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5 May 2010  

Refugee Documentation Centre   

Country Information Package  

UKRAINE   

Disclaimer   
Country Information Packs (CIPs) are prepared by researching publicly 
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation 
Centre within time constraints.  CIPs contain a selection of representative 
links to sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin 
Information.  Please note that CIPs are not, and do not purport to be, 
exhaustive with regard to conditions in the countries surveyed or conclusive 
as to the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or protection.  The 
General Human Rights Reports category contains links to information which 
may be useful for a number of the other categories.   

List of Documents 

   

1.   Nationality/Citizenship/Residency  

National Legislative Bodies (16 June 2005) Law of Ukraine, On 
Citizenship of Ukraine (last amended 2005)   
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a280fa4.html

   

National Legislative Bodies (8 December 2004) Constitution of Ukraine 
(with 2004 amendments)  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a280124.html

  

National Legislative Bodies (1 December 2003) Ministry of Interior 
Order on Approval of the Instruction on the Procedure of the Extension 
of the Stay of Foreigners and Stateless Individuals in Ukraine  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a283654.html

  

National Legislative Bodies (26 December 2002) Resolution of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine "On Approval of Procedure to Form the 
Immigration Quota, Procedure to Process Applications to Grant 
Immigration Permit and Declarations to Terminate Such Permit and to 
Enforce Decisions Taken, Procedure to Execute and Issue of a 
Permanent Residence Certificate 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ed8bb4e4.html

   

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a280fa4.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a280124.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/44a283654.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ed8bb4e4.html
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National Legislative Bodies (7 June 2001) Law of Ukraine "On 
Immigration" (No. 2491-III)  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ddd049a4.html

   
2.  Maps  

Ethnologue Languages of the World (2005) Ukraine Language Map 
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_map.asp?name=UA&seq=10

  

National Geographic (undated) Map of Ukraine   
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/places/maps/map_country_ukrain
e.html

  

UN Cartographic Section (September 2008) Map of Ukraine, No. 3773 
Rev. 5 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4937c7ce0.html

   

3.  Local Information/Language/Culture/Customs  

BBC News (28 April 2010) Country Profile – Ukraine 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1102303.stm    

CIA World Factbook (13 May 2009) Ukraine  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/up.html

  

Ethnologue Languages of the World (2005) Languages of Ukraine   
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=ukraine

  

InfoUkes (2009) Culture of Ukraine 
http://www.infoukes.com/culture/

  

Reuters AlertNet (3 May 2010) Country Profile – Ukraine 
http://www.alertnet.org/db/cp/ukraine.htm

  

Try Ukraine (2007) Ukraine’s Culture from a Western Perspective 
http://www.tryukraine.com/society/cultural_differences.shtml

   

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office (29 April 2010) 
Country Profile: Ukraine   
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/country-profiles/europe/ukraine

  

United States Department of State (21 May 2009) Country Background 
Notes – Ukraine 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3211.htm

  

United States Department of State (8 April 2010) Country Specific 
Information – Ukraine  

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3ddd049a4.html
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_map.asp?name=UA&seq=10
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/places/maps/map_country_ukrain
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4937c7ce0.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1102303.stm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/up.html
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=ukraine
http://www.infoukes.com/culture/
http://www.alertnet.org/db/cp/ukraine.htm
http://www.tryukraine.com/society/cultural_differences.shtml
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/country-profiles/europe/ukraine
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3211.htm
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http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1053.html

   
4.   General Human Rights Reports  

Amnesty International (28 May 2009) Amnesty International Report 
2009 - Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1fadb42d.html

  

Freedom House (12 January 2010) Freedom in the World 2010 - 
Ukraine  
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=22&year=2010&cou
ntry=7941

  

Freedom House (30 June 2009) Nations in Transit 2009 - Ukraine  
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/nit/2009/Ukraine-final.pdf

  

Human Rights Watch (20 January 2010) World Report 2010 – Ukraine  
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87520

  

Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union (2009) HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
UKRAINE – 2008 
http://helsinki.org.ua/files/docs/1246102509.pdf

  

United States Department of State (11 March 2010) 2009 Human 
Rights Reports: Ukraine 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eur/136063.htm

   

5.  Conflict/Security  

International Centre for Migration Policy Development (1 May 2006) EU 
Justice, Freedom and Security Assessment Missions to Ukraine – Final 
Report 
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/432_tmpphpOPTJ6p.pdf

   

6.   Minority/Ethnic Groups  

Amnesty International (10 July 2008) Ukraine: Government must act to 
stop racial discrimination  
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR50/005/2008/en

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (25 August 2008) Ukraine: 
The situation of homosexuals; availability of support groups and state 
protection UKR102897.E 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/492ac7c82d.html

  

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1fadb42d.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=22&year=2010&cou
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/nit/2009/Ukraine-final.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87520
http://helsinki.org.ua/files/docs/1246102509.pdf
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eur/136063.htm
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/432_tmpphpOPTJ6p.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR50/005/2008/en
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/492ac7c82d.html
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Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (27 February 2006) 
Ukraine: Treatment of homosexuals in Kiev; availability of state 
protection for homosexuals in Kiev (February 2006) UKR100976.E 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f147b6a.html

  
University of Maryland Minorities at Risk Project (31 December 2003) 
Assessment for Russians in Ukraine  
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36902

  

University of Maryland Minorities at Risk Project (31 December 2003) 
Assessment for Crimean Russians in Ukraine  
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36905

  

University of Maryland Minorities at Risk Project (31 December 2003) 
Assessment for Crimean Tatars in Ukraine  
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36904

  

           Nash Mir (2007) Ukrainian Homosexuals & Society: A Reciprocation 
           http://www.gay.org.ua/publication/gay_ukraine_2007-e.pdf

  

           Nash Mir (2005) Gay Rights are Human Rights 
           http://www.gay.org.ua/publication/report2005-e.pdf

   

7.   Religion/Cults  

Religious Information Service of Ukraine (January 2009) Religious 
Organizations in Ukraine as of 1 January, 2009 
http://www.risu.org.ua/eng/resources/statistics/ukr2009/

  

Religious Information Service of Ukraine (2008) Major Religions   
http://www.risu.org.ua/eng/major.religions/

  

Refugee Documentation Centre (9 July 2009) Q10377 Ukraine - 
Jewish Community  
http://newlib.lab.ie/uhtbin/hyperion.exe/Q10377

  

United States Department of State (26 October 2009) International 
Religious Freedom Report 2009 – Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ae860fcc.html

   

8.  Political  

CIA (28 April 2010) World Leaders – Ukraine   
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/world-leaders-
u/ukraine.html

  

The Economist (26 May 2009) Ukraine – Political Structure 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f147b6a.html
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36902
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36905
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/mar/assessment.asp?groupId=36904
http://www.gay.org.ua/publication/gay_ukraine_2007-e.pdf
http://www.gay.org.ua/publication/report2005-e.pdf
http://www.risu.org.ua/eng/resources/statistics/ukr2009/
http://www.risu.org.ua/eng/major.religions/
http://newlib.lab.ie/uhtbin/hyperion.exe/Q10377
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ae860fcc.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/world-leaders-
u/ukraine.html
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http://www.economist.com/countries/ukraine/profile.cfm?folder=Profile
%2DPolitical%20Structure

  
The Economist (5 February 2007) Ukraine – Political Forces  
http://www.economist.com/countries/ukraine/profile.cfm?folder=Profile-
Political%20Forces

  
Election Guide (2009) Ukraine  
http://www.electionguide.org/country.php?ID=223

  

Inter Parliamentary Union (2008) Ukraine  
http://www.ipu.org/parline/reports/2331_E.htm

  

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (20 December 
2007) Elections – Ukraine 2007 
http://www.osce.org/item/29054.html

   

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (16 January 2010) International 
observers ready for Ukraine vote 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b59adb823.html

  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (6 February 2010) Ukraine girds for 
tense presidential runoff vote 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b879084c.html

  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (17 February 2010) Ukrainian 
election results suspended on appeal 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b879097c.html

   

9. State Protection (For State Protection of Particular Groups, see 
the relevant section)    

10. Government/Civil Society  

BBC News (3 April 2009) Ukraine opposition stages protest  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7982048.stm

  

Directory of Development Organisations (2008) Ukraine   
http://www.devdir.org/files/Ukraine.PDF

  

International Relations and Security Network (2008) Ukraine 
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-
Library/Publications/Detail/?id=94976&lng=en

  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (18 March 2010) Ukraine activists 
protest planned closure of ministry human rights section 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bab90fec.html

 

http://www.economist.com/countries/ukraine/profile.cfm?folder=Profile
%2DPolitical%20Structure
http://www.economist.com/countries/ukraine/profile.cfm?folder=Profile-
Political%20Forces
http://www.electionguide.org/country.php?ID=223
http://www.ipu.org/parline/reports/2331_E.htm
http://www.osce.org/item/29054.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b59adb823.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b879084c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b879097c.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7982048.stm
http://www.devdir.org/files/Ukraine.PDF
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Digital-
Library/Publications/Detail/?id=94976&lng=en
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bab90fec.html
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Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (9 March 2010) Ukraine passes law 
easing coalition building  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bab90ed21.html

  
United States Agency for International Development (25 June 2009) 
Country Pages Ukraine  
http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/countries/ua/

  

World Bank, The (April 2009) Country Brief – Ukraine  
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/
UKRAINEEXTN/0,,contentMDK:20631767~menuPK:328541~pagePK:
141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:328533,00.html

   

11.  Press/Media/Freedom of Expression  

Committee to Protect Journalists (16 February 2010) Attacks on the 
Press 2009 – Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b7bc2db2b.html

  

Freedom House (1 May 2009) Ukraine: Freedom of the Press 2009  
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=251&year=2009

  

International Press Institute (8 May 2008) World Press Freedom 
Review – Ukraine 
http://www.freemedia.at/index.php?id=226&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=2827&t
x_ttnews[backPid]=332&cHash=ade2a1aefd

  

Reporters Without Borders (15 April 2010) Disturbing deterioration in 
press freedom situation since new president took over  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bceb7ae3.html

  

Reporters Without Borders (3 April 2010) In intimidating move, police 
question two journalists, search homes, seize files 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bc2cd2fc.html

   

12. Women/Children/Family  

Amnesty International (2006) Ukraine: Domestic Violence – Blaming 
the victim 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR50/005/2006/en/dom-
EUR500052006en.pdf

  

Children’s Rights Information Network (undated) Ukraine  
http://www.crin.org/reg/country.asp?ctryID=226&subregID=14

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (6 March 2007) Ukraine: 
Protection available to victims of spousal abuse or domestic violence; 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bab90ed21.html
http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/countries/ua/
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/
UKRAINEEXTN/0,,contentMDK:20631767~menuPK:328541~pagePK:
141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:328533,00.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b7bc2db2b.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=251&year=2009
http://www.freemedia.at/index.php?id=226&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=2827&t
x_ttnews[backPid]=332&cHash=ade2a1aefd
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bceb7ae3.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bc2cd2fc.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR50/005/2006/en/dom-
EUR500052006en.pdf
http://www.crin.org/reg/country.asp?ctryID=226&subregID=14
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avenues of redress for women who have been stalked, harassed or 
sexually assaulted by a former husband; names and locations of state-
run shelters, agencies providing counselling, financial support or any 
other form of assistance to victims of spousal abuse (2005 – 2007) 
UKR102162.E 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/46fa537dc.html

  
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) (12 July 2007) Information by Country -
Ukraine  
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine.html

  

UN Human Rights Council (24 January 2007) Report submitted by the 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography, Juan Miguel Petit 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/461e40142.pdf 

  

United States Department of Labor (10 September 2009) 2008 
Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor - Ukraine  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4aba3eb8c.html

  

United States Department of State (16 June 2009) Trafficking in 
Persons Report 2009 – Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a421484c.html

  

United States Department of State (24 February 2010) Trafficking in 
Persons Interim Assessment – Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b8e7a6723.html

   

13.  Prison/Detention/Torture/Slavery  

UN Human Rights Council (9 February 2009) Ukraine: Report of the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Addendum; Mission to Ukraine 
[A/HRC/10/21/Add.4] 
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1227_1235425128_ukraine.pdf

  

World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) (16 June 2009) Steadfast 
in Protest; Annual Report 2009 
http://www.omct.org/pdf/Observatory/2009/obs_report09_06_EUR_eng
.pdf

   

14. Crime/Corruption  

European Union (3 April 2008) - Commission Staff Working Document 
Accompanying the Communication from the Commission to the Council 
and the European Parliament "Implementation of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy in 2007": Progress Report Ukraine 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/48d36478d.pdf

  

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/46fa537dc.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/461e40142.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4aba3eb8c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a421484c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4b8e7a6723.html
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1227_1235425128_ukraine.pdf
http://www.omct.org/pdf/Observatory/2009/obs_report09_06_EUR_eng
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/48d36478d.pdf
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Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (30 March 2006) Ukraine: 
Whether business owners are forced to pay bribes to corrupt officials 
(January 2004 - March 2006) UKR101123.E  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f147ba25.html

  
Transparency International (2008) - Global Corruption Report 2008  
http://www.transparency.org/content/download/32994/505946

   

15. Education  

Education Network Ukraine (2006) Educational System & Educational 
Institutions of Ukraine 
http://www.ednu.kiev.ua/index_e.htm

  

Euro Education (2006) Structure of Education in Ukraine  
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/ukrco.htm

  

Ministry of Education and Science Ukraine (undated) Education in 
Ukraine  
http://www.education.gov.ua/pls/edu/educ.home.eng

  

UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
(undated) Ukraine Educations Statistics  
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?Report
Id=124&IF_Language=eng&BR_Country=8070&BR_Region=40530

   

16. Health  

Global Health Reporting (2009) Ukraine  
http://www.globalhealthreporting.org/countries/countrypage.asp?collID
=15&id=110

  

Médecins Sans Frontières (2005) MSF in Ukraine  
http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/countries/europe/ukraine/index.cfm

  

US Agency for International Development (USAID) (September 2008) 
HIV/AIDS Health Profile – Ukraine   
http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/aids/Countries/eande/ukr
aine_profile.pdfl

  

World Health Organization (undated) Country Page – Ukraine 
http://www.who.int/countries/ukr/en/

   

17. Asylum Seekers/Refugees/IDPs  

Amnesty International (14 April 2010) Put deeds before words: Deliver 
human rights for Ukraine 

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f147ba25.html
http://www.transparency.org/content/download/32994/505946
http://www.ednu.kiev.ua/index_e.htm
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/ukrco.htm
http://www.education.gov.ua/pls/edu/educ.home.eng
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?Report
Id=124&IF_Language=eng&BR_Country=8070&BR_Region=40530
http://www.globalhealthreporting.org/countries/countrypage.asp?collID
http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/countries/europe/ukraine/index.cfm
http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/aids/Countries/eande/ukr
aine_profile.pdfl
http://www.who.int/countries/ukr/en/
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http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bc6ba222.html

  
European Council on Refugees and Exiles (5 February 2009) "Here to 
Stay?": Refugee Voices in Belarus, Moldova, the Russian Federation 
and Ukraine  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b11be53a7.html

  
United States Committee for Refugees and Immigrants (19 June 2008) 
World Refugee Survey 2008 - European Union 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/485f50d2a8.html

   

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4bc6ba222.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b11be53a7.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/485f50d2a8.html

