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3 Please provide brief background on Shiromani Akali Dal (Mann) and ISYF.

Shiromani Akali Dal (Mann)

The Punjabi political party Shiromani Akali Dal (Mann) (SAD (Mann) or SAD (M)), also
known as Shiromani Akali Dal (Simranjit Singh Mann) and Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar),
was formed in the mid-1990s by Simranjit Singh Mann, a former Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer.* SAD (Mann) is a splinter party of the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), a politico-
religious movement founded in Punjab in 1920 to organise and manage the gurdwaras in the
state and to advance Sikh interests.” The main branch of the Shiromani Akali Dal (known
simply as SAD, or as SAD (Badal)) is currently in power in Punjab in coalition with the
Hindu-dominated Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

In the 2007 Punjab Legislative Assembly elections, SAD (Mann) contested 37 of 117 seats
and won none.? In 2002, SAD (Mann) contested 84 of 117 seats and won none*, while in
1997 the party contested 30 seats and won 1.°

The main stance of the party and of Mann is advocacy for an independent Sikh nation
(Khalistan), and Mann’s group is often described as “radical”, and included with other
“radical Akali groups”. What radical activities the group engages in, aside from “raising pro-
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Khalistan slogans”, is not explained, and media reports suggest that “Mann tends to
emphasise that the fight for Khalistan should be done in a non-violent manner”.®

The Political Handbook of the World provides a brief paragraph on the Mann faction of SAD:

Shiromani Akali Dal (Mann)—SAD(M). The SAD(M), also frequently referenced as the
Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar), was formed by radical Akali Dal faction leader S. S. Mann
in the mid-1990s because, he claimed, other leaders had failed to adhere to the 1994 Amritsar
declaration (see SAD, above). Mann successfully competed for a Lok Sabha seat in 1999. In
2004 the party ran six candidates, all unsuccessful.

In a case dating back to 1991, in November 2006 Mann was acquitted of sedition for allegedly
advocating establishment of Khalistan, a Sikh homeland.

Leader: Simranjit Singh MANN.’

A recent response provides brief information on the SAD (Mann). Research Response
IND35817, of 17 December 20098, also provides background information on the history of
the Shiromani Akali Dal party, and on the Khalistan movement for a Sikh homeland.

The website of the Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) is accessible at the following URL:
http://www.akalidalamritsar.org/akali/.

International Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF)

According to the information sourced from the India-based South Asia Terrorism Portal
(SATP), the International Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF) is a proscribed organisation in India
under the 2002 Prevention of Terrorism Act. No recent ISYF activity is noted in this report.’

An April 2009 report from the Immigration & Board of Canada states that the ISYF was
founded in 1984 in the United Kingdom *as an international branch of the All India Sikh
Students’ Federation (AISSF). According to this source, the “ISYF “collaborates and/or
associates” with various Sikh “terrorist’ groups”, and “was banned in the UK in 2001, after
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which a “successor body’ called the Sikh Federation UK was created with ‘largely the same’
senior members as ISYF”.*°

Question 3 of Research Response IND34918 of 28 May 2009 contains brief information on
the ISYF and the Sikh Student’s Federation (SSF), in the context of their involvement in
protests against the Dera Sacha Sauda.*

4 Are the SAD(M) and ISYF known to threaten Sikhs and temple officials in Punjab
to raise and launder money?

SAD (Mann)

No reports were located suggesting that SAD (Mann) members use gurdwaras to launder
money, or that members of the party threaten members of the public. No reports were located
indicating that SAD (Mann)’s geographic range would extends beyond Punjab.

As noted in Question 3 above, SAD (Mann) is a political party, and while Simranjit Singh
Mann has been charged with and acquitted of sedition, he has also spoken publicly against the
use of violence in pursuit of a Sikh state.*?

ISYF

Information sourced from the SATP website and the Jamestown Foundation’s Terrorism
Monitor suggests that the ISYF raises its funds from Sikh diaspora communities, and that it
controls gurdwaras in these communities. No reports were located which claim that the ISYF
is presently active in Punjab or that it uses gurdwaras in Punjab to raise or launder money.
The ISYF is reported to have been involved in murders, bombings and abductions in India,
but no specific or recent reports of threats to local gurdwara members were located.

The SATP website states of the ISYF that: “In the past, it operated in Punjab and maintained
offices in many countries. At the present, the ISYF’s support-base is spread across the UK,
North America, Canada and other Western European countries”. Further, “the ISYF was
involved in terrorist acts including murders, bomb blasts and abductions. The ISYF had been
making efforts to execute terrorist acts in India, but had not been successful”.*®

On fundraising, the SATP website claims that “[t]he ISYF reportedly raised huge amounts of
funds from the Sikh diaspora”, and that ISYF followers “in the UK, Germany and North
America reportedly exercise influence over Gurudwaras and Sikh forums through which they
collect funds for the outfit”. Further, “the ISYF has established a human rights organisation
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known as Khalsa Human Rights Group”, which “emerged as a powerful fundraising unit of
pro-Khalistan terrorists located in foreign countries”.**

A January 2009 report in the Jamestown Terrorism Monitor states that ISYF leader Lakhbir
Singh Rode, reportedly resident in Lahore, Pakistan, “is wanted [by the Indian authorities] in
relation to cases of arms smuggling and conspiracy to attack government and political leaders
in Delhi, as well as inciting religious hatred in Punjab”. This report also states that the ISYF
“is believed to be the most active Sikh militant group based in Pakistan”, and that it is
“believed to have engaged in terrorist acts, including murders, bombings, and abductions in
India”. The report further claims that: “There are reports further attacks are being planned all
across India”; no details are provided as to the nature of these purported attacks.™
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6 Are Indian (‘Hindu’) officials reported to rape local Sikh women, in particular the
families of religious leaders and/or those suspected of supporting terrorist groups,
as a means of intimidating, punishing or driving the family out of the area through
shame?

No recent reports were located which claim that Sikh women are raped by local officials as a
form of intimidation or punishment. Nonetheless, some media reports and Sikh activist
sources claim that the systematic rape of Sikh women, particularly of those with husbands or
families suspected of involvement in pro-Khalistan groups, was undertaken by the Indian
security forces between the mid-1980s and mid-1990s.

A September 2009 report from the Pakistan Observer claims that: “In 1991, Brigadier Sinha
of the Indian Army publicly declared that the only way to subvert the culture of the Sikhs was
to rape and humiliates [sic] Sikh women”.*® Reports sourced from Sikh advocacy websites
claim that Indian police and security forces raped Sikh women. The Daily Burning Panjab
website claims that: “The Indian Forces ... began a program of ‘shudhee karan’, which was a
code name for the rape of Sikh women”; and that: “Many rape victims took their own lives,
unable to live with the ongoing humiliation at the hands of the Indian police”. This source
also claims that: “The abuse of Sikh women was and is widespread in Punjab. Mothers, wives
and children of Sikh fighters were considered legitimate targets”. *” The Sikhiwiki website
makes similar claims, that rape was used by “Hindu Indian Security forces ... to force the
surrender of Sikh fighters who were their relatives and also as a means of humiliating
families, even whole villages”.'® “The Sikh’ website (described as “A sister site to The Sikh
internet newspaper”) claims that Indian security forces carried out the “rape of Sikh women

and pillage of Sikh properties in the post-Indira Gandhi assassination riots”.*
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On a more general level, an August 2009 report on policing in India from Human Rights
Watch claims that rape remains under-reported in India due to “the outright refusal of police
to register cases and victims’ unwillingness to pursue claims due to fear of retribution, stigma,
and a belief that police will be unresponsive”.?’ The 2009 US Department of State Country
Report on Human Rights Practices for India claims that “NGOs asserted that rape by police,
including custodial rape, was more common than NHRC figures indicated”, and that “[a]
higher incidence of abuse appeared credible, given other evidence of abusive behavior by
police, and the likelihood that many rapes went unreported due to the victims’ shame and fear
of retribution”. The USDOS report further states that: “The law sets criminal penalties for
rape ... but the government did not enforce the law effectively. Only 10 percent of rape cases
were adjudicated fully by the courts, and police often failed to arrest rapists, perpetuating a
climate of impunity”. %
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