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URGENT ACTION 
GREEK AUTHORITIES RESTRICTING SHELTER ACCESS 
The Greek authorities are arbitrarily restricting access to a large transit camp at the 
Greek border with “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”. The camp would 
provide facilities that are appropriate for cold weather. This barring of access is putting 
the well-being of thousands of refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants at risk.  

As intermittent border closure and restrictions are slowing down the flow of people, thousands of refugees, 

asylum-seekers and migrants aiming to cross the northern Greek border with “the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia” are having to sleep out in the open at a gas station in the town of Polykastro (Greek region of 

Macedonia), where temperatures are dropping well below zero. The Greek police is arbitrarily restricting their 

access to a transit camp 20 km away, in the town of Idomeni, which is run by national and international 

organisations, and where there are facilities that are appropriate for cold weather.  

The Idomeni transit camp, which can accommodate up to 1,200 people is currently only hosting a third of its 

capacity. It was established by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) in September 2015 to respond to the immediate needs of people arriving at the border. Since mid-

December 2015, refugees, asylum seekers and migrants travelling by bus to Idomeni are diverted by police to the 

petrol station in Polykastro, where conditions are very poor and they have to sleep outside. 

In only 24 hours more than 4,000 people arrived at the petrol station and more are expected in the following days. 

Given the current weather conditions, the well-being of many refugees, asylum seekers and migrants --- including 

infants --- could deteriorate. They must be provided with immediate access to the transit camp, which has the 

capacity to provide shelter, food and round-the-clock medical assistance. 

Please write immediately in English, Greek or your own language: 

 Calling on the Greek authorities to allow refugees, asylum seekers and migrants access to the transit camp 

in Idomeni without arbitrary restrictions, until the Greek authorities can ensure adequate reception conditions; 

 Urging the Greek authorities to ensure all refugees, asylum seekers and migrants taken to the border with 

“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, or otherwise reaching the transit camp in Idomeni, have unrestricted 

access, to basic services such as winter appropriate shelter, hygiene facilities and round-the-clock medical 

treatment currently provided by NGOs and aid agencies and available at the Idomeni transit camp. 

 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 8 MARCH 2016 TO:

Alternate Minister of Migration Policy 

Mr Ioanis Mouzalas 

2 Dragatsaniou & 27 Stadiou 

Athens 105 63, Greece 

Fax: +30 213 136 4418 

Email: gram.anaplypourgou@ypes.gr 

Salutation: Dear Minister 

 

Alternate Minister for Citizens Protection 

Mr Nikolaos Toskas 

4 P. Kanellopoulou St.  

Athens 10177, Greece 

Fax: +30 210 692 9764 

Email: minister@mopocp.gov.gr 

Salutation: Dear Minister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below: 

Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation  

 

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 



 

 

URGENT ACTION 
GREEK AUTHORITIES RESTRICTING SHELTER ACCESS  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Name: Thousands of refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants aiming to cross the northern Greek border with “the Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia”. 

Gender m/f: all 
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