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Concluding observations on the sixth periodic regrt of
Sierra Leon€'

1. The Committee considered the sixth periodic repof Sierra Leone
(CEDAWY/C/SLE/g at its 1199th and 1200th meetings, on 19 Febrifry4 (see
CEDAWI/C/SR.1199and 1200). The Committee’s list of issues and taes is
contained inCEDAW/C/SLE/Q/6 and the responses of the Government of Sierra
Leone are contained @EDAW/C/SLE/Q/6/Add.1

A. Introduction

2.  The Committee appreciates that the State parbmétted its sixth periodic
report. It also appreciates the State party’s enitteplies to the list of issues and
guestions raised by its pre-sessional working grolp welcomes the oral
presentation of the delegation and the furtherifitations provided in response to
the questions posed orally by the Committee dutirggdialogue.

3. The Committee commends the State party forightevel delegation, which
was headed by the Minister of Social Welfare, Gerated Children’s Affairs, Alhaji
Moijue E. Kaikai. The delegation also included tRermanent Representative of
Sierra Leone to the United Nations Office and othgernational organizations in
Geneva, and representatives of the Ministry of Heahd Sanitation, the Ministry
of Justice, the Ministry of Labour and Social Segyrthe Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development, the Ministry oduEation, Science and
Technology, as well as the Executive Office and liBarent. The Committee
appreciates the constructive dialogue that tookellaetween the delegation and the
Committee.

B. Positive aspects

4. The Committee welcomes the progress achievedesthe consideration in
2007 of the State party’s fifth periodic repo@EDAW/C/SLE/S in undertaking
legislative reforms, in particular the adoption of:

* Adopted by the Committee at its fifty-seventtssimn (10-28 February 2014).
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(a) The Sexual Offences Act, in 2012, which inesesg criminal penalties for
sexual offences, including sex trafficking;

(b) The Legal Aid Act, in 2012, which aims at prdwng free legal aid to,
among others, women victims of sexual violence,;

(c) The Registration of Customary Marriage and ddoe Act, the Domestic
Violence Act and the Devolution of Estates Act, @m at harmonizing national
legislation with the Convention’s provisions, ednl2007;

(d) The Child Rights Act, in 2007, which elevatélle minimum age of
marriage to 18 years for women and men.

5. The Committee welcomes the State party’s efftotémprove its institutional
and policy framework aimed at accelerating the &lation of discrimination
against women and promoting gender equality, thhotigg adoption of:

(a) The Agenda for Prosperity (2013-2018);
(b) The Anti-Trafficking Sub-Committee on Migraworkers, in 2013;
(c) The National Strategy for the Reduction of fage Pregnancy, in 2013;

(d) Special Saturday courts, in 2012, mandatethjtesexual violence cases
and secure more privacy for victims and expeditgr

(e) The National Health Strategic Plan (2010-2015)

(f) The National Action Plan on Security Councdsplutions1325 (2000)
and1820 (2008n women, peace and security;

(g) The National Referral Protocol on gender-basddlence and the
National Plan of Action on gender-based violence, 2012, and the National
Committee on gender-based violence, in 2007.

6. The Committee welcomes the fact that, in théqeksince the consideration of
the previous report, the State party ratified tren@ntion on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, in 2010.

Principal areas of concern and recommendations

Parliament

7. The Committee stresses the crucial role of the legative power in
ensuring the full implementation of the Convention(see the statement by the
Committee on its relationship with parliamentarians adopted at the forty-fifth
session, in 2010). It invites Parliament, in line ith its mandate, to take the
necessary steps regarding the implementation of theresent concluding
observations between now and the next reporting pad under the Convention.

Legal status of the Convention and definition ofliscrimination against women

8. The Committee is concerned that, despite itSication by the State party in
1988, the Convention has yet to be incorporated the Sierra Leonean domestic
legal system and is therefore not directly applleaim the courts. The Committee
also expresses concern that the definition of disicration in the State party’'s
Constitution is not in line with article 1 of theo@vention, which covers both direct
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and indirect discrimination, nor is there any ldégi®n enshrining the principle of
equality between women and men. The Committee aloncerned that the
ratification of the Protocol to the African Charten Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa is still pending.

9. The Committee urges the State party to take immedia steps to ensure the
incorporation of the Convention into its domestic ¢gal system in order to make
its provisions directly applicable. It calls upon he State party, as a matter of
priority, to incorporate into appropriate national legislation a definition of

discrimination against women in conformity with article 1 of the Convention.
The Committee further calls upon the State party toincorporate the principle

of equality between women and men in line with artile 2 of the Convention
into the Constitution, which is currently being revewed. Furthermore, the

Committee urges the State party to honour its comninent to swiftly enacting

the gender equality and women’s empowerment bill. &astly, it recommends that
the State party expedite its efforts to ratify theProtocol to the African Charter

on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Womeim Africa.

Constitutional and legislative framework, harmongation of laws, and
discriminatory laws

10. The Committee notes the efforts to review tlengitution and national laws
to identify provisions that discriminate againstm@n. The Committee, however, is
concerned at the very slow pace of the constitaiorview that has been ongoing
since the last constructive dialogue, in 2007. T@emmittee is particularly

concerned that the highly debated section 27 (d) of4the Constitution, which

provides that the prohibition of discrimination doeot apply to adoption, marriage,
divorce, burial, devolution of property on deathdan other matters of personal law,
not only discriminates against women, but also pilsvover the Registration of
Customary Marriage and Divorce Act, the Domesticol¥nce Act and the

Devolution of Estates Act, thus defeating the dfoof the State party to comply
with the Convention. It is also concerned that otbtutory and customary norms
that discriminate against women remain in forcepamticular those contained in:

(a) Section 8 (1) (b) of the Chieftaincy Act, whipermits disqualification of
women as candidates for chieftaincy election basmetradition;

(b) The Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act No. 2 1972, which
provides for different minimum ages for men and veoro qualify as jurors;

(c) Customary law pertaining to marriage consentl avomen’s right to
inheritance.

11. The Committee welcomes the commitment of the Stafegarty to finalizing
the constitutional review and holding a referendumby March 2015. In this
regard, it calls upon the State party:

(a) To ensure that the constitutional review is finalied within the given
time frame and that section 27 (d) (4) is accordinyg repealed, inter alia,
through raising the awareness of all relevant stakeolders, including local
chiefs and community leaders, regarding the importace of incorporating the
prohibition of sex-based discrimination and genderequality provisions in legal
texts;
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(b) To take a holistic approach to law reform that will ensure women’s
de jure and de facto equality within the framework of the ongoing legislative
and constitutional review processes;

(c) To undertake intensive awareness-raising campaignso as to ensure
that section 27 (d) (4) of the Constitution, as wklas all discriminatory laws,
including customary law, are amended or repealed ah brought into full
compliance with the Convention and the Committee’s general
recommendations, as a matter of priority.

Access to justice

12. The Committee notes the measures adopted dtinengeriod under review to
reform the justice system and further facilitatemenm’s access to justice, including
through the adoption of the new Justice Sector Ref8trategy and Investment Plan
(2011-2014), and the Legal Aid Act in 2012, and #1 Local Courts Act. It is,
however, concerned that, despite those measureasews access to justice remains
limited. The Committee is particularly concernedabthe lack of independence of
the judiciary, inadequate court infrastructure, thlengthy trials and delays in
particular in cases of sexual violence, capacitystmints and lack of due process
guarantees, and the insufficient capacity-buildomgexisting legislative frameworks
for judges, prosecutors, lawyers and relevant lamforement agents. The
Committee is further concerned that many recomm#ods made by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission have not yet been impleted, and that reparation for
victims of the civil war, including women victimsf @exual violence have thus far
been inadequate.

13. The Committee requests the State party:

(a) To remove all barriers that women may face in acceasto justice. To
this end, the State party should ensure the effest®t implementation of
adequately resourced measures aimed at justice rafos and take other steps to
enhance women’s legal literacy and awareness of tiheights, including their
right to seek legal redress in court;

(b) To ensure that the Convention and related nationalegislation are
made an integral part of legal education and the gaacity-building programmes
for judges, lawyers, prosecutors, law enforcement fficers, district officials,
chiefs and other traditional and community leadersso as to create a legal
culture supportive of women’s equality and non-disdmination;

(c) To disseminate the Convention widely to the generglublic so as to
create awareness of women’s human rights and to re¢ awareness among
legislators and the general public of the urgent ned to prioritize legal reforms
to achieve de jure and substantive equality for womn;

(d) To allocate sufficient resources to implementing td Truth and
Reconciliation Commission recommendations in relatin to women and girls
who are war victims in order to ensure their full rehabilitation, reintegration
into society and compensation through the reparatio programme.
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National machinery for the advancement of women

14. The Committee appreciates the information andppointment of the Gender
Adviser at the President’s Office in 2011. Howe\ergiterates its previous concern
regarding the weak institutional capacity of thenMiry of Social Welfare, Gender
and Children’s Affairs and the national machineoy the advancement of women.
While taking note of the information provided dugithe dialogue that the budgets
of all ministries were gender mainstreamed, the @atee is concerned that the
Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children'sff#irs is chronically
underfunded and understaffed and has no authorityapacity to work effectively
towards the full implementation of the Conventiontle national, provincial and
local levels. The Committee further regrets thekla¢ detailed information on the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the tiNmal Policy on the
Advancement of Women and the National Policy on @& rMainstreaming.

15. The Committee calls upon the State party:

(a) To expedite the current recruitment process of stdffor the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs, aad in particular the Gender
Affairs Directorate of the Ministry;

(b) To allocate sufficient human, technical and finandl resources to the
Ministry to enable it to discharge its coordinatingrole effectively, including at
the provincial and local levels;

(c) To accelerate the finalization of the National Gendr Equality and
Women’s Empowerment policy and ensure that it is sfficiently funded and
effectively implemented. It should contain clear gals, benchmarks and
timetables, as well as mechanisms for regular andystematic monitoring and
evaluation of progress in its implementation, inclding indicators.

Temporary special measures

16. The Committee notes the absence of temporaggiapmeasures, except at the
local government level, to accelerate the achiewvemef substantive equality
between men and women in all areas under the Cdiorent also recalls that the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission recommendationensure a 30 per cent
guota for women in elected and appointed politigadsts has not yet been
implemented.

17. Recalling its general recommendation No. 25 on tengpary special

measures, and its previous recommendation€CEDAW/C/SLE/CO/5, para. 19),

the Committee urges the State party to accelerateheé adoption of the gender
equality and women’s empowerment bill and its draft policy providing a

legislative basis for the adoption of temporary speial measures and to make
use of such measures in all areas covered by the @ntion where women are
underrepresented or disadvantaged, including in pulic and political life, and

to improve the situation of rural women.

Stereotypes and harmful practices
18. The Committee notes with concern:

(@) The lack of information on steps taken to &ddr adverse traditional
stereotypes regarding the roles and responsildliiE women and men in society
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and, in particular, in the family, and the persmste of patriarchal norms that
reinforce male dominance, especially among rurah@anities;

(b) The continued prevalence of female genital ilmtibn and the lack of
legal prohibition of this harmful practice and thejection of a provision
criminalizing child female genital mutilation dugrthe adoption of the Child Rights
Act, despite the memorandum of understanding sigmgtdveen the “Soweis”, local
chiefs and civil society organizations on the bagniof child female genital
mutilation throughout the country;

(c) The existence of a legal provision in the R#gition of Customary
Marriage and Divorce Act that allows child marriagigbject to parental consent.

19. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Develop a comprehensive strategy to eliminate stayg/pes that
discriminate against women, including by conductingawareness-raising efforts
targeting the general public and the media, in linewith the Committee’s
previous recommendation CEDAW/C/SLE/CO/5, para. 21);

(b) Undertake a review of school textbooks to eliminateggender-based
stereotypes;

(c) Explicitly prohibit female genital mutilation and other harmful
practices. To this end, it should intensify its efirts in holding consultations
with civil society and women’s organizations and taditional leaders, at the
provincial and local levels, with a view to fostemg a dialogue on eliminating
female genital mutilation and other harmful practices, and changing
stereotypes, discriminatory attitudes and practices

(d) Harmonize the minimum age of marriage at 18 yearsand ensure its
strict implementation.

Violence against women

20. The Committee notes the State party’s effodscombat violence against
women, in particular the adoption of the Domestiol®nce Act in 2007 and of the
Sexual Offences Act in 2012, and institutional meas to identify and rehabilitate
victims of gender-based violence. However, the Cattea is concerned about:

(@) The continued high rates of domestic and skxtialence against
women;

(b) The weak implementation of the above-mentionledvs, which is
undermined by the discriminatory provision in seat7 (4) (d) of the Constitution,
and the limited resources allocated to the impletaéon of these laws;

(c) The extremely low conviction rate in sexuablatomestic violence cases,
lengthy trials and the exertion of pressure on wometims of violence to settle
cases out of court, resulting in impunity for perpgors of gender-based violence.

21. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure the effective implementation of the Domestid/iolence Act
(2007) and the Sexual Offences Act (2012), includin by reviewing the
discriminatory provisions in section 27 (4) (d) othe Constitution to bring it in
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line with the above laws and increasing the humanral financial resources of
the judicial system;

(b) Establish a mechanism to monitor the progress in
implementation of the National Plan of Action on gader-based violence;

(c) Provide systematic and mandatory capacity-buildingprogrammes
for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, police officersral health-care providers, to
ensure that victims of violence are dealt with in @gender-sensitive manner;

(d) Raise awareness of the existence of new legal preieins prohibiting
marital rape and incest, encourage women to reportdomestic and sexual
violence, and ensure that they are duly informed atut available legal
remedies;

(e) Ensure that all reports of domestic and sexual vieince are effectively
investigated and that perpetrators are effectivelyprosecuted and punished. In
this regard, the State party should expedite the aattment of the criminal
procedure bill with a view to expediting criminal proceedings in cases of
gender-based violence;

(f) Provide adequate assistance and protection to womenmictims of
violence, in particular by increasing the number, apacity and funding of
shelter facilities.

Trafficking and exploitation of prostitution

22. The Committee notes the State party’s effodsincrease sanctions for
trafficking offences through the Child Rights anex8al Offences Acts. However, it
notes with concern that the State party remain®warce, transit and destination
country for women and children trafficked for pugges of sexual exploitation and
forced labour. It is also concerned about the regubrhigh incidence of internal
trafficking of women and girls from rural areas. rthermore, the Committee is
concerned about the limited prosecution and coimwict rates under the
Anti-Human Trafficking Act (2005) and the absenck @ specific action plan to
implement the Act. Lastly, the Committee is conanabout the lack of
information on prostitution that is prevalent iretBtate party due mainly to poverty.

23. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure the effective implementation and full enforement of the 2005
Anti-Human Trafficking Act, the 2007 Child Rights Act and the 2012 Sexual
Offences Act, including by effectively prosecutin@nd punishing traffickers;

(b) Increase the provision of assistance and support twomen victims of
trafficking, as well as prevention efforts, by addessing the root causes of
trafficking and improving the economic situation of women in order to
eliminate their vulnerability to exploitation and traffickers;

(c) Adopt a specific action plan for the implementationof the Anti-Human
Trafficking Act ;

(d) Collect statistical data on the extent and magnitud of prostitution
and undertake a study to assess the root causestbfs phenomenon, and ensure
access to health-care facilities to women in progtition, and a safe exit strategy
for those who wish to leave;
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(e) Expedite its efforts to ratify the Protocol to Prewent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women andChildren, supplementing
the United Nations Convention against TransnationaDrganized Crime.

Participation in political and public life

24. While welcoming the adoption of the National tidbe Plan for the full
implementation of Security Council resolutiof825 (2000)and 1820 (2008) the
Committee regrets the lack of information about thgplementation, monitoring
and evaluation of the Action Plan and about reptr# it is reliant on donors. The
Committee is also concerned about the low partiegmaof women in decision-
making and the lack of measures to address the rlyidg causes, including
prevailing social and cultural attitudes. It is@lsoncerned about the absence of an
overall quota system that aims at accelerating wosnparticipation in political life,
including in decision-making at all levels. The Cwmittee further notes with
concern that under the Chieftaincy Act women maypbecluded from standing for
election in chieftaincy elections based on traditio

25. The Committee calls upon the State party:

(a) To ensure full implementation of the National Actiox Plan on Security
Council resolutions 1325 (2000)and 1820 (2008) including by providing it with
adequate resources;

(b) To expeditiously adopt the draft law on gender equity and women'’s
empowerment establishing a quota of 30 per cent fawomen’s representation in
elected and appointed political positions, and inlalevels of the judiciary; and
ensure that the constitutional review recommendatios, inter alia, repeal the
provision in the Chieftaincy Act that restricts women’s participation in
chieftaincy elections;

(c) To launch awareness-raising campaigns to highlighthe importance
of women'’s full and equal participation in leadershp positions at all levels of
society as a whole.

Nationality

26. The Committee notes with concern that women whee birth outside the

country cannot transmit their Sierra Leonean natiity to their children, in

violation of article 9 (2) of the Convention, shduthey have acquired another
nationality. It also notes with concern that sewtid of the Citizenship Act (as
amended in 2006) is facially discriminatory aséfars only to non-Sierra Leonean
women married to Sierra Leonean male citizens far purpose of naturalization,
and not to non-Sierra Leonean men married to Siee@nean female citizens.

27. The Committee urges the State party to ensure thegeal rights of women
and men to acquire, transfer, change or retain theinationality, and to transmit

it to their children born abroad. The Committee urges the State party to amend
the Citizenship Act in order to bring it into full compliance with article 9 of the
Convention. It further recommends that the State paty consider acceding to
the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statess Persons and the 1961
Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.
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Education
28. The Committee expresses its concern about:

(a) Girls’ lower performance at the primary lew#l education, despite the
increased enrolment and completion rates of girthat level,

(b) The low enrolment and completion rates of gjiat the secondary and
tertiary levels of education;

(c) The geographical disparities in access to atlan;

(d) The increase in sexual abuse and harassmegirlsfin schools and the
increase in teenage pregnancies, despite the dewelot of a code of ethics for
teachers, and the negative impact of harmful tradél practices such as early and
forced marriages on girls’ education, and barrierpeding pregnant girls’ and
young mothers’ access to education;

(e) The continued practice of corporal punishniargchools.
29. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Improve the educational infrastructure, especiallyin rural areas, and
raise awareness of the importance of education ashaman right and a basis for
the empowerment of women;

(b) Ensure equal access for women and girls to all lelseof education
and retain more girls in school, and intensify itsefforts to reduce geographical
disparities in access to education;

(c) Ensure that sexual abuse and harassment in schooteaadequately
addressed and punished, and effectively implemenhé National Strategy for
the Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy (2013) and theo@e of Ethics for
Teachers, and remove all barriers to school attendae by pregnant girls and
young mothers;

(d) Integrate age-appropriate education on sexual and eproductive
health and rights into school curricula, including comprehensive sex education
for adolescent girls and boys covering responsiblsexual behaviour and the
prevention of early pregnancies and sexually transitted diseases, including
HIV/AIDS;

(e) Explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in all settings.

Employment
30. The Committee is concerned about:

(&) The low number of women employed in the pulskctor and the lack of
information on women’s employment in the privatetse;

(b) The concentration of women in the informal dab market (84 per cent
in rural areas and 63 per cent in urban areas)owitlsocial and legal protection and
the absence of measures to facilitate their intégmainto the formal labour market;

(c) The absence of information on the extent & ¢giender pay gap, on how
the principle of equal pay for work of equal valisebeing implemented and on job
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evaluation and other methods to ensure transparancgcruitment practices in the
private and public service;

(d) Occupational segregation and concentrationrwomen in traditionally
female-dominated occupations;

(e) The lack of measures to address the situatibrwomen working in
exploitative conditions, such as in mining, domestork and agriculture;

(f) Delays in adopting the employment bill.
31. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Collect sex-disaggregated data on the situation offomen in the
private sector and the informal sector in line withits previous recommendation
(CEDAW/C/SLE/COQO/5, para. 33), and take effective measures to monitaand
improve the working conditions of women in those s#ors by removing the
obstacles that women face in entering the labour foe;

(b) Take action to address the wage gap between men ambbmen and
occupational segregation, and intensify technical rd vocational training for
women in traditionally male-dominated fields;

(c) Establish an effective monitoring and regulatory mehanism on
employment and recruitment practices in the publicsector;

(d) Regulate and monitor the working conditions of gir6 and women
employed in mining, domestic work or agriculture, h order to protect them
from exploitative labour, through increased inspedbns and fines for
employers;

(e) Expedite the adoption of the employment bill whileensuring the
incorporation of the principle of equal remuneration for men and women
workers for work of equal value.

Health

32. The Committee welcomes the measures to fatdlitand reduce regional
disparities in women’s access to health care, idiclg through the adoption of the
National Strategic Health Plan (2010-2015) and lihi&ative for Free Health Care
for pregnant women, lactating mothers and childoefow the age of 5 (2010). The
Committee, however, notes with concern:

(a) The very high maternal mortality ratio in tB&ate party;

(b) The low contraceptive use (12.1 per cent) Amited access to modern
contraceptives and information on sexual and repctide health and rights,
including the right of women to autonomous decisinaking about their health;

(c) Regional and socioeconomic disparities in wateeand girl’'s access to
sexual and reproductive health services, includaiglled birth attendance and
adequate antenatal and postnatal care, affectinmlynaural women, women in
Northern Province, poor women and women with lowels of education;

(d) The fact that the law on abortion criminalizde procedure without
providing any exception, the high incidence of s@xwiolence and unwanted
pregnancies resulting in unsafe abortions, whictpaat for 13 per cent of maternal
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mortality, and delays in adopting the abortion bilhich decriminalizes the
termination of pregnancy based on various socioenta grounds;

(e) The high incidence of vesico-vaginal fistulegluding among adolescents;

(f)  The lack of information on the mental healthtsis of women in the State
party.

33. The Committee urges the State party to ensure the ffective
implementation of all measures aimed at facilitatip women’s affordable access
to health care, including through the allocation ofsufficient resources and the
implementation of the Initiative for Free Health Care throughout the State
party. The Committee recommends that the State payt

(a) Strengthen its efforts to reduce maternal mortality address its causes
and increase the number of skilled health-care pemnel, in particular in rural
areas;

(b) Provide effective access for women and girls to c@rehensive
information regarding sexual and reproductive healh and rights, including on
contraceptive use in order to reduce the rate of uwanted pregnancies, teenage
pregnancies and unsafe abortions, and ensure thatadern contraceptives are
available and affordable for all women;

(c) Enhance women’s access to health-care facilities énrskilled birth
attendance, postnatal and maternal care, especiallyn rural areas and in
Northern Province;

(d) Accelerate the adoption of the abortion bill;

(e) Examine the link, if any, between female genital mtilation and the
prevalence of vesico-vaginal fistula, in line withits previous recommendation
(CEDAW/C/SLE/COQ/5, para. 23), and study the causes of vesico-vaginfidtula
and set targets and benchmarks with a concrete timgame for its reduction. It
also recommends the continuous provision of medicahnd psychological
assistance to women and girls affected by vesicogiaal fistula, including
through the effective implementation of the Nation&Strategy on Fistula (2013);

(f) Collect disaggregated data on the situation of wonmés mental
health, take effective measures to address the impk of the civil war on
women’s mental health and include information on tle progress made in
adopting the mental health bill in its next periodt report.

Rural women

34. The Committee reiterates its conce@EDAW/C/SLE/CO/5 para. 36) about
the precarious situation of women in rural arealspare disproportionately affected
by poverty and limited access to justice, educat@epnomic opportunities, health
care and credit and loans. The Committee is alswemed about the prevalence of
harmful practices such as early marriages in rarabs and about the persistence of
traditional customs limiting women’s access to laaad inheritance. It is further
concerned about delays in adopting the land poliag the lack of measures to
address rural women’s vulnerability to land acquasi by multinational mining
companies, often resulting in forced evictions,ptigement of women and lack of
adequate compensation.
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35. The Committee calls upon the State party:

(a) To eliminate harmful practices and discrimination against rural
women and address customs and traditions that judly and perpetuate them;

(b) To pay special attention to the needs of rural wonreand ensure that
they participate in decision-making processes at th community level and in
development planning, and that they have equal acse to basic services and
infrastructures and economic opportunities, includng income-generating projects
and credit facilities;

(c) To ensure that all discriminatory customary law is repealed or
amended and brought into full compliance with the @nvention and the
Committee’s general recommendations, in particularegarding land ownership
and women'’s right to inheritance,;

(d) To take special measures to enhance rural women’snkwledge and
awareness of their rights, including their right to seek legal redress in statutory
courts;

(e) To expedite its efforts to adopt the land policy ad address the
adverse effects of land acquisitions and long-terrfreases on rural women, and
ensure that women are involved in the negotiationsf land lease agreements
and that their livelihoods are not negatively affeted by such agreements.

Disadvantaged groups of women
Widows, former women war combatants and women war victims

36. The Committee notes with concern the lack dadm widows and their living
conditions and on the situation of former women batants in the State party. It is
also concerned at restrictions on widows’ rightinberitance and that in practice
their and their children’s possessions are takenthy family of the deceased
husband. The Committee is further concerned thatctimpensation of war widows
and women victims of conflict-related sexual viodencontinues to be delayed for
lack of funds.

37. The Committee urges the State party:

(a) To collect disaggregated data on the situation of mows and former
women combatants and include such information in & next periodic report;

(b) To ensure that widows can enjoy their rights to prperty and to
inheritance without restrictions, including by implementing the Devolution of
Estates Act No. 21 and adopting measures to modifgocial and cultural
patterns that perpetuate women’s inferiority and impede their access to
property and inheritance;

(c) To ensure that all potential beneficiaries of war eparation, in
particular widows and women victims of conflict-related sexual violence, are
adequately compensated without further delay.

Elderly women and women with disabilities

38. The Committee notes with concern that thera Iack of information on the
situation of elderly women and women with disal@lét who suffer multiple forms
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of discrimination and are less likely to have ascés basic services, including
education, employment and health care.

39. The Committee recommends that the State party adopspecial policy
measures and programmes to address the particulareeds of elderly women,
and girls and women with disabilities, ensuring th& social protection and
access to education, health care, rehabilitation @hemployment opportunities.

Marriage and family relations

40. The Committee reiterates its concern that unther Child Rights Act the
minimum age for marriage is 18 years, while under Registration of Customary
Marriages and Divorce Act child marriage is allowetith parental consent. It is
also concerned that under customary law parentabeot to marriage is always
required for females, while it can be dispensedhwir males. The Committee is
further concerned about the prevalence of polygasnmarriages permitted under
customary law and the Mohammedan Marriage Act drad property is distributed
among the surviving widows of the deceased polygasniousband in proportion to
the length of their marriage. It is further conoednat delays in adopting the
matrimonial causes bill and at the lack of regitna of customary marriages.

41. In line with its general recommendations No. 21 orequality in marriage

and family relations and No. 29 on the economic ceequences of marriage,
family relations and their dissolution, the Committee recommends that the
State party accelerate its legal reform of marriageand family relations and
eliminate all discriminatory provisions in customary law and in the
Mohammedan Marriage Act, particularly those concerring marriage, divorce
and inheritance. It also recommends that the Statparty expedite the adoption
of the matrimonial causes bill and ensure that it overs all types of marriages,
including customary marriages, and guarantees equaights in marriage and in

the distribution of property following divorce. Lastly, the Committee
recommends that the State party systematically regter customary marriages.

Data collection and analysis

42. The Committee notes with concern the generak laf updated sex-
disaggregated data. It recalls that data disagdeelghy sex, age and geographical
location are necessary for an accurate assessmehné situation of all women, for
the development of informed and targeted policymgkand for the systematic
monitoring and evaluation of progress achieved tosahe realization of women'’s
substantive equality in all areas covered by thav@ation.

43. The Committee calls upon the State party to enhancehe collection,
analysis and dissemination of comprehensive data shggregated by sex, age
and geographical location, and the use of measurabindicators to assess trends
in the situation of women and progress towards theealization of substantive
equality of women in all areas covered by the Conwion.

Optional Protocol and amendment to article 20 (1pf the Convention

44. The Committee encourages the State party to ratifghe Optional Protocol
to the Convention and to accept, as soon as possplthe amendment to
article 20 (1) of the Convention concerning the meimg time of the Committee.
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Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

45. The Committee calls upon the State party to use thBeijing Declaration and
Platform for Action in its efforts to implement the provisions of the Convention.

Dissemination

46. The Committee recalls the obligation of the State grty to systematically
and continuously implement the provisions of the Covention. It urges the State
party to give priority attention to the implementation of the present concluding
observations and recommendations between now anddtsubmission of the next
periodic report. The Committee therefore requestshat the present concluding
observations be disseminated in a timely manner tahe relevant State
institutions at all levels (national, provincial, local), in particular to the
Government, the ministries, Parliament and the judciary, to enable their full
implementation. It encourages the State party to dtaborate with all
stakeholders concerned, such as employers’ assoddats, trade unions, human
rights and women’s organizations, universities, resarch institutions and the
media. It further recommends that its concluding olservations be disseminated
in an appropriate form at the local community leve|] so as to enable their
implementation. In addition, the Committee requeststhe State party to
continue to disseminate the Convention, the OptiorlaProtocol thereto and
relevant jurisprudence, as well as the Committee’gjeneral recommendations,
to all stakeholders.

Technical assistance

47. The Committee recommends that the State party condér seeking

international assistance and avail itself of techwmial assistance in the
development and implementation of a comprehensiverpgramme aimed at the
implementation of the above recommendations and th€onvention as a whole.
The Committee also calls upon the State party to ewinue its cooperation with

specialized agencies and programmes of the UnitedaNlons system.

Ratification of other treaties

48. The Committee notes that the adherence of th&e $arty to the nine major

international human rights instrumehtsould enhance the enjoyment by women of

their human rights and fundamental freedoms inagpects of life. The Committee
therefore encourages the State party to considéyiray the treaties to which it is
not yet a party, namely the International Convemtom the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Famg8ieand the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons fromf&rced Disappearance.

i

The International Covenant on Economic, Socia &ultural Rights; the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Intetioaal Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention ¢we tElimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women; the Convention agiifwture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Conventionhe Rights of the Child; the
International Convention on the Protection of thiglRs of All Migrant Workers and Members
of Their Families; the International Convention tbe Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance; and the Convention on the Righfeo$ons with Disabilities.
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Follow-up to the concluding observations

49. The Committee requests the State party to providewithin two years,
written information on the steps taken to implementthe recommendations

contained in paragraphs 11, and 33 (a), (b), (c) an(d) above.

Preparation of the next report

50. The Committee invites the State party to submit itsseventh periodic
report in February 2018.

51. The Committee requests the State party to follow tb harmonized
guidelines on reporting under the international hunman rights treaties, including
guidelines on a common core document and treaty-spiéic documents
(HRI/MC/2006/3 and Corr.1).
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