 March 
http://www.i-m-s.dk/article/taleban-rule-radio-waves-swat – Accessed 21 January 2010 – Attachment 8 
9 Committee to Protect Journalists 2008, ‘Abdul Aziz Shaheen’, CPI website, 29 August 
http://cpj.org/killed/2008/abdul-aziz-shaheen.php – Accessed 21 January 21 2010 – Attachment 9 
10 Committee to Protect Journalists 2009, ‘Journalist Musa Khankhel shot to death’, 18 February – Attachment 
10 
11 ‘Two killed, journalist’s house blown up in Swat’ 2009, The Daily Times, source: Agence France Presse, 6 
January – Attachment 11 
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journalists have a militant standing by their side when they interview people. This of course 
limits the questions that journalists can ask.”12 

As stated earlier, it appears all locally based papers had closed by 2008, leaving only a few 
national dailies to continue reporting news from Swat.13 News events related to the gradual 
takeover of the Swat Valley does continue in mid 2008; however, given the sheer volume of 
incidents, only events that result in deaths, the economic collapse of the valley14, or symbolic 
stories such as the blowing up of girls’ schools tends to be reported in the national dailies.15 
Such reports rarely appear to include the author’s name and also refrain from naming any of 
the ‘Taliban’ groups operating the in valley as culprits, leaving the reader to infer the culprit. 
One example is a July 2008 report in Dawn on the destruction of a girls’ school in the Swat by 
“unknown persons”, despite the fact that it was well known that Islamic militants were 
conducting a campaign of destroying girls’ schools throughout the valley: “[u]nknown 
persons damaged yet another government girls middle school and a women’s vocational 
centre at Garroo area in Tehsil Kabal of Swat Valley early Thursday, Matta police said. The 
explosives planted near the school and vocational centre were detonated by a remote device 
with resultant damage to structures of both the buildings.”16 Events, such as a rocket/grenade 
attack on a car resulting in no damage or deaths, appear less likely to be reported in Pakistan’s 
national dailies in mid-2008. 

2.   What is the reach of the Swat-based ‘Taliban’ throughout the rest of Pakistan? Are 
there any reports of Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariah-Mohammadi (TNSM) and other 
Taliban harming people who have relocated elsewhere in Pakistan?  

As stated previously in RRT Country Advice PAK35880, the term ‘Taliban’ has been 
employed by both the Pakistan and international media as shorthand for a number of Pakistan-
based militant Islamic groups promoting Sharia law, a theocratic state, or violent jihad. The 
two main militant Islamic groups that have operated in the Swat Valley in recent years have 
been the ethnically Pushtun Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariah-Mohammadi (TNSM) and, to a lesser 
extent, the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).17 Groups such as Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and Sipah-
e-Sahaba are overwhelmingly Punjabi and have focussed their attention on towns and cities in 
the Punjab. There is no evidence that either group has had any presence in any of the regions 
of the Malakand Division of North West Frontier Province that includes Swat. Laskar-e 
Toiba, perhaps Pakistan’s most notorious militant group, has overwhelmingly focussed its 
attention on Kashmir and India. While evidence exists that the TTP has begun to cooperate 
with Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and Sipah-e-Sahaba in conducting operations in the Punjab, there are 
no reports that the TNSM has begun operations outside of Malakand/Swat. 

Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariah-Mohammadi (TNSM)  

RRT Country Advice PAK35880 includes information on the fortunes of the TNSM since the 
beginning of the April 2009 offensive in the Swat Valley. Included in the sources is a 

                                                 
12 International Media Support 2009, ‘Taleban rule the radio waves in Swat’, IMS website, 11 March 
http://www.i-m-s.dk/article/taleban-rule-radio-waves-swat – Accessed 21 January 2010 – Attachment 8 
13 ‘Journalist shot dead in the Swat Valley’ 2008, Reporters sans Frontieres, 10 November – Attachment 6 
14 Shah, S.Q. 2008, ‘Peshawar: Rot sets in for Swat fish farmers’, Dawn News Group, 24 June 
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/journalist-killed-in-swat--za 
– Accessed 20 January 2010 – Attachment 12 
15 Kumar, U.J. 2009, ‘Swat: A Chronology Since 2006’, Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies website, 
http://www.ipcs.org/pdf_file/issue/SR68-Final.pdf – Accessed 27 January 2010 – Attachment 13  
16 ‘Girls school, ‘Dastakari’ centre blown up in Swat valley’ 2008, Dawn News Group, source: AAP, 3 July 
http://www.dawn.com/2008/07/03/rss.htm – Accessed 20 January 2010 – Attachment 14 
17 RRT Country Advice 2009, Country Advice PAK35880, 23 December – Attachment 15   
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November 2009 report in Dawn sourced from the BBC News that states that the TNSM 
military leader Maulana Fazlullah is in hiding in Afghanistan.18 Furthermore, Sufi 
Mohammad, the founder of the TNSM is currently back in custody by Pakistani authorities, 
awaiting trial on charges of sedition.19 In September 2009 Dawn reported that Maulana 
Safiullah, “a close associate of TNSM chief Maulana Sufi Mohammad”, surrendered to 
Pakistani authorities in September 2009.20 Dawn reported in December 2009 that five of the 
eleven TNSM governing Shura has been captured and one has been killed since the army 
offensive began in April 2009.21 The capacity of the TNSM to pursue targets outside of Swat 
and Peshawar has been greatly reduced by the events of 2009 and all published rhetoric from 
Maulana Fazlullah has focussed on the re-taking Swat. 

A diaspora of lower-ranking Swat militants has been created throughout Pakistan. The 
Peshawar-based AVT Khyber TV reported on 2 December 2009 that local authorities suspect 
that militants who had escaped the Swat conflict were now living in rental accommodation in 
Peshawar.22 In January 2010 API reported that a number of Malakand/Swat “terrorists” have 
fled to South Waziristan and Karachi. API quotes Major General Ashfaq Nadeem as stating 
that intelligence agencies were hunting for “terrorists” in Karachi and some had already been 
arrested.23 An article in The Washington Post in December 2009 reports that attacks against 
militants in “Pakistan’s mountainous tribal areas are establishing new, smaller cells in the 
heart of the country and have begun carrying out attacks nationwide.”24 This does not, 
however, appear to include formerly Swat-based militants. No sources have been located that 
suggest that this diaspora is being coordinated by Maulana Fazlullah or others to pursue low 
profile targets throughout Pakistan. 

High profile anti-Taliban politicians from the Swat Valley do appear to remain targets for 
assassination by Islamic militants; the most recent being the killing of Shamsher Ali from the 
Awami National Party on 1 December 2009 by a suicide bomber.25 In late December 2009 a 
Brigadier in the Pakistan Army was assassinated in Islamabad by “[t]wo assailants on a 
motorbike” according to The New York Times. No one has been arrested in connection with 
the killing, no reason for the killing has been released, nor have any Islamic militant groups 
claimed responsibility. The New York Times does state that the killing of the officer “attack 
appeared to be a direct reprisal against the army’s current offensive against militants in the 
rugged tribal region of South Waziristan.” Furthermore, “[e]arlier this year, he had been 
involved in the planning of military operations in Swat and Bajaur. He was also involved in 
                                                 
18 ‘Fazlullah escapes to Afghanistan, vows revenge’ 2009, Dawn News Group, 18 November 
http://www.dawnnews.net/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/13+fazlullah+escapes+to+afghanistan-za-01 – Accessed 17 December 2009 – 
Attachment 16 
19 Khan, H. 2009, ‘Sufi Mohammad booked for sedition By Sunday’, Dawn News Group, 2 August 
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/09-police-file-
charges-against-sufi-mohammad--szh-04 – Accessed 7 December 2009 – Attachment 17 
20 ‘TNSM chief patron Safiullah surrenders’ 2009, Dawn News Group, 4 September 
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/09-tnsm-chief-
patron-safiullah-surrenders--szh-10 – Accessed 7 December 2009 – Attachment 18 
21 ‘Swat attack’ 2009, Dawn, 2 December http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/12-swat+attack--bi-01 – Accessed 17 December 2009 – Attachment 19 
22 ‘Pakistani Taleban escaping Swat in guise of displaced people’ 2009, BBC Monitoring Service, source: AVT 
Khyber TV, 2 December – Attachment 20 
23 ‘Swat Taliban might be setting up base in Karachi’ 2010, Thaindian, source: ANI, 9 January 
http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/south-asia/swat-taliban-might-be-setting-up-base-in-
karachi_100301327.html – Accessed 22 January 2010 – Attachment 21 
24 Witte, G. & Warrick, J. 2009, ‘Insurgents forced out of Pakistan’s tribal havens form smaller cells in heart of 
nation’, The Washington Post, 19 December – Attachment 22 
25 Masood, S. 2009, ‘Provincial politician is slain in Pakistan’, The New York Times, 1 December – Attachment 
23 
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the Red Mosque operation in Islamabad in 2007 when government troops fought militants 
holed up inside the mosque and madrasa compounds.”26 Despite the connection with Swat, 
the Brigadier appears to have been a targeted due to his overall contribution to the fight 
against militant groups and is therefore a high-profile, high-value target. 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan is one of Pakistan’s most notorious and active militant Islamic 
movements. Based primarily in the tribal regions along the border with Afghanistan, the TTP 
has conducted numerous terrorist attacks throughout Pakistan. The TTP have also maintained 
a chapter based in the Swat Valley, with a number of sources stating that the TTP cooperated 
with the TNSM to impose Sharia law and virtual autonomy in the Swat Valley until April 
2009. As a nation-wide organisation, the TTP are logistically more capable of pursuing targets 
throughout Pakistan than the TNSM. Indeed, in January 2010 it was reported in The Nation 
that “[o]ver seventy important personalities including governors, incumbent and former chief 
ministers, leaders of political parties, sitting inspector generals of police and heads of 
paramilitary forces are on the hit list of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)”.27 The hit list does 
not, however, appear to include minor critics of the TTP. 

Like the TNSM, the fortunes of the Swat chapter of the TTP have declined since the April 
2009 offensive. In late December it was reported that Shah Doran, a leader of the Tehreek-e-
Taliban in the Swat Valley had died of cancer.28 On 2 January 2010 The Nation reported that 
Fiaz Khan, a Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N) candidate for Constituency PF-53 (Swat 4) 
has been arrested due to “his alleged link with Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan.”29 More 
significantly, in December 2009 ANI reported that the Swat chapter of the Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) has announced that “it is ready to accept the Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan as a mediator for talks with the government in order to restore peace in 
the region.”30  
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26 Perlez, J. & Masood, S. 2009, ‘Pakistani Brigadier assassinated in the Capital’, The New York Times, 22 
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