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I. Background and framework

A. Scopeof international obligations

International human rightstreaties’

Not ratified/not

Satus during previous cycle

Action after review

accepted

Ratification,
accession or
succession

ICERD (1966)
ICESCR (2000)
ICCPR (2000)

ICCPR-OP 2

CEDAW (1986)

CAT (2000)

OP-CAT (signature only, 2006)
CRC (1990)

OP-CRC-AC (signature only,

2003)

OP-CRC-SC (signature only, 2003)
ICRMW (2000)

CRPD (signature only, 2007)
CPED (signature only, 2007)

Reservations, CAT
declarationsand/or  (Declaration, art.30, para.1,2000)
under standings

ICCPR,
art 41 (2000)

ICCPR-OP 1,
art. 1 (2000)

CAT,
arts. 20, 21 and 22 (2000)

OP-CRPD,
arts. 1 and 6 (signature only, 2007)

CPED,
arts. 30, 31, 32 and 33
(signature only, 2007)

OP-ICESCR, ICERD,
arts.1, 10 and 11 art. 14

(signature only, 2009) 5, o

OP-CEDAW, arts. 5,12 and 13
arts. 1 and 8 (2011) ICRMW,

arts. 76 and 77

Complaint
procedures, inquiry
and urgent action®

Other main relevant international instruments

Satus during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified

Ratification, Convention on the Prevention and ILO Convention No.1954 and 1961 Stateless
accessionor  Punishment of the Crime of Genocide38 Persons Conventiohs
succession

Rome Statute of the International Palermo Protocd|

Criminal Court Additional Protocol Il to

the 1949 Geneva
Conventions®

Convention on refugeés
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Satus during previous cycle Action after review Not ratified

Geneva Conventions of 12 August UNESCO Convention
1949 and Additional Protocol | and Il against Discrimination in
theretd Education

ILO fundamental conventiohs ILO Convention No. 169

11

ILO Convention No. 189

12

1. Noting Ghana’s commitment made in the univepsalodic review (UPR) in 2008

(A/HRC/8/36), the Committee against Torture (CABcommended that Ghana ratify
CRPD and CPEFCAT also encouraged Ghana to ratify ICCPR-®B&d accelerate the
ratification process of OP-CAT.

2. UNHCR recommended that Ghana accede to the 48841961 Stateless Persons
Conventions®

Consgtitutional and legidative framewor k

3. UNICEF stated that Ghana’'s 1992 Constitution wagewed during a process
which started in 2010 and concluded in late 201ke Teview was conducted with a
particular focus on the provisions affecting chélidis rights'’

4. CAT noted Ghana's efforts to reform its legiglatto ensure better protection of
human rights, such as the amendment to the Humafficking Act (Act 694) in 2009,
bringing the definition of trafficking in line witthe Palermo Protocél.

5. CAT welcomed the fact that in February 2011 Gharade the declaration under
article 34, (6) of the Protocol to the African Clearon Human and Peoples’ Rights
accepting the competence of the African Court ommBii and Peoples' Rights to receive
and examine cases from individuals and non-goventaherganizations’

Institutional and human rightsinfrastructure and policy measures

Status of national human rightsinstitutions 2

National human rightsinstitution Satus during previous cycle Satus during present cycl et

Commission on Human Rights and A (2001) A (November 2008)
Administrative Justice of Ghana

6. While noting that Ghana accepted the UPR recamdat@n to strengthen the

Commission on Human Rights and Administrative #es(CHRAJ), CAT was concerned

that CHRAJ did not receive adequate funding andmeoended that Ghana strengthen
CHRAJ's independence, by providing adequate opwgaliudget, and ensuring its full

compliance with the Paris Principl&s.
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7. CAT encouraged Ghana to accelerate the designatf a national preventive
mechanism for the prevention of torture and otheelg inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment?

8. UNICEF stated that while many government mirgstrdepartments and agencies
are involved in various aspects of child protectithere are inadequate mechanisms for
coordination and referr&l.

9. CAT regretted the absence of comprehensive sagjgregated data on complaints,
investigations, prosecutions and convictions inesaef torture, ill-treatment, violence
against women, trafficking and harmful traditioqahctices. It recommended that Ghana
compile statistical data to monitor the implemeptaf the Conventioff. UNICEF raised
similar concerrt®

10. CAT recommended that Ghana provide traininglkgublic servants, particularly
the Police and law enforcement officials, on then@mtion provisions; and to all relevant
personnel, including medical personnel, on the Mam the Effective Investigation and
Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman Regrading Treatment or
Punishment (Istanbul Protocél).

II.  Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

A. Cooperation with treaty bodies®

1. Reporting status

Concluding Latest report
observationsincluded submitted since  Latest concluding
Treaty body in previous review previousreview  observations Reporting status
CERD March 2003 -- -- Eighteenth to nineteenth
reports overdue since 2006
CESCR -- -- -- Initial report overdue since
2003
HR Committee  -- 2011 -- Initial report pending
consideration
CEDAW Aug. 2006 -- -- Sixth and seventh reports
overdue since 2011
CAT -- 2009 May 2011 Second report due in 2015
CRC Jan. 2006 - -- Third to fifth reports overdue
since 2011
CMW -- -- -- Initial report overdue since
2004
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Responses to specific follow-up requests by treaty bodies

Concluding observations

Treaty body Duein  Subject matter Submitted in

CAT 2012 Legal aid defence lawyers; persons degrofeheir liberty --
registration; alternative treatment in psychiatacilities; and
harmful traditional practices, including female gahmutilation

Cooperation with special procedures®

Satus during previous cycle Current status
Sanding invitation Yes
Visits undertaken Violence against Women (2007) Health (May 2011)
Visitsagreed to in principle Slavery (2013)
Visits requested Working Group on the use of Adequate housing (2009)

mercenaries ( 2006 , 2007)
Education (2007)

Responsesto letters of During the period under the review, one communicatvas sent.
allegations and urgent appeals  The Government replied to this communication

Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights

11. A representative of Ghana’s Ministry of Justiparticipated in the regional
conference for West and Central Africa on the U&ganized by the OHCHR West Africa
Regional Office (WARO) in cooperation with UNDPJaly 2010.

I mplementation of international human rights obligations

Equality and non-discrimination

12.  UNDP indicated that Ghana has demonstrated d¢mnemt to the principle of equal
participation of men and women by adopting an Affitive Action Policy that requires 40
per cent representation of women on all governrbeatds, commissions, committees and
other political offices. However, the Affirmativecfion Policy has no legal backing. Out of
the 230 parliamentarians, only 19, representinditefger cent, are female, and in the
District Assemblies, out of the 4,734 elected DastrAssembly members, only 478
representing about 10 per cent are ferfale.

13.  In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts on thepkgation of Conventions and
Recommendations (ILO Committee of Experts) noteat the Government had not taken
the opportunity of the revision of the Educationt 008 to prohibit discrimination in
education on the basis of all the grounds listedaiiticle 1, paragraph 1 (a) of ILO
Convention No. 111. The ILO Committee of Expertkeslsthe Government to take the
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necessary measures to ensure that such provisitinsewincluded in the Education Act
and encouraged it to continue its efforts to praaatcess of girls and women to education
and training®*

14. UNAIDS stated that there are no explicit lawstecting the rights of PLHIV
(people living with HIV). Several acts strengthdre tConstitutional prohibition against
discrimination, but they do not address the isdudlg/AIDS-based discrimination. It also
stated that the laws and policies need to addrefsacized groups, including MSM (men
who have sex with men) and certain professions s@agtcommercial sex work. The
activities of these groups are criminalized, whichibits the development of mechanisms
to prevent discrimination against thém.

B. Righttolife, liberty and security of the person

15. CAT invited Ghana to consider abolishing thatlepenalty or to formalize its
current de facto moratoriufh.

16.  CAT regretted that the offence of torture, aéredd in article 1 of the Convention,
has not been included in Ghana's Criminal Codeetbmmended that Ghana establish
torture as an offence in its domestic law; adomteéinition of torture that includes all
elements of the Convention; and make punishablie sffences by appropriate penaltiés.

17. CAT was concerned at the absence of legal giong ensuring that the prohibition
against torture is not derogated under any circantgts, and recommended that Ghana
incorporate in the Constitution and other laws ghiciple of absolute prohibition of
torture®

18. With regard to the 1975 Evidence Decree (NRCI3)3 which regulates the
admission/consideration of evidence in legal prdoess but does not refer to torture, CAT
recommended that Ghana ensure that its laws arsistemt with Convention against
Torture and explicitly exclude any evidence obtdias a result of torturé.

19. CAT was gravely concerned about the high Iiadd of torture in detention centres
and legislation allowing caning or flogging. It edy Ghana to investigate, prosecute and
punish all acts of torture; and ensure that torisireot used by law enforcement personnel,
by reaffirming the absolute prohibition of tortuaed publicly condemning its practite

20. CAT was concerned at the high levels of occapam most detention centres; lack
of staff, poor health and hygiene conditions, impdge health-care services, and shortage
of bedding and food. It regretted the lack of imfiation on the causes of deaths in prison
and on the conditions of detention for migrantshwitegular administrative status. CAT
recommended that Ghana ensure that conditions @htien are compatible with the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prissneemedy prison overcrowding, by
instituting alternatives to custodial sentenceqriomne and expand the prison infrastructure
and the remand centres; increase the number afipoicials; ensure high quality medical
assistance to detainees; and review all legal pimw which authorize caning or flogging
with a view to abolishing therf.

21. CAT was concerned about the: inadequate tredtofemental health patients; and
poor living conditions in psychiatric institutiongarticularly at Accra Psychiatric Hospital.
It was also concerned a the situation of personsittetl by a court order, who have been
abandoned for years; and persons remaining in tabdpng after they should have been
discharged, due to lack of after-care or altermatecure settings. It recommended that
Ghana improve the living conditions of patients gaychiatric institutions; ensure no
psychiatric confinement; place such patients umgerdianship; review the lawfulness of
the admission and detention of all persons in hedafistitutions; ensure visits by
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independent monitoring bodies to guarantee theguropplementation of the safeguards;
and develop alternative forms of treatment, esfig@ammunity-based treatmetit.

22.  CAT called upon Ghana to establish an indepanadational system to monitor all
places of deprivation of liberty; and strengthee tooperation with, and support to, non-
governmental organizations undertaking monitorictivaies

23.  While noting measures adopted to ensure congdiawith due process, CAT

recommended that Ghana guarantee that the fundaimlegal safeguards for persons
detained by the police are respected, includingitite to be informed of reasons for arrest;
the right to appear before a judge within the tiimét prescribed by law; and the right to

an independent medical examination or a doctoheif town choice. It also recommended
that Ghana guarantee the habeas corpus to alhddtgiersons, record all interrogations;
expand the number of legal and defence lawyersstexgall persons deprived of their
liberty; periodically inspect custody records atig@ and prison facilities; and guarantee
the privacy and confidentiality of medical inforroat.*

24.  CAT was concerned at the: widespread violegeénat women, including domestic
violence; partial implementation of the Domesticodnce Act (2007); and Ghana's
reluctance to criminalize marital rape. It urgeda@a to investigate, bring to trial and
punish the perpetrators; protect and assist thimsc ensure the effective functioning of
the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit ofethiPolice Service; strengthen
awareness-raising and educational efforts on simknce for officials working with the
victims and the public; and enact legislation criatizing marital rapé&.

25. UN Women indicated that female genital mutiatiFGM) is practiced among
some ethnic groups in northern Ghana. About ningéS@er cent of Ghana’s population
belongs to groups who practice FGM, mostly conegeatt in the Northern, Upper East, and
Upper West region§.UNICEF indicated that existing legislation calléat sentences of
three years for those found committing the practice

26. CAT stated that there are still 123,000 rembromses of FGM. It remained
concerned at the incompatibility between Ghanastamary law and traditional practices
and the respect for fundamental rights and libertle was particularly concerned about
women being accused of practicing witchcraft, whe subjected to violence, including
mob violence, burning and lynching, and who areddrto leave their communities and
sent to so-called “witch camps”. It was also conedrabout violence against widows, who
are often deprived of their inheritance and sule@¢d humiliating and abusive widowhood
rites. It urged Ghana to prevent and combat hartrdiditional practices, including FGM in
rural areas, and ensure their investigation andgmuation of perpetrators; provide victims
with legal, medical, psychological and rehabilitatservices and compensation, and create
adequate conditions for complaint; train the judgessecutors, law enforcement officials
and community leaders on criminalization of harmiiditional practices and violence
against women; and ensure compatibility betweetoowery law and practices with human
rights obligations®

27. The Special Rapporteur on the right to heattommended that Ghana seek new
methods of enforcing laws prohibiting harmful “titahal practices,” especially those that
discriminate against women, including trokosi @itenslavement of girls wherein teenage
girls are pledged to a period of service at a leglaine to atone for another family
member’s sins) and female genital mutilation.

28.  UNICEF indicated that Ghanaian law does pecatiporal punishment, “provided it
is justifiable, reasonable in kind or in degreecading to the age, physical and mental
condition of the child” and that the Ministry of &chtion’s code of conduct for teachers
permits caning and that there is evidence to suggest that adpé#tgjcularly parents,
believe that physical punishment of children igitical component of child-rearif§CAT
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expressed concern at the widespread use of corponghment within the family, schools
and alternative care settings and recommendedcéplprohibiting corporal punishment
of children in all setting¥.

29. In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts notedinfation provided by Ghana that a
total of 305 children below the age of 18 yearsemsithdrawn from trokosi from 2001 to
2009 and requested Ghana to continue taking imreediad effective measures to prevent
the engagement of children into trokosi and to goutend to this traditional practice as a
matter of urgencsy.

30. Noting that the Criminal Code does not speglific establish offences related to
pornography or pornographic performances by a childer 18, the ILO Committee of
Experts requested the Government to take the regesseasures to specifically prohibit
the use, procuring or offering of a child for theoguction of pornography and for
pornographic performances. It also requested tetapimvisions establishing appropriate
penalties for these worst forms of child labdr.

31. UNICEF stated that, by far, the biggest emplayfechild labour in Ghana is the
cocoa industry, the country’s main economic actiMiNICEF also indicated that perhaps
the most hazardous work activities in which chitdoan be found to be engaged in Ghana
are small-scale and illegal artisanal mining openst also known as glamsey. Many
operators of these illegal mines engage large ntsntechildren between the ages of 10
and 18 years, including gir?s.

32. UNICEF stated that it is estimated that as nm&s$0,000 children are living and/or

working in the streets. Nearly half of them arerfdun the Greater Accra region. There are
also some in the second largest city, Kumasi. M&trget children are illiterate and either
victimized by sexual predators or turn to commérsiex as a way to make a living,

exposing them to great risks, including violenarjaus physical and psychological harm,
and sexually transmitted diseases, including 1V

33. The ILO Committee of Experts noted Ghana’s rimi@tion that child victims of
Kayaye (girls given for fosterage who finally eng@ working in the street) had been
rehabilitated and provided with assistance and estgdl Ghana to continue its efforts to
eliminate this cultural practicé.

34. CAT and UNICEF expressed concern at interna empss-border trafficking of
women and children for the purpose of sexual efgioin or forced labout> Ghanaian
children are particularly trafficked to neighbowgirtountries for domestic service and
exploitative labour. Children are also traffickeithin Ghana to work in cocoa farming,
domestic service, street vending, head porteriisfpirfg, and the commercial sex trade.
Typically, boys aged 10-17 are trafficked from therthern regions to Lake Volta for
fishing or to the Western region for mining, wh@&ls come from the north and east and
are trafficked to Accra and Kumasi for work in moibhg, domestic service, and traditig.
CAT recommended that Ghana prevent and combatickaff in human beings, by
implementing anti- trafficking legislation, protéwy victims and ensuring their access to
medical, social, rehabilitative, legal and counsgliservices; ensure adequate conditions
for victims to make complaints; conduct impartialvéstigations and punish those
responsible; and conduct nation-wide awarenessiggisampaigns and training for law
enforcement official§’

C. Administration of justice, including impunity and the rule of law

35.  While noting the proposal to create an indepahgrosecution service, CAT was
concerned about impunity in cases of torture ahtteatment, including police brutality
and excessive use of force; and that law enforceroffitials and military personnel
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responsible for such acts are seldom prosecuteglcdimmended that Ghana investigate all
allegations of torture or ill-treatment; prosecygerpetrators; compensate the victims,
including their full rehabilitation; compile cleand reliable data on acts of torture and ill-
treatment in all places of deprivation of liberand train all law enforcement officials and

military personnel on international human righemnstards?

36. UNICEF stated that the laws set the age ofindhresponsibility at 12, which is
seen as a great improvement over the previouslyaget of seven, but still low by
international standards.

37. UNICEF stated that juveniles convicted under ldw are remanded to detention
centres, which are supposed to provide vocatiorahihg. However, many juvenile

detention centres are lacking in such facilitidsyst depriving children of access to
education, skills training, and other psychologisalvices. There are also insufficient
juvenile courts°CAT also expressed concern about the limited numbbeemand homes

for juvenile offenders and the poor conditions incls institutions. It recommended
improving and expanding the infrastructure for joNe offenders?!

Right to privacy, marriage and family life

38. UNICEF stated that birth registration figureslhncreased from around 30 per cent
in 2000 to over 60 per cent in 2010, but childrerthie wealthiest quintile are twice as
likely to have a birth certificate compared to dhén in the poorest quintile. Lack of
parental awareness is the apparent primary caugedbw birth registration rate, as well
as a lack of need for registration, since birthistegtion is not linked to the provision of
basic services such as health and education. Bi@toegistration was another reason.

Freedom of expression

39. UNESCO stated that the media in Ghana is freeragulated by an independent
National Media Commission. However, despite thevigion for the right to information in
Section 21 of the Constitution, which is to be @pienalized through appropriate
legislation, a draft Freedom of Information Act 2003 is yet to be passed by National
Parliament. Furthermore, the media in Ghana islatdely under-resourced, which leads to
cases of bribery and self-censorship. The newspapeership is politically polarized, and
radio and television programming quality needs mrpment?

Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work

40. In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts recaltsdrevious comments in relation to
the progress made with a view to amending sect®roféthe Labour Act 2003, which
provided only for equal pay for equal work, so asensure full conformity with the
principle of equal remuneration for work of equalue set out in ILO Equal Remuneration
Convention No. 100. The Committee of Experts trdidteat the Government will take the
necessary measures in the near future with a ieamending sections 10 (b) and 68 of the
Labour Act 2003*

41. In 2011, the ILO Committee of Experts recaliesdprevious comments and once
again requested Ghana to take the necessary medsuamend section 1 of the Labour Act
to ensure that the guarantees of the Act appligegcstaff of the prison service, ensuring that
they enjoy the right to establish and join orgaties of their own choosing.
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G.

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

42.  UNDP stated that about 18 per cent of Ghanatlhdive under extreme povert§.
WFP indicated that there are large disparitiesowvepty levels between the north and south
of Ghana and that 70 per cent of the poor livehm three regions in the north: Northern,
Upper East and Upper Wést.

43. UNICEF stated that Ghana is on track to achievany of the Millennium
Development Goals. However, these averages maskditparities by location and among
population groups (by gender, wealth quintile, lefeeducation}?

44. WEFP stated that recurrent droughts and floadeease communities’ vulnerability
to food insecurity and malnutritichThere have been some isolated conflicts which are
mostly as a result of chieftaincy disputes. Notadmeong these conflicts is the spate of
violence in the Bawku area of the Upper East Reglononsiderable amount of resources
have been spent to maintain security personndiénatea to keep peace. However, food
production has suffered as a result of the cousflfct

45.  UNDP indicated that slums are mushrooming bmarareas, and there is not much
being done to regulate and address the challerggsciated with slum®.Furthermore,
with a housing deficit of 200 per cent, Ghana needsnimum output of 500,000 houses a
year for the next 10 years to wipe out this deffcit

Right to health

46.  During his mission in May 2011, the Special Rapeur on the right to health was
concerned at the lack of disaggregated data almilalith respect to key affected
populations. The Special Rapporteur recommendedhana continue to gather and make
use of disaggregated data in policymaking in otdeappropriately identify, monitor and
evaluate interventions. He added that achievingsaistaining long-term gains in core areas
and fully realizing the right to health would regithe participation of affected
communities. This was particularly true with redpeo addressing the continuing
discrepancy in outcomes between rural and urbatneseand reducing the stigmatization of
PLHIV. The Special Rapporteur urged Ghana to gatbenprehensive and disaggregated
data to assess access to health-care services tinedBliational Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS), and examine how the gaps in coverage caadoeessed; remove registration fees
for NHIS cards for groups for whom such fees impedeess; and enable community
participation in health-care service delivery thgbuactive engagement of civil society
organizations in health-related policymaking atelels of the Governmeri.

47. UNDRP stated that, although the National Heliturance Scheme covers about 60
per cent of Ghana’s population, it is not consideie be equitable in its coverage of the
poor, as 64 per cent of individuals in the wealhguintile were insured, compared to only
29 per cent of those in the lowest quinffle.

48. In respect of mental health, the Special Rapporon the right to health urged
Ghana to adopt and implement the draft Mental Heill of 2006 in order to reform the

mental health-care system; develop strategies meghiives to ensure that mental health
facilities, both rural and urban, are staffed bglfied mental health professionals; develop
and engage in community-based programmes desigmectduce stigma surrounding
mental illness; de-institutionalize, where possittiee provision of mental health-care
services; rapidly train additional mental healthecgrofessionals, and create strong
incentives to induce those professionals to provitental health-care services in rural
areas; ensure the availability and adequate sugpllje safest and most effective mental
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health medicines and ensure the availability armbssibility to mental health services to
areas outside of Accra and Kumasi.

49. UN Women stated malnutrition in pregnant wonmesulting from poverty and
ignorance contributes heavily to high mortality armhstitutes a major challenge. Progress
in reducing maternal death has overall been sldwarn@’s maternal mortality stands at 350
deaths per 100,000 live births, while the MDG taigel85 per 100,000 WFP also noted
that maternal mortality continues to be an issuelims of achieving the MDGs by 2075.

50. In respect of maternal mortality, the Speciapporteur on the right to health urged
Ghana to increase efforts to contain the natiomatility rate, particularly through
implementation of comprehensive family-planningvgags which include women in their
design; seek to increase the number of antenasilsvattended by women during
pregnancy, and consider establishing mechanismesigare patients are given appropriate
follow-up; provide vouchers or another system dissdy to poor women located in rural
settings to accommodate costs related to trandjmortand accommodation when seeking
maternal health services; invest increased ressurcerovision of health care during the
postnatal period, and develop mechanisms allowiog dommunity involvement in
establishing programmes that engage and empoween®m

51. UN Women was concerned about the inadequatedegtive health services and
the lack of mental health services for adolescantslimited access by HIV/AIDS infected
children and mothers to antiretroviral medicatidn.

52. UNAIDS noted the National HIV and AIDS Stratedilan 2011 to 2015 as well as
the National Strategy for Most at Risk Populati@041-2015. The former strategy focuses
on reduction of infections in the next five yeaighva virtual elimination of mother to child
transmission of HIV and sustaining and scaling hg groportion of PLHIV on treatment,
whereas the latter is to further address HIV naddwost-at-risk populations and prevent
human rights abuses against th@m.

Right to education

53. UNICEF stated that compulsory and free basiccation, since 2005, had

contributed to an increase in the national netlement rate, from 69 per cent in 2005/2006
to 84 per cent in 2009/2010. However, an estim&&000 children remain out of school.
Stark regional disparities in enrolment, attendaand transition persist. The quality of
education being received by Ghanaian children ihost is a source of major and

increasing concern. Many Ghanaian children compgleteary education without attaining

functional literacy or numeracy as a result of la¢kextbooks, overcrowded classrooms
and lack of trained teachefs.

54.  UNDP indicated that some communities in thetiNoWestern and Eastern Regions
of the country do not have access to basic educatiol that there are about 5000 schools
under trees in various parts of the country budpneinantly in the Northern parts.

55. WEFP stated that there is a high level of ity among girls. This disparity is
attributed to various cultural and socio-economactdrs such as parents’ attitude to
education, child labour, mothers’ educational learedl sexual harassment of gifls.

Per sons with disabilities

56. UNICEF and UN Women stated that women and dildvith disabilities comprise
a group whose rights are often violated; they dienosubjected to neglect, discrimination,
and abuse and that they are often denied the tagah education. There are families and

11
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communities who customarily conceal or deny thestexice of the disabled among them.
The passage of the Disability Act in 2006 has resulted in enough concrete positive
action in favour of children and others with didiieis.>*

Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers

57. UNHCR stated that the Government of Ghana lesh Iofficially informed of the
invocation of cessation of refugee status for atrpoted refugee population from a
neighbouring country on 30 June 2012. To date, keweéshana had not communicated its
local integration policy to UNHCR or to the persasfsconcern. UNHCR recommended
that Ghana declare its local integration policy &amilitate the integration and assimilation
of refugees opting for local integration in Ghanarguant to the 1951 Refugee
Conventiort®CAT also noted with concern that Ghana is planrtmgelocate or return
11,000 refugees to their place of origin and ur@dtina to ensure that such refugees are
not forcibly returned to their country of origin en inconsistent manner with the non-
refoulement obligation®.

58. UNHCR indicated that since 2003 the Governneéithana has not issued identity
cards to refugees and recommended that Ghanaitentéy documents to enable refugees
to register in the national identification schemvjch would eventually facilitate access to
basic services.

59. UNHCR stated that, as per the 1992 Ghana Reflugw, a person who is denied
refugee status has a right to appeal to the Minifste the Interior and shall receive a
decision within 30 days. However, this law is noplemented in practice, as refugees who
lodge appeals are neither heard nor provided wettisibns. It recommended that Ghana
without delay, respect refugees’ right to appeatiemial of refugee status and fully
implement an appeals process in the judicial systeam appropriate independent entity.

60. UNHCR stated that there has been an increasingpber of asylum seekers who
arrive through the Elubo border and are identifasd direct participants in the armed
conflict in a neighbouring country. They continodive at the Eagle Star Reception Centre
with civilians. It recommended that Ghana developational policy in conformity with
international norms to address issues of separatinpatants and former combatants from
civilians, implementing rehabilitation programmes persons identified as combatants and
former combatants and screening new arrivals @ffelgtto maintain the civilian character
of asylum® CAT made a similar recommendati®n.

Unless indicated otherwise, the status of ratifices of instruments listed in the table may benfbu
in Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secrgt@eneral: Status as at 1 April 2009
(ST/LEG/SER.E/26), supplemented by the official wiebsf the United Nations Treaty Collection
database, Office of Legal Affairs of the United iat Secretariat, http://treaties.un.org/. Pledse a
refer to the United Nations compilation on Ghamarfithe previous cycle (A/HRC/WG.6/2/GHA/2).

2 The following abbreviations have been used fas ticument:

ICERD International Convention on the EliminationAdf Forms of Racial
Discrimination;

ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social@uaitural Rights;

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to ICESCR;

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political iReg

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR;
ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiminieaabolition of the death
penalty;
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CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofdorimination against
Women;

OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW;

CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, InhumaDegrading
Treatment or Punishment;

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT;

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child;

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvementhifdren in armed
conflict;

OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of aildchild prostitution and
child pornography;

OP-CRC-IC Optional Protocol to CRC on a communicationsgdure

ICRMW International Convention on the Protectiontsd Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families;

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaslit

OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to CRPD;

CPED International Convention for the ProtectiotbfPersons from Enforced

Disappearance.

Individual complaints: ICCPR-OP 1, art 1; OP-CEDA&, 1; OP-CRPD, art. 1; OP-ICESCR, art.
1; OP-CRC-IC, art.5; ICERD, art. 14; CAT, art. 22; ICRMW, @7; and CPED, art. 31; Inquiry
procedure: OP-CEDAW, art. 8; CAT, art. 20; CPED, 38; OP-CRPD, art. 6; OP-ICESCR, art. 11;
and OP-CRC-IC, art. 13; Inter-State complaints: ICCPR44; ICRMW, art. 76; CPED, art. 32;
CAT, art. 21; OP-ICESCR, art. 10; and OP-CRC-IC, artUrgent action: CPED, art. 30..

1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugasits 1967 Protocol.

Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Ctindiof the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Conventionthe Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed €&t Sea (Second Convention); Geneva
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisonerd/af (Third Convention); Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons im&iof War (Fourth Convention); Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 Augut9 &nd relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1); Protodadditional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Mistof Non-International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol ).

International Labour Organization Convention Noc@8@cerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Falt@&bour; Convention No. 87 concerning
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Rigl®tganise; Convention No. 98 concerning the
Application of the Principles of the Right to Orgsmiand to Bargain Collectively; Convention No.
100 concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Wovklerkers for Work of Equal Value;
Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respé Employment and Occupation;
Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Adnossto Employment; Convention No. 182
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Actiontfee Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour.

International Labour Organization Convention Na3 £8ncerning Minimum Age for Admission to
Employment.

1954 Convention relating to the Status of StaseRersons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of
Statelessness.

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficki Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agdirshsnational Organized Crime.

Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions oAl@ust 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an
Additional Distinctive Emblem (Protocol IlI).

International Labour Organization Convention No.,l&$hcerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independent Countries.

International Labour Organization Convention No.&8fcerning Decent Work for Domestic
Workers.

Concluding observations of the Committee againstufe (CAT/C/GHA/CO/1), para. 28.

Ibid., para. 12.
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19 bid., para. 7.
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22 CATICIGHAICO/1, para. 14.

% |bid., para. 27.

24 UNICEF submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 2.

% CAT/CIGHA/CO/1, para. 26.

%8 UNICEF submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 6.
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CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rjghts

HR Committee Human Rights Committee;

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discriminatiagainst Women;
CAT Committee against Torture;

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child;

CMW Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Aigkant Workers and

Members of Their Families;

For the official titles of special procedures, seew.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Themes.aspx

and www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Countries.aspx.

%0 UNDP submission to the UPR on Ghana, pp. 8-9.

31 |ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Contiens and Recommendations, Individual
Direct Request concerning ILO Discrimination (Emptant and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.
111), 2011, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092011GHAIfiflh paragraph.

32 UNAIDS submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 5.

3 CAT/CIGHA/CO/1, para. 12.

3 bid., para. 9.

% |bid., para. 11.

% |bid., para. 13.

37 \bid., para. 15.

% |bid., para. 16.

% bid., para. 17.

40 bid., para. 18.

4 |bid., para. 10.

42 |bid., para. 22.

4 UN Women submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 3aBeeCAT/C/GHA/CO/1, paragraph 23.

44 UNICEF submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 5.

4 CATI/CIGHAICO/1, para. 23.

4 A/HRC/20/15/Add.1, para.62 (e).

47 UNICEF submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 5.

% pid., p. 7.

4 CAT/CIGHAICO/1, para. 24.

%0 |LO Committee of Experts on the Application of Coniiens and Recommendations, Individual
Direct Request concerning ILO Worst Forms of Chiléhdar Convention, 1999 (No.182), 2011,
Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092011GHA182, fifteendragraph. See also CAT/C/GHA/CO/1,
paragraph 23.
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ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Contiens and Recommendations, Individual
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Convention, 1948 (No. 87), 2011, Geneva, doc. N®OKEX) 092011GHAO087, third paragraph.
UNDP submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 6.

WFP submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 1.

UNICEF submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 6.

WFP submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 1.

Ibid., p. 6.

UNDP submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 5.
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UNDP submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 5.

A/HRC/20/15/Add.1, para.61.

UN Women submission to the UPR on Ghana, p. 3.
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UNAIDS submission to the UPR on Ghana, pp. 2-3.
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