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Disclaimer 
Country Information Packs (CIPs) are prepared by researching publicly 
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation Centre 
within time constraints.  CIPs contain a selection of representative links to 
sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin Information.  
Please note that CIPs are not, and do not purport to be, exhaustive with regard to 
conditions in the countries surveyed or conclusive as to the merit of any 
particular claim to refugee status or protection.  The General Human Rights 
Reports category contains links to information which may be useful for a number 
of the other categories.  

List of Documents 

   

1. Nationality/Citizenship/Residency  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (8 January 2008) Afghanistan 
Information on citizenship since the fall of the Taliban government (1996  2001) 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47ce6d7b22

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (18 December 2007) Afghanistan 
Issuance of birth certificates and marriage certificates; types of documents 
required by the applicant in Afghanistan or in embassies to obtain official 
documents 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d6543c22

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (28 February 2005) 
Pakistan/Afghanistan Whether an individual can be a citizen of both Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, particularly in the case of a person who was born in Pakistan to 
parents who are Afghan citizens (2005) 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=42df61d428 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (24 September 2004) Afghanistan 
Whether a citizen of Afghanistan who had left the country in 1994 continues to 

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47ce6d7b22
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d6543c22
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=42df61d428


retain his or her citizenship; if so, whether the spouse and children of such an 
individual, who are citizens of Ukraine, are able to access Afghan citizenship; if 
so, the procedure for acquisition of Afghan citizenship by spouses and children of 
Afghan citizens; whether the procedure is the same for males and females 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=42df608a14 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (18 December 2007) Afghanistan: 
Issuance of taskera (tazkira) inside or outside of Afghanistan; information 
contained in the document during the Taliban and post-Taliban period 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d6543dc 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (18 December 2007) Afghanistan 
The criteria and verifications used/established by passport offices in Afghanistan 
in order to issue a passport to individuals who do not possess identification 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d6543b17 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (13 December 2007) Afghanistan: 
Types of passports 1997-2007; issuance procedures, formats, colours, validity 
period 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d6543cb 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (14 July 2006) Afghanistan: National 
identity documents issued by government authorities that are currently in 
circulation in Afghanistan including passports, tazkiras, birth and marriage 
certificates, and the voter registration card; descriptions of these documents; the 
procedures and requirements under which holders obtain(ed) them; the dates of 
their introduction or last issuance (May 2006) 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=45f147d720 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (1 October 2003) Afghanistan: 
Identity documents carried by Afghan citizens; ease or difficulty in obtaining 
these documents 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=403dd224c 

  

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (2005) Law of Citizenship 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain/?docid=42d63de34 

  

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (4 January 2004) Constitution of Afghanistan 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=404d8a594 

   

2. Maps  

Afghanistan Information Management Services1 (2 July 2007) Kunduz City Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/kunduz.pdf 
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http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=404d8a594
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Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 April 2007) Herat City Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/hirat.pdf 

  
Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 April 2007) Jalalabad City Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/jalalabad.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (20 December 2005) Kabul City 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/kabul.pdf 

  

UN Cartographic Section (October 2005) Afghanistan 
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/afghanis.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (4 August 2005) Kandahar City 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/kandahar.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (30 March 2005) Mazari Sharif 
City Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/mazar.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) Capital Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/capital.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) Central Highland 
Region Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/central.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) North East Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/north_east.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) North West Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/north_west.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) Southern Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/southern.pdf 

  

Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) South East Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/south_east.pdf 

  

http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/hirat.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/jalalabad.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/kabul.pdf
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/afghanis.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/kandahar.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/urban/mazar.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/capital.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/central.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/north_east.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/north_west.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/southern.pdf
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/south_east.pdf


Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) Eastern Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/eastern.pdf 

  
Afghanistan Information Management Services (1 June 2004) Western Region 
Map 
http://www.aims.org.af/maps/national/regions/western.pdf 

   

3. Local Information/Language/Culture/Customs  

Britannica online (2008) Daily Life and Social Customs 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/7798/Afghanistan/226137/Daily-life-
and-social-customs

  

BBC News (26 January 2008) Timeline: Afghanistan 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1162108.stm 

  

CIA (6 March 2008) The World Factbook  Afghanistan,  
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/af.html

  

Kwintesstial (Date Unknown) Language, Culture, Customs and Etiquette 
http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-etiquette/afghanistan.html

  

Economist Intelligence Unit (January 2008) Country Report 2008  Afghanistan 
http://www.eiu.com/report_dl.asp?issue_id=1152919900&mode=pdf 

  

Ethnologue: Languages of the World (2005) Languages of Afghanistan 
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=AF 

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (January 2008) Country Fact Sheet 

 

Afghanistan  
http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/en/research/publications/index_e.htm?docid=376&cid=11

  

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office (16 January 2008) Country 
Profile: Afghanistan 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPag
e&c=Page&cid=1007029394365&a=KCountryProfile&aid=1018965292998 

  

UNHCR (31 January 2008) Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to 
Afghanistan 01 January 2007 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d78d5b2

  

UNHCR (May 2007) Afghanistan  2005 Statistical Yearbook 
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/464183592.pdf 
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UNHCR (31 January 2008) Map of Registered Afghans in Pakistan & Iran by 
Province of Origin in Afghanistan as of 31 January 2008 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d78c462 

  

UNHCR (31 January 2008) Map of Afghanistan  IDPs Assisted Return to their 
places of origin: January 2002  
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47da390b2 

  

UNHCR (31 January 2008) Map of Afghanistan  IDPs Assisted & Spontaneous 
Return to their places of origin: January 2007  31 January 2008 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47da37852 

  

UNHCR (31 January 2008) Map of Afghanistan  IDPs Population Estimate 
(Individuals) by Camps and Settlements: January 2008 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47da35b22 

  

UNHCR (31 October 2007) Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to 
Afghanistan  by Province of Country of Asylum: Iran, October 2007 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47551f252 

  

UNHCR (31 October 2007) Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to 
Afghanistan  by Province of Country of Asylum: Pakistan, October 2007 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=475520d92 

  

UNHCR (31 October 2007) Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to 
Afghanistan: Return by Province of Destination, 2 March 2002-31 October 2007 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=4755152f2 

  

UNHCR (31 October 2007) Map of Assisted Voluntary Repatriation to 
Afghanistan: Return by Province of Destination  Ethnicity, March 2002-31 
October 2007 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47551c312 

  

United States Department of State, Bureau of Public Affairs (December 2007) 
Background Note: Afghanistan  
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5380.htm 

  

US Library of Congress, Federal Research Division (May 2006) Country Profile: 
Afghanistan 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/Afghanistan.pdf 

   

4. General Human Rights Reports  

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d78c462
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http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/Afghanistan.pdf


Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (2008) Annual Report (1 
January 2006  31 December 2007) 
http://www.aihrc.org.af/Annaul_Rep_2007.pdf 

  
Amnesty International (28 May 2009) Afghanistan: "Annual Report 2009" 
http://report2009.amnesty.org/en/regions/asia-pacific/afghanistan

    

Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and Documentation 
(November 2007) - Country Report Afghanistan, 11th European Country of Origin 
Information Seminar (Vienna, 21-22 June 2007)  
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=473451a31e 

  

Freedom House (16 July 2009) Afghanistan: Freedom in the World 2009 
http://freedomhouse.org/inc/content/pubs/fiw/inc_country_detail.cfm?year=2009&
country=7550&pf

  

Human Rights Watch (20 January 2010) World Report 2010  Afghanistan 
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87390

  

United Kingdom Border Agency (Home Office) (16 November 2009) Afghanistan: 
"Country of Origin Information Report; Afghanistan"  
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226_1265211485_afghanistan-161109.pdf

  

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office (March 2010) Human Rights 
Annual Report 2009 - Countries of Concern: Afghanistan 
http://www.ecoi.net/local_link/135711/235822_en.html

  

United Kingdom Home Office (18 January 2009) Country of Origin Information 
Report  Afghanistan 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/afghanistan-100907.doc 

  

UN Human Rights Council (21 February 2008)Report of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan and on the 
achievements of technical assistance in the field of human rights 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain/?docid=47cfb4b22 

  

United States Department of State (11 March 2010) Country Report on Human 
Rights Practices 2009  
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/sca/136084.htm

   

5. Conflict/Security  

Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (July 2007) Cops or Robbers? The 
Struggle to Reform the Afghan National Police 

http://www.aihrc.org.af/Annaul_Rep_2007.pdf
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http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid
=33 

  
Amnesty International (April 2007) Afghanistan  All who are not friends, are 
enemies: Taleban abuses against civilians  
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA11/001/2007/d5bfc2a6-a2d5-11dc-
8d74-6f45f39984e5/asa110012007en.pdf

  

Agence France Press (3 September 2007) 500 Afghan police killed in five 
months 
http://www.e-
ariana.com/ariana/eariana.nsf/allDocs/97396E32B6F090B58725734 B0050132F 

  

Asia Times (9 May 2008) Afghanistan: "Afghan army far from fighting fit"  
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/JE09Df01.html

   

The Asia Foundation (23 October 2007) Afghanistan 2007  A Survey of the 
Afghan People 
http://www.asiafoundation.org/pdf/AG-survey07.pdf 

  

BBC News (28 February 2008) Taleban run 10% of Afghanistan

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7268467.stm 

  

Central Asia-Caucasus Institute (17 February 2010) Afghanistan: "Reconciling 
with the Taliban: Opportunities and pitfals"  
http://www.cacianalyst.org/?q=node/5269

  

Combined Security Transition Command Afghanistan (12 February 2008) - Fact 
Sheet Afghan National Police 
ttp://www.cstc-a.com/mission/AfghanjistanPoliceFacts.html 

  

European Center for Security Studies (January 2008) Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams in Afghanistan 
http://www.marshallcenter.org/site-graphic/lang-en/page-pubs-index-
1/static/xdocs/ research/static/occpapers/occ-paper_16-en.pdf 

  

Human Rights Watch (1 August 2007) Afghanistan: Taliban Should Immediately 
Free Hostages 
http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/08/01/afghan16550.htm

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (23 February 2007) Afghanistan: 
Recruitment by illegal armed groups and other non-state actors for voluntary or 
forced service and labour (2004  2006) 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=469cd6b519 

  

The Independent (14 January 2008) US attacks UK plan to arm Afghan militias,  

http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA11/001/2007/d5bfc2a6-a2d5-11dc-
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/us-attacks-uk-plan-to-arm-
afghan-militias-769900.html 

  
Institute for War and Peace Reporting (14 April 2010) Afghanistan: "Taleban 
Defiant Following Marja Operation"  
http://www.iwpr.net/report-news/taleban-defiant-following-marja-operation

   

International Crisis Group (4 October 2007) Testimony to the U.S. House Foreign 
Affairs Committee on Counternarcotics and Police Training in Afghanistan  
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=5110&l=1 

  

International Crisis Group (18 December 2008) Afghanistan: "Policing in 
Afghanistan: Still Searching for a Strategy"  
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1002_1230221134_icg-afghanistan-policing.pdf

  

International Crisis Group (30 August 2007) Reforming Afghanistan s Police 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/asia/south_asia/138_reforming_afg
hani stan_s_police.pdf 

  

Institute for War & Peace Reporting (6 February 2008) Northern Warlord Flexes 
His Muscles 
http://iwpr.net/?p=arr&s=f&o=342496&apc_state=henparr 

  

International Crisis Group (6 February 2008) Afghanistan: The Need for 
International Resolve 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/asia/south_asia/145_afghanistan__
_the_ need_for_international_resolve.pdf 

  

IRIN News (27 February 2008) Afghanistan: Poverty pushing youth into arms of 
Taliban? 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=76986 

  

Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (29 January 2008) Terrorism 
Knowledge Database, Terrorist Groups in Afghanistan, (last updated)  
http://www.tkb.org/Country.jsp?countryCd=AF 

  

The New York Times (14 January 2008) Afghans, Report for Duty 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/14/opinion/14neumann.html 

  

Oxford Analytica (February 2008) Afghanistan: North Instability Challenges 
NATO, 28  
http://www.oxan.com/display.aspx?StoryDate=20080228&ProductCode=OADB&
Story Number=

  

Refugee Documentation Centre (21 January 2008) (Q06714) 

 

Afghanistan 

 

State protection for former communists 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/us-attacks-uk-plan-to-arm-
afghan-militias-769900.html
http://www.iwpr.net/report-news/taleban-defiant-following-marja-operation
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http://newlib.lab.ie/uhtbin/hyperion.exe/Q06714

  
UK House of Commons International Development Committee (4 February 2008) 
Reconstructing Afghanistan, Fourth Report of Session 2007-08  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmintdev/65/65i.pd
f 

  

UN Security Council (4 February 2008) Letter dated 1 February 2008 from the 
Secretary-General to the President of the Security Council (Afghanistan 

 

Quarterly report on the operations of the International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), August to November 2007) 
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_presandsg_letters08.htm 

  

UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (January 2010) "Annual Report on 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, 2009"  
http://unama.unmissions.org/Portals/UNAMA/human%20rights/Protection%20of
%20Civilian%202009%20report%20English.pdf

  

UN Security Council (29 November 2007) Report of the Analytical Support and 
Sanctions Monitoring Team appointed pursuant to Security Council resolutions 
1617 (2005) and 1735 (2006) concerning Al-Qaida and the Taliban and 
associated individuals and entities 
http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/monitoringteam.shtml 

  

UN Security Council (March 2008) Report of the Secretary-General on the 
situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and security 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=47d4f0c32 

  

UN Security Council (28 October 2007) Report of the Secretary-General on the 
protection of civilians in armed conflict 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refworld/rwmain?docid=473c70362 

  

UN Security Council Committee (14 March 2008) Associated Individuals and 
Entities, Consolidated List established and maintained by the 1267 Committee 
with respect to Al-Qaida, Usama Bin Laden, and the Taliban and other 
individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with them, (last 
updated)  
http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/pdf/consolidatedlist.pdf 

  

US Office of the Director of National Intelligence (27 February 2008) Testimony 
before the Senate Armed Services Committee  Annual Threat Assessment 
http://www.dni.gov/testimonies/20080227_transcript.pdf 

   

6. Minority/Ethnic Groups  
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