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Af fa irs  -  Reg ional  Of f ice for the Middle East , 
North Afr ica and Centra l  As ia

More than • 	 18,000 people  crossed the Gul f  of  Aden 
aboard smugglers ’  boats  between Januar y and May 
2008 -  double the number for the same per iod last 
year, of  these more than 400 people have d ied over 
the same per iod.

According to media sources , the army and rebel • 	
fo l lowers of  Al  Houthi  cont inue to entrench in 
va l leys and h igh lands in the Sa ’ada governorate . The 
army is  bes ieg ing some Houthi  strateg ic  pos i t ions in 
the Masa ’aba and Al-Sar i  v i l l ages and keeping farmers 
of f  the ir  land.Vi l lagers in the v ic in i ty  of  Houthi 
pos i t ions were told to evacuate their  homes. Secur i ty 
checkpoints  set  up on the h ighway and other roads 
leading to Sa ’ada c i ty  have prevented c i t izens ’  entr y 
or exit , a lso hampering transpor tat ion of  foodstuf fs 
to v ict ims of  the v io lence . 

 
According to the Yemeni  Red Crescent (YRC), • 	 7,000 
people  have le f t  Harf  Suf ian to the sa fer Amran 
governorate due to f ight ing . Loca ls  are repor t ing 
extens ive proper ty damage due to government a ir 
str ikes . 

5 YRC staff  members• 	  have been arrested or 
k idnapped by rebels  in  Bani  Ma’ad, and are st i l l  be ing 
held .  

According to loca l  of f ic ia ls , drought has caused the • 	
disp lacement of  thousands of people  over the past 
10 months from mounta inous v i l lages in a l -Mahwit 
Governorate , west  of  Sanaa c i ty. 

WFP has ranked Yemen as one of  the 30 top countr ies • 	
af fected by the food cr is is . WFP Yemen faces a  funding 
gap of  US$ 28 mil l ion  to reached benef ic iar ies  -  i f 
funding is  not received soon then 320,000  wi l l  go 
without adequate a id . This  does not inc lude the 
addit iona l  6% of Yemenis (1.2 mil l ion)  who have 
recent ly  fa l len below pover ty l ine due to r is ing food 
pr ices .
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