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China – CHN37915 – Share trading 

13 December 2010 

1. Can private citizens in China buy and sell shares? If so, is this usually done via a 

broker? 

Private citizens in China are able to buy and sell shares. The buying and selling of shares 

is usually done via broker. 

Media and business sources indicate that private citizens in China are involved in buying 

and selling shares.
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News articles indicate that the buying and selling of shares is usually done though a 

broker. 

A February 2010 Economist Intelligence Unit article noted that A-shares, denominated in 

renminbi and available to Chinese citizens, “may be traded freely through a securities 

trading house under relevant laws and regulations”.
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A May 2007 Asia Times article also describes a person trading in shares using a broker: 

A taxi driver in Shanghai said driving a cab has became his “part-time” job, as his “full-

time” work is to “speculate in shares”. The taxi driver told a Chinese newspaper that he 

and his wife have a division of labor in the trade. His wife goes to an outlet of a securities 

brokerage house early in the morning on each trading day. He listens to the radio and give 

instructions to his wife by telephone to place orders.
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