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Noted Uzbek Human Rights Defender, Bakhtiyar Khamroev, Beaten as Police Watch
Vienna/Dzhizak, 22 August 2006 – The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) condemns the beating of Uzbek human rights defender Bakhtiyar Khamroev and demands an impartial, thorough investigation be opened by Uzbek authorities to bring those responsible to justice. 
On the morning of 18 August 2006, a delegation from the British Embassy to Uzbekistan was visiting Khamroev, a noted legal expert and Dzhizak regional director of the Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU), at his apartment, seeking an appraisal of the human rights situation in Dzhizak. Five women barged into the meeting, demanding that Khamroev leave his apartment to face a mob gathered outside where he would be judged as a “traitor to his native land”. After Khamroev promised to come, the women left, only to return as a group of twenty. As they pounded on the door, Khamroev called the local police.

In the presence of the police, the women burst through the door screaming and railing against Khamroev, tearing apart the room and shouting at Khamroev and the English diplomats that they did not want a “second Andijan”. The police merely stood by and watched. One of the women struck Khamroev in the head with a metal object. Only at this point did the police intervene, but only to disperse the women, letting them leave freely. 

After the beating, the militia explained to the diplomats, who had been present the entire time, that these attacks happened quite frequently to men like Khamroev, who was, they claimed, a “very scandalous person, [and] ha[d] lost prestige”. When Khamroev tried to seek medical treatment, the doctor, N. Ibragimov, refused to treat his injuries. 

On 26 May 2005, Khamroev and Momir Azimov, another member of the HRSU, suffered a similar attack in Dzhizak. Khamroev was beaten in his apartment by a group of local residents and officials, who had arrived by bus and had been escorted by security forces, shouting phrases like “You [Khamroev] are a betrayer of the people!” Another group, arriving at Azimov’s apartment by bus, beat 
Azimov, shouting similar phrases. Those attacks are widely thought to have been orchestrated by Uzbek officials, given their level of organization and the cooperation of local security forces, in order to hamper efforts to attract public attention to the Andijan Massacre.
   
This latest incident comes, moreover, as human rights organizations have been raising concerns surrounding the 2 August arrest of Khamroev’s son, Ikhtier Khamroev, on an apparently fabricated charge of hooliganism. The arrest is suspected to have been an attempt to threaten the elder Khamroev.
 
For further information, contact:

IHF Executive Director, Aaron Rhodes: Tel. +43-(0)676-635 66 12
IHF Press Officer, Henriette Schroeder: Tel. +43-(0)1-408 88 22 or +43-(0)676-725 48 29
� See the report on Uzbekistan in the IHF’s Report 2006: Human Rights in the OSCE Region: Europe, Central Asia and North America, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4255" ��http://www.ihf-hr.org/documents/doc_summary.php?sec_id=3&d_id=4255�.  


� See, e.g., the Appeal by the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders on Ikhtier Khamroev’s behalf: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fidh.org/article.php3?id_article=3534" ��http://www.fidh.org/article.php3?id_article=3534�. 







