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Report including Concerns and Recommendations of

"The Coordination of the Families and Friends of Victims of the Gdeim Izik Events"
Submitted to the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations on the occasion of the discussion of the report of Morocco about the implementation of the articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

"The Coordination of the Families and Friends of Victims of the Gdeim Izik events"

Non-governmental coordination established in 2010

We call for your attention, which will be a source of relief to our irremediable affliction. The following link depicts those who were behind our tragedy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiAZemviCwk 
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I. The Coordination of the Families and Friends of Victims of the Gdeim Izik Events 
"The Coordination of the Families and Friends of the Victims of the Gdeim Izik Events" was founded directly after the 2010 events in the city of Laayoune in the Sahara region and the brutal murder on the morning of 8 November 2010 of a group of elements of law enforcement and civil protection agents, who intervened to dismantle the Gdeim Izik camp in accordance with the decision of the Attorney General. The dismantling of the camp was carried out peacefully by the unarmed law enforcement agents, and no casualties in the protesters were recorded. However, the intervention of the public forces and civil protection elements exposed their lives to danger, as they were attacked by some armed protesters in the camp who brutally killed 11 of them. These security elements were mercilessly slaughtered and mutilated, and their bodies were smashed and run over; the killers have also urinated on them.

Based on what had happened, the families and friends of the victims of the elements of the public forces and civil protection decided to found "The Coordination of the Families and Friends of the Victims of the Gdeim Izik Events" in 2010, in order to advocate their cause, and demand justice through the prosecution of the perpetrators to ensure that there is no impunity for those responsible.

The attempts of those accused of murder from the beginning to play the role of the victim, and introduce themselves as heroes adds to the pain and suffering of the families of the real victims among the public forces and civil protection agents who were deprived of their right to life, and makes them vigilant toward their cause.

II. Our concerns regarding the implementation of some articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

"The Coordination of the Families and Friends of the Victims of the Gdeim Izik Events" welcomes the presentation and discussion to be undertaken by the human rights Commission of the Moroccan State’s report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and in this context we raise our concerns and observations on the same report, together with recommendations to be included by the Commission in its final recommendations.
First, regarding Article 6:
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.

2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court.

3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commutation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence of death may be granted in all cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant women.

6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the abolition of capital punishment by any State Party to the present Covenant.

With reference to the first paragraph in Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, we highlight the following:

· With the growing interest in the right to life as a fundamental right that should be protected whatever the circumstances, especially that the international and local non-governmental organizations spare no effort to raise awareness of the necessity to ensure the right to life through campaigns and related mechanisms, and by launching thousands of appeals for the abolition of the death penalty, hundreds fall victim every day worldwide, either because of violent acts or terrorist attacks, or during local or regional conflicts. Despite the international community’s condemnation of terrorist acts and violence, attention is given to the victims, only whenever they were civilians, protesters or demonstrators who belong to protest movements, while little attention is given to elements of the security forces who fall victims of the atrocities perpetrated against them by demonstrators, or victims of terrorist acts as they were fulfilling their mission of the protection of civilians and property. No remedy or reparation is effectuated for victims from law enforcement elements and their families, unlike the civilian victims.

And this is the case with our beloved sons and relatives. 11 members
 of the elements of the public forces and civil protection were exposed to merciless killings while they were peacefully dismantling Gdeim Izik camp in accordance with the administrative instructions and the decision of the General Attorney. They were also exposed to torture, before they were put to death with knives through slaughter, backstabbing, head smash, and run-over by cars more than once, not to ignore the fact that their bodies were mutilated. The perpetrators have also urinated on the bodies of the victims as confirmed through the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uiAZemviCwk
This reveals that the murders and the disfigurement of the victims’ bodies were premeditatedly committed by the perpetrators, known today as the Gdeim Izik detainees.

· In this context, we consider that the most important right violated was the right to life for our beloved sons and our relatives.

And because the right to life as enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, is an unnegotiated natural right guaranteed to all without discrimination.

In view of the fact that the threats posed by violence, extremism and organized terrorism are threats that fall under the responsibility of everybody, civilians and law enforcement bodies, we emphasize the following:

· Our sons and relatives were systematically killed, which falls within the crimes punishable by the harshest penalties
 as provided for in the Moroccan law, and as stressed by international law that stands against impunity and lack of accountability
.

Despite the trial of Gdeim Izik detainees before a military court, reports of national and international non-governmental organizations have recognized that the accused of killing our sons were provided with guarantees of fair trial, and after the military court on February 17, 2013 issued the verdicts against the perpetrators of the murders and those who contributed to the murder, the Coordination declared its position vis-à-vis these verdicts
. The Coordination has also alerted and denounced on several occasions
 the confusion the Gdeim Izik detainees are trying to make for the international public opinion by demanding their release. What deepens the suffering of the families and relatives of the victims is the fact that some organizations issue through their reports recommendations that call for the release of those who have committed a crime that violates the right to life.

· Therefore, we call on the Commission to distinguish between the rights to be ensured to the detainees, before, during and after the trial, who were trialed as perpetrators of premeditated murder on the one hand, and the attempts to make the perpetrators of crimes victims and human rights activists on the other.
· We also raise attention to the growing pressure put on the Moroccan state by Gdeim Izik detainees and some of the supporting bodies for the release of the perpetrators, and we are afraid that the Moroccan state succumbs to the pressures for the release of Gdeim Izik detainees. We therefore urge you to include a recommendation for Moroccan State not to succumb to these pressures that endorse impunity.

The fact that the military law
 was reviewed in harmony with international law, and the new law that forbids the trial of civilians before military courts entered into effect should not be an excuse to endorse impunity for the Gdeim Izik detainees who were convicted of the murders they committed against the victims.

Second, regarding Article 20
1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law. 

2.  Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.

As families and relatives of the victims, we express our great resentment and concern over the attempts of the Gdeim Izik detainees, the perpetrators of the killings and the heinous crimes after the dismantling of the Gdeim Izik camp, to introduce themselves to the world, especially to the international human rights organizations, and to the various United Nations mechanisms, as victims and innocents, and even as defenders of human rights, while on the local level they and their supporters do not hesitate to admit their guilt. They praise the atrocities and terrorist acts they perpetrated, considering their crimes as heroic acts they are proud of. In this regard, we draw the attention of the Human Rights Commission to the racist discourses and hate speech constantly produced in relation to the Gdeim Izik victims. The following link is insightful at this level:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ligAlUf9Djw
This video includes footage of crimes perpetrated (slaughter, mutilation, torture after the murder, urinating on the corpses...) against the public forces and civil protection elements. The perpetrators of these crimes are depicted as heroes, praising the violence and crimes, not to ignore the fact that Al-qaeda anthem attached indicates they were praising terrorism as well, considering their victims as infidels.

Their statements, posts, comments and pictures on social networks reveal that these perpetrators carry extremist racist ideology that sponsors violence, terrorism and armed action, as confirmed through the following example of pictures and comments:
	Hamadi Rguibi aime cette publication de septembre 2014.



HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/banga.cheikh.7?fref=nf"
Banga Cheikh

1 septembre 2014 · 
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J’aime   Commenter   PARTAGER
Banga Cheikh, Habibulah Mohamed, Najmero Sahara et 91 autres personnes aiment ça.

1 partage
Commentaires

Afficher 1 autre commentaire
Paqui Lajarin Cano wapoooooooooooooooooooooo mi Banga Cheikh
1 septembre 2014, 22:33 · J’aime · 2
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Hamadi Mahmoud Khayak tach3chi3 machalah 3alik wald khlti
1 septembre 2014, 22:53 · J’aime · 2
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Mina Laabeid Wallah alla wanni
1 septembre 2014, 23:28 · J’aime · 2
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Lamiss Sahara Wani wald 3ami
2 septembre 2014, 03:48 · J’aime · 3
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Écrire un commentaire...


On the basis of the principles and provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination ratified by Morocco in 1970, and on the basis of the requirements of the Anti-Terrorism Law
, we request from the Commission to include a recommendation that urges the Moroccan state to implement law to punish whoever calls for hatred and praises violence and terrorism as done by the Gdeim Izik detainees and their supporters, as evidenced by the links and comments referred to previously.

III. Recommendations:
In light of the aforementioned facts, we recommend the following:

1. Distinguish between the rights to be ensured to the detainees convicted of premeditated murder on the one hand, and the attempts to introduce them as victims and human rights activists on the other.;

2. Ensure that the Moroccan state will not succumb to pressure from some bodies who endorse impunity for the Gdeim Izik detainees;

3. Ensure law enforcement through the punishment of anyone who praises offenses and calls for hatred and violence related to this issue.

IV. Appendices

Appendix 1: the statement No. 2 of the Coordination of the Families and Friends of the Victims of the Gdeim Izik events 
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Communique
e, ebriany 8%, 2013

W, the family members and fisnds of the vitims of the svents that sccompenisd the
dismantingofthe G Ik camp, having witnessed he proceadings of e fist sassion,on e I
of Fsbruay, 013, of th il o the defendants imvoled i the assassiton of oue | eltves (L
Enfoccement and Civil Protection mebrs) snd the mutilation of thic bodiss, maks the folloving

ststemment to the national end intermstional press:

- We stcongly condemn the systematic stempts at poltizing and distrting this cass, by
casortingto subterfugs in ordar to forcs this eal outof s ceiminal framevvock.

- We condsmmn all provocstions sxd stacks simad st our rights, ss family members of the
vistims,to damand justcs snd redrass. W ars committad o oursights snd we won't stop sxpressing.
and claiming s theough ous presencs, our mobilzaton and ous viglance theoughout ths vasious
stages of this tis i o cpacity as Caordinatng body of the relstives and fisnds of the vietims of

thass barberic crimas.

By ceaffiming our commitment t the fulfilment offustics and o th principl of a fie i,
72 demand thatjustis bs dons tothe vietims. W racall that it s ous assassinatedrolatives who ware
thevictims in this cass and that the suspcs prosscuted i ths context arsths dsfondants and that

thereis o room for ambiguiy or disinformation.




Appendix 2: Letter to Mr. Juan Mendez, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and to his Excellency, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, the High commissioner for Human Rights.
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‘Rabar, Seprember 19, 2012

To Mx. Jusn E Méndez
The United Nations Spacisl Rapporteur on torure and other crul, inbuman
or degrading trestment or punishment

Dess Mz Méndes

On the occssion of yous wosking visit to Mozoces aad given your credits nd
seputation a: 2 buman sights mulitsnt snd rous ssponsibiit 1 the Usited Nations
Specil Rappostess on tostuce and othes crue, inkraman oz degrading trestment oz
punishment,

The Cooxdinstion Committes of the Famlies of the Vietims of Gdsim Isik would
ke to dsaw youe attention to thei case snd the suffesings they have been endusing
for hmost o yesss now.

We sce the funilies of the victims who wese wosking for civil protaction, St s,
sz forces, the gendummesie and the nationsl secusty vietims who wes
tostuced, slaghtered snd motlted on November 5, 2011, duing the
dismantlement of the “Gdein Tzik camp”.

As fumilie of the victims, we found compensition for oue suffedngs only in the
I, bt, uafostunstely, the judical procsss in this case stops wheneves the voices
of the funilies of the sccused sise.

We would lke to desw yous sttention to the fct that the sbuses that may have
occusxed dusing the dismsntlement of the “Gdsm Irik cump” wese Limited.
Dosens were asssted bt wese selessed ltas on. Despite that, zome buman sights
activits st suppost themn. What happened to the victims, on the other hand, it 2
aave snd compound human sights violation. Indeed, 3 giovp of cuilims, who
e staging & sit-in, tomsied secuity personnel whie pesfomming theiz dutiss and
complying with the instoctions. Theis dght to Lfe was shused. They wase
Slaughtered. Theis cospses wese mutilted, desgged sway snd winsted on.

A father, 2 50n oc 2 brother was lost because of these heinous cimes. W ace stll
waiting foz justie to ssse ou suffeings. e csnnot swallow what happened noz
sk the deeadful pictuces ot of oue minds.





[image: image3.png]s fanilies of the wictims, we will not forget what happened, but we ask focjustios
€0 be done, 50 we can siy that human aghts ar indeed foc ll, 2nd not only for
those who have access and aze sble to get thei voioes hessd, even if they aze st
exploiting the values snd panciples of human sghts;

We did ot succsed in seaching you through the so-called "Sshri sctivists in
Lasrouae”, despite the fct that they witnessed the csime with theis ows res. And
ven the intemational osgenizations that hessd oue testimonias, when we lost o
Ioved ones, provided us with no sappost sad did not follow-up os forwaed ou czse
to you W slso started losing fith in the ceatal human dghts sctivists snd
assoations in Rabat. Ous csse has exposed the double standsuds of the humsn
sights spprosch that such sctiviss snd bodies sdopt.

We have neither the expesence nos the poteatial We will not be ining vp with
those who have such “expesence” snd insist on, by ignosing o case, %o that o
oices sze ot heszd snd the heinosness of the csime will not be zevedled.

We put oue fith in you snd hope that yors will provide s with yous suppost. We
would e you to:

o sequest the Mozocesn suthosites to provide 7o with the pictuses 3ad the
“ideos that demonstaste how the victims wese tortued, dasghtered and

emotlated;

* sgs the State to speed-up the judical process and pusish the pepettors
for the crimes of tostare, buse of the sight to kfe 2nd 2l fomms of croel
pu—

 provide sepasstions and spologize to us, for the memoxy of ous victims:

- abddmsid Attos - Yassin Bosktsn

- abddmonss E1Nahiow - Newsidins ait Al

- BadssddinTaki - Mobammed Naik

- Mohsmmed AL Bl - ANz

- BenEtsh Labbel - aemsaHaows
Sincesal,

‘On bl of the Fasiles of the Vietims of Gdaim Isik

DrissAtrtour.
Zakaria Bl Nachioul

Miloud Al Haguari

dinstonyisimessGimisk @amsi con Té: 2 e ses 70
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March 18,2015

To M. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein,

Commissioner or Human

Dese M. the High Commisione for Homan Rights,

On behalfofthe “Coordinstion of Familessnd friends of the victms o the Gdim k", we.
adiress you concermng the dosi of our beloved victms who belon to the security oress
and the cvil protetion mermbers, who have bee kiled and siughered by the so-salled "t
detaines of Gim Lik campr. In this context, we mention the following:

e vietims have intrvencd t dismantle *Gim Lz camp in Laayoure in the Sabars
cegion in November 8, 2010, in pursuance 1o the decsion of the Atomey Gereral in
November 7, 2010, cspecially that some members of the rganizing commite of this camp.
tried 1o devisc from legiumate proest for socal rights for hundreds of the protestos, 1o

Toeing them to s separtist slogans.

« Altough the representativs of the local authories have responded to the social
demands of the protestes,the organizing commitice reused to let th protestorsleave the
camp. For tis reason,the Attomey General took the decision of dismantlng the camp and
eeing people mside it 5t that moment. Among the vicms were our sons, broters snd
usbands rom the secury forces and cvil protetion members who intervened o cary out
the dismantling of the amp.

Out of respect tothe UN resolation 690 in 1991 with which the cesse-fire came into cffct,
the Morocean siate decided tat the dismanting of "Gdm ik camp” il be conducted
{hrough an unsrmed peacekecping intervertion. This resalicd i the klling of vctms smong.
the secury forces and the cvil protecion members,being trspped by the so<alled nov the
*detainees of Gaim L2k", who attacked the securty forees and il protecton members with
iffcent kinds of bladed weapons. They siabbed them in the back snd i he from, and
smashed thee skuls, urnating on and running over thee bodics with sports ity vehicls,
‘which shows th extent to which these murdeers were ready o commit such premediaed
crimes. Fo i reason, we refe y0u 1 3 documendary, which will give you a clar mage on
the homfic cnmes commited by  dewnces of Gdm lzk camp’
v soutube compseh e AZemiCuk.

M. the High Commissione for Human Rights, we also would like to sress the following,
poins:

T Sahraoui sctiviss and somm of thei supporcrs statto ropagste thei claims for
the relese of feeing the “detainces of Gdim ik camps", before every Security Council




[image: image5.png]e natonsl and the intermationalorganizations, who followsd the tril, did ot record
any vilationsthat affectth fae tral rules, except that the suspcts were traled in fron of &
militay cour ecording to the Milary Justice Code which s n ariel 4 that anyone who.
commited crimes aginst the milary forces wilbe brought o ria n front of the military

 The clim fo uting an e tothe prosscution ofcivilians i ot of military courts
was raised by the national and intemationsl organizations togsther with the Nationsl Council
Tor Humman Righs. This claim was recognized witin the drat bill which is now under the
prosess for ratfcation by the Parimen. However, the Sahsrou actvist and some of their
Supportes scem o have switched fom the demand fo aw reforms ofthe Military code 0 the
demand for the relcase of the *detainees of Gdim Lz campr, which i 8 feal provosation to
our fecing s familes f the victms of Gdm ik camp and 3 lack of respct for aw and
Judicia decison ssued sgainst the persons who commited th crimes sganst our beloved
vitims from the secuniy forces and civil pocction mermbers. The imsge of the murderers
beastly klingthem, smashin thei heads s urinsting ontheie bodics s 3 einous crim snd.
a hounting mghtmare toallofus.

The crmes committd by the *deainees of Gdim Lk camps” snd their supportrs did not
only kll the ictms in »brtsl way, butthy siso documented thei crmes and spread them
{hroughout the Polzario Front website, amnexed with AI-Quida song o gain the cmpathy of
the extremists ll over the worl. Vi the High Commissioner forHuman Rights we would
like o efer you tothe ik below: hpe o youtohe comwsc =l AIUD]

Ou beloved vitims se: Abdelmajid Atartor, Abdelmoumen Anchiou, Bade Eddine Atrbi,
Mobamcd Al Bousslam, Ben Taich EI-khat, Yassine Boukertas, Nour Eddine Eddarham,
Walid Ait Ala, Mohamed Najh, Al Ezaar, Anas E Houri

O the other hand, the crime was perpetraed, planned and exceuted by “the deaines of
Gaim bk ampr.

Theseloe M. the High Commissioner for Human Righis, we are witing 10 draw your
ttetion t the fct that the ealvictims are our beloved cleven sons, who werebrtaly kiled

at the atcrmath of the Gl Lz dismantlng by murderes who sec to sty the realty by
{aking the postion f the victims, which i something we highly denounce and condemn.

Sincerely yours,
"Coordination of Families and fieads ofthe victimsof the Gl

Milowd Bebousr Aot Atetour








The Coordination of the Families and Friends of the Victims of the Gdeim Izik events 





Our concerns regarding the implementation of Article 6 and Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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Banga Cheikh (who appears in the photo in front of this comment), is one of Gdeim Izik’s detainees, who is introduced by some organization as a human rights defender, whereas he doesn’t hesitate to praise violence and crimes through carrying arms and calling to violence by arms via the social networks.











� Abdelmajid Atertour, AbdelMoneim Enchioui, Badreddine Etrahi, Mohammed Ali Boualam, Bentaleb Lekhtil, Yassine Bouqertasa, Noureddine Edarhem, Walid Aitaala, Mohamed Najih, Ali Azaari, and Anas Elhouari.


� See chapters 392, 393, 399 of the Moroccan Penal Code.


� See the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and International criminal law.


� Appendix 1: the statement No. 2 of the Coordination


� Appendix 2: Letter sent by the Coordination to Mr. Juan Mendez, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and to his Excellency the High commissioner for Human Rights.


� Law No. 13.108 on Military Justice, which put an end to the trial of civilians before military courts, and was approved on 10 December 2014.


� See the Anti-Terrorism law No. 03.03.
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