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Disclaimer 
Country Information Packs (CIPs) are prepared by researching publicly 
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation 
Centre within time constraints.  CIPs contain a selection of representative 
links to sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin 
Information. Links are correct at the time of publication.   Please note that 
CIPs are not, and do not purport to be, exhaustive with regard to conditions in 
the countries surveyed or conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to 
refugee status or protection.  The General Human Rights Reports category 
contains links to information which may be useful for a number of the other 
categories. 
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List of Documents 
 
 

1. Nationality/Citizenship/Residency 
 
Government of Iraq (7 March 2006) Iraqi Nationality Law 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4b1e364c2.html 
 
Government of Iraq (15 October 2005) Constitution of the Republic of Iraq 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/454f50804.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (25 November 2013) Iraq: 
Residence Card and Public Distribution System (PDS) ration card, including 
purpose and validity; requirements and procedures for the issuance, renewal 
and replacement of the cards; frequency of fraudulent cards; whether a 
person can live in the country without these cards (1991-November 2013) 
http://www.irb.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=454958&pls=
1 
 
 

2. Maps 
 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (30 June 
2014) Iraq: Population movement (June 2014) 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53bbb5a54.html 

 
United Nations (March 2011) Iraq 
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/english/htmain.htm 

 
UNHCR (26 December2007) Iraq Atlas Map, as of December 2007 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/47b2a6350.html 

 
UNHCR (July 2007) Map of Iraq, Showing Ethnicity and Population (Millions, 
by Governorate) 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/46baccce2.html 
 
 

3. Local Information/Language/Culture/Customs 
 
BBC News (24 June 2014) Iraq Profile 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-14542954 
 
CIA World Factbook (22 June 2014) The World Factbook, Iraq 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/iz.html 
 
Ethnologue (2014) Languages of Iraq 
http://www.ethnologue.com/country/IQ/languages 
 
 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/4b1e364c2.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/454f50804.html
http://www.irb.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=454958&pls=1
http://www.irb.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=454958&pls=1
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53bbb5a54.html
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/english/htmain.htm
http://www.refworld.org/docid/47b2a6350.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/46baccce2.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-14542954
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/iz.html
http://www.ethnologue.com/country/IQ/languages
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4. General Human Rights Reports 
 
Amnesty International (23 May 2013) Amnesty International Annual Report 
2013 – Iraq 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/519f519518.html 
 
Human Rights Watch (21 January 2014) World Report 2014: Iraq 
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-chapters/iraq 
 
United Kingdom: Foreign and Commonwealth Office (10 April 2014) 2013 
Human Rights and Democracy Report – Iraq 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/536ccac714.html 
 
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (June 2014) Report on Human 
Rights in Iraq: July – December 2013 
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&layout=categ
ory&task=category&id=161&Itemid=626&lang=en 
 
United States Department of State (27 February 2014) Country Reports on 
Human Rights Practices for 2013, Iraq 
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper 
 
 

5. Conflict/Security 
 
Al Jazeera (27 June 2014) Mapping Iraq's fighting groups 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/06/mapping-out-iraq-fighting-
groups-201462494731548175.html 
 
Amnesty International (14 July 2014) Northern Iraq: Civilians in the line of fire 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE14/007/2014/en 
 
BBC News (12 July 2014) Iraq conflict: Kurds seize two oilfields in north 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28265064# 
 
BBC News (8 July 2014) 'Jihadistan': Can Isis militants rule seized territory? 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28222872 
 
BBC News (1 July 2014) Iraq crisis: Key players in Sunni rebellion 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28053496# 
 
BBC News (30 June 2014) Is this the end of Iraq? 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27815618 
 
Centre for Strategic & International Studies (9 July 2014) The New “Great 
Game” in the Middle East: Looking Beyond the “Islamic State” and Iraq 
http://csis.org/publication/new-great-game-middle-east-looking-beyond-
islamic-state-and-iraq 
 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/519f519518.html
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-chapters/iraq
http://www.refworld.org/docid/536ccac714.html
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&layout=category&task=category&id=161&Itemid=626&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&layout=category&task=category&id=161&Itemid=626&lang=en
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/06/mapping-out-iraq-fighting-groups-201462494731548175.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/06/mapping-out-iraq-fighting-groups-201462494731548175.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/MDE14/007/2014/en
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28265064
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28222872
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28053496
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27815618
http://csis.org/publication/new-great-game-middle-east-looking-beyond-islamic-state-and-iraq
http://csis.org/publication/new-great-game-middle-east-looking-beyond-islamic-state-and-iraq
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Combating Terrorism Center at West Point (30 June 2014) The Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant: More than Just a June Surprise 
https://www.ctc.usma.edu/posts/the-islamic-state-in-iraq-and-the-levant-more-
than-just-a-june-surprise 
 
The Guardian (19 July 2014) Baghdad bombings kill dozens 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/19/baghdad-suicide-bomb-kills-
nine-people 
 
Human Rights Watch (23 July 2014) Iraq: Civilian Toll of Government 
Airstrikes 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/22/iraq-civilian-toll-government-airstrikes 
 
International Crisis Group (20 June 2014) Iraq’s Jihadi Jack-in-the-Box 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-
gulf/iraq.aspx 
 
Jamestown Foundation (26 June 2014) Iraqi Kurdistan’s New Security 
Challenges 
http://www.jamestown.org/programs/tm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=4
2547&cHash=07866160d8dbe55e94c717f6d17ef870#.U9EPbdROPK4 
 
Reuters (24 July 2014) Attack on bus in Iraq kills 52 prisoners, nine police 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/24/uk-iraq-security-prisoners-
idUKKBN0FT0N020140724 
 
Reuters (22 July 2014) Islamic State crushes and coerces on march towards 
Baghdad 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/22/us-iraq-security-islamicstate-
insight-idUSKBN0FR0JU20140722 
 
Reuters (18 July 2014) U.N. accuses Islamic State of executions, rape, child 
abuse in Iraq 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/18/us-iraq-security-civilians-
idUSKBN0FN0T720140718 
 
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (1 July 2014) UN Casualty Figures 
for June 2014, the highest number of civilian casualties in 2014, Anbar 
province excluded 
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2155:un-
casualty-figures-for-june-2014-the-highest-number-of-civilian-casualties-in-
2014-anbar-province-excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en 
 
United Nations Security Council (11 July 2014) Third report of the Secretary-
General submitted pursuant to paragraph 6 of resolution 2110 (2013) 
(S/2014/485) 
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/third-report-secretary-general-submitted-
pursuant-paragraph-6-resolution-2110-2013 
 

https://www.ctc.usma.edu/posts/the-islamic-state-in-iraq-and-the-levant-more-than-just-a-june-surprise
https://www.ctc.usma.edu/posts/the-islamic-state-in-iraq-and-the-levant-more-than-just-a-june-surprise
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/19/baghdad-suicide-bomb-kills-nine-people
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/19/baghdad-suicide-bomb-kills-nine-people
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/22/iraq-civilian-toll-government-airstrikes
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq.aspx
http://www.jamestown.org/programs/tm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=42547&cHash=07866160d8dbe55e94c717f6d17ef870#.U9EPbdROPK4
http://www.jamestown.org/programs/tm/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=42547&cHash=07866160d8dbe55e94c717f6d17ef870#.U9EPbdROPK4
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/24/uk-iraq-security-prisoners-idUKKBN0FT0N020140724
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/07/24/uk-iraq-security-prisoners-idUKKBN0FT0N020140724
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/22/us-iraq-security-islamicstate-insight-idUSKBN0FR0JU20140722
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/22/us-iraq-security-islamicstate-insight-idUSKBN0FR0JU20140722
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/18/us-iraq-security-civilians-idUSKBN0FN0T720140718
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/18/us-iraq-security-civilians-idUSKBN0FN0T720140718
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2155:un-casualty-figures-for-june-2014-the-highest-number-of-civilian-casualties-in-2014-anbar-province-excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2155:un-casualty-figures-for-june-2014-the-highest-number-of-civilian-casualties-in-2014-anbar-province-excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2155:un-casualty-figures-for-june-2014-the-highest-number-of-civilian-casualties-in-2014-anbar-province-excluded&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/third-report-secretary-general-submitted-pursuant-paragraph-6-resolution-2110-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/third-report-secretary-general-submitted-pursuant-paragraph-6-resolution-2110-2013
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United States Department of State (30 April 2014) Country Reports on 
Terrorism 2013 – Iraq 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/536229e622.html 
 
 

6. Minorities/Ethnic Groups 
 
Agence France Presse (12 June 2014) Jihadist drive allows Iraq Kurds to take 
disputed areas 
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-drive-allows-iraq-kurds-take-disputed-
areas 
 
BBC News (3 July 2014) Iraqi Kurdistan profile 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28147263# 
 
International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex Association (May 
2014) State-Sponsored Homophobia 
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161 
 
The Economist (21 June 2014) The Kurds and Iraq, A winning hand 
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21604628-kurds-are-
benefiting-mess-iraq-will-independence-follow 
 
Minority Rights Group International (3 July 2014) State of the World's 
Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2014 
http://www.minorityrights.org/12473/state-of-the-worlds-minorities/state-of-the-
worlds-minorities-and-indigenous-peoples-2014.html 
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (3 July 2014) Iraqi Kurdish Leader Asks 
Regional Parliament To Prepare Referendum 
http://www.rferl.org/content/iraq-kurdish-region-barzai/25444211.html 
 
Reuters (12 March 2012) Fear as death squads hunt Iraq's gays and "emos" 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/12/us-iraq-gays-emo-
idUSBRE82B0VZ20120312 
 
Wall Street Journal (18 July 2014) Minorities in Iraq Follow Kurds in Pushing 
for More Autonomy 
http://online.wsj.com/articles/minorities-in-iraq-follow-kurds-in-pushing-for-
more-autonomy-1405669767 
 
Washington Post (14 July 2014) In Iraq’s disputed territory, minorities are 
embracing Kurdish control 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-iraqs-disputed-territory-
minorities-are-embracing-kurdish-control/2014/07/13/6dfe8b58-09ed-11e4-
8a6a-19355c7e870a_story.html 
 
 

7. Religion/Cults 
 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/536229e622.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-drive-allows-iraq-kurds-take-disputed-areas
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-drive-allows-iraq-kurds-take-disputed-areas
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28147263
http://ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21604628-kurds-are-benefiting-mess-iraq-will-independence-follow
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21604628-kurds-are-benefiting-mess-iraq-will-independence-follow
http://www.minorityrights.org/12473/state-of-the-worlds-minorities/state-of-the-worlds-minorities-and-indigenous-peoples-2014.html
http://www.minorityrights.org/12473/state-of-the-worlds-minorities/state-of-the-worlds-minorities-and-indigenous-peoples-2014.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/iraq-kurdish-region-barzai/25444211.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/12/us-iraq-gays-emo-idUSBRE82B0VZ20120312
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/12/us-iraq-gays-emo-idUSBRE82B0VZ20120312
http://online.wsj.com/articles/minorities-in-iraq-follow-kurds-in-pushing-for-more-autonomy-1405669767
http://online.wsj.com/articles/minorities-in-iraq-follow-kurds-in-pushing-for-more-autonomy-1405669767
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-iraqs-disputed-territory-minorities-are-embracing-kurdish-control/2014/07/13/6dfe8b58-09ed-11e4-8a6a-19355c7e870a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-iraqs-disputed-territory-minorities-are-embracing-kurdish-control/2014/07/13/6dfe8b58-09ed-11e4-8a6a-19355c7e870a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-iraqs-disputed-territory-minorities-are-embracing-kurdish-control/2014/07/13/6dfe8b58-09ed-11e4-8a6a-19355c7e870a_story.html
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General 
 
Human Rights Watch (11 July 2014) Iraq: Campaign of Mass Murders of 
Sunni Prisoners 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/11/iraq-campaign-mass-murders-sunni-
prisoners 
 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (30 April 2014) 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom Annual Report 
2014: Iraq 
http://www.uscirf.gov/countries/iraq 
 
United States Department of State (20 May 2013) International Religious 
Freedom Report for 2012, Iraq  
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#wrapper 
 
Minorities 
 
Agence France Presse (20 July 2014) Jihadists claim Baghdad blasts as Iraq 
rallies behind Christians 
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadists-claim-baghdad-blasts-iraq-rallies-
behind-christians 
 
Agence France Presse (18 July 2014) Jihadist ultimatum sparks Christian 
exodus from Iraq's Mosul 
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-ultimatum-sparks-christian-exodus-iraqs-
mosul 
 
Agence France Presse (2 July 2014) Fleeing Shiite Turkmen caught in Iraq 
limbo 
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/fleeing-shiite-turkmen-caught-iraq-limbo 
 
Amnesty International (1 July 2014) Iraq: Yezidis captured by ISIS amid 
mounting sectarian attacks 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/iraq-yezidis-captured-isis-amid-mounting-
sectarian-attacks-2014-07-01 
 
BBC News (21 July 2014) Iraq: The minorities of Nineveh Plain 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28351073 
 
BBC News (18 July 2014) Iraqi Christians flee after Isis issue Mosul ultimatum 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28381455 
 
Human Rights Watch (19 July 2014) Iraq: ISIS Abducting, Killing, Expelling 
Minorities 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/19/iraq-isis-abducting-killing-expelling-
minorities 
 
Human Rights Watch (28 June 2014) Iraq: ISIS Kidnaps Shia Turkmen, 
Destroys Shrines 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/11/iraq-campaign-mass-murders-sunni-prisoners
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/11/iraq-campaign-mass-murders-sunni-prisoners
http://www.uscirf.gov/countries/iraq
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#wrapper
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadists-claim-baghdad-blasts-iraq-rallies-behind-christians
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadists-claim-baghdad-blasts-iraq-rallies-behind-christians
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-ultimatum-sparks-christian-exodus-iraqs-mosul
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/jihadist-ultimatum-sparks-christian-exodus-iraqs-mosul
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/fleeing-shiite-turkmen-caught-iraq-limbo
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/iraq-yezidis-captured-isis-amid-mounting-sectarian-attacks-2014-07-01
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/iraq-yezidis-captured-isis-amid-mounting-sectarian-attacks-2014-07-01
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28351073
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28381455
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/19/iraq-isis-abducting-killing-expelling-minorities
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/19/iraq-isis-abducting-killing-expelling-minorities
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http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/27/iraq-isis-kidnaps-shia-turkmen-destroys-
shrines 
 
IRIN News (9 July 2014) Analysis: Iraq’s minorities under fire 
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100325/analysis-iraq-s-minorities-under-fire 
 
Reuters (9 July 2014) Iraqi Christians' flee violence, fear end of long history 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/09/us-iraq-security-chrisitianity-
idUSKBN0FE1L320140709 
 
UNHCR (27 June 2014) Iraq: 10,000 displaced from Christian communities 
near Mosul 
http://www.unhcr.org/53ad47569.html 
 
United Nations Iraq (20 July 2014) Statement attributable to the Spokesman 
for the Secretary-General on the systematic persecution of minorities in Mosul 
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2231:statem
ent-attributable-to-the-spokesman-for-the-secretary-general-on-the-
systematic-persecution-of-minorities-in-mosul&Itemid=605&lang=en 
 
United Nations News Service (28 June 2014) Up to 10,000 people from 
Christian communities flee violence in northern Iraq – UN 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48155#.U9EPw9ROPK4 
 
Washington Post (19 July 2014) In northern Iraq, gains by Islamic State 
threaten centuries-old Christian town 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-northern-iraq-gains-by-
islamic-state-threaten-centuries-old-christian-town/2014/07/19/7088f3b6-0f53-
11e4-8c9a-923ecc0c7d23_story.html 
 
 

8. Political 
 
BBC News (15 July 2014) Iraq's parliament breaks deadlock to elect new 
speaker 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28309190 
 
BBC News (10 July 2014) Kurds boycott Iraq cabinet in anti-Maliki protest 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28242401 
 
CIA (6 September 2013) World Leaders, Iraq 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/IZ.html 
 
New York Times (15 July 2014) Iraqi Parliament Elects Speaker in Effort to 
Form New Government 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/16/world/middleeast/iraq.html?_r=0 
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (12 July 2014) UN Warns Iraqi Politicians To 
Form Government Or Risk 'Chaos' 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/27/iraq-isis-kidnaps-shia-turkmen-destroys-shrines
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/27/iraq-isis-kidnaps-shia-turkmen-destroys-shrines
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100325/analysis-iraq-s-minorities-under-fire
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/09/us-iraq-security-chrisitianity-idUSKBN0FE1L320140709
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/09/us-iraq-security-chrisitianity-idUSKBN0FE1L320140709
http://www.unhcr.org/53ad47569.html
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2231:statement-attributable-to-the-spokesman-for-the-secretary-general-on-the-systematic-persecution-of-minorities-in-mosul&Itemid=605&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2231:statement-attributable-to-the-spokesman-for-the-secretary-general-on-the-systematic-persecution-of-minorities-in-mosul&Itemid=605&lang=en
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=2231:statement-attributable-to-the-spokesman-for-the-secretary-general-on-the-systematic-persecution-of-minorities-in-mosul&Itemid=605&lang=en
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48155#.U9EPw9ROPK4
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-northern-iraq-gains-by-islamic-state-threaten-centuries-old-christian-town/2014/07/19/7088f3b6-0f53-11e4-8c9a-923ecc0c7d23_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/in-northern-iraq-gains-by-islamic-state-threaten-centuries-old-christian-town/2014/07/19/7088f3b6-0f53-11e4-8c9a-923ecc0c7d23_story.html
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before-insurgency-world-bank-says.html 
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Al Monitor (6 June 2014) Transitional justice fails in Iraq 
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http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Electoral-Commission-resigns-en-masse-
over-interference-from-Maliki-and-judiciary-30659.html 
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Unaccompanied Minors 
http://www.landinfo.no/id/168.0 
 
Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and 
Armed Conflict (19 June 2014) Children Victims of the New Wave of Violence 
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