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[. Introduction

1. The Republic of Armenia hereby submits its thrdl fourth joint periodic national

report (hereinafter referred to as “the Report”) the implementation of the UN

Convention on the Rights of the Child (hereinafeferred to as “the Convention”). As an
exceptional measure, in order to help the Statgy gatch up with its reporting obligations
so as to be in full compliance with the Conventithvg UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child had invited Armenia to submit its third andufth periodic reports in one

consolidated report (see Concluding Observationsnehia, CRC/C/15/Add.225). The
Report covers the period extending from 2001-2009.

2. The Report is submitted under Article 44 of then@ntion. It was prepared in
accordance with the revised guidelines issued byGhmmittee on 29 November 2005.
Based on the revised guidelines, the State padyiges information on the following: (a)
follow-up measures taken with regard to the conolgidobservations adopted by the
Committee in relation to the second periodic repdrtArmenia; (b) implementation of
comprehensive national programmes and monitoringrofiress of such implementation;
(c) allocation of budgetary and other resource$; sdtistical data; (e) information on
factors and difficulties affecting the fulfilment the State party’s obligations.

3. The Report was elaborated by the interagency ingrgroup established upon the
Decision of the Prime Minister of the Republic ofrdenia No. 320-A of 21 April 2009,
with the co-ordination by the Ministry of Foreigrffairs of the Republic of Armenia. The
working group engaged in elaboration of the Rep@s composed of representatives from
all interested ministries and agencies:

(@)  Staff to the President of the Republic of Arnaeni

(b)  Government of the Republic of Armenia;

(¢)  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic ofr&enia;

(d)  Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia;

(e)  Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Regic of Armenia;
® Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia;

(@) Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs of the Redigbof Armenia;
(h)  Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenia;

0] Ministry of Education and Science of the Repaladf Armenia;

()] Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Armenia;

(k) Ministry of Territorial Administration of the Rmublic of Armenia;
()] Police adjunct to the Government of the Repubfi@rmenia;

(m) National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia;

(n)  General Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic om&nia;

(0) National Statistical Service of the RepublicAoimenia;

(p)  Court of Cassation of the Republic of Armenia;

(@) Office of the Human Rights Defender of the Rdjgubf Armenia.

4 GE.11-42454
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4. The Report was approved by the Government ofRbpublic of Armenia on 4
February 2010.

lI.  General measures of implementation
(arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6)

A. Review and amendment of the legislation of the Reiblic of Armenia
for the purpose of bringing it into conformity with the Convention on
the Rights of the Child

5. During the reporting period, Armenia has accettedand ratified a number of
important international instruments relating to tights of the child, which include, inter
alia, the following:

(a8 Two optional protocols to the Convention on Rights of the Child, i.e.,
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the RigHtthe Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography and OptionaltBcol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the involvement of children in adreonflict (ratified on 28 February 2005,
entered into force on 30 July 2005);

(b)  ILO Convention No. 182 concerning the Prohiliitiand Immediate Action
for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Lalr (ratified on 22 March 2005,
entered into force on 2 January 2006);

(c)  Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Rgnition, Enforcement and
Co-operation in respect of Parental Responsibgityl Measures for the Protection of
Children, signed in The Hague on 19 October 198ffigd on 20 December 2006, entered
into force on 1 May 2008);

(d) Convention on Protection of Children and Co-atien in respect of
Intercountry Adoption, signed in The Hague on 29yMED93, with the declarations
attached to it (ratified on 23 October 2006, erttén¢o force on 1 June 2007);

(e)  Convention on the Civil Aspects of Internatio@lild Abduction signed in
The Hague on 25 October 1980, with the reservatidiashed to it (ratified on 23 October
2006, entered into force on 1 June 2007);

)] European Convention on the Adoption of Childigtevised) (signed on 27
November 2008);

() Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaed and the Optional
Protocol to it (ratified on 30 March 2007);

(h)  United Nations Convention against Transnatiddedanized Crime (ratified
on 25 March 2003, entered into force on 29 Septe@d@3);

(0 Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants bynHa Sea and Air,
supplementing the United Nations Convention agaihstnsnational Organized Crime
(ratified on 25 March 2003, entered into force 8nSzptember 2003);

()] Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Tidffic in Persons Especially
Women and Children, supplementing the United NatiBonvention against Transnational
Organized Crime (ratified on 25 March 2003, enteérgol force 29 September 2003);

(k)  Council of Europe Convention on Action againgtafficking in Human
Beings (ratified on 20 March 2008, entered intaéon 1 August 2008).
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6. On 27 November 2005, the amendments to the Qatisti of the Republic of

Armenia were adopted through a referendum, which amed at bringing the main law of
the Republic of Armenia into full conformity withheé fundamental international
instruments.

7. The constitutional amendments of 2005 have furtleénforced the human and
citizen’s rights (including of children), and lelgisve mechanisms were developed for their
full and comprehensive implementation and promotion

8. Extensive work has been carried out with resgectnalysing the legislative
framework in order to bring the domestic legislatio line with the revised Constitution of
the Republic of Armenia.

9. The new Criminal Code of the Republic of Armeardered into force on 1 August
2003. Chapter 14 of the Criminal Code of the Rejpub Armenia regulates the criminal
liability of juveniles and the specifics of theinishment.

10. On 21 October 2003 the Law of the Republic afhénia “On the Human Rights
Defender” was adopted, which thoroughly regulates procedure for organisation and
operation of the human rights institution, and vahis called to ensure the promotion of
human and citizen’s rights without differentiatias to whether a person has attained full
age or not.

11. The new Labour Code of the Republic of Armeniswdopted on 11 October 2004
and entered into force on 21 June 2005, which dedua number of articles laying down
the procedure for and conditions of hiring minors.

12. The Family Code of the Republic of Armenia wasmed on 9 November 2004,
which clearly prescribes that “The State shall emghe best protection of the rights of
children”. Sections 4—6 of the Code regulate thetgmtion of the rights and legitimate
interests of children.

13. Adhering to the principles of social state, evernment of the Republic of
Armenia carries out consistent activities directddreforms in the main fields of life
activities of children.

14.  Particularly, it concerns the issues pertaiimghe care, education, upbringing, as
well as socio-psychological rehabilitation, produetlife and regular development of
children in difficult life situations and childrén need of special protection and care.

15. Issues in this field are multifaceted and amdi@@ned with the circumstances when
the families in poor living conditions and unfavahte moral and physiological conditions
fail to ensure necessary care and upbringing, disaseprimary social protection for their
children, and fail to fulfil their obligations due non-respect, neglect or incapacity.

16. Law-making activity, knowledge of legal normgdaheir application mechanisms,
as well as their introduction in practice have aecsgl role in this process, especially for the
specialists working in the relevant field.

17. The effective protection of the rights of thelahequires implementation of a
number of measures in accordance with the prisret by the State.

18. A new three-level system for the protection bildten — national, regional and
community — was introduced in the Republic of Arniaeim 2006.

19. A Commission for the Protection of Children agies at national level (see paras.
34-40 of the Report).

6 GE.11-42454
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20. The established institution ensures effectimdgadministration and regulation of
the child protection system, as well as the implatatton of strategy programmes adopted
by the State.

21. The introduction of a unified system provides tiee decision-making process on
the future life of the child in difficult life sitations, based on professional evaluation
results.

22. The main objective of the system is to implemantonsistent and co-ordinated

policy at the public administration level, whichlweénsure a consistent approach towards
the protection of children’s rights and interesteotigh the National Commission for the

Protection of Children’s Rights, divisions of Maetprans (regional governor’s offices)

and Yerevan Municipality for the protection of amién’s rights, as well as guardianship
and curatorship authorities in communities.

23. The composition of divisions for the protectioh children includes a doctor,

lawyer, psychologist, social worker, and pedagodpaesed on their professional evaluation
and conclusion, the child in a difficult life sitien is referred to a relevant childcare
institution; the child and his or her family areopided with professional advice and
support, by utilising resources of different ingtibns, including international and local
non-governmental organisations active in the Maafehe Republic of Armenia.

24. The established institution is called to enseifective, good administration and
regulation of the child protection system, as wed the implementation of strategy
programmes adopted by the State.

25.  The introduction of a unified system provides tiee decision-making process on
the future life of the child in difficult life sitations, based on professional evaluation
results.

26. On 7 June 2009, a Memorandum of Understandirsgsigmed between the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia and the Unitéations Children’'s Fund Armenia
Office. Within the framework of the Memorandum, tRarties agreed to implement a
number of measures, including directed at improventd the legislation aimed at the
protection of children’s rights.

27.  On 18 November 2009, the National Assembly aztbfite Laws of the Republic of
Armenia “On making supplements and an amendmerthéoLaw of the Republic of

Armenia “On the rights of the child” and to the Lay the Republic of Armenia “On

television and radio”, based on which the scopedisbemination of information and

literature, which negatively affects the health, ntaé and physical development and
upbringing of the child, or discredits the familyas widened.

B. National Programme of the Republic of Armenia forthe Protection of
Children’s Rights

28. The 2004-2015 National Programme for the Prateaif Children’s Rights in the
Republic of Armenia (hereinafter referred to ase“tArogramme”) was approved by the
Decision of the Government of the Republic of Arimaelo. 1745-N of 18 December 2003.
The provisions of the Programme are in conformitighwthe provisions of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child; the Prograwas prepared with due regard to the
recommendations of the UN Committee on the Rightgshe Child addressed to the
Republic of Armenia. It is aimed at ensuring thiilfuent of obligations undertaken under
the document “Favourable World for Children”, aslivas of the implementation of the
provisions of the Law of the Republic of Armeniarf@he rights of the child” (see the full
text of the Programme in the Annex).

GE.11-42454 7
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29. The aim of the Programme is to streamline tHeyd different fields pursued in
regard with children, recognising the priority sbues relating to children. Analysing the
current situation, the Programme sets goals asasell strategy for achieving those goals in
the following directions: improvement of legislaivframework, health-care, social
security, education, rest, leisure and culturad, liflelinquency and justice, as well as
monitoring of the Programme and follow-up measunégthin the framework of the
National Programme, the following measures wereettaien in the Republic of Armenia:

(@ Programme of State Support to Graduates of CB#éde Institutions —
2004-2015:

The Programme has been implemented since 200% fbreseen to be
continued until 2015;

(b)  Organisation of care for graduates of Nor-Khadbgpecialised orphanage —
2007-2008-2015:

At the end of 2009 the new building of the spes&di orphanage will be put
into operation, which is designed for the care@ graduates;

(c) Programme “When September Comes” — 2004—-2015:

The Programme is ongoing; it is implemented forosdthildren of the 1st
grade of general education schools from the vubierdamilies included in the
family allowance scheme;

(d)  Organisation of care for children in child camstitutions — 2004—2015:

Children are secured with permanent care; chileé ésrcarried out in the
institutions operating under the Ministry of Laboand Social Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia; these institutions include Rgigrphanages, including two
specialised orphanages; seven child care and fimtdwoarding schools, and four
benevolent orphanages;

(e) Development of minimum criteria for the care dafildren in child care
institutions — 2004-2005:

On 5 August 2004, the Decision of the Governmenthef Republic of
Armenia No. 1324-N “On recognising as a public adstration body authorised by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia and apipgpthe minimum state social
criteria for the care and upbringing of childreromphanages” was adopted;

Thus, it has been introduced in the child caratingins since 2005;

The application of the state criteria for the camne upbringing of children in
the institutions is under permanent supervisiotheyauthorised body — Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armaniin accordance with the
procedure prescribed by law;

)] Programme on deinstitutionalisation of childre2004—2015:

A programme on the “Services for return of childierthe care of child care
institutions of the Republic of Armenia to theinfdies (deinstitutionalisation)” has
been implemented in Lori Marz since 2006; its galto ensure the care and
upbringing of children in the institutions in thdiiological families, securing sound
guarantees for the productive life of the childhia family;

The Programme is implemented by “Aravot” non-goveental organisation
acting in Lori Marz of the Republic of Armenia, ledson the principles of social
partnership and at the expense of the State Budgjete 2006, within the
framework of the Programme, 30 children have bestarmed to their biological
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families; the institutionalisation of 120 childrefiom vulnerable families in
orphanages or other boarding institutions has peevented,;

(@) Introduction of the institution of foster famjlestablishment of a bank of
candidates for foster families:

The pilot project “Foster family” has been implerteshin the Republic of
Armenia since 2004; within the framework of the jpod, with the assistance of the
UN Children’s’ Fund and due to the joint efforts thie Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia and Fuiod Armenian Relief Children’s
Reception and Orientation Centre, 18 former edesat# orphanages are being
brought up in 16 foster families;

The care of 22 graduates of orphanages in 20 ftetdties is financed from
the State Budget since 2008;

The compilation of data of the candidates is ongpihis centralised in the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Repithdf Armenia;

The bank of foster families as well as of candidafier foster parents is
established in the “Nork” information-analyticalntee operating under the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs of the Republic of Aema;

(h)  Programme on securing the right to work of thédd¢ and preventing and
eliminating child labour exploitation and econoraiploitation of the child — 2007—2009:

Elaboration and implementation of the programmatiey to the right to
work of the child have been postponed;

Moreover, in 2008, with the financing of the Unitidtions Children’s Fund,
the Harmonious Development Society non-governmesrigdnisation implemented
the study “Child labour in the Republic of Armenid8ituation analysis); the
relevant report was issued, which was discussdtidinterested bodies;

0] Establishment of 25 community child day caretoest

Since 2005 two child day care centres have beabledted in Yerevan,
capital of the Republic of Armenia, as well as igu@ri since 2006, which are
financed by the State;

The Centre is designed to host 100 children simatiasly;

Four child day care centres in Tavush Marz of tepublic of Armenia have
been financed by the State Budget since 2008.

30. During the recent years, seven child developrasuat rehabilitation centres have
been established — and now operate — by the UNd@mls Fund in different Marzes of
the Republic of Armenia, and the child day caretreenf Goris in Syunik Marz has been
operating since 2008.

31. “World Vision” international non-governmental gamisation has established 15
community child day care centres in six Marzeshaf Republic of Armenia for children
with disabilities and children form socially vuldae families.

32. Due to the financial and economic crisis, impmatation of social programmes
provided for in sections 28, 30 and 31 of the NaldProgramme, is postponed.

33.  The issues pertaining to the implementationhef National Programme are in the
continuous focus of attention of the GovernmerthefRepublic of Armenia.

34.  With a view to implementing a co-ordinated pplith respect to children, as well
as ensuring the implementation of the National Rnogne on the Protection of the Rights
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of the Child, the National Commission for the Potiten of Children’s Rights (hereinafter
referred to as “the National Commission”) was eghbd upon the Decision of the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Armenia No. 835-A of Z&tober 2005 “On establishing a
National Commission for the Protection of Childrand approving the Statute and
individual composition of the Commission”.

35. It is an advisory body, the activities of whigre aimed at supporting the
implementation of a consistent state policy onghatection of the rights and interests of
the child, as well as at developing the child pcttsm system. The following agencies and
ministries are included in the composition of thatibhal Commission: the Staff of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia, the MinistfyLabour and Social Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia, the Ministry of Justice of tRepublic of Armenia, the Ministry of
Territorial Administration of the Republic of Armien the Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Armenia, the Ministry of Finances oétRepublic of Armenia, the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Armertia,Nlinistry of Culture of the Republic
of Armenia, and the Police of the Republic of Arrizen

36. The main functions of the Commission are thio¥ghg:

(@  Submit recommendations on the implementatiome&sures envisaged in
the 2004—-2015 National Programme for the Proteatibthe Rights of the Child in the
Republic of Armenia, on applications and complaiofs citizens with regard to the
activities of divisions of Marzpetarans of the Rielitiof Armenia (Yerevan Municipality)
for the protection of children’s rights, as well@sthe activities — carried out jointly with
state bodies and non-governmental organisations imeda at prevention of juvenile
delinquency;

(b)  Discuss the process of fulfilment of internatibobligations of the Republic
of Armenia in the field of protection of childrenfgyhts and submit recommendations for
their effective implementation, discuss draft regoiy legal acts regulating the relations in
the field of protection of the rights and interestshe child and submit opinions thereon, as
well as discuss annual activity reports of thegions for the protection of the rights of the
child and submit a brief report to the Prime Mieisbf the Republic of Armenia;

(c) Investigate and analyse the causes of violatidrike rights of the child and
submit recommendation on making necessary amendmientthe legislation of the
Republic of Armenia.

37.  Since its establishment, the National Commissias regularly convened sittings
during which both the urgent issues of the day el &s issues and achievements in the
progress of reform policy implemented in the fiefdorotection of children were discussed.

38. The issues of the agenda of the National Conmomsiclude the process of
formation of the regional divisions for the proieat of children’s rights as well as the
process of reorganisation of special general ethrcanstitutions, discussion of the
reorganisation issue of the Yerevan special scNool18 of children displaying anti-social
behaviour, the report of the Programme “Suppothtoimplementation of child care and
protection reforms in Armenia” and discussion @ tutput of the Programme, as well as a
number of other issues.

39. International and non-governmental organisatitange also actively participated in
the activities of the National Commission.

40. In 2008 the representatives of the National C@sion organised round tables — in
all Marzes of the Republic of Armenia — with thevidions for the protection of children’s
rights, other state bodies concerned, as well asgoewernmental organisations, where
issues and progress of reforms of the field weseutised.
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41. The following bodies have a special role in pinatection of the rights of the child:
local self-government bodies, represented by gaastip and curatorship authorities and
guardianship and curatorship committees adjunatetbe- at community level; regional
divisions for the protection of the child — at regal level; the National Commission — at
national level; the mentioned bodies, as authoriged self-government and state bodies,
are directly responsible for resolving issues metpto children, as well as assisting and
supporting children and their families in difficufituations. Particular importance is
attached to the activities of guardianship and touship authorities adjunct to the local
self-government bodies. In 1999, upon the OrdahefPrime Minister of the Republic of
Armenia, the previously suspended operation ofjtherdianship, curatorship and adoption
commissions was resumed in the Republic of Armenia.

42. The Statute of the Guardianship and Curator€lipmission was approved upon
the Decision of the Government of the Republic oh&nia No. 922-N of 22 June 2006.

43. The commissions function on voluntary basis ameé composed of the
representatives of the given community, quarter ioipality, police, general education
schools, kindergartens, and various responsiblectsires dealing with issues relating to
children.

44.  Guardianship and curatorship authorities, fmitig on voluntary basis, face
difficulties in resolving issues relating to chidr or in taking adequate decisions to
respond to a given situation.

45.  Currently, acknowledging the significance of tb&ue, measures are being taken to
create positions in those commissions.

46. In 2005 a working group was established with ghpport of the UN Children’s
Fund, which developed the “State concept papettiiprevention of violence against and
neglect of children, the principles of interagemmmyoperation and rules of procedure”; it
was presented by the Police of the Republic of Avim¢o the National Commission for the
Protection of Children.

47. The 2010-2015 Programme of co-operation betwien Government of the

Republic of Armenia and the UN Children’s Fund leen elaborated. The mentioned
document outlines the priorities and the strategpciv enable to ensure the protection of
the rights of the child. The 2010-2015 Programne lheen developed in conformity with
the national priorities of the Republic of Armengnd the Sustainable Development
Programme adopted in 2008. tendency to shift from assistance to development i
contemplated in the Programme. Being developeth&with the priorities of the United

Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAMg Programme will have its

contribution in ensuring child health, educationtrition and protection. It will help the

Government of the Republic of Armenia, through lazapacity building, decentralisation

and planning, to solve such interconnected isssetha poverty reduction and securing
child protection.

Independent monitoring: the role of the Ombudsmats Office in promoting the
protection of children’s rights

48.  According to Article 2 of the Law of the Republbf Armenia “On the Human
Rights Defender”, the Human Rights Defender (hexféém referred to as “the Defender”) is
an independent and unaltered person who is chavghdrotecting the human rights and
fundamental freedoms violated by the state andllsed-government bodies or their
officials. The Human Rights Defender of the Repulof Armenia, within the framework
of the powers vested in him or her under the said,lis charged with protecting the rights
of the child as well, through the following mechsms:

11
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(@) Considering complaints filed with the Staff dbetDefender concerning the
facts of violation of the rights of the child;

(b) When being informed of the facts of violation tbfe rights of the child
(through mass media and reporting of other persapsgkly responding to such situations
and conducting examination of the case by the Difeat his or her own initiative;

(c)  Paying regular visits to institutions for thebuinging of the child as well as
other institutions for the social protection of tpepulation (orphanages, women and
juvenile prisons, child care and upbringing indtitns, day centres, etc.), identifying the
issues existing in these institutions, as well asu$ing the attention of competent
authorities to the solution of these issues;

(d)  Organising meetings with non-governmental orgatidons dealing with the
protection of the rights of the child and considgrithe main issues also from the
perspective of the non-governmental sector, arubreting to these issues.

49. Moreover, since 2008 the Staff of the Defendenmenced an ongoing process of
examining the legislation of the Republic of Armeeron the rights of the child and of
elaborating specific recommendations on its impnemet. The first results were reflected
in the Defender's public ad-hoc report “On somebpgms in the legislation of the

Republic of Armenia relating to the rights of thkild” released in 2008, which was

prepared with the support of the United Nationsld®bin’s Fund and published with the
support of Eurasia Partnership Foundation. The rtepas been submitted both to
competent authorities and during the public hearingld in the National Assembly of the
Republic of Armenia. It is envisaged to implementir-the nearest future — the main
recommendations included in the said report orslative amendments.

50. Complaints on the alleged violations of the tégbf the child addressed to the
Defender mainly concerned the following:

(@) Difficulties in enforcement of judicial acts emaintenance payments, which
is conditioned by the failure by parents to makeintemance payments on time, by
concealing the real income, leaving for anothembgy as well as by failure to use all the
possibilities reserved to the compulsory enforcamefficers under the legislation for
ensuring the compulsory enforcement of judicialsably them, their non-operative
behaviour and, in some cases, by their inaction;

(b) Cases of abuse of parental rights towards tild by separated parents. The
parent living separately from the child due to vas reasons, mainly divorce, often abuses
the right to visit the child to the detriment ofettbest interests of the child. The
guardianship and curatorship authority whose gpeton in legal proceedings involving
such issues is compulsory, must examine the igswvance with the utmost care and
have the answers to all the questions. Meanwhilegraling to the Defender, the position of
this authority is often conditioned by the sympafby one of the parents and not by the
obligation to protect the interests of the child,;

(c) The acts (inaction) of guardianship and curddiprsauthorities, i.e., their
conclusions and decisions on assigning the catieeo€hild to one of the parents, deciding
on the appropriateness of the stay of the chilth wite of the parents and on other disputes
concerning the child.

2. Budgetary allocations for children

51. Information on the amount and percentage oftthéget devoted to children is
presented in Annex 1.
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52. Information on the actual State Budget finandorg2007-2008 and funds envisaged

for 2009 with respect to the programmes “Childredaly care services”, “Children’s
boarding care and protection services”, “Socialkecservices for children in risk zone”,
“Services for introduction of the institution ofdier family in the Republic of Armenia”,
“Provision of monetary assistance package to thalitss of children transferred to their
biological families” is given below.

On the actual financing for 2007-2008 and funds eisaged for 2009 within the scope
of the funds envisaged by the State Budget of 20009

Title of the programme 2007 2008 2009

Provision of monetary assistance to children of
school age in the care of children’s boarding heuse 1254 280.9 1350716.3 1672853.9

Social care services 128 712.2 132501.4 145 617.8

Services of return to family of children in the eaf
child care institutions of the Republic of Armenia

(deinstitutionalisation) 17 102.3 19 609.9 20 426
Services of introduction of the institution of fest
family in the Republic of Armenia 0 15 797.3 23055

Services of boarding care and protection of childre 283 239.9 696 522.2 909 188.2

53. The gender and age composition of the permapemtlation of the Republic of
Armenia by groups, urban and rural areas is givetavin

The gender and age composition of the permanentlatipn of the Republic of Armenia
by age groups, urban and rural areas as of 1 Jagi009 and 1 January 2008

Number of the permanent population of the Republiof Armenia by gender and age
as of 1 January 2009

Urban population Rural population Total population

Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total
Mf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
04 64 327 56 792 121119 38 083 32116 70 199 102 410 88 908 191 318
5-9 59014 52468 111482 38 704 32 394 71098 97 718 84 862 182 580
10-14 69 247 63 275 132522 49 696 45 067 94 763 118 943 108 342 227 285
15-19 91 968 88644 180612 64 098 61169 125267 156 066 149 813 305 879
20-24 98 124 98 062 196 186 61 993 58 817 120810 160 117 156 879 316 996
25-29 92 053 94 537 186 590 49 604 46 140 95 744 141 657 140 677 282 334
30-34 75 638 79520 155158 37 470 38 002 75472 113 108 117 522 230 630
35-39 61 634 68 374 130008 34 220 35231 69 451 95 854 103 605 199 459
40-44 59 695 71535 131230 41 497 41 036 82 533 101 192 112571 213 763
45-49 77 595 93739 171334 49 317 47 155 96 472 126 912 140 894 267 806
50-54 70777 85323 156 100 35409 35 066 70 475 106 186 120 389 226 575
55-59 53416 66 490 119 906 20944 22971 4 3915 74 360 89 461 163 821
60—-64 29476 38131 67 607 10610 13 309 23919 40 086 51 440 91 526
65-69 29 466 40 370 69 836 13520 19 054 32574 42 986 59 424 102 410
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Urban population

Rural population

Total population

Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total
Mf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
70-74 27011 39 367 66 378 15982 22 896 38 878 42993 62 263 105 256
75-79 18 426 28 307 46 733 13 165 18 997 32162 31591 47 304 78 895
80+ 9432 21173 30 605 6 654 14 184 20 838 16 086 35 357 51 443
Total 987299 1086107 2073406 580 966 583604 11@® 52568265 1669711 3237976
Number of the permanent population of the Republiof Armenia by gender and age
as of 1 January 2008
Urban population Rural population Total population
Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total
Age 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0-4 62 484 55158 117642 37 143 31177 68 320 99 627 86 335 185 962
5-9 60 187 53803 113990 40 741 34271 75012 100 928 88 074 189 002
10-14 72 034 66 756 138 790 52 168 48 096 100 264 124 202 114 852 239 054
15-19 95 244 92 446 187 690 65 280 62754 128 034 160 524 155 200 315724
20-24 98 446 99273 197719 60 434 56 854 117 288 158 880 156 127 315 007
25-29 89 749 92 698 182 447 46 887 44 237 91124 136 636 136 935 273571
30-34 72 751 77293 150044 36 228 37 029 73 257 108 979 114 322 223 301
35-39 60 390 67 590 127980 34 874 35634 70 508 95 264 103 224 198 488
40-44 62 560 75971 138531 43 874 42 885 86 759 106 434 118 856 225 290
45-49 79 822 95770 175592 48 407 46 353 94 760 128 229 142 123 270 352
50-54 67 156 81445 148601 32071 31 895 63 966 99 227 113 340 212 567
55-59 51 323 62 977 114 300 19 106 21 375 40 481 70 429 84 352 154 781
60-64 25341 33189 58 530 9123 11 554 20677 34 464 44 743 79 207
65-69 34 538 46 675 81213 16 544 23118 39 662 51 082 69 793 120 875
70-74 25617 36 866 62 483 15940 22 185 38 125 41 557 59 051 100 608
75-79 18 440 28694 47134 13 409 19 593 33 002 31 849 48 287 80 136
80+ 8 445 19 346 27 791 5801 12 569 18 370 14 246 31915 46 161
Total 984527 1085950 2070477 578030 581579 118061562557 1667529 3230086
Cooperation with civil society
54.  Acknowledging that the best way of fighting #@ial orphanhood of children is to
place the child with the family and to provide himher with an opportunity to be brought
up in a family environment, the state social polaryd measures are currently aimed at
supporting the families to ensure the normal dgualent of children in the family.
55.  To this end, the Ministry of Labour and Socidfadts of the Republic of Armenia
announced a tender for implementing the “Pilot paogme of deinstitutionalisation of
children from Lori Marz's Vanadzor Orphanage, VamadNo. 2 and No. 3, Stepanavan
No. 1 and Spitak No. 1 general education specsitiions for orphans, children deprived
of parental care and children with mental retaadétiapproved by the Decision of the
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Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 206-N1&f January 2006, as well as for
selecting a non-governmental organisation and foviging to it a grant in the prescribed
manner. “Aravot” non-governmental charitable orgation of Lori Marz was selected as a
result of the tender.

56. The goal of the programme “Services for returptdaldren in the care of child care
institutions of the Republic of Armenia to theinfdies (deinstitutionalisation)”, underway
in Lori Marz of the Republic of Armenia since 20@6to ensure the care and upbringing of
children in the institutions in their biologicalrfdlies, securing sound guarantees for the
productive life of the child in the family. The Reot is implemented by “Aravot” non-
governmental organisation acting in Lori Marz oé tRepublic of Armenia, based on the
principles of social partnership and at the experidghe State Budget.

57.  Within the framework of the Programme, 30 cla@ldhave been returned to their
biological families; the institutionalisation of Q2children from vulnerable families in
orphanages or other boarding institutions has bpevented. The Programme is
implemented in accordance with the agreement amastef reference concluded with the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Repighbf Armenia. Quarterly reports are
submitted on the works performed.

58. The introduction of the institution of fosternfdy largely contributes to the
resolution of the issue of deinstitutionalisatidrchildren.

59. This issue was also addressed through bothmefgrthe legal framework and
implementing pilot projects.

60. According to Article 139 of the Family Code d&tRepublic of Armenia, children
deprived of parental care are placed with fostenilfas for upbringing.

61. Children Support Foundation Centre (earlier réhff€hildren’s Reception and
Orientation Centre”) of the Fund for Armenian REliinctioning since 2000, has a long-
standing record of co-operation with the Ministrfy laabour and Social Affairs of the
Republic of Armenia.

62. Based on the recommendation of the United Nat©hildren’s Fund, the idea of
foster family was developed in 2004 in collabonatiwith the Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, and arking group was set up to realise that
idea.

63.  Since 2006, a pilot project “Foster Family” isderway in Lori and Gegharkunik

Marzes. Within the framework of the Project, witietassistance of the UN Children’s’
Fund and due to joint efforts of the Ministry oflaur and Social Affairs of the Republic

of Armenia and Fund for Armenian Relief ChildreReception and Orientation Centre, 18
former educatees of orphanages are being brought 1 foster families.

64.  Until 2008, the payment for their care was matthe expense of the funds of the
United Nations Children’s Fund. Since January 2fi@8er families are financed from the
funds of the State Budget of the Republic of Arraeni

65. As of 2009, 22 children deprived of parentakcare being brought up in 20 foster
families

66. The procedure for placement of the child withfoater family has also been
developed; relations pertaining to the placemera ofild deprived of parental care with a
foster family for bringing up are defined.

67. The necessary legal framework for the processidsdown in the Decision of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 459-N8May 2008 “On approving the
procedure for placing children with foster famili¢se payment procedure and amount of
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monthly funds paid to foster families for the maimance of each child and payment
procedure and amount of remuneration paid to fdatailies for the care and upbringing of
the child, as well as the form of the agreementhenplacement of the child with the foster
family”.

68. The mission of the Centre is to provide asst&an children that found themselves
in difficult life conditions, are abandoned, thaffered different hardships and abuses, and
children whose basic needs are not met and whghts rare violated.

69. The staff of the Centre provides professionalstance to families in the care and
upbringing of children.

70. In 2003 the Ministry of Labour and Social Affaiof the Republic of Armenia
commenced the Programme of State Support to Gresle&tChild Care Institutions of the
Republic of Armenia. The implementation of this gl@mme is based on the provisions
(point 4) of the Memorandum of Understanding sighetween the Government of the
Republic of Armenia and European Commission Foddt@droject in 2001, Article 9 of
the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On social piiten of children left without parental
care” (HO-421-N of 24 September 2002) and the Rmogne of State Support to Graduates
of Child Care Institutions of the Republic of Armi@rapproved by the Decision of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 1419-N36f October 2003. The following
activities are envisaged to be implemented undePtiogramme:

(@)  Surveys among graduates, preparation of indatigtogrammes;
(b)  Social patronage of beneficiaries;

(c)  Provision of housing;

(d)  Professional orientation, education and training

(e)  Assuring income for covering basic needs;

® Aid in kind (provision of property);

(o) Provision of medical aid;

(h)  Provision of legal assistance.

71. During USSR years the State took care of isse&sting to the graduates of
orphanages. Back in those years these personspn@rled with housing, employment,
and with an opportunity to receive free education.

72.  After the independence, the orphanages wererestanith adequate conditions;
however, issues of graduates of orphanages atérldaving these orphanages were not
addressed in a systemised manner.

73. That is the reason why, although the Programmnentenced in 2003, graduates of
years 1991 to 2003 were also included in it.

74. In the first years the Programme mainly focusedissues of persons who had
graduated from orphanages before 2003; most otétpessons did not have shelter, had
serious psychological and health problems, many dmatictions. It was due to uniting
efforts and work of multidisciplinary teams thab&came possible to enable these persons
to live a decent life.

75. The Programme was implemented by the Armeniamdgeatic Forum non-
governmental organisation in 2003—2005, while thed=for Armenian Relief took the gear
since 2006.

76. Three hundred and fifty six graduates were wewl in surveys under the
Programme financing, out of which 282 (includingdpates of 2008) became beneficiaries
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of the Programme. Forty graduates that participatesuirveys are included in the waiting

lists and will become beneficiaries of the Prograrmimthe upcoming years. The other 34
either do not meet the criteria set by the Programar have possessions left by their
parents, or are not residing in the Republic of Ania. Personal files of all these persons
are kept at the Ministry of Labour and Social Affailn the years 2003—-2008:

(a) 282 graduates became beneficiaries;

(b) 24 beneficiaries received vocational training;

(c) 57 beneficiaries received primary vocationalcdion;
(d) 60 beneficiaries received vocational training;

(e) 13 beneficiaries received secondary vocatiodatation;
)] 17 beneficiaries received higher education;

(g) 82 new graduates received lump-sum monetargtassie;

(h) 237 beneficiaries underwent medical examinataord received medical
assistance, 25 beneficiaries underwent surgery;

0] 4 legal proceedings were dismissed.

77.  Under the programmes, 149 apartments were psgdha 2003—2007, and property
for furnishing the apartments purchased in the moeat period was fully purchased.
Graduates having received apartments have recéieegroperty. Property envisaged by
the Programme for years 2008—2009 was not purclsised the property envisaged by the
programmes of earlier years had been purchasechaticbeen stored in the state non-
commercial organisations of the system.

78. As of the end of 2009, 173 beneficiaries aretlom waiting list for receiving
apartments. Every year 30-35 educatees graduatedrphanages, and most of them are
potential beneficiaries.

79. The apartments are provided under the conddforen years of gratuitous use; to
this end, trilateral agreement on gratuitous useoixluded (between the beneficiary, the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the St&eoperty Management Department
adjunct to the Government of the Republic of Arragni

80. In the waiting list for receiving apartmentsréhare currently 83 persons belonging
to the group of children left without parental cak® tenders have been announced under
the programmes for years 2008-2009.

81. The draft decision of the Government of the Rdipuof Armenia “On approving
the procedure for registration for the purpose edotving housing issues of persons
belonging to the group of children left without eatal care; the procedure for providing
apartment purchase certificates for the purposeesblving housing issues of persons
belonging to the group of children left without eatal care; the Programme of State
Support to Persons Belonging to the Group of Caiildreft Without Parental Care; as well
as repealing the Decisions of the Government oRépublic of Armenia No. 983-N of 23
July 2003 and No. 1419-N of 30 October 2003” wabetated and submitted to interested
ministries.

82. The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of tieepublic of Armenia closely co-
operates with “Huysi Kamurj” non-governmental orgation, which was founded in 1996
with an objective to support the social integratminchildren with disabilities and their
parents as full member of society, and to protéairtright to education and full
participation in social life.
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83.  Since 2008, based on the principles of socighpeship, child care day centres in
Tavush Marz provide social care services for chitdin difficult situations.

84. Since 2001, “Huysi Kamurj” non-governmental argation initiated the
establishment of child development community centreTavush Marz — Dilijan, ljevan,
Berd and Noyemberyan, which are co-financed byStiage.

85. Today children and adolescents with disabiliiesl socio-psychological problems
benefit from the services provided by these centtles activities whereof are mainly
directed at supporting the social integration afdrkn in difficult situations.

86. The Programme is implemented in accordance mihsure 29 in Annex 2 of the
2004-2015 National Programme for the Protectionthef Rights of the Child in the
Republic of Armenia approved by the Decision of thevernment of the Republic of
Armenia No. 1745-N of 18 December 2003.

87. Children in the Centre are taught self-servikdlss and various development
methodologies and games — which reveal and strengtie potential of the given child
— are organised by the specialists.

88. The Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of tfepublic of Armenia effectively
co-operates with a number of international and llawan-governmental organisations
having significant contribution in the field of pection of the child in the Republic of
Armenia.

4. Dissemination of the provisions of the Conventioand measures taken to make the
provisions of the Convention widely known

89. Provisions of the Convention on the Rights & @hild are published and widely
disseminated in the Republic of Armenia in the foofmbooklets and posters. Public
hearings on various issues relating to the rightshddren are regularly held. The United
Nations Children’s Fund and the National Assembiyth® Republic of Armenia have
organised various awareness-raising events, e.gibigans of photos in the major
settlements of the Republic of Armenia.

90. The Republic of Armenia pays great attentiohuman rights education considering
it as an important factor contributing to the depehent of democracy. Thus, since 2001,
Human Rights is included as a separate subjedtergéneral education curriculum and is
taught in the 9th grade. Students study also “Cl#ucation” and “State and Law”
subjects. The activities undertaken by the RepubliArmenia towards education and
teaching of human rights are thoroughly descrilmegara. 50 of the second and third joint
periodic report on the Implementation of the UNemttional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.

91. Since 2001, with the support of the UN Childeefund and “Project Harmony”

international non-governmental organisation, tragnicourses are conducted for police
officers dealing with juveniles on the topics deded to the rights of children and the
psychological assistance to children in difficultuations. About 80 employees were
trained only in 2008. Every year police officersalileg with juveniles pass special trainings
at the training academy of the Police of the Repulfl Armenia. In 2006, with the support
of the UN Children’s Fund, a working group was bEthed which developed a manual
titted “Guidelines for reviewing the job descripti@f the employees of the Police of the
Republic of Armenia dealing with juvenile mattersijes of conduct and professional
guidelines”, which enables the police officers dealvith juvenile matters to make correct
decisions and work in difficult situations they éaio dealing with juveniles.
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Definition of the child (art. 1)

92. In addition to the information on the definitiohthe child provided in the previous
report, the following developments were recordedmduthe period covered by the present
report.

93. Article 6 (4) of the Constitution of the Repubtf Armenia amended through the
referendum of 27 November 2005, defines that iational treaties are a constituent part
of the legal system of the Republic of Armenia. \Wheatified international treaties lay

down rules other than those provided for by lals, norms of international treaties shall
apply.

94. Thus, the rights of the child are protectedhi@ Republic of Armenia not only by
domestic laws and legal acts, but also by inteonati treaties ratified or approved by the
Republic of Armenia, including the provisions oétbIN Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

95. Article 36 of the Constitution of the Republi€ Armenia prescribes that parents
shall have the right and obligation to take carai@bringing, health, full and harmonious
development and education of their children.

96. According to Article 32 of the Constitution dfet Republic of Armenia, it shall be
prohibited to admit children under the age of @Ertdo permanent employment. The
procedure and conditions for admitting them to terapy employment shall be laid down
by law. Forced labour shall be prohibited.

97.  According to Article 17 (2) of the Labour Cod#opted in 2004, minors aged 14 to
16 who are working under an employment contradh wie consent of one of the parents,
adopter or curator are considered as employeesit Boof the same Article states that
conclusion of a labour contract with citizens unther age of fourteen or involving them in
labour shall be prohibited. Pursuant to Article(89(5) of the Code, one of the documents
required for admitting a minor citizen aged 14 ®i4 the written consent of one of the
parents, adopter or curator.

98. Pursuant to Article 10 of the Family Code of fepublic of Armenia adopted in
2004, one of the necessary conditions for enteiritgy marriage is the attainment of the
marriageable age (the age of seventeen for womgtharage of eighteen for men).

99. Article 9 of the same Law states that marriagerntered into in bodies of State
Registration of Civil Status Acts with mandatornegence of the intending spouses, in the
manner prescribed by the legislation of the Repubfi Armenia. Rights and duties of
spouses arise upon the state registration of theiage in bodies of State Registration of
Civil Status Acts.

100. According to Article 24 (3) of the Civil Codd the Republic of Armenia, in case

when the law allows entry into marriage beforeiaittig the age of eighteen, a citizen shall
acquire full active legal capacity upon entry im@rriage. Active legal capacity acquired
as a result of entry into marriage shall be rethimefull also in case of dissolution of the

marriage before attaining the age of eighteenabBef annulling a marriage, a court may
render a judgment on the full loss of active legabacity by the minor spouse from the
moment determined by the court.

Number of children under the age of eighteen by geler
(people)
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Number of children below the age of eighteen (0-17)

Male Female Total
01.01.2008 422 242 383 091 805 333
01.01.2009 409 754 368 775 778 529

101. Chapter 20 of the Criminal Code of the RepublicArmenia (adopted in 2003)

defines the crimes against the interests of thdljaamd the child; Article 169.1 of the

Code criminalises communication of false informatio bodies of State Registration of
Civil Status Acts. Thus, when registering a magigglse information on the attainment by
a person of the marriageable age is communicatesl,person is subject to criminal
liability.

102. Article 24 of the Criminal Code of the Repubdt Armenia defines the age of
criminal liability, according to which only thoseegsons who have attained the age of
sixteen before committing a criminal offence shmdl held criminally liable. Persons who
have attained the age of fourteen before commitiingriminal offence are subject to
criminal liability for murder (Articles 104-108)ntentionally inflicting grave or medium
gravity injury to health (Articles 112—-116), abdoct (Article 131), rape (Article 138),
violent actions of sexual nature (Article 139), beby (Article 175), theft (Article 177),
larceny (Article 176), extortion (Article 182), faly illegal possession of a vehicle or other
means of transport without an intention to steatti(he 183), intentional destruction or
damage to property under aggravating circumstateicle 185 (2) and (3)), stealing or
extortion of weapons, ammunition, explosives orlesipe devices (Article 238), stealing
or extortion of narcotic drugs or psychotropic sahses (Article 269), wrecking means of
transportation or communication (Article 246), amdoliganism (Article 258). Where a
person has attained the age of criminal liabilityt — due to mental retardation — was not
able to fully realise the nature and consequenédleooffence or to control it, he or she
shall not be subject to criminal liability.

103. Article 45 of the Family Code of the RepublfcAomenia stipulates the right of the
child to have a first name, surname and a patronyaime.

104. Interrogation procedure of a juvenile witnessictim is laid down in Article 207 of
the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Aniae

(@  Ajuvenile witness or victim, regardless of agmy be interrogated, provided
he or she can provide information of value to thse;

(b) Interrogation of a witness or a victim under #ge of sixteen is carried out
with the participation of a pedagogue. The leg@resentative of a juvenile witness or
victim has the right to be present at his or h&arimogation;

(c)  Prior to commencing the interrogation, the rigbf the legal representative
to be present at the interrogation, to state hiseorobservations and to ask questions upon
permission of the investigator, as well as hisanr ¢bligations are explained to him or her.
The investigator has the right not to accept thestjons posed, but they are included in the
protocol;

(d) Itis explained to a witness or a victim unde age of sixteen that it is his or
her duty to tell everything relevant to the caseuith, but he or she is not warned about the
liability imposed for refusing or avoiding to tdgtand for giving false testimony.

105. Article 166 of the Criminal Code of the Repabbf Armenia criminalises the
involvement of a child by a person who has attaittedage of eighteen in regular use of
alcoholic beverages, in non-medical use of drasticother soporific substances, in
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prostitution, vagrancy or beggary, in preparatidnpornographic materials or objects.
Commission of the same offence by a parent, a &zamhanother individual charged with
the upbringing of the child is considered as arraggting circumstance and is punished by
a fine in the amount of 100-fold to 250-fold of theenimum salary or by detention for a
maximum term of two months or by imprisonment fanaximum term of five years with
or without deprivation of the right to hold certginsitions or to engage in certain activities
for a maximum term of three years.

106. According to Article 177 of the Code of Admin&ive Offences, driving a minor
into a state of drunkenness by his or her paranty other persons entails an imposition of
a fine in the amount of up to 50 to 100 per centhef established minimum salary. In
addition, Article 166 of the Criminal Code statéattinvolvement of a child by a person
who has attained the age of eighteen in regulaotisécoholic beverages, in non-medical
use of drastic or other soporific substances, iosftution, vagrancy or beggary, in
preparation of pornographic materials or objectpunishable by a fine in the amount of
50-fold to 150-fold of the minimum salary or by eletion for a term of one to three months
or by imprisonment for a maximum term of five yearhe same offence, if committed by a
parent, a teacher or anther individual charged thighupbringing of the child, is punishable
by a fine in the amount of 100-fold to 250-foldth&é minimum salary or by detention for a
maximum term of two months or by imprisonment fanaximum term of five years with
or without deprivation of the right to hold certginsitions or to engage in certain activities
for a maximum term of three years. Article 166 leé ICriminal Code also lays down that
the offences provided for in part 1 or 2 of theiédlg, when (1) committed against two or
more persons, and/or (2) accompanied by use oatthweuse violence, are punishable by
imprisonment for a maximum term of six years.

107. The subdivisions on juvenile matters of theideobf the Republic of Armenia,
according to an order regulating their activitiegister the minors that make regular use of
alcoholic beverages. Consistent preventive workoagoing with the mentioned minors.

108. The Criminal Code defines the peculiaritiesifinal liability and punishment of
juveniles, as well as stipulates a number of crinimamitted against juveniles, and in some
case commission of an offence against juveniledisidered a circumstance aggravating
the crime. The Code contains a separate chaptariores against the interests of the
family and the child (Chapter 20). Police officélsaling with juvenile matters are engaged
in activities aimed at preventing and detectingness and other offences, including cases of
violence and abuse, committed both by and againshnjles; they closely co-operate both
with other subdivisions and services of the Politieisions dealing with juvenile matters in
local self-government bodies, with other interestedistries and agencies, as well as with
international institutions and local non-governnantorganisations. The Police
acknowledges the principal significance of the riagency approach in combating child
exploitation. The Police expresses readiness tvigedbest possible services in assisting,
both in education issues and provision of necessaans, children affected by crime to
enable them to enhance their capacities. The Pbkees the primary responsibility for
investigating cases of child exploitation.

General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

Article 2
Non-discrimination

109. Article 14.1 of the Constitution of the Repabdif Armenia of 2005 prescribes that
everyone shall be equal before the law. Informatam elimination of all forms of
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discrimination is presented in detail in the fitihd sixth joint periodic national report of
the Republic of Armenia on the Implementation of tinternational Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discriminatiomé in the third and fourth joint periodic
national report of the Republic of Armenia on thglementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againgfomen (see CEDAW/C/ARM/4).

110. Article 26 of the Constitution lays down thatesone shall have the right to

freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Thabtrshall include freedom to change
one’s religion or belief and freedom to manifeseé'srreligion or belief, either alone or in

community with others, through preaching, churcheo®nies and other rites of worship.
The exercise of this right may be limited only byl when necessary for the protection of
public safety, health or morals, or for the pratatof the rights and freedoms of others.

111. Article 27 states that everyone shall have rihbt to freely express his or her
opinion. No one shall be forced to renounce or gkalis or her opinion. Everyone shall
have the right to freedom of speech, including fileedom to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regasddf state frontiers.

112. Article 41 prescribes that everyone shall h#we right to preserve his or her
national and ethnic identity. Persons belongingational minorities shall have the right to
preserve and develop their traditions, religionglaage, and culture.

113. According to Article 6 of the Law of the Repigbbf Armenia “On employment of
population and social protection in case of unemplent”, persons seeking employment
are those unemployed persons who have attainegidiéng age as defined by the Labour
Code of the Republic of Armenia, i.e., persons hgvactive legal capacity who have
attained the age of sixteen and who, irrespectivihair occupation, have applied to the
State Employment Service for the purpose of findirjgb.

114. According to the Law of the Republic of Armefian freedom of conscience and
religious organisations”, children under the ageighteen may not obtain membership to a
religious organisation, irrespective of the facttlogir participation in religious practices,
and any other circumstances.

Article 3
Best interests of the child

115. Article 36 (1) of the Constitution of the Repalmf Armenia states that parents shall
have the right and obligation to take care of upding, health, full and harmonious
development and education of their children.

116. At the same time, as mentioned in para. 6h@fprevious report, Article 3 of the
Law “On the rights of the child” states that thetection of the rights of the child is carried
out by the authorised state and local self-goveninmdies. The state co-operates —
through respective agencies — with persons andgeeernmental associations promoting
children’s rights.

117. Article 43 (1) of the Family Code of the Repalif Armenia enshrines the right of
the child to protection of his or her rights andifienate interests, which is implemented by
parents (legal representatives), and, in caseslatga by law, by guardianship and
curatorship authorities.

118. Pursuant to part 2 of the same Atrticle, thédchas the right to be protected from
abuse on the part of his or her parents (legalesgmtatives). In case of violation of the
rights and interests of the child (including dudditure by the parents or one of the parents
to fulfil the duty to bring up the child, providelecation for the child, or due to improper

GE.11-42454



CRC/C/ARM/3-4

GE.11-42454

fulfilment thereof, or in case of abuse of parenigits), the child has the right to apply for
the protection to guardianship and curatorshipaitthon his or her own.

119. Chapter 11 of the above-mentioned Code edt@lslithe rights and duties of parents;
Article 51 lays down the rights and duties of p&en bring up and educate children, and
Article 52 lays down the rights and duties of p#seio protect the rights and interests of
children. Article 53 (1) states that parental rightay not be realised to the detriment of
children’s interests. The assurance of childrenterests shall be the primary concern of
the parents. While exercising parental rights, p@renay not inflict harm to physical and

mental health of children, or to their moral deysfent. The manners of children’s

upbringing shall exclude ignorant, cruel, rudetadt® towards them, as well as degrading
treatment, insult or exploitation. Parents who eiser parental rights to the detriment of the
rights and interests of children bear liabilitytee manner prescribed by law. Article 57

provides for the protection of parental rights.

120. Article 59 of the Code clearly defines the sasfen parents may be deprived of
their rights, particularly, when they maliciouslyagle from fulfilling their parental duties,
including from making maintenance payments; wheay tmefuse, without justifiable
reasons, to take their child from the maternityd®ar other medical institutions, as well as
from rearing organisations, organisations for dqmiatection of population or other similar
organisations; when they abuse their parentalsjghtparticular, have negative impact on
the children by their immoral behaviour; when thegat children cruelly, in particular,
exercise physical or mental violence towards thifringe their sexual integrity; when
they suffer from chronic alcohol, narcotic drugtokic addiction; when they commit a
deliberate crime against their children. In accaodawith Article 63, in the best interests of
the child, the court may render a judgment on tkire child from the parents (one of the
parents) without depriving him or her of parentghts (restriction of parental rights).

121. In the best interests of the child, Article &/the Family Code of the Republic of
Armenia prescribes that while examining disputesuphringing of children, the court is
obliged to involve the guardianship and curatorshifhority, irrespective of who filed the
lawsuit with regard to the child’s protection. Theardianship and curatorship authority is
obliged to conduct a home study with regard todhiéd and person/persons who seek to
bring up the child, and present to the court thedstudy report and the conclusion on the
essence of the dispute on the basis of that report.

122. Chapter 17 of the Code is devoted to detecsioth placement of children left
without parental care. According to Article 109 (1), protection of the rights and interests
of children in case of parents’ death, their baiiegrived of parental rights, restriction of
their parental rights, declaring them as havingactive legal capacity, evasion by the
parents from rearing of children and protectingrthights and interests (including, refusal
of parents to take their children from rearing, mablinstitutions, those of social protection
of population and other organisations), as welhasther cases of absence of parental care
the guardianship and curatorship authorities at@rggd with protecting the rights and
interests of children. Articles 110-111 define fivecedure for detection, registration and
placement of children left without parental carehich ensures compliance with the
observations expressed in paras. 11-12 of the G@Gding Observations
(CRC/C/15/Add.225) of the Committee on the Righitshe Child (hereinafter referred to
as CRC/C/15/Add.225 document).

123. Chapter 18 of the Code defines the procedudecanditions of adoption, Article
121 of which states that the adoption of a childitng attained the age of ten requires his or
her consent. If, before submission of an adoptipplieation, the child has lived in the
family of the adopter and considers him or her i@pia adoption may, as an exception, be
effected without the child’s consent.
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124. Moreover, Article 44 of the Code defines thhtidren shall have the right to
participate in the hearing of the case resolvingaiter affecting their interests and shall
have the right to express their opinion in the fgnais well as before judicial and other
bodies. It is mandatory to take into account thimiop of a child who has attained the age
of ten in cases connected to freedom of consciepadjcipation in certain activities,
refusal to receive out-of-school education, livimgth one of the parents, maintaining
contact with the relatives, as well as in otheresgsrovided for by law. In cases stipulated
by this Code, a court or a guardianship and cushiprauthority may make a decision
concerning a child who has attained the age obtéy upon his or her consent.

125. On 5 August 2004 the Government of the RepubficArmenia adopted the
Decision No. 1324 “On recognising as a public adstiation body authorised by the
Government of the Republic of Armenia and approwimg minimum state social criteria
for the care and upbringing of children in orphasslg Among 21 approved criteria are
those relating to the health and safety of thedctHarticularly, an orphanage shall be
provided with first medical assistance services medical equipment, while every child in
the orphanage undergoes medical examination biesarg medical institution, according
to individual instructions. The management of thstitution ensures all necessary means
for the health care of the child. The orphanageviges the child with relevant residential
space that is safe for the life and is meetingstiidtary and hygiene standards established
by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia, takiinto account his or her gender, age
and health condition, as well as all appropriateasnees for the safety of children in
different situations.

126. Articles 170 and 173 of the Criminal Code af fRRepublic of Armenia criminalise

the failure to perform the duty of upbringing oftlehild and malicious evasion by the
parent from taking care of the child. In case difa to perform the duties of upbringing
and education of the child, parents and personstisuing them shall be subject to liability
under Article 178 of the Code of Administrative &ites of the Republic of Armenia as
well.

127. With regard to juvenile crime, great importamaecel significance is attached to the
elaboration and implementation of relevant socioretnic and legal measures aimed at
impacting on the current situation of juvenile cgitthrough state and public measures and
at effectively combating it. This is the reasont theticles 85-96 of Chapter 14 of Section 5
of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia eothe issues of criminal liability and
punishment of juveniles. One of the peculiaritidscominal liability of juveniles is the
imposition of such punishments that may be appiegiveniles with due account of life
and education conditions of each juvenile, levehisfor her mental development, health
condition, other features of the person, as welthesimpact of others on him or her.
Pursuant to Article 90 (2) of the Criminal Codeg tkrm of imprisonment — to be imposed
by combination of crimes — of persons having cortedita medium gravity, grave or
particularly grave criminal offence prior to theda@ment of the age of sixteen, may not
exceed seven years. According to part 3 of the snticde, the term of imprisonment — to
be imposed by combination of crimes — of personsngacommitted a medium gravity,
grave or particularly grave criminal offence at t#ge of sixteen up to eighteen years, may
not exceed ten years; according to part 4 of tineesArticle, the final punishment in the
form of imprisonment — to be imposed by combinatidrverdicts — may not exceed 12
years.
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Article 6
The right to life, survival and development

128. According to Article 15 of the Constitution thie Republic of Armenia, “Everyone
has the right to life”. No one may be sentencethéodeath penalty or be executed. Thus,
the death penalty — as a form of punishment — heenhkabolished in the Republic of
Armenia. With a view to protecting the right toelifaid down by the Constitution, the death
penalty — as an exceptional form of punishment —s haen removed from the general
part of the new Criminal Code which entered inta@éoin 2003.

129. The Republic of Armenia signed Protocol Noo éhie European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoconserning the abolition of the
death penalty on 25 January 2001 and ratified R®September 2003.

130. Life imprisonment — as a separate and main fofrpunishment which has not
existed before — was for the first time envisagedhie Criminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia. The provision in Article 60 (2) of the @inhal Code, according to which life
imprisonment may not be imposed on persons unde@ge of eighteen at the time of
committing a criminal offence and on women pregratrihe time of committing a criminal
offence or of delivering the judgement, derivesrfrthe principle of humanity.

131. The right to life of the child is laid down Article 5 of the Law of the Republic of
Armenia “On the rights of the child”, and murder @fnewborn by his or her mother is
criminalised under Article 106 of the Criminal Coaliethe Republic of Armenia.

132. According to official statistical data, infamiortality in the Republic of Armenia is
on a medium level (as per WHO classification) singadbviously decreasing trends in the
period of 1990-2008 (in 1990 — 18.5, in 2008 — L0This situation is much better as
compared to many CIS countries, however the lei/gifant mortality in Armenia exceeds
the average European level to some extent.

Infant mortality trends in Armenia as compared to aher countries
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133. In the last decade, the indicator of infanttaldy n the last decade, the indicator of
infant mortality (0-1 year) is decreasing less obgly, moreover, in 2006 this indicator
even increased conditioned by the adoption of negislation on births and infant
mortality. (Up to 2005, the national definitions lafe-birth and perinatal life considerably
differed from the accepted international crite@m 16 June 2005, the Government of the
Republic of Armenia adopted the Decision No. 949ch issues of infant mortality and
birth classification and registration and on imprment of the situation pertaining thereto”.
The implementation of this Decision was completed2006 due to which there was a
significant improvement in the situation with respdo under-registration of infant
mortality. As a result of introducing the new systehe “registered” infant mortality rate
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has increased but it also resulted in the decrefdee difference between the official and
alternative assessments of the indicator).

134. According to the data of the National Stat#tiService, the infant mortality
indicator in Armenia has decreased by approximaB8%o in the period of 1990-2005;
while the indicator recorded in 2008 has remainkatbst at the same level as compared
with that of 2007 (in 2007 — 10.9, in 2008 — 10.8).

135. The data collected by international independeganisations through alternative
surveys are also indicative of the fact of decbihinfant mortality rate in Armenia.

INFANT MORTALITY ACCORDING TO NSS AND DHS DATA,
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136. Thus, according to the results of the survaydooted in Armenian households in
2005 (Demographic and Health Survey financed by WS&nd conducted by ORC Macro
International Inc. in cooperation with the Natior&thtistical Service of the Republic of
Armenia and the Ministry of Health of the Repuldit Armenia), in the period of 1990-
2005, the infant mortality rate has decreased b Fin the period of 1990-1995 the
average rate of infant mortality was 41%, whil@00—-2005 this rate was 26%).

137. According to the estimate indicator of the UNId@ren’s Fund, the analysis of infant
mortality trends in the region shows that Armenas lsucceeded in reducing the infant
mortality rate by 52% in the period of 1990-200%cérding to international expert
evaluations, in 2004, Armenia has been recognisedna of those exceptional countries
that will succeed in continuous decline of the ahihortality rate and will achieve the
millennium goals set for 2015, if the same trengsher persist in this sphere. However, it
should be noted that in the period of 1990-2003tality rate of children under the age of
five has decreased by 45%, while in the period@f32-2005 this indicator has decreased
only by 6%, showing that this goal may be achiewsdy through consolidation of
available resources and further investments infikid.

138. It is worth mentioning that in the period of9092006 mortality indicators for
almost all age groups of early childhood have desd, while newborn mortality has not
decreased, but on the contrary increased by al@8at(h 1990 — 8.9%, in 2006 — 10.7%).
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Infant and newborn mortality ratio, %, NSS 1995-20®
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139. The cause structure of newborn mortality (N3 bonsiderably changed during the
last 15 years. In 2000, in the structure of cawseédM cases of asphyxia were in the first
place, cases of congenital malformation were insaeond place and cases of respiratory
distress syndrome (RDS) conditioned by prematwvigye only in the third place, while in
2008 in the structure of causes of NM cases of pterity were in the first place, cases of
congenital malformations were on the second plackcases of asphyxia were in the third
place. Such a structure of causes for NM is typafaboth developed countries (39% of
prematurity and 23% of congenital malformations)d adeveloping countries (still
persisting high level of 18% asphyxia cases and it8éttions).

140. Diseases typical to perinatal period are infitts¢ place, congenital malformations
are in the second place, and respiratory infect@msdiarrhoea are respectively in the third
and fourth places in the structure of causes flaminmortality. It is worth mentioning that
the rate of congenital malformations occupyingttied and fourth places for a number of
years has increased reaching the second levelegntting in almost double increase of the
rate during the last 15 years. Meanwhile, casediasfhoea and respiratory diseases have
reduced by almost 60% respectively, due to whichesaof post-natal mortality have
decreased by approximately 40%, while cases of aawbleaths have increased by almost
1/3.

141. A more comprehensive indicator reflecting thebpems of early childhood is the
rate of under-five child mortality which tends tealine within the period of last years (in
1990 — 19.3%, in 2008 — 12.2%). In Armenia, motyadif girls aged 0-5 is lower than that
of boys, which evidences that there is no gendserinination and that girls receive the
same care as boys in Armenia.

Under-five child mortality rates

Ratio (per 1,000 live births)

Girls Boys
2007 10.3 14.1
2008 10.5 13.5

142. Official data evidence that diarrhoea and resmiy diseases are still the main
causes for child mortality in the early stages fapfive years) of life. Accidents and
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injuries are also the main causes for the mortalitthis age group. This problem becomes
more actual when age groups of 0-1 and 1-5 aréd=yesd individually in the structure of
causes for under-five child mortality.

143. Currently, due to macro-economic stability @ednomic growth, the Government
of the Republic of Armenia attaches much importaiocenproving the financing of health
care sector and making it more socially orientadhding of the health care sector from the
State Budget of the Republic of Armenia continueside. Actual expenditures on health
care equalled to 1.2% of the country’s GDP in 2088] to 1.54% in 2007. Subsidies for
primary health care are increasing correspondinfyliy:the same period, they rose 2.57
times and are already higher than the funds akochy the state to in-patient clinics.

CAUSE STRUCTURE OF INFANT MORTALITY, ARMENIA, 2006
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Source: National Statistical Service of the Republic.

144. The priorities set by the State in 2007 incltidemother and child health care target
programme, according to which the in-patient mddaid of children under the age of
seven and primary medical aid of children underdbe of eighteen, as well as services
related to obstetric aid are sponsored by the.dat2008, within the framework of mother
and child health care provided in in-patent insititus, AMD 4.3 billion was spent which
constitutes about 11% of overall allocations foe thealth care sector. The State has
financed health resort treatment of about 1052dodil, including 697 children suffering
from and exposed to tuberculosis, and has providiethedical treatment of about 830,000
children in outpatient clinics.

145. In 2007, ten cases of road traffic accidentsewecorded, 13 minors died, three of
which in pedestrian accidents. In 2008, five casere recorded, five minors died, four of

which in pedestrian accidents. Within five montli@09, four cases have been recorded,
four minors died, one of which in a pedestrian éent.

146. In 2007, 30 minors committed or attempted tomit suicide that resulted in fatal
outcome for 11 of them; in 2008, 24 minors commditbe attempted to commit suicide that
resulted in fatal outcome for eight of them; in 20@8 minors committed or attempted to
commit suicide resulting in fatal outcome for nofehem.
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Mortality of persons aged 0-19 as per the followingauses in 2007-2008
(According to second copies of death records provéd by territorial divisions of
Registration of Civil Status Acts under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of
Armenia)

(Per 100,000 population)

2007 2008
0-14 years 15-19 years 0-14 years  15-19 years
of age of age of age of age

HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis,
poliomyelitis and other infectious
diseases (A00-B99)* 4.6 0 7.7 0.6
Road traffic accidents (V00-V99)* 1.3 1.9 1.3 3.9
Suicides (X60-X84)* 0.2 1.6 0.3 0.3

* According to ICD - 10.

Article 12
Respect for the views of the child

147. Article 27 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia enshrines that everyone
has the right to freely express his or her opinla.one may be forced to renounce his or
her opinion or to change it. Everyone shall haweright to freedom of speech. Besides,
Article 18 of the Constitution states that everyamall have the right to effective legal

remedies for the protection of his or her rightd #iredoms before judicial as well as other
state bodies.

148. Provisions of Article 50 of the Criminal Proceel Code of the Republic of Armenia
concerning the peculiarities of proceedings on fileecases, are applied with respect to
criminal cases concerning criminal offences coneditby persons who were under the age
of eighteen at the time of committing the offencehe procedure for conducting
proceedings on juvenile cases is regulated by #meml rules of the Criminal Procedure
Code as well as by Articles 439-443 of Chapterfab® Criminal Procedure Code.

149. The issue of the right of the child to exprb&s or her views has already been
covered above (see Article 3 of this document aadchgraphs 97-106 of the previous
report).

150. During 2008-2009, independent rehabilitationnoils have been created in schools
No. 69, 12, 18, 83, 188 and 197 of Yerevan cithwitview to creating a more disciplined,

safe and transparent environment, to assistingestadn involving and participating in the

everyday life of the school and displaying morepoesible behaviour, to acquainting them
with the legislative system of the Republic of Amige and to encouraging students to
participate in upbringing and educational proces&igen the successful testing of this
initiative, it has been decided to expand the mtoer ten more schools of Yerevan
during 2009-2010.
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V.

Civil rights and freedoms (arts. 7, 8, 13-17 an@7 (a))

Article 7

151. Article 6 of the Law of the Republic of Armerii@n the rights of the child” lays
down the right of the child to a name and a natinaccording to which every child shall
have the right from birth to a name and a natityalThe fact of birth of a child is
registered by the Civil Status Acts RegistratiordBo the manner prescribed by law.

152. Article 45 of the Family Code of the RepublfcAemenia stipulates the right of the

child to have a name, surname and a patronymic harohild shall be given a nhame upon
the consent of the parents, and the patronymic nstma# be given by the name of the
father, in the manner prescribed by this Code. §uraame of a child shall be determined
by the surname of his or her parents. Where pafents different surnames, the surname
of the mother or the father shall be given to thddcupon the consent of the parents.
Disagreement between the parents in connectionetmame or surname of the child shall
be resolved by the guardianship and curatorshipogity. Where the paternity of a child

has not been determined, the child shall be giveanae in accordance with the instruction
of the mother; the name of a person registeretieaather of the child shall be given as a
patronymic name, and the surname of the mothel Iséaiven as the surname of the child.

153. In 2004, the Law of the Republic of Armenia “@we registration of civil status
acts” was adopted, Chapter 2 of which regulateptbeedure for birth registration. Article
15 of the same Law states that the state regtrati a birth is carried out by the body of
Registration of Civil Status Acts of the place dftlo of the child or of the place of
residence of the parents (one of the parents),ewhilthe case of foundlings the state
registration of the birth is carried out by the pad Registration of Civil Status Acts of the
place where the child was found. The actual plddgrth of a child or the place where he
or she was found (the name of the administratimétégial unit, urban or rural community)
shall be indicated as the place of birth of thédchm the birth record. According to Article
16 of the mentioned Law, the written statementhentirth of a child must be submitted to
the body of Registration of Civil Status Acts natelr than within one year after the birth of
the child, and Article 21 provides for the birthgisration of a child aged one year and
more. According to Article 22, the following infoation shall be specified in the birth
record: the name, patronymic name, surname, natanigin — upon the mutual consent
and will of parents, gender, place and date ohlgftthe child; the number of born children
(one, two or more live births or still births); timember of the child as of the number of
children of the newborn’s mother; data of the doentrcertifying the fact of birth of the
child; the name, patronymic name, surname, natiamagin, place and time of birth,
nationality, place of residence, place of work,upation and education of the parents; data
of the document serving as a ground for recordifgrination about the father; the name,
patronymic name, surname and place of residendfeofapplying person or name and
registered office of the body or organisation givthe statement on the birth of the child;
data of the identification document of the applicatate and number of the birth record
and the place of state registration of the birthnfa of the body of Registration of Civil
Status Acts); serial number of the issued birthifggate; the place of residence of the
child; and other appropriate information. No infation on the name shall be registered in
the birth record of a stillborn. Article 20 defing®e procedure for the birth registration of a
stillborn or a child having died during the foureks of life.

154. Article 30.1 of the Constitution of the Repabdif Armenia states that a child born
from nationals of the Republic of Armenia shalldeational of the Republic of Armenia.
Every child has a right to acquire the nationatifthe Republic of Armenia where one of
his or her parents is a national of the Republi&mfenia.
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155. Relations regulated by the Law of the Republid\rmenia “On the nationality of
the Republic of Armenia” were covered in paragraph4-126 of the previous report.

Number of live births in the Republic of Armenia asper the months of registration
2007-2008

(According to second copies of birth records providd by territorial divisions of
Registration of Civil Status Acts under the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of
Armenia)

| Il I 1\ \ \ Ml Vil IX X Xl Xl Total

2007 3362 2872 3061 2931 2994 3084 3560 3795 39190733495 313340105
2008 3389 3019 3116 3052 3054 2968 3590 3875 39599833702 346541185

Article 8

156. The Constitution of the Republic of Armeniadagown the right of a person to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion, ad waelthe right to a nationality, also
providing that nationality may be terminated omycases and by the procedure defined by
law (Articles 26 and 30.1). Article 41 of the Cdhgion establishes that everyone shall
have the right to preserve his or her national atiohic identity. Persons belonging to
national minorities have the right to preserve aielelop their traditions, religion,
language, and culture.

157. The Criminal Code of the Republic of Armeniggaribes sanctions for illegally
separating a child from his or her parents or &placing a child (Article 167), as well as
for breaching the confidentiality of adoption ostigating or forcing to give consent to
adoption (Article 169).

158. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On the aoadlity of the Republic of
Armenia” lays down provisions on the nationalityafiildren in case of acquisition by their
parents of the nationality of the Republic of ArngerParticularly, according to Article 16
of the Law, a child under the age of fourteen akpé having acquired the nationality of
the Republic of Armenia shall acquire the natiagadif the Republic of Armenia. Where
the nationality of the Republic of Armenia is aggdi only by one of the parents while the
other parent is a foreign national or a statelessqm, their child under the age of fourteen
shall acquire the nationality of the Republic ofvenia where there is the consent of the
parents, or where the child resides in the Repudflidrmenia and there is the consent of
the parent who holds the nationality of the RepubfiArmenia.

Article 13
Freedom of expression

159. Article 27 of the Constitution not only defind right of everyone to freedom of
expression but also states that everyone hasdheto freedom of speech, including the
right to seek, receive and impart information athebis through any media and regardless of
state frontiers. Freedom of media and other me&nsamation shall be guaranteed. The
State shall guarantee the existence and functiasfigpublic radio and television offering

a variety of informational, educational, culturahd entertainment programmes.

160. The Family Code of the Republic of Armenia pries that a child shall have the
right to participate in the hearing of the cas®héag a matter affecting their interests and
shall have the right to express their opinion ia family as well as before judicial and
other bodies. It is mandatory to take into accdabetopinion of a child who has attained the
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age of ten in cases connected to freedom of camsgiearticipation in certain activities,
refusal to receive out-of-school education, livimith one of the parents, maintaining
contact with the relatives, as well as in otheesgzrovided for by law.

161. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On mas®infation” was adopted in 2003

whereby the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On fhress and other mass media” was
repealed. Article 7 of the Law states that it ishpbited to disseminate information which

constitutes a secret as defined by law, or infoienaadvocating criminally punishable acts,
as well as information violating the right to respfor private or family life.

Issue of periodic and serial publications (withouhewspapers) as per target directions

Number of publica- Number of is-  One-time printrun  Annual print run

tions (unit) sues (unit) (thousand copies) (thousand copies)

For a broad circle of
readers including: 63 381 1231 659.0
lllustrated-popular 12 75 16.8 130.7
Literature-fiction 3 8 1.8 4.6
Informative-advertising 29 177 62.0 309.7
For women 3 26 7.0 70.0
For the youth 6 43 20.5 58.0
For children 10 52 15.0 86.0

Total 201 999 220.5 11313

Publication of books and brochures as per target déctions, 2008

Number of books and One-time print run

brochures (unit) (thousand copies)
Popular-political 46 255.6
Scientific 250 88.0
Popular science 93 37.1
Official-governmental 57 31.0
Text-books for higher education institutions 301 175.
Manuals for practical and laboratory works 225 28.9
Text-books for general education schools 56 919.1
Bulletins 28 20.2
Dictionaries 21 8.2
For a broad circle of readers 54 22.6
Religious literature 28 17.8
Training and methodology literature for gener-
al education schools 49 53.7
Training and methodology literature for spe-
cialists 18 6.7
Training and methodology literature for differ-
ent forms of education 22 174
Encyclopaedia 3 25
Fiction 266 100.0

32 GE.11-42454



CRC/C/ARM/3-4

Number of books and One-time print run
brochures (unit) (thousand copies)

Children’s literature 70 92.0
Total 1587 1775.9

162. Article 18 of the Law “On the rights of the Ictiistates that every child shall have
the right to get acquainted with the history, ttiais, spiritual values of his or her nation,
as well as with the universal culture. Every clsildhll have the right to freedom of creation
of fiction, scientific and technical works, to pgaipation in the cultural life, and to
manifesting his or her skills and hobbies.

163. With a view to developing creative skill of tlohild, the State promotes the
production of films, video films and TV programmegspduction of films, video films and
TV programmes for children, publication of newspapenagazines and books for children,
and provides for their accessibility. The samedetialso states that propaganda of the cult
of violence and cruelty or dissemination of infotima and literature humiliating human
dignity, having a negative impact on the child amzlining to offences shall be prosecuted
under the law.

164. The list of programmes of the Public Televist@ompany designed for child and
adolescence, as well as for the youth, and chilsiigrogrammes of private TV companies
is presented in Annex 3.

Article 14
Freedom of thought, conscience and religion

165. The Constitution enshrines the freedom of thgugpnscience and religion (Article
26), which may be restricted only by law when itniscessary to protect public safety,
health or morals, or the rights and freedoms oéisth

166. Article 1 of the Law “On freedom of conscierar& religious organisations” states
that the freedom of conscience and religion ofditigens is guaranteed in the Republic of
Armenia. Every citizen shall be free in determiniig or her attitude to religion, shall have
the right to manifest any religion or to manifest religion at all, to perform religious
practices individually or in community with othetizens.

167. According to Article 160 of the Criminal Codd the Republic of Armenia,
impediment to the lawful activities of religiousganisations or of performance of religious
practices is punishable by a fine in the maximunoam of 200-fold of the minimum
salary or by detention for a maximum term of twonting.

168. The right of the child to freedom of thoughgnscience and religion is also
prescribed by the Law (Article 10). Teaching of thebject of history of the Armenian
Apostolic Church in schools does not hinder thdofeérs of other religions to exercise
their right to freedom of religion and conscience.

Article 15
Freedom of association and of peaceful assembly

169. Article 28 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia states that everyone shall
have the right to form associations with othersjuding the right to form and join trade
unions. Every citizen shall have the right to el$abpolitical parties together with other
citizens and to join them. The rights to establislitical parties and trade unions and to
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join them may be restricted in the manner presdrine law for the officers of the armed
forces and of the police, officers of national s@glauthorities and prosecution authorities,
as well as for judges and members of the ConstitatiCourt. No one shall be compelled
to join any political party or association. Theiaties of associations may be suspended or
prohibited only in cases provided for by law andtigh judicial procedure.

170. This constitutional provision was incorporaitee Article 21 of the Law as well.

171. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On non-gowaental organisations”, which
was adopted in 2001, defines the procedure foreitablishment and activities of non-
governmental organisations. Article 6 (2) of thsaLestablishes that a minor under the age
of fourteen may join an organisation upon his aridl, on the basis of a request filed by a
legal representative. A minor at the age of fourteeeighteen, unless declared as having
full active legal capacity by the procedure defitgdlaw, may join an organisation on the
basis of a request filed by himself or herself, npbe written consent of a legal
representative. The Statute of an organisation pnayide for the peculiarities of the rights
and duties of minor members. Article 9 states Wiadre the person willing to establish an
organisation is a minor under the age of fourtélem,agreement shall be concluded by his
or her legal representative on behalf of the mitdnless declared as having full active
legal capacity by the procedure defined by law,imomat the age of fourteen to eighteen
shall conclude the agreement upon the written atdrafehis or her legal representative.

172. As a guarantee for this right, Article 161 loé tCriminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia criminalises impediment to the exercisetha right to form associations (non-
governmental or trade unions) or to establish igalitparties, as well as impediment to
their activities.

Article 16
Protection of privacy

173. Article 14 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia states that human dignity
shall be respected and protected by the State adharent foundation of human rights and
freedoms. Article 16 lays down the right to libead security of person. Article 23 states
that everyone shall have the right to respect fephivate and family life. No information
— other than that provided for by law — concernegperson may be collected, stored,
used or disseminated without his or her consergryone shall have the right to secrecy of
correspondence, telephone conversations, postalragh and other communications,
which may be restricted only in cases and in tharmaa prescribed by law, upon a court
order. Article 24 provides for the right of invibidity of home. It shall be prohibited to
enter a person’s home against his or her will, pxéar cases provided for by law. Home
may be subjected to search only in cases preschipéalv, upon a court order.

174. Article 18 of the Constitution enshrines thghtiof a person to judicial protection of
his or her rights and freedoms, as well as thet tighprotection of his or her rights and
freedoms through any other means not prohibiteldy

175. Article 22 (1) of the Law states that everyiatishall have the right to honour and
dignity. No child shall be subjected to arbitrany unlawful interference with his or her
privacy, family life, correspondence, telephone vasations or home, nor to unlawful
attacks on his or her honour and dignity.

176. Article 146 of the Criminal Code of the Repabtif Armenia provides for liability
for the unlawful interference with secrecy of cependence, telephone conversations,
postal, telegraph or other communications.
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177. The economic development of our country redultethe revision of the approach
adopted with regard to the issues connected tdtbach of secrecy of correspondence,
telephone conversations, postal, telegraph or otieenmunications, as well as issues
connected to inviolability of home, and a more sevapproach was adopted with this
regard. According to Article 147 of the Criminal @ of the Republic of Armenia,
unlawful entry into a person’s home against hisi@r will shall be punishable by a fine in
the amount of 50-fold to 100-fold of the minimumasg or by detention for a maximum
term of two months. The same acts committed byafise threat to use violence shall be
punishable by a fine in the amount of 100-fold @9-2old of the minimum salary or by
imprisonment for a maximum term of two years. Tlifierece provided for in Article 147
(1) or (2) of the Criminal Code committed by usepfifcial position shall be punishable by
a fine in the amount of 200-fold to 400-fold of ténimum salary, or by deprivation of the
right to hold certain positions or to engage intaier activities for a term of two to five
years, or by detention for a term of one to two thenor by imprisonment for a maximum
term of three years.

178. Article 146 of the Criminal Code states thaiawful interference with the secrecy
of correspondence, telephone conversations, pasfglgraph or other communications
shall be punishable by a fine in the amount of &@-fo 100-fold of the minimum salary.

The same act committed by use of official positstrall be punishable by a fine in the
amount of 100-fold to 300-fold of the minimum sglaor by deprivation of the right to

hold certain positions or to engage in certainvétets for a term of two to five years, or by
detention for a term of one to two months.

Article 17
Access to appropriate information

179. One thousand and thirty one libraries funciiorthe Republic of Armenia, 38 of
which are children’s libraries, and about 70% dfentlibraries have children’s sections. In
2009, there were 20,483 readers at the age and fiftden, and 180,141 readers at the age
of fifteen to twenty six. With a view to providindpe accessibility of library services, an
automated uniform information network has beenomhticed in the libraries of Armenia,
including the Children’s National Library after KkatAper. It is planned to include also
other children’s libraries to this network in thetdre. With a view to providing the
accessibility of library services, since 2008, tpeoject of mobile library named
“Bibliobus” has been implemented, covering neardeorand distant settlements of Lori
Marz of the Republic of Armenia, as well as comrtiesi of Ararat, Aragatsotn, Vayots
Dzor, and Syunik Marzes of the Republic of Armemagre than 2,800 units of literature
have been donated from the collection of the Naliduibrary of the Republic of Armenia
for the purpose of providing the population withoréry-informational services and
replenishing the collections of books of 25 muratifibraries. Within the framework of
this project, assistance was provided to childréibtaries and children’s sections as well.
The project is ongoing and is envisaged to be implged in other Marzes as well. Since
2008, an informative-communication project namede\® [Sun] has also been introduced,
which enables blind and partially sighted persansréad” letters and numbers through
audio signals through a computer. In 2008, “Aravfbimative-communication project was
introduced in the regional library of Syunik Manzdain 2009 it will be introduced also in
Lori and Shirak Marzes of the Republic of Armeniaaders of children’s sections of
libraries also benefit from this project). The maijnamed “Family librarian” is also one of
the new services of mobile libraries, which enaliles provision of library services at
home for disabled persons.
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180. Within the framework of “Target programmes fine development of fiction,
children’s libraries and the press; publicatiorcbifidren’s fiction books, replenishment of
library collections”, the programme named “Statersgprship in the field of literature” is
implemented together with its sub-programme nanteablication of children’s literature
and child and adolescence literature”. Within trearfework of the mentioned programme,
32 units of books were published in 2006, 38 uoitbooks were published in 2007 and 48
units of books were published in 2008, whereof 2@suof books were text-books and
manuals for the music and art schools. In 2009,ugs of books are planned to be
published (the reduction of the number is condétbiby the economic crisis), and 21 units
of books are designed for music and art schoolBlighed children’s literature is provided
to the children’s and school libraries free of dsar

Quantitative distribution of children’s libraries i n the Marzes of the Republic of
Armenia 2003-2008

(Unit)
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Aragatsotn 1 1 1 1 1 1
Ararat 2 2 2 2 2 2
Armavir 5 5 3 3 3 3
Gegharkunik 4 4 4 4 3 3
Lori 7 7 7 7 7 7
Kotayk 2 2 2 2 2 2
Shirak 9 8 8 8 8 8
Syunik 8 8 8 8 8 8
Vayots Dzor 2 1 2 2 1 -
Tavush 3 3 3 3 3 3
Total, Republic of Armenia 43 41 40 40 38 37

Issue of periodic and serial publications (withouhewspapers) according to target
directions, 2008

Number of publica- Number of is-  One-time print run  Annual print run

tions (unit) sues (unit) (thousand copies) (thousand copies)

For a broad circle of
readers 63 381 123.1 659.0
Including:
lllustrated-popular 12 75 16.8 130.7
Literature-fiction 3 8 1.8 4.6
Informative-advertising 29 177 62.0 309.7
For women 3 26 7.0 70.0
For the youth 6 43 20.5 58.0
For children 10 52 15.0 86.0

Total 201 999 220.5 1131.3
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Publication of books and brochures according to taget directions, 2008

Number of books and  One-time print run (thou-

brochures (unit) sand copies)

Popular-political 46 255.6
Scientific 250 88.0
Popular science 93 37.1
Official-governmental 57 31.0
Text-books for higher education institutions 301 175.
Manuals for practical and laboratory works 225 28.9
Text-books for general education schools 56 919.1
Bulletins 28 20.2
Dictionaries 21 8.2
For a broad circle of readers 54 22.6
Religious literature 28 17.8
Training and methodology literature for general
education schools 49 53.7
Training and methodology literature for specialists 18 6.7
Training and methodology literature for different
forms of education 22 17.4
Encyclopaedia 3 25
Fiction 266 100.0
Children’s literature 70 92.0

Total 1587 1775.9

181. Eleven newspapers (nine of them are publishid the state support) and 4
journals were published in the languages of th@nak minorities in Armenia in 2008—
20009.

(@  “National Union of Yezidis” NGO — “Yezdikhana”;

(b)  “National Committee of Yezidis” NGO — “Lalish”;

(c) “Ria Taza” newspaper Editorial Office” LLC — “RiTaza”;

(d)  “Dialogue of Cultures” Information Centre” LLC"Palitra”;

(e) “Golos” LLC - “Golos Armenii”;

® “Novoye Vremya” daily Editorial Office” LLC — “Nvoye Vremya”;
(g) “Patrida” NGO - “Byzantine Heritage”;

(h)  “Ukraine” Federation of Ukrainians of Armenia'@0O — “Dnipro Slavutich”;
0] “Litera” LLC — “Literaturnaya Armenia”;

()] “Kurdish National Council of Armenia” NGO — “Zags”;

(k)  “Armenian Society of Cultural Connections” NGCRalitra”;

0] “Patrida” NGO — “Byzantine Heritage”;

(m) “Litera” LLC — “Literaturnaya Armenia”;
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(n)  Jewish Community — “Magen David” (David’s shigld Russian;
(0)  Kurdish Community’s “Mezopotamia” newspaper im#enian and Kurdish.

182. The annual and medium-term expenditure framewbthe Ministry of Culture of
the Republic of Armenia envisages annual budgesdincations to support the cultural
activities of the national minorities of the Regaldf Armenia within the framework of the
sub-project “Support to the Culture of National Mihities” of the Project “State Support to
Implementation of Cultural Activities”.

183. During the last years the increase in budgetdincations allowed not only to
increase the number and to extend the geographpadicipants in the events held
traditionally, but also to include new projects. \Weditionally inform that it is already
three years that the Ministry of Culture of the Belir of Armenia organises its annual
music festivals and painting exhibitions in clos®peration with the national minorities
residing in the Marzes, by involving a vast numbércommunity artists, irrespective of
age. Plans of all activities are discussed withrépresentatives of unions of the national
minorities of the Republic of Armenia. Thus, in B0@e music festival was organised in
Vanadzor, in 2007 — in Gyumri, and in 2008 — in Adh.

184. For the purpose of ensuring the recognitiohistbrical and modern monuments of
national minorities, since 2008 the Ministry of @mé has undertaken a new project —
production of series of films. A 34-minutes filntléd “Our song and our monuments” on
the monuments of Aragatsotn and Lori — northerrezoninArmenia, is already ready, where
Akhtala music festival is also presented.

185. Currently, one of the significant issues of ¢bi#tural policy is also the involvement
of creators and groups of the national minoritieshie cultural activities. In particular, for
the purpose of reviving the cultural life in the iMes and encouraging groups of creators,
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armenaways invites relevant groups of
national minorities (Russian theatre group “Garnadsho the events at national level
(“National festival of puppet theatres”), as wedl grovides for the media coverage of their
work.

Article 37 (a)
Non-subjection to torture or other cruel, inhuman a degrading
treatment

186. According to Article 17 of the Constitution thfe Republic of Armenia, “no one
shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or aéigig treatment or punishment”. All
persons arrested, detained or deprived of libdr&l dave the right to be treated humanely
and with respect for dignity. No one may be sulgdcto scientific, medical or other
experiments without his or her consent.

187. As it has already been mentioned, the deathlfyemas been abolished according to
Article 15 of the Constitution of the Republic ofrAenia.

188. Chapter 14 of the Criminal Code of the Republid\rmenia regulates peculiarities
of criminal liability and punishment of juvenilegrticle 89 of this Code states that
imprisonment for a maximum term of one year is isgmb on juveniles for a criminal
offence of minor gravity, whereas for a criminafesfce of medium gravity — for a
maximum term of three years; for a grave or paldity grave criminal offence committed
before reaching the age of sixteen — for a maxinterm of seven years; for a grave or
particularly grave criminal offence committed a¢ thge of sixteen up to eighteen — for a
maximum term of ten years.
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189. When imposing a punishment on a juvenile, hisher living and educational

conditions, the degree of mental development, thee ©f health and other characteristics
of a person, as well as influence of other persomshim or her shall be taken into
consideration.

190. A juvenile may be exempt from criminal liahjliby application of compulsory
measures of educational character. Particularlgoraing to Article 91, a court may
exempt a juvenile having committed a criminal offerof minor or medium gravity for the
first time from criminal liability where it findshiat his or her correction is possible by the
application of compulsory measures of educatiorfsracter. Such measures include
warning, placing under the supervision of parentstheir substitutes or local self-
government bodies or a competent authority supegvithe convict's behaviour — for a
maximum term of six months, imposition of a dutystttle the caused damage within the
time-limit defined by the court, restriction in $eire time and setting special requirements
for behaviour — for a maximum term of six months.

191. A juvenile having committed a minor or mediunavgty criminal offence may be
exempt from criminal liability if the court find&iat the purposes of the punishment may be
achieved through placing the juvenile in a teaclddgcational or medical-educational
institution intended for juveniles. Placement ispecial teaching-educational or medical-
educational institution shall be imposed for a maxin term of three years but not more
than the attainment of the age of majority (ArtigR.

192. According to Article 69 of the Criminal ProceduCode of the Republic of
Armenia, participation of a counsel in the procegdiis mandatory if the suspect or the
accused is a juvenile at the time of committingdhiminal offence.

193. According to Article 148, placing under supsimn may be imposed on a juvenile
as a measure of restraint. Remand detention assumgeof restraint may be imposed only
upon a court order (Article 136). Chapter 50 of thede defines the peculiarities of
criminal proceedings on juveniles.

194. Article 56 (procedure and conditions of servitggention) of the Penitentiary Code
of the Republic of Armenia adopted in 2004 statest bnce a month, juvenile convicts
shall be granted an up to four-hour short visitdayents or other legal representatives.
Convicts shall be entitled to at least one houd, jarenile convicts — to at least two hours
of walk per day. Article 68 states that in correntl establishments juvenile convicts shall
be held separately from adults.

195. Article 109 defines the peculiarities of segvihe sentence by juveniles, according
to which a juvenile sentenced to imprisonment faleinite term shall serve the sentence
in the same correctional establishment until theesee term expires, but not beyond his or
her reaching the age of twenty one. If a convicowtas reached the age of eighteen
displays negative behaviour, the provision in dadf this Article shall not apply. It shall
be prohibited to transfer a juvenile sentencedntprisonment for a definite term to a
closed correctional establishment for serving #r@ence.

196. For the purpose of organising the education \amchtional training of remand
prisoners and convicts, relevant arrangements wattious educational institutions are
planned. The issue of general education of juvecdavicts has already been resolved:
since 1 December 2006, the Minister of Educaticth &cience of the Republic of Armenia
has entitled the Technical College No. 2 of Abovyanorganise general education of
convicts as well, where courses are currently dsgahin accordance with the educational
programmes established in the Republic of Armenia.

197. In the acting legislation, as contrary to thmevjpus one, the types of punishment
imposed on juveniles are separated (Article 86hef €riminal Code of the Republic of
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Armenia). It should be noted that the acting Crimhi€ode does not provide for special
punishments imposed only on juveniles. Detentiothwespect to a juvenile having
attained the age of sixteen at the time of rendettie judgment may be imposed for a term
of 15 days up to 2 months (Criminal Code, Artic&).8

198. It is worth mentioning that interrogation ofaétness or a victim under the age of
sixteen is carried out with the participation op@dagogue. The legal representative of a
juvenile witness or victim has the right to be grsat his or her interrogation (Criminal
Procedure Code, Article 207 (2)).

199. According to Article 207 (1) and (4) of the @mal Procedure Code, a juvenile
witness or victim, regardless of age, may be iogated, provided he or she can provide
information of value to the case. It is explainedatwitness or a victim under the age of
sixteen that it is his or her duty to tell everyidpirelevant to the case in truth, but he or she
is not warned about the liability imposed for réfigsor avoiding to testify and for giving
false testimony.

200. During the last years, vast attention has bgsd to the consideration of the
problem during the training courses organised fmcalists (pedagogues, psychologists,
social workers, doctors, management and other membfestaff) from 17 institutions
(eight orphanages, seven institutions performingrthog care and protection of children,
two day-centres for social care of children, asl|wad four charitable orphanages)
functioning within the system of the Ministry of haur and Social Affairs of the Republic
of Armenia.

201. A number of workshops have been conducted aiategbreventing violence,
including on topics relating to detection of casésiolence against the child and neglect of
the child in different areas of social life as wal to clarification of reasons thereof;
indicators describing the occurrence of violenceaisgl the child were presented;
information was provided on mechanisms preventiggphenomenon.

202. Such workshops are included in the annual progres of training of specialists of
the social sphere through three-stage system ingpited by the National Institute of
Social Studies functioning within the system of Mmistry of Labour and Social Affairs
of the Republic of Armenia.

203. Such trainings are continuous.

204. The trainings are conducted by the best sp&isialf the Republic of Armenia and
those having substantial experience in the field.

205. Taking into account the actuality of preventamd elimination of violence against
and neglect of the child, 319 employees were ezuldh all trainings conducted within the
system in the course of 2009.

206. The problem of preventing violence against meglect of the child in the Republic
of Armenia is discussed and signified at the natidavel, which is reflected in the draft
“State concept paper of preventing violence againstneglect of the child”. It is foreseen
to enforce this concept paper in the near future.

207. The concept paper is based on the respectbxésipns of Article 9 of the Law of
the Republic of Armenia “On the rights of the chilshd aims to fulfil the commitments
defined by the UN Convention on the Rights of tH@l€Cand ILO Convention on Worst
Forms of Child Labour, Revised European Social €@maiand other international
instruments of the Republic of Armenia.

208. Attaching importance to the impermissibilitytbé acts of violence against the child
in child care and protection institutions, the Guoweent of the Republic of Armenia
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approved by the Decision No. 1324-N of 5 AugustfZ@te minimum state social criteria
for care and upbringing of the child in child cared protection institutions.

209. Point 6 of the second Criterion titled “Protectof the rights of the child” presented
in the Decision prescribes that in child care aratgetion institutions children’s protection
shall, in a manner established by the legislatibthe Republic of Armenia, be ensured
from:

(8) Psychological and physical violence, includiegisl abuse and perversion;
(b)  Cruel treatment;

(c)  Crime;

(d)  Neglect and unfair treatment;

(e)  Substances hazardous to health, and life-thriggteonditions.

210. All forms of corporal punishment against cleldrare strictly prohibited in the
mentioned care institutions also under the actiadute; the process of introduction of
respective criteria is constantly monitored by renagement and by the superior bodies of
the institutions.

Family environment and alternative care (arts. § 9-11, 18,
paras. 1 and 2; 19-21, 25, 27, paras. 4 and 39)

Article 5

211. Article 36 of the Constitution of the Repubti€ Armenia prescribes that parents
have the right and duty to take care for the umbnig, health, full and harmonious
development, and education of their children. Degdidn or restriction of parental rights
may be exercised only by the decision of the comucbnformity with the procedure and in
cases prescribed by law.

212. The Family Code of the Republic of Armenia tatgs in detail the rights of the
child (Chapter 10) and the rights and duties oepts (Chapter 11). According to that, the
child has the right to live and be raised in a fgrtas far as possible), to know his or her
parents, to enjoy their care, to live together wiittm, except for the cases when it may be
contrary to his or her interests. The child hae #ie right to receive upbringing from his or
her parents, security of his/her interests, fulNedepment, respect for his or her human
dignity, as well as to enjoy living conditions nssary for his or her full physical, mental,
and spiritual development. In case of absence s, of deprivation of parental rights
and other cases when a child is deprived of pdreata, the right to be raised in a family is
ensured by the guardianship and curatorship atgh@iticle 42). The child has the right
to maintain contact with his or her parents anctotielatives, and the termination of the
marriage of his or her parents, the invalidaticeréiof or the separation of parents shall not
affect the rights of the child (Article 42). Theilchhas the right to the protection of his or
her rights and legitimate interests. The rights demitimate interests of the child are
protected by the parents (legal representatives),im cases stipulated by this Code — by
the guardianship and curatorship authority. A mirdno has been declared as having full
active legal capacity in the manner prescribeddwy, lhas the right to exercise his or her
rights (including the right to protection) and eéstindependently. The child has the right to
be protected from the abuse on the part of hissophrents (legal representatives). In case
of violation of the rights and interests of theldhincluding due to failure by the parents or
one of the parents to fulfil the duty to bring ine tchild, provide education for the child, or
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due to improper fulfilment thereof, or in case bliae of parental rights), the child has the
right to apply for the protection to guardianship auratorship authority on his or her own
(Article 43).

213. The Code prescribes equal rights and dutiesbfisth parents with regard to
education of the child. Article 51 of the Code stgies that the parents have the right and
are obliged to bring up their children. Parentsrlregponsibility for the education and
development of their children. They are obligedtae care for the health, physical,
mental, spiritual and moral development of theitdrkn. Parents have the preference right
to bring up their children as against all otherspes. Parents bear the responsibility to
ensure education for their children. Taking inteamt the opinion of their children,
parents have the right to choose the educatiorsditution and the form of education
children will receive until children receive bagieneral education.

214. Article 52 of the same Chapter states thatmpareave the right and are obliged to
bring up their children. Parents bear responsybilir the education and development of
their children. They are obliged to take care @& tealth, physical, mental, spiritual and
moral development of their children. Parents hawe pireference right to bring up their
children as against all other persons. Parentsthearesponsibility to ensure education for
their children. Taking into account the opiniontbéir children, parents have the right to
choose the educational institution and the formeddication children will receive until
children receive basic general education.

215. Parents bear the responsibility for the prasaadf the rights and legitimate interests
of their children. Parents are deemed to be tha legpresentatives of their children and act
without a power of attorney for the protection dfeit rights and interests in any

relationship with natural or legal persons.

216. See also paragraphs 160-166 of the previowstigRC/C/93/Add.6).

Article 9

217. Article 35 of the Constitution of the RepuldicArmenia states that the family is the
natural and fundamental group unit of society. @eti36 states that parents shall have the
right and duty to take care of upbringing, heaftil and harmonious development and
education of their children.

218. Article 41 (2) of the Family Code of the Repaldf Armenia clearly lays down that
every child shall have the right to live and besediin a family (as far as possible), to know
his or her parents, to enjoy their care, to livgetbier with them, except for the cases when
it is contrary to his or her interests. The chitdl§also have the right to receive upbringing
from his or her parents, security of his or heeiiasts, full development, respect for his or
her human dignity, as well as to enjoy living cdimtis necessary for his or her full
physical, mental, and spiritual development. Ineca$ absence of parents, their being
deprived of parental rights and other cases whercltild is deprived of parental care, the
right of the child to be brought up in a family BHae ensured by the guardianship and
curatorship authority.

219. Article 57 of the Code prescribes that parshtl have the right to demand their
child back from a person who keeps the child with br her without any legal ground or a
court order.

220. The Code also provides for the grounds of damyiof parental rights, which may
be exercised only through judicial procedure (Aesc59—-60).
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221. Article 62 provides for the opportunity to st parental rights, pursuant to which
parental rights may be restored if the parentsner af the parents has changed his or her
behaviour, manner of living and/or attitude towagbringing of the child. Parental rights
are restored through judicial procedure, based hendaim of the parent deprived of
parental rights. The actions on restoration of pialerights are examined with the
compulsory participation of guardianship and cuidip authority.

222. Article 54 states that the parent, who livgsasately from the child, shall have the
right to maintain contact with him or her, to peigiate in his or her upbringing and to solve
the issues of receiving education by the child. paeent, with whom the child lives, must
not create obstacles for the other parent to maim@antact with the child, if such contact
does not harm the physical and mental health oftiid or his or her moral development.

Article 10
Family reunification

223. In addition to the information stated in theous report (see CRC/C/93/Add.6,
paragraphs 182-185) it should be stated that porgaaArticle 25 of the Constitution of

the Republic of Armenia as of 2005, “Everyone shalle the right to leave the Republic of
Armenia. Every citizen and everyone entitled tadesn the Republic of Armenia shall

have the right to return to the Republic of Armé&nia

Article 35

224. Article 131 (2) (4) of the Criminal Code of tRepublic of Armenia provides for
imprisonment for a term of four to eight years &mvert or overt abduction of a minor
through deceit, abuse of confidence, violence @atto use violence.

225. Pursuant to Article 132 (2) (1) of the Crimirtadde of the Republic of Armenia,
recruitment, transportation, transfer, hiding oceggion of a person under the age of
eighteen for the purpose of exploitation shall bhaiphable by imprisonment for a term of
seven to ten years.

226. Pursuant to Article 133 (2) (4) of the Crimirtadde of the Republic of Armenia,
illegal deprivation of liberty of a minor shall lpeinishable by imprisonment for a term of
three to five years.

227. Article 167 of the Criminal Code of the Repualdi Armenia criminalises separation
of a child from his or her parents against the wiflthe parents, with the exception of cases
provided for by law. Under point 4 of part 2 of th@me Article, illicit transfer of a child
from one country to another constitutes an aggnayatircumstance.

228. Under Article 168, traffic in children is crin@lised, unless elements of corpus
delicti provided for in Articles 132—-132.1 of thed: are present.

229. Concurrently, articles stipulating abduction pgrson (Article 131), recruitment,
transportation, transfer, hiding or reception operson for the purpose of exploitation
(Article 132), engaging a person in prostitutiorotiier forms of sexual exploitation, forced
labour or services, or putting or keeping in slgver practices similar to slavery (Article
312.1), illegal deprivation of liberty (Article 133provide — as an aggravating
circumstance — the commission of the same offegeénat minors.

230. Pursuant to Article 23 of the Law “On the rigjlof the child”, safety of the child is
guaranteed in the Republic of Armenia. lllicit tséer (including to other countries) and
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abduction of, or traffic in children entail lialiiliin accordance with the legislation of the
Republic of Armenia.

231. According to statistical data provided by thiotmation Centre of the Police of the
Republic of Armenia, in the course of 2008, thraees of sale of children for the purpose
of adoption were recorded, in the first quarte2009 — four cases for the same purpose
were recorded, three of which were attempted shthitdren. No cases of illicit transfer
from the Republic of Armenia and abduction wereorded.

Article 18, paragraphs 1 and 2

232. The information with regard to parental guidarcpresented under Article 5 of the
Report, in addition to paragraphs 160-166 of tlewipus report (CRC/C/93/Add.6).

Parental responsibilities

233. Article 49 of the Family Code of the Republfcdomenia prescribes the equal rights
and duties of parents towards children. ArticleeStablishes the exercise of parental rights
by parents living separately from their childrengc@rding to which the parent living apart
from his or her child has equal right to maintaimizact with the child and to participate in
his or her upbringing. A parent living with the kkhshall not impede the contact of the
child with the other parent, unless it prejudides physical or mental health of the child. In
case of a disagreement between parents, the nstsettled through judicial procedure,
with the compulsory participation of the guardiapsiind curatorship authority.

234. Article 109 of the Code covers children leftheut parental care (see Article 3 of
this document).

235. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On sociabtection of children left without
parental care” was adopted in 2002, which coveiigireim left without parental care and
persons under the age of twenty three equivalerthéon, by providing for the legal
regulation and guarantees for their social prabecti

Article 19

236. The officers of the Police of the Republic ofrenia dealing with cases of minors
pursue consistent day-to-day activities to detadtl@ld accountable — in accordance with
the laws of the Republic of Armenia — parents @irtlsubstitutes who affect adversely on
their children, as well as practice exploitatiohygical or sexual abuse of children. Thus, in
the course of 2008, 25 parents (their substitutes)e registered for exerting adverse
influence on their children, and respective wonkesaursued with their regard.

Article 20
Children deprived of a family environment

237. The protection of the rights and interests lifdeen left without parental care is
carried out by the State. Chapter 3 of the Lawhef Republic of Armenia “On social
protection of children left without parental capgdvides for the protection of the rights of
children in adverse conditions.

238. Articles 33 to 38 of the Civil Code of the Rbpa of Armenia defines the concept
of guardianship and curatorship.
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239. Article 58 of the Family Code of the RepublicAsmenia states that guardianship
and curatorship authority is entitled to take awasy child from his or her parents (one of
the parents) or the persons who have the careeathiid in case of imminent threat to the
life and health of the child. As stated above, Gdiadl7 regulates the detection and
placement of children left without parental caretidde 111 prescribes that children left
without parental care are — for the purpose of ungiimg — subject to placement in a
family (adoption), guardianship (curatorship) ostér placement, and, in case of absence
of such opportunities, in all types of organisasidor children left without parental care
(upbringing, medical, social protection of popuati or other similar organisations). When
placing a child, due regard shall be paid to hiker ethnic background, certain religious
and cultural belonging, mother tongue, and oppdigsto ensure continuity in his or her
upbringing and education.

240. Chapter 19 of the Code defines the guardiareipcuratorship of children, stating
that guardianship and curatorship shall be assigmedose children who are left without
parental care, with the view to ensuring their adgt upbringing, provision of education,
as well as protection of their rights and intere€gly adult persons having active legal
capacity are eligible to be assigned — upon theitsent — as guardians (curators) of
children. A guardian (curator) is not assigned dbildren under the complete care of the
State in upbringing, medical, population’s sociabtpction and similar organisations.
These organisations are charged with fulfilling theies of guardians (curators).

241. Chapter 20 covers the foster placement of thiéd,cpursuant to which the
upbringing of the child (children) may be carriedtan a foster family based on an
agreement on placing the child (children) in a fgnfibr upbringing. The agreement on
placing the child (children) in a family for upbgimg shall stipulate the conditions of
living, upbringing and education of the child, thights and duties of the foster parents, the
duties of the guardianship and curatorship authavith regard to the foster family, as well
as the grounds and consequences of terminationuci sgreement. The amount of
remuneration to the foster parents for care andinging of children under their custody is
defined by the Government of the Republic of Armaeni

242. Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republid&uwghenia, motherhood and childhood
are under the protection of the State.

243. Children enjoy all those human and citizenghts and freedoms the exercise of
which is not hindered by the lack of adulthood.

244. The basic guarantees for children are laid dowthe legislation of the Republic of
Armenia, which include their right to survival, iséctory living standard, health,
opportunity to receive education, to housing, dagaurity, and other rights.

245. Rights and state social guarantees for chilrnvithout parental care are attached
special legal importance. Children left without gratel care for different reasons in the
Republic of Armenia are viewed as needing speciatkeption and care of the State.

246. A necessary condition for implementing refoimhe field is the development and
improvement of the respective legal framework.

247. State policy in this field is implemented based the Law of the Republic of
Armenia “On the rights of the child”, the Family @®of the Republic of Armenia, the Law
of the Republic of Armenia “On social protection afildren left without parental care”,
and the National Programme of the Republic of Arimdar 2004—2015 for the Protection
of the Rights of the Child approved by the Decisidrihe Government of the Republic of
Armenia No. 1745-N of 18 December 2003. Within thamework of the National

Programme, socio-psychological, medical, legal,tadys and upbringing services are
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rendered to children left without parental care wée in orphanages, in dire life
conditions, in adverse conditions of care and uygnig, and to graduates of orphanages.

248. The implemented strategy of reforms of childhoorotection system carries
continuous improvement of the activities and cdodi& of care and social protection
institutions for children left without parental earimprovement of work methodology,
raising of qualification level of specialists, aintplementation of target programmes.

249. As of 1 November 2009, the number of childefhwithout parental care and under

the complete care of the State makes 880 in eigitamages, including 380 children with

disabilities in the care of specialised orphanayesabout 250 children in four orphanages
under the auspices of international charity orgeiogs.

250. In 2009, the State Budget of the Republic ahdmia allocated AMD 1 billion 661
million on the account of 935 children in orpharage

251. The daily share for the care of one child mA#&D 4,870, and AMD 4,930 is
allocated under the State Budget of the Republirofenia for 2010.

252. In 2005, the State Budget of the Republic ahémia for the first time allocated
money necessary to cover minor expenses for childr@rphanages, pursuant to point 16
of the Annex approved by the Decision of the Goment of the Republic of Armenia No.
1324-N of 5 August 2004 “On recognising as a pubtieinistration body authorised by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia and apipp the minimum state social
criteria for the care and upbringing of childreromphanages”.

253. The State Budget for 2009 allocated AMD 15,2B8usand to that end. The
Programme for 2010 allocates AMD 12,840 thousarttidgbend.

254. The care and upbringing of children left withgarental care is regulated by the
Decision of the Government of the Republic of AriaeNo. 381-N of 24 March 2005 “On

approving the list of the types of child care amdt@ction institutions in the Republic of
Armenia and the criteria of placing children in lsulestitutions”.

255. On 9 November 2006, the Government of the Rapuald Armenia adopted the
Decision No. 1735-N “On approving the procedure gtacing children in child care and
protection institutions (orphanages, boarding st)davhich sets forth the requirements
for entering these institutions by children leftlvdut parental care.

256. In general terms, the number of children emgeiwrphanages has a tendency to
decline which is considerably due to the regulatdrthe respective legislative field, as
well as to the seven child care and protectioritin&ins — which function in Yerevan and
in five Marzes — established in 2007 in the Repulgf Armenia as a result of child
protection reforms. The institutions render supperindigent families and families in dire
conditions with regard to the care and upbringihghildren.

257. The introduction of the institute of foster fgmin the Republic of Armenia also
serves the aim of ensuring the right of the chigghribed of family to live in a family
environment.

258. With a view to introducing a targeted and effecpolicy, pursuant to the Law of

the Republic of Armenia “On social protection ofildren left without parental are”, the

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Repighbf Armenia has been implementing
since 2004 centralised registration of childrert Mfthout parental care in children’s

institutions, families of relatives or foster fareg, as well as centralised registration of
persons left without parental care or equivalemsq@es needing a house.
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259. According to data as of 2007, the number dfioém left without parental care was
1,023 in the centralised registration system, aswbiaing to data as of November 2009,
the number of registered children makes 1,571.

260. The number of registered persons left with@reptal care, who need a house and
are in the care of families, makes 89, and the munolf orphanage graduates needing a
house makes 173.

261. Since 2007, houses have been provided on acafuthe State Budget of the
Republic of Armenia to such persons each year.

262. For the purpose of social protection of chitdkeft without parental care and their
inclusion in the society, programmes targeting tdducatee of orphanages are continued
to be implemented and guarantees are providedfasedéy the Law of the Republic of
Armenia “On social protection of children left witht parental care”.

The problems of disabled children without paremtée@i without parental care and
residing in the Republic of Armenia, and, in gehettze issues of the social protection of
children in dire circumstances, of protection cditHegitimate interests and rights, the full
implementation of which is the guarantee for stat#@elopment of future society, have
become a major concern for the State and society.

263. The state social policy in Armenia is developad implemented with due regard to
the significance and actuality of such problems.

264. In this context, the following have been addgte major directions:
(a) Establishment of a unified system for the pridecand care of the child;

(b)  Reduction of the number of children in orpharsaga care and protection
institutions, and in special state institutionseyantion of the flow of children to such
institutions;

(c) Improvement of the activities and conditions afiild care and protection
institutions.

265. One of the mainstreams in state social polioy improvement of children’s
condition — the protection of children in difficulife situations — is therefore being
developed.

266. The Decision of the Government of the Reputiliérmenia No. 206-N “On 2006—
2010 strategy for reforms in social protection loifdren in difficult life situations” adopted
in 2006 is targeted at the mentioned issue. Thea mpanciples of the Strategy are defined
as follows:

(8)  Ensuring full socialisation of children;

(b)  Socio-psychological recovery, adaptation in ablife;
(c) Bestinterests of the child,;

(d)  Social protection of children in difficult lifsituations.

267. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On sociasiatance” defines the concept of
“difficult life situation” as an objective situativinterfering with human activity as a result
of disability, lack of self-reliance, disease, lgeteprived of parental care, poverty, family
conflicts, undergoing cruel treatment and violeriedplessness, loneliness, social isolation,
accident or emergency situation, returning froncesaof imprisonment, which a person is
not able to overcome on his or her own and hasigihé to and the need for state and public
protection.
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268. The Government of the Republic of Armenia hesently adopted a number of
decisions targeted at the improvement of the sinabf persons with disabilities, poor
families, children in special facilities. The saecisions include the following:

(@) Decision of the Government of the Republic om&nia No. 1324-N “On
recognising as a public administration body ausemtiby the Government of the Republic
of Armenia and approving the minimum state sociiiéda for the care and upbringing of
children in orphanages” was adopted on 5 August20Be minimum state social criteria
for the care and upbringing children in orphanagese approved by this Decision
according to its Annex, which entered into forcelofanuary 2005;

(b) Decision of the Government of the Republic ofnnia No. 815-N of 31
May 2007 “On approving the minimum criteria for eand services for children under the
care of orphanages (irrespective of legal formYieTntroduction of this Decision enabled
to ensure the care and upbringing of children jphanages in compliance with the state
social minimum criteria, as well as to establishtool over their implementation;

(c) Decision of the Government of the Republic ofnénia No. 381-N of 24
March 2005 “On approving the list of types of chddre and protection institutions, the
standards for placement of children therein andhaking a supplement and an amendment
to the Decision of the Government of the Republiémnenia No. 2179-N of 26 December
2002". The Decision has specified the types ofdchdre and protection institutions in the
Republic of Armenia, approved the standards foritithg children to these institutions,
the introduction of which will prevent the institomalisation of children.

Other laws, Decisions of the Government of the Répuof Armenia, and target
programmes have been adopted as well.

269. The following problems are currently of speaigbortance in the field of protection
of children in difficult life situations:

(@)  Protection of children left without parental €ar

(b)  Protection of children with disabilities;

(c)  Protection of children under the care of ingitins;

(d)  Protection of children dropped out of generalaadion system;
(e)  Protection of beggar children;

)] Protection of children who have undergone vigkeiincluding psychological
and physical violence, cruel treatment, sexuallabhdur exploitation);

(g) Prevention of violence against, and neglectloidren;

(h)  Protection of children of poor families or famed living in unfavourable
conditions.

270. In recent years considerable work has beeiedanut in the Republic of Armenia
for improvement of the legal framework relating tchildren, elaboration and
implementation of assistance programmes, as watistisutional reforms.

271. These reforms are especially targeted at theegqtion of the rights and interests of
children left without parental care.

272. A considerable increase in the number of obildinder the care of orphanages was
recorded in the country in the period from 19920064.

273. The situation has been fixed since 2006 dubkegolicy implemented by the State.
It aims at improving the care and upbringing ofidtgn in orphanages, prevention of social
orphanhood, ensuring the right to live in a famépvironment and receive family
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upbringing, as well as full integration into sogietAs a result, the rate of
institutionalisation of children is decreasing. \K®rare being carried out for sustainable
improvement of operation of orphanages.

274. Regular trainings of specialists are being ootetl, compliance with the minimum
criteria necessary for care, upbringing and sesvis@ermanently monitored.

275. The operation of institutions as well as thekivg methods are being improved
based on international best practice for the pemdgprotection of the rights and legitimate
interests of children under the care of orphanagestion of conditions favourable to their
care, upbringing and development, natural cours@hysical and mental development,
psychological recovery and efficient socialisatias,well as maintenance and development
of person.

276. Major repairs of premises are being carriedabiihe expense of the funds from the
State Budget of the Republic of Armenia, as welfram international organisations and
individual benefactors.

277. However, there are special issues in such makons, which are linked primarily
to the circumstance of children being deprived hdirt families, difficulties in clarifying
their family status — from the legal viewpoint, a®ll as specifics of, and potential
shortfalls in, collective upbringing.

278. The most positive way for solving the issue ceoned is to return a child left
without parental care to a family environment -dmical, adoptive, or foster family.

279. In connection with the improvement of childecand upbringing in orphanages, the
following has been approved by decisions of thegboment of the Republic of Armenia:

(8) Decision No. 1324 of 5 August 2004 “On approvingnimum state criteria
for care and services for children under the chmrmhanages (irrespective of legal form)”;

(b)  Decision No. 381-N of 24 March 2005 “On apprayithe list of types of
child care and protection institutions in the Rdjmulof Armenia and the standards for
placement of children therein”;

(c) Decision No. 1735-N of 9 November 2006 “On aming the procedure for
placement of children in child care and protectiostitutions (orphanages, boarding
schools, and other boarding institutions)”, clarify the criteria for placement into those
institutions;

(d)  Other legal acts.

Age and gender distribution of the number of childen in orphanages, 2003-2008
end of year

(people)
Total Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 20082003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Under 1 year of age 68 61 108 66 91 85 38 33 58 38 47 43

From 1 to 6 years of age 264 270 192 245 229 347 118 125 96 106 90 137
From 7 to 9 years of age 206 232 201 196 183 171 90 107 86 93 84 77
From 10 to 15 years ofage 407 430 442 420 394 403 213 230 229 225 202 204
From 16 to 18 years ofage 200 182 199 201 205 247 119 110 110 107 118 125
19 and higher 15 15 14 14 - - 12 11 9 9 - -

Total 1160 1190 1156 1142 1102 1253 590 616 588 578 5416 58

49



CRC/C/ARM/3-4

50

Article 21
Adoption

280. Chapter 18 of the Family Code of the Republfc Asmenia regulates the
relationships pertaining to adoption. Adoption isegal action under which the adopters
and those being adopted acquire the rights anésigtiescribed by law for parents and
children respectively. Adoption is considered thefg@rred option for placement of children
left without parental care. Adoption of siblings Bifferent persons is not allowed, except
for cases when the adoption is in the child’s b@stests. Adoption of children holding the
nationality of the Republic of Armenia by foreigationals and stateless persons as well as
by the nationals of the Republic of Armenia residoutside the Republic of Armenia is
permitted only in those cases where there is naipitisy to place those children in a
family of nationals of the Republic of Armenia pemently residing in the territory of the
Republic of Armenia or for the adoption of thosddren by their relatives. Information on
children eligible for adoption is provided to fagai nationals, stateless persons as well as
nationals of the Republic of Armenia living outsithe Republic of Armenia three months
after the centralised registration of children @med.

281. Adoption is granted by court on the basis efdpplication of a person(s) willing to
adopt a child. The action on the approval of adoptf a child is examined in special
proceedings as provided for by the civil procediggislation. The court examines the
actions on the approval of the adoption of a ckiith compulsory participation of the
guardianship and curatorship authority and thequevélling to adopt the child.

282. Article 116 specifies those entitled to adegtereas Article 117 prescribes that the
age difference between a single adopter and tHé bhing adopted shall not be less than
18 years. According to Article 121, the adoptioraathild who has attained the age of ten
requires the child’s consent.

283. Article 150 of the Code prescribes that the piida of a child holding the
nationality of the Republic of Armenia by foreigationals or stateless persons, as well as
by nationals of the Republic of Armenia residingside the territory of the Republic of
Armenia is implemented upon the Decision of the &oment of the Republic of Armenia,
in case of receiving a preliminary consent. Pradecof the rights and interests of a child
holding the nationality of the Republic of Armerdad adopted outside the territory of the
Republic of Armenia by foreign nationals or stasslepersons is, unless otherwise
prescribed by international treaties of the Remubfi Armenia, implemented by consular
offices of the Republic of Armenia within the frawmrk permitted by the norms of
international law, where the records of the memtibrchildren are kept before their
attaining full age. The record keeping procedurecamsular offices of the Republic of
Armenia of a child holding the nationality of theefublic of Armenia and adopted by
foreign nationals or stateless persons is apprdyethe Government of the Republic of
Armenia.

284. In the period of 2000-2008, 2,883 persons wegestered in the data bank of the
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Repigbbf Armenia as persons willing to

adopt a child, out of which 1,376 were foreign oadils; 1,736 children eligible for

adoption were registered, of which 1,265 were aahp658 of which — by foreign

nationals.

285. Those children are adopted in the Republicrofighia in respect of whom the legal
grounds prescribed by the Law of the Republic ofn@nia are present. Following the
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adoption of the Hague Convention, amendments aregbeade to the legislation of the
Republic of Armenia with the purpose of bringing iit full compliance with the
international legal framework.

Children are mainly placed in adoptive familiestlie U.S., France, Italy, Russian
Federation, and Greece, and the majority of adsater of the Armenian origin.

Age and gender distribution of the number of childen eligible for adoption in
centralised registration, 2003—-2008

(people)
Total Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Under 6 months 34 79 57 34 39 30 16 41 34 20 19 16
From 6 months to 1 year of age 59 31 21 54 66 47 36 14 10 31 36 25
From 1 to 6 years of age 72 40 29 49 42 40 38 17 9 21 21 18
From 6 to 10 years of age 24 25 20 22 26 17 8 10 2 11 11 10
From 10 to 15 years of age 37 33 24 28 32 15 7 10 5 10

From 15 to 18 years of age 14 17 13 16 14 7 5 6 4 7 8 4

Total 240 225 164 203 219 156 110 98 64 97 105 76

Gender distribution of the number of children eligible for adoption included in
centralised registration, by Marzes of the Republicof Armenia and Yerevan city,

2003-2008
(people)
Total Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Yerevan 118 97 60 92 112 83 66 48 33 50 62 43
Aragatsotn 5 7 4 12 9 1 1 3 2 5 3 -
Ararat 15 20 27 21 19 5 7 9 10 9 10 3
Armavir 16 13 2 8 6 6 6 1 - 4 1 2
Gegharkunik 19 18 29 19 14 12 2 3 2 6 4 4
Lori 36 24 12 12 16 11 16 12 6 9 7 4
Kotayk 8 4 5 6 6 9 3 3 1 2 - 2
Shirak 11 30 20 28 27 22 5 15 8 11 14 14
Syunik 7 4 1 1 - 7 2 1 - - 4
Vayots Dzor 1 4 1 1 1 - - 1 - - - -
Tavush 4 4 3 3 9 - 2 - 1 1 4 -
Total 240 225 164 203 219 156 110 98 64 97 105 76
! The number of adopted children in centralised tegfisn may vary with the number

of children eligible for adoption in centralisedjigtration since a child adopted within the repugti
period may have been registered as a child eligisladoption in the previous year. The child is
deemed to be adopted on the date of the decisiaadaption.
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Age and gender distribution of the number of adoptd children included in centralised
registration, 2003—2008

(people)
Total Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 20082003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Under 6 months 23 22 6 - 5 4 12 9 2 - 3 4
From 6 months to 1 year of age 52 34 22 20 25 29 29 19 14 15 13 16
From 1 to 6 years of age 77 34 23 32 62 58 43 14 9 18 32 31
From 6 to 10 years of age 24 21 12 4 15 10 4 8 3
From 10 to 15 years of age 27 26 10 20 11 9 4 -
From 15 to 18 years of age 12 13 6 8 8 - 2 4 -
Total 215 150 79 84 126 110 103 61 35 42 60 57
Gender distribution of the number of adopted children included in centralised
registration, by Marzes of the Republic of Armeniaand Yerevan city, 2003—-2008
(people)
Total Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 20082003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Yerevan 104 70 28 39 59 71 63 38 16 23 39 42
Aragatsotn 6 4 - 3 3 1 1 1 - 3 - -
Ararat 12 6 8 5 19 1 5 3 5 3 7 -
Armavir 16 13 2 5 4 4 7 1 - 3 - 2
Gegharkunik 21 12 13 13 8 6 2 1 2 - 2 2
Lori 25 16 8 7 11 12 6 3 4 7 4
Kotayk 9 4 5 4 4 2 3 3 2 1 - -
Shirak 10 9 12 8 15 12 5 3 5 5 3 6
Syunik 6 7 1 - - 2 3 3 1 - - 1
Vayots Dzor 5 - - - 1 - - - -
Tavush 4 - 5 - 2 1 1 - 2 -
Total 215 150 79 84 126 110 103 61 35 42 60 57
286. For the prevention of orphanhood of childréw &doption process is permanently
being reformed in the Republic of Armenia; a numbérlegal acts providing for the
framework of the process have been elaboratedifarmation database has been created.
287. Since 2000, the Ministry of Labour and Socifthis of the Republic of Armenia is
maintaining a centralised registration of childedigible for adoption, adoption candidates
and adopters in the Republic of Armenia.
288. In the Republic of Armenia, the relationshipsiag in the process of adoption of a
child are regulated by the Family Code of the Répudf Armenia, by the Civil Procedure
Code of the Republic of Armenia, as well as byrimional treaties of the Republic of
Armenia.
289. A number of legislative acts governing the didopprocess have been adopted by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia; the naeidms have been specified in
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accordance with which all the authorities implenmenthe protection of the rights of the
child, i.e., guardianship and curatorship authesitiregional structures, the Republican
Commission on Adoption, courts, as well as inteéstgencies — the Government of the
Republic of Armenia, the Ministry of Labour and &dcAffairs of the Republic of
Armenia, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Ragic of Armenia, and the Police of the
Republic of Armenia, are involved in the adoptiorogess and, treating the legitimate
interests of the child as the paramount considerafarticipate in the adoption process
within the framework of their powers.

290. Enshrining the right of the child to live irfaamily and recognising that adoption —
as an opportunity to have a permanent family —oiss@dered the most preferred option for
placement of children left without parental carem@nia, right upon the first years of its
independence, acceded to the UN Convention on igfgtdRof the Child in 1992, by stating

its commitment to make the issues of children arfiyi and accepting that “inter-country

adoption may be considered as an alternative nefastsld’s care”.

291. In 2005 the National Assembly of the RepublicAomenia adopted the Family
Code of the Republic of Armenia, Articles 112, 14Ad 150 of which regulate the
relationships pertaining to adoption of a childdiofy the nationality of the Republic of
Armenia by foreign nationals and stateless persdéltiag to adopt a child in the Republic
of Armenia as well as by nationals of the Repubfiérmenia residing outside the territory
of the Republic of Armenia. According to the praeiss of the Family Code of the
Republic of Armenia, “Information on children elidg for adoption is provided to foreign
nationals, stateless persons as well as natiofidleedRepublic of Armenia living outside
the Republic of Armenia three months after the radised registration of children
concerned.”

292. Upon approval of the Family Code of the Repubfi Armenia, a number of legal
acts arising from the above-mentioned Code weregptadoby the Government of the
Republic of Armenia.

293. Decision of the Government of the Republic ofm@nia No. 209-N of 1 February
2007 “On approving the procedure for registratidnpersons willing to adopt a child”
which regulates the relationships pertaining tordgistration of foreign nationals, stateless
persons as well as nationals of the Republic of éia living outside the territory of the
Republic of Armenia willing to adopt a child holdirthe nationality of the Republic of
Armenia.

294. Decision of the Government of the Republic ah&nia No. 517-N of 5 May 2005
“On approving the list of diseases in case of wragberson may not adopt a child, accept
him or her in the family for guardianship (curatdp, or accept him or her in the family
for upbringing”, which is a guarantee for placemeha child left without parental care in a
healthy and well-off family.

295. In accordance with the requirements of the Bam@iode of the Republic of
Armenia, on 21 April 2005 the Government of the Rdjz of Armenia adopted also the
Decision No. 623-N “On approving the record keepingcedure in consular offices of the
Republic of Armenia of children holding the natititya of the Republic of Armenia
adopted by foreign nationals and stateless persavisth is in line with the provision on
review provided for by the Convention and the Fgribde of the Republic of Armenia. In
2006 the Republic of Armenia ratified the Hague @tion of 29 May 1993 on Protection
of Children and Co-operation in respect of Interttoy Adoption, which establishes a
concise procedure and conditions for the proceswtef-country adoption, on relations
between Armenia and member States of the Convergiod fully enables to clarify the
psychological and educational development prospeefiter adoption — of a child subject
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to adoption, and for making sure that the adoptias granted in the best interests of the
child.

296. Legislation of the Republic of Armenia on adopt— being in compliance with the
provision on review — provided for by the Conventie- in respect of care and upbringing
of an adopted child in the adoptive family — praagdthat foreign nationals who have
adopted a child holding the nationality of the Relfuof Armenia shall, before the child
attains his or her full age, submit to the autlyocitnducting the record keeping of the child
an annual statement on the health and life comditinf the child issued and approved by
relevant competent authorities of their permandatepof residence.

297. In case of changing their permanent place siflemce, adopters shall, within a one
month period, inform thereon the relevant authocitywducting the record keeping of the
child (Decision of the Government of the RepublfcAsmenia No. 623-N of 21 April
2005).

298. Keeping in mind the provisions of the Convemtimncerning effective review with
regard to the future destiny of adopted childrelatéral treaties on inter-state co-operation
in the field of adoption should be concluded witte tcountries that have ratified the
Convention, especially those countries, the natsoné which adopt children holding the
nationality of the Republic of Armenia more often.

299. With a view to bringing the Civil Procedure @odf the Republic of Armenia —
adopted by the National Assembly of the RepublicAohenia on 17 June 1998 — into
compliance with the provisions of the Family Codk tbhe Republic of Armenia, a
supplement was made therein, according to whiah cthurts of the Republic of Armenia
shall, in accordance with Articles 1731-1735 of ftka 29 of the Code, deliver judgments
on child adoption in the manner prescribed by ki grocedure legislation.

300. In accordance with the existing legislatiomcsi 2000, the Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia is maiiniag a centralised registration of
children eligible for adoption, adoption candidates well as adopters and adopted
children.

301. As a result of data analysis of centralisedsteggion, within the period from 2000
to 2008, 2,883 persons were registered as persilirsgwo adopt a child, out of which

1,376 were foreign nationals; 1,736 children elgitor adoption were registered, of which
1,265 were adopted, 558 of which — by foreign metis.

302. The number of children eligible for adoptioridiiog the nationality of the Republic
of Armenia is annually decreasing.

303. The Decision of the Government of the RepubfidArmenia No. 459 of 8 May
2008 “On approving the procedure for placing clitdwith foster families, the payment
procedure and amount of monthly funds paid to fofstenilies for the maintenance of each
child and payment procedure and amount of remuoergtaid to foster families for the
care and upbringing of the child, as well as thenfof the agreement on the placement of
the child with the foster family”. Upbringing ofchild (children) left without parental care
may be carried out in a foster family which is fednbased on an agreement on placing of
the child (children) with a family for upbringinén accordance with the agreement signed
between a foster parent and the guardianship aradocship commission, guardianship and
curatorship authorities assist the foster familythia care and upbringing of the child, as
well as exercise control over conditions and oher firocess as a whole. A relevant point
on revision of the document is also set forth ia #greement, if appropriate. Periodic
review of the condition of children is carried al#6 times in a year as well as on ad hoc
basis.
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Article 25
Periodic review of placement

304. Since February 2000, pursuant to the agreersigned between the Fund for
Armenian Relief and the Police of the Republic ofm&nia, the Children’s Reception and
Orientation Centre is functioning. In accordancehwihe Statute of the Centre, those
children — directed by subdivision on juvenile readt of the Police of the Republic of
Armenia and divisions for protection of childremights — are received in the Centre, who
are from three to 18 year of age and are lostapgsheggar, vagabond, offender, or victim
of violence.

305. A computer database on biological data of chilcbf 3 to 18 years of age has been
created in the Centre; meantime, medical, socidlmsychological services are operating.
Based on the results of further orientation of mengeceived in the Centre, the latter are
furnished with the required documents (birth cidife, passport, military service record
card), temporary accommodation, food, and clothing.

A detailed and consistent work is being carried with the minors directed to the
Centre. Based on studies and upon the decisiameaiultidisciplinary council comprising
employees from the subdivision on juvenile mattessyes relating to future upbringing or
returning to a parent of minors received in the téeare settled. Those offender juveniles
received in the Centre, who are not convicted bexad their age, are placed in Vardashen
or Nubarashen educational establishments for @rildisplaying anti-social behaviour.

306. An individual prophylactic work is being cadieout by the multidisciplinary
council with each minor received in the Centre. Thaor is studied and evaluated, based
on which a database is created, which covers datgesonal life, family of the minor and
the work carried out with him or her.

Article 27, paragraph 4
Recovery of maintenance for the child

307. According to Article 34 of the Constitution thfe Republic of Armenia, everyone
shall have the right to adequate standard of livinguding housing, for him or her as well
as for his or her family, as well as the right toprove life conditions. The State shall
undertake all appropriate measures for realisatfdhis right of citizens.

308. Malicious evasion — for more than three monthsby the parent from making
court-ordered maintenance payments to a child dnild who has attained the age of 18
and who is incapable to work, is punishable byna fh the amount of 100-fold to 200-fold
of the minimum salary (Article 173 of the Crimirabde).

Article 39
Abuse and neglect

309. Every child has the right to be protected frany type of violence (physical,
psychological and other). Everyone, including pteeor other legal representatives, is
prohibited from subjecting the child to violence degrading punishment or to any other
similar treatment. In case of violating the rightsd legitimate interests of the child, those
responsible for it are held liable in the mannerspribed by the legislation of the Republic
of Armenia. The State and its relevant bodies enthe protection of the child from any
type of violence, exploitation, engagement in amynimal activity, including use of
narcotic substances, their manufacturing or triiffig therein, beggary, prostitution,
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gambling, as well as other encroachment of his ar ights and legitimate interests
(Article 9 of the Law “On the rights of the child”)

310. Articles 165 and 166 of the Criminal Code & tRepublic of Armenia provide for
criminal liability for involving minors in the comitment of a criminal offence and in
performance of anti-social acts (acts associated weigular use of alcoholic beverages,
non-medical use of drastic or other soporific sabsés, prostitution, vagrancy or beggary,
preparation of pornographic materials or objeds)icle 262 (3) of the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Armenia provides for liability fimvolving a person — who has not yet
attained the age of 18 — in prostitution. In acemck with Article 59 of the Family Code
of the Republic of Armenia, amongst other reasamsgl treatment against children,
including use of mental or physical violence agathem, as well as sexual harassment,
may serve as a ground for depriving of parentditsig

311. Section 7 of the Criminal Code of the RepulglicArmenia establishes crimes
against individuals. Meantime, under Article 63thé Code, commission of a criminal
offence against a minor or another helpless or atepted person is deemed to be a
circumstance aggravating the liability and the phment.

312. Twelve adults were held criminally liable undeticle 166 of the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Armenia in 2008 for involving misomn the commitment of anti-social
acts.

313. Inthe best interests of the child, the couaymender a judgment on taking the child
from the parents (one of the parents) without dépgi him or her of parental rights
(restriction of parental rights).

314. Restriction of parental rights is permitted vehkeaving a child with the parents or

one of them is dangerous for him or her due toamssvhich are beyond the control of the
parents or one of them (mental or any other chralidease, hard circumstances, etc.).
Restriction of parental rights is also permittedcases where though leaving a child with
the parents or one of them is dangerous for thd duie to the behaviour of the latter, there
are no sufficient grounds for depriving parent®iee of them of parental rights. Where the
parents or any of them do not change their behayvite guardianship and curatorship
authority may, in the best interests of the child defore the expiry of that period, file an

action on depriving parents or any of them of pealerghts.

315. An action on restriction of parental rights niweyfiled by close relatives of a child,
those authorities and organisations which are @thlyy law with protecting the rights of
the child, as well as pre-school, general educatimhother organisations.

316. Actions on restriction of parental rights areamined with the compulsory
participation of guardianship and curatorship arithoWithin a three day period upon the
entry into force of the court judgment on restdatiof parental rights of parents or any of
them, the court is obliged to send the excerpthef judgment to the bodies of State
Registration of Civil Status Acts of state registra of child’s birth.

317. The Police conducts the record keeping of mdy ¢hose juveniles who have

committed a crime but also of those who commitmfés entailing administrative or public

consequences, those using alcoholic beverages thuder the age of 16 who abandon
their family on voluntary basis, those abandonimpgcal educational and upbringing

establishments on voluntary basis, those malicjoeslading from learning, gamblers,

those involved in vagrancy or beggary, and otheaidihg an anti-social life.

During 2008, 168 juveniles were referred to theld@@kn’s Assistance Centre by the
Police divisions. Since 2000, the Police of the lt#igc of Armenia collaborates with the
Children’s Assistance Centre of the Fund for ArraanRelief.
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318. After carrying out individual works with all @hminors referred to the Centre, the
multidisciplinary council operating in the Centrerforms evaluation of the child; relevant
activities are being carried out also with the mersbof the family. Children may stay in
the Centre for a period of up to three months. Aiis are being carried out with the latter
by psychologists, pedagogues, and social workeese Hrom the minors are mainly
referred to families, and, if appropriate, are pthin relevant educational and upbringing
institutions.

VII. Basic health and welfare
(arts. 6, 18, paras. 3, 23, 24, 26, and 27, parads3)

Article 6, paragraph 2

319. In accordance with Article 38 of the Constiatiof the Republic of Armenia,
“Everyone shall have the right to receive medicsistance and services in the manner
prescribed by law”. Everyone shall have the rightbenefit from basic medical services
free of charge. Their list and procedure for primvighereof shall be prescribed by law”.

320. In considering the process of development igfabnstitutional norm, a significant
change in terms of its content following the cdmgibnal amendments of 2005 can be
observed. In particular, before the amendments, Goestitution of the Republic of
Armenia stated, “Everyone shall have the right ¢alth care. The procedure for medical
assistance and services shall be prescribed byTlaa State shall implement public health
care programmes and contribute to the developnfepitysical culture and sport.” As can
be seen, the mentioned provision stipulated ordyrigght to health care, and the State was
obliged to only implement public health care prognees and contribute to the
development of physical culture and sport. Follgyvthe constitutional amendments, the
right to medical assistance and services in theneraprescribed by law was recognised for
each natural person by the Constitution of the Ripwf Armenia; the Republic of
Armenia has, on the level of the Constitution, utaleen a responsibility to ensure for each
person the opportunity to receive basic medicalises free of charge.

321. The implementation of the mentioned constihglonorm is ensured through a
number of legislative acts and acts of secondagisletion. Amongst these legal acts the
Law of the Republic of Armenia “On medical assis@rand services to the population”
can be emphasised, a number of articles of whielrcine provision of medical assistance
and services free of charge. Particularly:

(@) Article 2 of the Law defines primary health caae a type of medical
assistance and service which is free of chargedoh person, is based on more accessible
methods and technologies and is guaranteed bytalte; S

(b)  Article 4 states that each person has the righinedical assistance and
services free of charge within the scope of statget health care programmes guaranteed
by the State;

(c) Article 10 states that every child, within theope of state target health care
programmes, has the right to receive free of chargdical assistance and services;

(d) Article 11 states that a person suffering frondisease dangerous for the
surroundings shall have the right to receive sga@ranteed free of charge medical
assistance and services and get treatment in $ipedi@stablishments providing medical
assistance and services;
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(e) Article 14 states that persons who have sufféneémergency situations
enjoy state-guaranteed free of charge medicaltassis and services.

322. It is also worth mentioning that Decision Nd.8aN adopted on 4 March 2004
regulates in detail the organisation and finangmgcedure of free of charge medical
assistance and services guaranteed by the State.

Article 26

323. According to Article 5 (1) of the Law of the Reblic of Armenia “On social
assistance”, one of the main principles of socalstance arrangement and provision is the
priority of provision of social assistance to chdd, i.e., giving preference to children in
the delivery of social services.

324. According to the Law of the Republic of Armef@n state benefits”, the types of

state benefits are family allowance, child carewadince and maternity allowance. Family
allowance is granted to poor families, where the@am of the allowance is determined by
adding the base portion of the allowance to thetiatél payment to minor members of the

family. Moreover, the additional payment to childrearies based on the level of family
security, place of residence (high mountainous08@ metre above the sea level; border),
and the number of children in the family.

325. In 2009, the amount of additional payment grdrtb minor members of a family
eligible for allowance has increased (at all levatsl groups of differentiation), and the
average amount of family allowance amounts to AME)580 instead of AMD 21,100 in
the previous year.

326. According to the information database of Noveni2009, 5,764 children of single
mothers (born out of wedlock) are registered ambtigsfamilies receiving state benefits.

327. As a result of the policy implemented by thev&ament of the Republic of
Armenia, amongst the families receiving family alimce, the share of families with
children has increased (at the background of deerefithe number of families receiving
state benefits). The share of families with a ckitdongst the families receiving family
allowance in 2009 amounted to 81.33% instead &4®6.in the previous year.

328. In accordance with the Law of the Republic ofmania “On state benefits”, a
family eligible for benefit may be provided a lurespm pecuniary aid, where:

(@ A child is born in the family receiving stateriedit: in 2009 — in the amount
of AMD 50,000, as against AMD 35,000 in 2008 (a jusum maternity allowance);

(b) A child of a family receiving state benefit idraitted to the first grade in a
general education school: in 2009 — in the amo@AiMD 25,000, as against AMD 20,000
in 2008.

329. The number of children with disabilities in fiéies eligible for family allowance
amounts by year to:

(@ 3,916 in 2007;
(b) 3,667 in 2008;
©) 3,173 in 2009.

Such a decrease in the amounts is due to the decreahe number of families
receiving state benefits.
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330. A working parent is eligible for child careallance for a child under the age of 2
years, within the whole period of the child caravie, but no longer than before the child
attains the age of 2 years. The amount of the claitd allowance for children under the age
of 2 years has increased six times from AMD 3,@)8N¥D 18,000.

331. The amount of a lump sum maternity allowancaifferentiated based on the
subsequent number of the child born in the fanmiilye amount of the lump sum allowance
for the third and each next child born in familiess set at AMD 430,000 in 2009. In 2008,
the third and each next child born in the familyswgganted a lump sum aid in the amount
of AMD 300,000 where that family was deemed to lrpin accordance with the
procedure established by the Government of the BRigpof Armenia.

Article 18, paragraph 3

332. Article 37 of the Constitution of the Repubtit Armenia prescribes that everyone
shall have the right to social security in caseseiority age, disability, illness, loss of
breadwinner, unemployment as well as other casedgdad for by law. The scope and
forms of social security are defined by law.

333. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On statengiens” was adopted in 2002,

under Article 26 of which every child who has natt yattained the age of eighteen is
eligible for survivor's pension. Under Article 38ny person recognised as “a child with
disabilities” is granted a disability social penmsithe amount of which is determined under
Article 34. Under Article 35, the survivor's socipénsion extends to those children left
without parental care whose parents are unknown.

334. Article 49 of the Family Code of the Republfcdmenia prescribes the equal rights
and duties of parents towards children. ArticleeStablishes the exercise of parental rights
by parents living separately from their children¢c@rding to which the parent living apart
from his or her child has equal right to maintaimizict with the child and to participate in
his or her upbringing. A parent living with the kchshall not impede the contact of the
child with the other parent, unless it prejudides physical or mental health of the child. In
case of a disagreement between parents, the nmtsettled through judicial procedure,
with the compulsory participation of the guardiapsiind curatorship authority.

335. Article 109 of the Code covers children leftheut parental care (see also the
information under Article 20 in the Report, paras-63, 77—-78, 120, 419 and 445.3).

336. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On sociabtection of children left without

parental care” was adopted in 2002, which covefiglireim left without parental care and
persons under the age of 23 equivalent to thenprbyiding for the legal regulation and
guarantees for their social protection.

Article 23
Children with disabilities

337. Eight thousand two hundred and seventy fouldmh with disabilities are

registered in the Republic of Armenia, which mal&® of persons with disabilities
registered in the Republic of Armenia. 2,543 ofnthare females. The number of children
with disabilities by age and gender is as follows:

(&8 From 0 to 6 year of age — 1,698, of which 498dkes;
(b)  From 7 to 13 year of age — 3,621, of which 1,fethales;
(c) From 14 to 16 year of age — 2,019, of which &88ales;
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(d) From 17 to 18 year of age — 936, of which 266dkes.

338. Neurological diseases are in the first placeragrthe diseases causing disability of
children under the age of eighteen — 2,531 chitdren

(@) Mental diseases are in the second place — tid#tifen;
(b)  Congenital anomalies are in the third place31Q children.

339. The number of children with disabilities byedises is presented below:

No. Disease Total Of which females
1. Contagious and parasitical diseases 125 41
2. Neoplastic diseases 360 128
3. Separate disorders of haematopoietic glands 86 22
4. Endocrine system diseases, nutritional and métabo

disorders 487 192
5. Mental diseases and behavioural disorders 1347 399
6. Neurological diseases 2531 778
7. Eye and assist device diseases 563 135
8. Eye and papillary process diseases 458 173
9. Blood circulation system diseases 52 14
10. Respiratory organs diseases 131 17
11. Digestive organs diseases 60 14
12. Dermatosis and hypoderm diseases 31 5
13. Musculodermic system and conjunctive tissuesadiss 256 75
14. Urogenital system diseases 140 26
15. Congenital anomalies, morphological disorders 1310 465

340. The distribution of children with disabilitiey place of residence is as follows:
(@  Urban dwellers — 5,285 children with disabikti®f which 1,662 are female;
(b)  Rural dwellers — 2,989, of which 881 are female.

341. Rights and social safeguards of persons wihhidlities, including children with
disabilities, rehabilitation process and other éssaf persons with disabilities are regulated
by the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On sociabfaction of persons with disabilities in
the Republic of Armenia”.

342. The procedure for determining disability isabtished by the Decision of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia No. 276-N2ofMarch 2006 “On approving the
procedure for carrying out medical and social eixpeamination”.

343. In accordance with the Decision of the Govemnad the Republic of Armenia No.
453-N of 12 April 2007 “On approving the procedufar provision of prosthesis
orthopaedic articles, rehabilitation technical atider accessories, and the terms for use of
prosthesis orthopaedic articles, rehabilitatiorhiézal and other accessories as well as on
repealing the Decision of the Government of the URép of Armenia No. 1780-N of 24
December 2003”, children with disabilities have thght to receive the above-mentioned
articles free of charge.

344. Children with disabilities have the right alsm receive free of charge medical
assistance as well as medicine.
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345. Pension is defined for children with disalektiin the amount of 140% of the basic
pension.

346. In accordance with the laws of the RepubliAohenia “On education” and “On
education of persons with special educational riedluls education of children with special
educational needs may, at parents’ choice, be mmgaéed both in general education as
well as in specialised institutions through spepralgrammes.

347. The concept paper on inclusive education wagsogpd by the protocol decision
No. 20 in the sitting of 25 May 2005 of the Goveemhof the Republic of Armenia, which
is aimed at identifying the main provisions of Speeducation reforms and organisation of
education in general education schools for childvégh special educational needs.

348. The education of children with mental and ptaisdevelopment problems in the

Republic of Armenia is currently organised in ard82 general education institutions as
well as in special educational institutions forldreén with mental retardation, with visual,

hearing, behavioural and emotional and volitioryvall as deep speech disorders.

349. Children under the age of 18 are classifiethénbenefit scheme among those with
high points of insecurity. Thereby the probabilitgr families having a child with
disabilities to receive a benefit is quite high.

350. As of July 2009, 3,173 families are registeiredhe Republic of Armenia, which
have a child with disabilities among them.

Age and gender distribution of the number of registred persons with disabilities,
2004-2008 end of the year

(people)
Total Of which women
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Number of persons with disabil-
ities 135716 141248 148656 158 758 1709504 146 57822 62542 68004 75054
Of which for an indefinite period 90 417 92111 95975 100350 106 2085779 37192 39411 41567 44424
Under 18 years of age 7870 8304 8449 8690 87062419 2593 2615 3056 2669
From 18 to 40 years of age 23551 24403 24755 25112 268606 878 7 060 7 223 7 530 8 145
Of which for an indefinite period 11857 12721 13826 15326 165653595 3774 4008 4350 4601
From 40 to pension age 51429 57340 63601 72274 8349423202 26765 30079 33618 39334
Of which for an indefinite period 25694 28189 30298 32342 377440537 12014 12778 13417 14917
Of retirement age and higher 52866 51201 51851 52682 518921647 21404 22625 23800 24906
Of which for an indefinite period 52 866 51201 51851 52682 5189®1647 21404 22625 23800 24906

Age and gender distribution of the number of registred rural dwelling persons with

disabilities, 2004-2008 end of the year

(people)

Total Of which women
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Number of persons with disabil-
ities 97 797 101290 106 694 114904 1226391082 43601 47062 51077 56251
Of which for an indefinite period 67 029 68073 71191 74112 789528058 29005 30790 32337 34686
Under 18 years of age 5084 5346 5359 5829 55231561 1689 1687 2158 1735
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Total Of which women
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
From 18 to 40 years of age 15231 15866 16033 16241 176224635 4766 4805 5010 5473
Of which for an indefinite period 7 957 8 597 9282 10175 110722521 2 656 2787 2 996 3200
From 40 to pension age 37144 41014 45239 52008 588017257 19775 22087 24489 28589
Of which for an indefinite period 18 734 20412 21846 23111 271947 908 8978 9520 9921 11032
Of retirement age and higher 40338 39064 40063 40826 406937629 17371 18483 19420 20454
Of which for an indefinite period 40 338 39064 40063 40826 406937629 17371 18483 19420 20454
Gender distribution of the number of registered pesons with disabilities, by Marzes
of the Republic of Armenia and Yerevan city, 2004208 end of the year
(people)
Total Of which women
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Yerevan 49 045 49692 52508 55 367 59 967 20 380 21 222 22932 24158 26 929
Aragatsotn 5088 5931 6359 6 955 7483 1865 2251 2517 2874 3176
Ararat 9170 10393 11075 12 283 13484 3610 4204 4 658 5354 5958
Armavir 8 493 8962 9414 10086 10808 2914 3143 3399 3734 4140
Gegharkunik 9 595 10571 11181 12 266 13187 3555 4029 4 437 5035 5529
Lori 14536 15188 15604 16 388 17 327 5959 6371 6 660 7123 7710
Kotayk 7 057 8066 8587 9 636 10629 2786 3223 3518 4 046 4514
Shirak 11780 12928 13990 14 965 16 272 4554 5160 5 756 6 454 7 246
Syunik 8477 8804 9103 9529 9951 3556 3764 3989 4 245 4 488
Vayots Dzor 3166 3177 3256 3411 3651 1368 1408 1487 1578 1721
Tavush 9 309 7536 7579 7872 8191 3599 3047 3189 3403 3643
Total 135716 141248 148656 158 758 170 950 54 146 57 82@2 542 68 004 75 054
Article 24
Health and health services
1. Health care
351. The right of children to health care is guagadtby the Constitution and laws of the
Republic of Armenia, as well as by a number ofrima¢ional instruments.
352. Article 48 of the Constitution of the Repubd€ Armenia has prioritised family,
maternity and childhood protection and patronagerayst the main issues of the State in
the economic, social and cultural spheres. Theegssu health and development of children
are reflected in a number of laws: the Law of thepblic of Armenia “On medical
assistance and services to the population”, the dathe Republic of Armenia “On the
rights of the child”, the Law of the Republic of ®enia “On human reproductive health
and reproductive rights” (2002), the Law of the R of Armenia “On prevention of
disease caused by human immunodeficiency virus9{}9the Law of the Republic of
Armenia “On psychiatric assistance” (2004), the Lafvthe Republic of Armenia “On
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances” (2002)Law of the Republic of Armenia
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“On advertising” (1998) which prohibits the adveetinent and free of charge distribution
of artificial powdered milk.

(8 The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On human rogfuctive health and
reproductive rights” (2002) defines the conceptaafolescent” as a medical and biological
(physiological) concept, which includes 10-18 ageug and characterises the transition
period from childhood to adulthood. According tésthaw, adolescents have the right to be
aware of issues on sexual and reproductive hetalthave an access to available and full
medical counselling and medical assistance in fgivand confidential conditions. A
separate Article of the Law provides for certairfiddons on artificial termination of
pregnancy (abortion);

(b) The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On restritts on the sale,
consumption and use of tobacco” was adopted in 2@Mdch prescribes a number of
provisions for the protection of children under thge of 18 from tobacco smoke; for
example, in accordance with this Law, the salebétco to children, as well as smoking in
a number of educational, children’s and health @sttutions is forbidden. With a view to
amending the legislative framework in order to effeely implement the provisions of this
Law, a package of amendments and supplements uimaar of laws was adopted by the
National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia in 200

353. A number of national strategies and programhze® also been adopted on heath
issues of children.

(a) Decision of the Government of the Republic ofn&nia No. 1000-N of 8
August 2003 “On approving the mother and child tiealre 2003-2015 strategy” defines
the objectives aimed at improving the health of wanand children and reducing infant
and maternal mortality rate, as well as the maiagies for achieving these goals;

(b)  Decision of the Government of the Republic ofm&nia No. 1745-N of 18
December 2003 “On approving the 2004—2015 Natiéttagramme for the Protection of
the rights of the child in the Republic of Armenigfivisages to implement the international
commitments assumed with regard to children;

(c) The National Programme on combating HIV/AIDS tine Republic of
Armenia (2007) aims at effectively combating HIVDX epidemic during 2007-2011,
including prevention of HIV among the most vulndeabdolescents and young people of
10-19 age group;

(d) The National Programme on improvement of repctive health (2007)
approved the development concept, strategies,dbtebf actions and the deadlines for the
implementation thereof in the field of reproducthesalth of population during 2007-2015;

(e)  The National Programme on Immuno-Prophylaxi®98)dn the Republic of
Armenia aims at reducing — through vaccination —tlé rate of morbidity from
manageable contagious diseases, preventing mgriadit a consequence thereof, and
ensuring the immunity of the population againsttagious diseases;

)] The concept paper of the Ministry of Health bétRepublic of Armenia “On
adolescent/youth friendly health care services”08)0defined the priorities of health,
development and protection related issues of adets and youth and set an objective to
establish adolescent/youth friendly health careises;

() The Tobacco Control State Programme 2005-2009€ agmpted upon the
Decision of the Government of the Republic of AriaeNo. 1630 of 22 September 2005
“On approving the Tobacco Control State Programmnu tae list of priority measures in
the field of tobacco control”;
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(h)  The National Strategy for Child and Adolesceetth and Development and
the Action Plan 2009-2015, which was approved &y Government of the Republic of
Armenia in September 2009.

354. The provision of medical assistance and sesvigighin the framework of basic
benefit package includes:

(@  Primary health care (children from 0 to 18 afjge@r under the Programme);
(b)  Under the in-patient assistance programme:
0] Children from 0 to 7 year of age;

(i)  Children from 0O to 18 year of age involved incgally insecure groups and
suffering from certain diseases;

(iii)  Implementation of preventive/screening progrags, including pre-natal and
post-natal screening.

Mortality rates of children under the age of 5

Ratio (per 1,000 live births)

Girls Boys
2007 10.3 141
2008 10.5 13.5
Maternal mortality rates, 2007—2008
(ratio per 100,000 live births)

Urban area Rural area Total

2007 20 7 15
2008 42 33 39

2. Arrangement of medical services

355. Child health care in Armenia is currently aadriout through primary health care
and in-patient facilities.

356. The primary level includes 467 medical fa@htirendering out-patient polyclinic
services and 638 rural obstetric services operatifgmenia. A district doctor performing
medical functions (family doctor) performs genesatveillance of a healthy child through
evaluation of child growth and development; examiimaof pre-conscription age children,
organisation of laboratory and instrumental diagicosxaminations and, if appropriate,
treatment; evaluation of physical development andbepty of girls aged 15-18;
arrangement of referral of a child to specialisestifutions; and other functions. Medical
assistance and services for adolescents (from 1B jeear of age) are also carried out by a
district paediatrician or a family doctor or an Edeent paediatrician attending the child,
including provision of adolescent friendly medisarvices.

357. Out-patient services in the second level awviged by relevant specialists in
currently operating polyclinics, or, in some cadag,practitioners of in-patient facilities.

In-patient services in the secondary level are igex in community in-patient clinics

(former central regional hospitals), as well ashiose of Yerevan, Gyumri, and Vanadzor.
The services in the tertiary level are centralisederevan’s in-patient clinics.
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358. Specialised assistance is rendered to chiléden by a number of services:
psychiatric, anti-tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS preventi®epublican Centre.

359. The network of dispensary services for patiemith chronic diseases is being
developed in recent years. These are centralisédyma in-patient clinics of Yerevan and

include a number of diseases such as chronic aijmesumatologic disease, neurological
disorders, gastroenterological, urological diseasts

360. Since primary health care is still a prioritythe sphere of health care, starting from
2006 the whole population was covered by theserpromes irrespective of age and social
status (except for dentistry services, which i fof charge only for those involved in
socially insecure groups of population and for digh under the age of 8), as a result of
which the average annual number of visits of p#dieper resident to out-patient
establishments increased in 2007 amounting to8cdmpared to 2.0 in 2003.

361. However, the level of use of health care sesjion the whole, is still low in both
institutions providing out-patient polyclinic seceis as well as in institutions providing in-
patient services, and relevant indicators are tlinees smaller than the average indicators
of CIS and new EU member States.

362. Independence of Armenia, war, blockade, diffies and flaws in economic reforms
followed by the decrease in allocations in the jubphere and deterioration of social-
economic situation of population resulted in thedency of growth of infant mortality rate
registered at the beginning of 1990s. Though, enwthole, the infant mortality rate has not
increased during the crisis period in Armenia amdthe contrary, it has decreased in the
period between 1990 and 2005 by around 30%. Althotlg decline trends of infant
mortality rate have decreased in the years follgwinremains favourable in comparison to
the average indicator of CIS countries. The givemd is confirmed not only by official
statistics but also by independent observationsintérnational organisations. This
phenomenon has a number of explanations: partigulile dominant attention towards
children in Armenian families.

363. Itis also due to the circumstance that stheebeginning of 1990s the Ministry of
Health initiated re-consideration measures for mothnd child health care related
problems, evaluation of needs, as well as elalmrand implementation of a number of
target programmes. They were particularly targeéédenhancing immunoprophylaxis
measures for children, combating acute respiratisgases and digreas, encouraging

breastfeeding, early detection of disorders in radrgrowth and development of a child,
etc. The cornerstone of the mentioned programmes emaphasising and specifying the
role of the primary level of health care, as well active introduction of contemporary
medical approaches. The elaboration and continiopementation of these programmes
became possible due to the efforts of internationedanisations, particularly, the

establishment of effective co-operation with the @End UN Children’s Fund. One of the
pledges of success was also upholding the actfityertain structures inherited from the
soviet period and updating their activity.

364. In the last decade, starting from 1998, thddddm’'s health care system has
undergone a series of considerable changes. They wenditioned by the following
developments: reforms in the field of primary hlealare, including the introduction of the
family health care system, integration of childeerpoliclinics with those for adults,
changes in children’s in-patient services, theusidn of a part of them in “health care
pyramids”, the trends of reduction of the numberbefls in children’s departments at
certain hospitals, as well as impoverishment ifthezare staff and facilities.

365. The mentioned changes have had a considertibtd epon the child health care
system at the regional level, by reducing theiedif/eness. In parallel to that, reforms
continued to be implemented in the child healtte cggctor. Among them is, for example,

65



CRC/C/ARM/3-4

the establishment of the Institute of Child and lkdoent Health based on “Arabkir”
Medical Complex (the former Children’s Republicahinical Hospital was a part of it),
which undertook the organisational-methodologiazivity as well as implementation of
new programmes in the sector.

366. The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Arni@nin co-operation with the UN

Children’s Fund, has elaborated and approved thecepi on early detection of
development disorders with children and early weation, which enabled to approve a
new model for child development and rehabilitatiservices, particularly through

establishing regional and community centres. Newbscreening projects have been
initiated. The works for introduction of target grammes are ongoing, particularly,
introduction of integrated management of childhdlbtess strategy, immunoprophylaxis
programme, breastfeeding encouragement programdhether.

367. In accordance with the approaches adopteceisdkiiet period, the ophthalmologic
aid at the primary level in most cases was provigdedeneral paediatricians. Besides, there
were also children’s hospitals, resort centresayé number of paediatricians and other
paediatric niche specialists were needed for pmgidhe operation of this system. They
were graduates of the Paediatric Department (opénetio59) of the Yerevan State
Medical Institute. More than 2,000 paediatriciares@working in the health care system of
the country at the beginning of 1990s. Staff cagaairespective of implicit blanks in the
operation of the system, played a pivotal roleha teduction of infant mortality rate in
Armenia in 1970-1990.

368. Based on the need of introducing internati@pgdroaches in the higher education
system, in 1999 the Paediatric Department of YereéState Medical University was closed
in 1999, and in 2004 there were the last paedigtaduates from the University. Besides,
in the transition period, at the end of 1990s amtbte 2004, the paediatric department
alumni, following the changes taking place in tlealth care system, have mainly left the
child health care sector. Since 1990s the numbegraetiiatric specialists operating in the
system has gradually decreased. In 2006 the totaber of paediatricians in Armenia

amounted to 1,236 physicians, 780 of which workimghe field of primary health care.

This reduction was conditioned by the closure &f plaediatric faculty as well as by the
introduction of family health care system which vielfowed by transition of performance

of functions of management of children from paedi&ns to family doctors at the primary

level.

369. The majority of paediatricians operating at phenary level has been trained as
family doctors or are currently passing trainingises. The number of paediatricians in the
coming years is supposed to become even less. Bearyin the last decade only a few
students entered the clinical studies with thegssibn of “Pediatry”. As a result, there is a
tendency of continuous aging of the staff and atalge of young staff, which is peculiar

not only to Marzes but now also to Yerevan. Thé& laicknowledge on paediatric diseases
with “aged” niche specialists — neurologists, thgrepecialists, EENT specialists, and
psychiatrists providing services to children in ks is a special issue.

370. Paediatricians are currently prepared from antba graduates of general medicine
department, through clinical studies during threarg. The curriculum of general medicine
and stomatology departments of Russia underlies cingiculum on the subject of
“Pediatry” of the general medicine department, whsrin Russia as well as in a number of
CIS countries there still operate paediatric depants, and provision of medical assistance
to children is mainly the preserve of the gradu&im® paediatric departments.

371. The establishment of the two-cycle system iteme years provided for by the
Bologna Declaration and ratified by Armenia calty the development of new and
balanced approaches in the paediatric sphere &s wel
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3. Demographic indicators

372. The representation of the demographic situaifdhe population of the Republic of
Armenia has undergone certain changes in recems,yadnich, in its turn, affected the
health care sector.

(@ The number of the population and its age andigeromposition

(8 The number of the population as of beginning@d8 amounted to 3,238,400
people, 64% of which live in urban areas, where@% 3n rural areas. 48.3% of the
population of the country were male, whereas 5lvire female. The low childbirth rates
as well as the relatively high Armenia specificiaador of the average life expectancy of
both males and females have considerably contdbiatehe change in age composition of
the population of Armenia in the period from 196®007;

(b) At the beginning of 2007, 0-15 age group mad&®lof the population of
Armenia, people of working age made 65.8%, and leeop retirement age (63+/60+)
made 12.5%. In fact, 521 children and pensiondrpéa 1,000 persons of working age. As
compared to 1990, the number of children has cersidy decreased and the number of
persons of the age higher than the working agecbasiderably increased (32.2%, 58.7%,
and 9.1% respectively);

(c)  Around 30% are children (0-18 age group) in tittal composition of the
population; 0-1 age group makes 1.2%; 0-5 age gnaaiges 5.5% (the same indicator
amounted to 11% in 1990). In fact, the share ofdobih of the age of early childhood
became twice as less in the total number of thailatipn. According to the generalised
survey of the National Statistical Service of thepRblic of Armenia of life conditions of
households in 2004 and 2006, the share of househdtti no children has increased in
2006. 50.3% of households do not have a child utideage of 16 (as compared to 45.3%
in 2004). Each 5th family (20.3%) has one childd anound the same number of families
(21.4%) have two children;

(d) In connection with positive trends in social-eomic development of the
country, reduction in emigration, repatriation ohgparatively young families and trends in
increase of childbirth rate, it is foreseen that thipe of the population in Armenia will
switch in the nearest future from regressive toragrent, then again to progressive.

(b)  Birth, mortality and natural growth

(& In accordance with the officially published datathe National Statistical
Service, as compared to 2007 the number of newbegistered in Armenia in 2008
increased by around 3% amounting to 41,238 (40jh02007). However, the natural
growth per 1,000 people in 1990-2001 has decre@getimes (1990 — 16.3; 2001 — 2.5),
and the birth rate has decreased by more than {AR@0 — 22.5; 2001 — 10.0). Despite
these negative trends, as compared to many ClSresjrthe positive balance of natural
growth maintained in challenging years of crisifAitmenia, and the indicator has shown a
tendency for stable growth in the last five ye@@0{1 — 2.1; 2008 — 4.2);
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Relative indicators of birth, death and natural growth per 1,000 people, 1990-2008
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(b)  Thus, though in the last five years there isdain growth in the childbirth
rate, generally, in the period from 1990 to 2008 ttumber of newborn registered in
Armenia has decreased for about twice (1990 — 29,3808 — 41,238);

(c)  The reproductive behaviour of the population bs® changed (a tendency
for having small number of children in family); thetal fertility rate has considerably
decreased (TFR — the average number of childrerepeln woman of reproductive age)
making 2.6 in 1990; 1.8 in 1995; and 1.3 in 2000reover, the percentage of decrease of
this indicator within rural population exceeds ttespective indicator in urban areas.
However, it is worth mentioning, that such a lowatdertility rate of 2,000 does not fully
reflect to reality, which is explained by the difece in the actual and official number of
the population. Upon census 2001 and the adjustofethe number of the population, the
values of these indicators reflect a picture mdosecto reality, according to which, TFR
demonstrated some tendency for increase after 200@unting to 1.21 in 2002, and to 1.4
in 2007). Another indicator characterising the oguctive behaviour, i.e., the average age
at first marriage has also shown a negative tendenthe last 15 years. It increased both in
case of male (in 1990 — 25.5; in 2006 — 28.2), fandhle (in 1990 — 22.3; in 2006 — 24.1).
In the light of such a negative background of deraphic indicators, the issues relating to
child health care and decrease in infant mortaditg are becoming more crucial.

The average life expectancy at birth

373. (a) In the last 15 years the average life egmey in Armenia varied between 70
and 73 (in 1990/1991 — 70.4; in 2006/2007 — 73#reover, in 1990-2006 it increased by
around three years mainly at the account of protantife span of female. This difference
in gender indicator is partially explained by albgical factor: the number of boys born is
more than that of girls, but women live longer tmaen. Though the level of that difference
is mainly dependant also upon the overall levadafntry’s social-economic welfare.

Immunoprophylaxis National Programme

374. The child disease with manageable infectidmsnks to the “Immunoprophylaxis”
National Programme being implemented in Armenizesith994, remains favourable. The
following are defined within this Programme as @drdiseases: diphtheria, stupor, pertusis,
poliomyelitis, measles, tuberculosis, smallpox, aegatitis B. The latter was involved in
the national calendar since 1999. In 2002 a trivaRubella, Measles Smallpox immuniser
was introduced, and since September 2009 quintatvasecine with HIB component was
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introduced, which, in addition to the above-mengidnalso protects from the diseases
caused by haemophilus influenzae.

375. One of the successes acquired within the frammewf this Programme is the total
elimination of poliomyelitis, in connection with Wi in 2002 Armenia, together with
other countries of the European region, has besifieg by the World Health Organisation
as a “polio-free zone”. As can be seen from thewejiven Table, following 2003, no
cases of poliomyelitis and diphtheria were regeden the country.

Child disease with manageable infections, 1990-2004
(per 100,000 people)
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376. Immunoprophylaxis activities are currently lgeimplemented in the Republic of
Armenia in accordance with the Decision of the Gowgent of the Republic of Armenia
No. 2119-N of 9 November 2005 “On Approving the lomoprophylaxis National
Programme in the Republic of Armenia, the list ofmunoprophylaxis measures, the
composition of the republican commission co-ordimathe immunoprophylaxis activities,
and the immunisation national calendar” which isgésed at reducing manageable
contagious diseases, preventing cases of deathrfranageable contagious diseases, and
ensuring immunity of population against contagidisgeases.

377. Immunoprophylaxis services are available amgsgible to all groups of population
in the Republic of Armenia, which is proved by tlesults of sample survey of involvement
in immunisation, conducted by international orgatims in 2006, and by the results of
management evaluation of the Immunoprophylaxis dvali Programme. The level of
involvement in the immunisation of target age girpArmenia is over 90%.

378. However, the level of timely and full involventeof target age groups in the
immunisation is still low.

379. For surveillance of measles, Rubella, and gwoell “National Programme on
elimination of measles and Rubella, surveillanceméllpox, and prevention of congenital
Rubella syndrome (CRS) in the Republic of Armenieds approved by the Protocol
Decision of the Government of the Republic of ArmaeNo .25 of 28 June 2007. The
introduction of combined immunisation of measledb&la-smallpox in the national
immunisation calendar in 2002 and the consistencthé latter's implementation, 96 per
cent involvement in the immunisation amongst 6-@& group in October 2007, as well as
the ensurance of involvement of more than 90 pett @dth women of fertile age in
immunisation against Rubella give the country aceetional opportunity not only to
eliminate the local cases of measles and Rubellaalso to efficiently prevent the
congenital Rubella syndrome. The further policy elirsions of this sphere are reflected in
the above-mentioned strategy papers.
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380. In fact, though the implementation of measwunéthin the framework of the
Programme ensured the acquisition of high level;edlvement in immunisation in the
country and yet permissible low indicators of mdity with target diseases defined within
the scope of the Programme, further maintenandhisfsuccesses is susceptible, unless
urgent measures are undertaken for the improveaiéhe situation.

5.  Acquisition of vaccines

381. AMD 150.0 min allocations were envisaged tontsde from the State Budget in
2009 under the Immunoprophylaxis National Progranasi€ompared to AMD 120.0 min
in 2008, or there was a 25.0 per cent increase. BB& (tuberculosis) vaccine was
acquired within the scope of the Programme in theunt of AMD 5.0 min; for hepatitis B
— AMD 20.0 min; for diphtheria, stupor, and peruse&AMD 35.0 min; for diphtheria and
stupor — AMD 20.0 min; for poliomyelitis — AMD 18.tnin; for measles, Rubella, and
smallpox — AMD 40.5 min; also, syringes — AMD 8.Mnrincineration boxes — AMD 3.5
min; and other expenses.

6. Morbidity

382. Within the period from 1990-2007, some posititends were registered in the
health care of children aged 0-5; the child motpitias been reduced by about 1/3; the
indicator of breastfeeding increased three timad; the situation is favourable in terms of
child infections: only a few cases of diphtheriadndeen registered in the last years, and in
2002 Armenia was certified by the WHO as a “polieef zone”. In 2007 Armenia was
recognised by international expert assessment@siatry which has solved the “iodine
deficiency” public health issue through salt ungadriodification. Considerable efforts
have been introduced for preventing mother-to-child transition. And all this thanks to
target programmes implemented within the scope rmErmational co-operation —
“Immunoprophylaxis”, “Integrated child disease mgament’, “Safe maternity”,
“Breastfeeding encouragement”, “Combating iodindiciency”, “HIV prevention with
children”, etc. The latter were mainly targetedtlae settlement of problems in early
childhood period and were implemented within trerfework of co-operation between the
government, international organisations and cigatisty (UN Children’s Fund, World
Health Organisation, UN Population Fund, United t&taAgency for International
Development, other international and non-governalemganisations).

383. There is an increase in the rate of morbiditycldldren from diseases, such as
cancer, tuberculosis, neurological system diseasespther.

384. Diarrhoea and respiratory diseases are deamtsgl dne of the main causes of child
morbidity and mortality. The level of child morbigiand mother's awareness in case of
these diseases was estimated in 2005 during themianDemographic and Health Survey,
according to which 8 per cent of children had acespiratory diseases, and 17 per cent
had diarrhoea. 16 per cent of children had fevehak been clarified that the less the
educational level of the mother, the higher is therbidity of a child. Nearly all the
mothers have, before referring to a medical pliaogtr, started the treatment of their
children on their own and often through use oftaatics. Only 1/4 of such children have
further received assistance by a practitioner. Meee, mothers with higher educational
level have referred to practitioners four times enthhan those with primary/secondary
education.

385. The introduction of integrated child diseaseaggement strategy is targeted at child
morbidity reduction, which is a joint WHO/UNICEFrategy and thanks to which the
decrease of child disability and mortality, as wa#l improvement of child growth and
development is possible. It is deemed to be anoougcof development of the international
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practice accumulated in that field and relies upotemporary achievements of medicine
and empirical medicine.

386. The introduction of the integrated child digeasanagement strategy in Armenia
started as a pilot programme in 2001, and, upomsanisation of results, it was approved
as a national programme in 2003. Since 2004, theoduoction of the community
component of the integrated child disease managemeategy was initiated. The
integrated child disease management strategyrisdinted in Armenia through the support
of WHO/UNICEF and co-operation with other interoatl organisations. Within the
scope of the Programme on strategy of integratédd disease management, around 2,000
health practitioners from the system of primaryltheeare have passed training courses.

387. In 2005, an estimation of child in-patient $s#g was implemented with a view to
introducing an in-patient component of the strategl integrated child disease
management. In 2006-2007, the WHO booklet on Aeearent of child’s hospital
assistance was localised and translated. In 2088ptbcess of training of in-patient
physicians was initiated.

388. There is no accurate statistics on chronic adise in Armenia. However, in

accordance with the official data, the morbiditydigators of children suffering from

various chronic diseases are increasing; the notabidity rate of diabetes of children aged
0-14 amounted to 220 as of data 2005 (32.3/100@0ehild population aged 0-14), and
to 273 as of data 2007 (43.7/100,000 per child [atjmn aged 0-14). The disease with
neoplasias with children aged 0-14 in 2005 amounte®64 (53.5/100,000 per child

population), in 2007 amounted to 723 (115.8/100,080child population); diseases with
hyperpiesia in 2005 amounted to 49 (7.2/100,000chiéd population), in 2007 amounted
to 86 (13.8/100,000 per child populatihn

389. The number of children aged 0-14 under oueptsurveillance amounts to 52,514
or 7,902.8/100,000 per child population (Statidtialletin 2005).

390. During the last decade a number of measures lben undertaken by the Ministry
of Health of the Republic of Armenia with a view ftesolving issues relating to chronic
diseases. The issues relating to management ohichcbild diseases, epilepsy, diabetes
and a number of other diseases began to be redulatéch, to some extent, are covered
by the basic benefit package. New models of longital continuing and out-patient
management of patients are being introduced bybkiraMedical Complex & Institute of
Child and Adolescent Health. There are currentlgcgdised child out-patient centres in
Armenia; particularly, centres for chronic diseasespileptology, surdology,
gastroenterology and hepatology, endocrinologyhr@pgy, urine surgery, rheumatology,
allergology and bronchial asthma, as well as figstic disease of pancreas; establishment
of a children’s dermatological dispensary centrglégined as well.

391. Children registered in the mentioned centres waithin the scope of the basic

benefit package, provided with necessary examinatand counselling; in case of certain
diseases they are also provided with medicine alrtat the expense of the State Budget
and partially at the support of a number of chatédunds.

392. According to the data of specialised dispensangres, the number of children with
chronic diseases under dispensary surveillance ammda 1,575; the number of children
with bronchial asthma and other allergological dgss amounts to 387; the number of
children with gastroenterological and liver diseaaenounts to 1,015; and the number of
children with rheumatologic problems amounts to 94.

2 Info-Analytical Republican Centre of the Nationaltlhge of Health of the Ministry
of Health of the Republic of Armenia, StatisticallBtin, 2007.
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7. HIVIAIDS

393. From 1988 to 1 December 2009, 808 cases ofikfB¢tion have been registered in
the Republic of Armenia among the citizens of thepblic of Armenia, of which 137
cases were reported during 2009. Among HIV-posifieeple, males prevail, comprising
590 people (73%), and 218 cases (27%) of infediiave been recorded among women.
Among children, 16 cases (2%) of HIV infection hdeen recorded. These children have
mainly acquired the virus from their HIV-infectedothers during pregnancy. Since the
beginning of the AIDS epidemics, 33 women and 4dcéin have died. As of 2007, the age
group 10-24 years made approximately 2% (10 people)

394. Since 2006, mass HIV testing of pregnant woredreing carried out in Armenia,
and in case of detection of infectious cases, cerphcluding preventive antiretroviral
treatment is delivered. As a result, significantcass has been made in this field. In 2007
almost 80% of pregnant women underwent voluntarynselling and testing; as of 1
August 2009, transmission of the virus was prewerite 13 children from among those
born to 25 HIV-infected mothers (HIV status of 1flldren is still under clarification).

395. The main trends of the national strategy towgpdevention of mother-to-child
transmission of HIV are reflected in the 2007-2Mational Programme on combating
HIV/AIDS, and the practices for arranging treatmantl nutrition for infants born to HIV-
infected mothers are clarified through nationaldglines based thereon. Pursuant to the
national strategy, the State is obliged to proxadeh children with infant formula. Taking
into account the low prevalence of HIV and the loumber of children with HIV status,
such solution of the problem is completely reatiir Armenia.

8.  Sexually transmitted infections

396. Most gynaecological pathologies are conditiobgdexually transmitted infections
which increase the indicators of maternal and infaorbidity and mortality. Dramatic
raise in the indicator of the prevalence of sexn#dctions recorded in a humber of CIS
countries has not been observed in Armenia yettHeuhumber of syphilis and gonorrhoea
cases has increased in the last years. Syphilibidityr rate for men and women has been
recorded as 4.3 per 100,000 population, and in shgenorrhoea it has amounted to 24.3
for men and 7.7 per 100,000 women.

397. Reports of the Ministry of Health of the Repaldf Armenia record increase in
sexual infections, in particular, among young peapid adolescents.

9. Child and adolescent health and the environment

398. At present, Armenia is in transition period dades urgent environmental issues
which, in their turn, affect children’s health cdtiwh. Child body, as compared to that of
adults, is more vulnerable to adverse effect of enams and various environmental factors.
It is conditioned by the fact that environmentadtfas affect children’s health in the period
of growth, development and formation of their bahd in the future — during the adult

life of today’s children — as a result of the acauated pollution. Environmental factors

affect the health of all children, but their infhae is greater on the health of children of
vulnerable groups.

399. Issues relating to the organisation of edunagpimcess for children still need to be
settled. Facility conditions for pre-primary eduocat and educational institutions are
insufficient: appropriate buildings are not availain 46% of the communities. In
considerable number of institutions there is naregror local heating system, and heating
is carried out by means of electric and other hisatéherefore, only certain spaces (school
and kindergarten classrooms) of buildings are lieatel the temperature in other spaces
(bedrooms, toilets) is below the normal room terapee. Availability of safe running
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water and the sanitary conditions necessary foervbsce of proper personal hygiene also
constitute a problem. Most of the schools do nawidle all the necessary conditions for
physical education of students. Deterioration ialtieand functional condition of students
is conditioned by their insufficient physical adtyvas well.

400. Adverse effect of the environment on childrémgilth results in certain changes in
the indicators of their health condition, which aepported by the data from annual

medical examinations. For example, continuous dserein visual acuity is observed

among children of different age. Of the total, 16%3 year old children suffer such visual

problem; among 7 year old children, the indicatmoants to 28%; and among 14 year old
students, it reaches up to 45%. Such progressiasoél impairment may be the result of

the incompliance of children’s furniture and texiels to sanitary norms and rules, as well
as of negligence of established hygiene requiresnéuating the study process. The same
pattern of disorders is also recorded with regardhe detection of posture faults. To

summarise, this tendency is supported by the Fatt15% of children diagnosed as a result
of annual medical examinations at the primary léazale been included in the first group of

health, and the other 25% are children sufferiognffunctional disorders, chronic diseases,
and children at the decompensated stage of a disk@sease is observed in the number of
children at the age of 7 to 14 suffering from iniegs diseases, diseases of digestive
organs and of nervous system, allergic diseaseselisas from rheumatism, vegetative

dystonia, and neuroses. The structure and prewaleftinctional disorders and of chronic

diseases diagnosed in children during regular naé@ikaminations are also indicative of

the trend of deterioration of the health conditadrchildren as a result of the influence of

the environment, and, in particular, of the edwsadl process; they are indicative also of
the necessity for enhancing preventive measurescaahpreventing this trend.

401. Considerable work is carried out with this rega Armenia. Problems relate to the
jurisdiction of various agencies. Decisions of fbarth European Ministerial Conference
on Health and Environment called “Future for ouildrien” held within the framework of
the process “Environment and health” held in Budajre 2004, as well as the Ministerial
Declaration on Environment and Health, and actiand approaches consonant to the
European Action Plan on Environment and Health loifdEen are incorporated in different
legal acts, policy papers, national and internatioprogrammes. Among them are the
following: the Decision No. 1204-N of 1 August 202n the National Action Plan of the
Republic of Armenia in the field of environmentajdnene”; the Decision No. 593 of 20
May 2002 “On approving the complex project of capiepair and improvement of general
education schools of the Republic of Armenia”, whis s basis for calculation of the
resources as regards the provision of educatiostitutions with educational facilities and
the necessity for their capital repair; the Decisido. 994-N of 8 August 2003 “On
approving the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper& fecision No. 1745-N of 18
December 2003 “On approving the 2004—2015 Natiéttagramme for the Protection of
the Rights of the Child in the Republic of Armeni#tie Decision of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia No. 878-N of 24 July 2008 “Oppaoving the Action Plan of the
Government of the Republic of Armenia for 2008-201Be Decision No. 738-N of 21
June 2007 “On approving the State Medium-Term Edjtere Programme of the Republic
of Armenia for 2008-2010"; the Millennium DevelopmeGoals; the school construction
projects; the Project for Urban Heating Supply lwiegard to schools) financed by the
World Bank and the United States Agency for Intéomal Development; “School
construction” programme of the Lincy Foundation.

Medical services rendered to pregnant women

402. Pre-natal care in the Republic of Armenia igried out by obstetrician-
gynaecologists, family physicians, obstetriciangl amrses. Around 93% of women in
Armenia receive professional assistance and camgrématal period. Such services are
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slightly more accessible in urban areas (96%), thanoral settlements (89%). The majority
of women make four or more pre-natal visits. Moshven make the first pre-natal visit in
the first trimester of pregnancy (Demographic aedltin survey [ADHS], 2005).

403. Taking into account the policy conducted by Ministry of Health of the Republic
of Armenia in the sector of obstetrical servicespasiderable increase in the State Budget
funds has been envisaged for 2008 and 2009 in eesgfeprices of medical assistance
relating to pregnancy and delivery, which will bengarily directed at increasing the
remuneration of health practitioners. Obstetricites certificate programme has been
introduced in the Republic of Armenia since 1 J2008, within the framework of which
raise in the quality and accessibility has beeonndsd.

404. Almost all women (97%) in Armenia give birthriredical institutions; 93% — under
the supervision of a physician, and around 4% uridersupervision of a nurse or an
obstetrician. Only 2% of women give birth at honas, compared to the 9% in 2000
(ADHS, 2005). The number of births in medical ihgibns has increased by 6% (from
91% in 2000 to 97% in 2005). The share of servietated to obstetrical services provided
by a physician or nurse/obstetrician has also abdnfn 2000, it amounted to 83% and
14% correspondingly.

405. The other indicator is the time of making tivstfpre-natal visit. In 2005, only
48.2% of pregnant women received pre-natal catkerfirst trimester of pregnancy, which
was almost twice less as compared to 85% of 199Aigiy of Health, 2006). Altogether
71% of pregnant women made four or more pre-nasés\(ADHS, 2005), but the scope of
services and information are insufficient.

406. During the last years, cases of sexual infastibave increased among pregnant
women (e.g., chlamydiosis, ureaplasmosis, cytono@gals, and genital herpes). In the
course of preghancy, examination of sexual infedtiis carried out only to detect syphilis,
gonorrhoea and trichomoniasis; however, due totdidhineans, pregnant women almost
never undergo examination to detect sexual infiesti

407. The repeated miscarriage rate constitutes P6--2éhich can be indicative of the

chronic nature of infections. Under conditions cameld with the growing rate of early

delivery (61.7 per 1,000 live births), only fourligeries of five occur on expected date (40
weeks). Pursuant to 2005 Report of the MinistrjHealth of the Republic of Armenia, the
indicator of newborn babies born underweight amednto 7.3% (including newborn

babies born with the weight of 500.0 grams). Insee# also observed in the rate of
congenital malformations.

Maternal morbidity and mortality

408. The maternal mortality rate in Armenia is comapigely lower than the average
rates in the region (31.8 per 100,000), but it edsethe average rates in the Central and
Eastern Europe (15.6 per 100,000) and is much hitjaa the rate recorded in the Western
Europe (8.8 per 100,000).

409. Data analysis as regards maternal mortality iratArmenia is carried out on the
basis of three years, as the population is legs Shanillion* The registered rate for 1996—
1998 per 100,000 live births was 30.5; for 1999-12@0wvas 43.3 per 100,000; in 2002—
2004 — 25 per 100,000; in 2005-2006 — 28 per 1Q0,80aternal mortality rates for 2007—
2008 vary considerably (rate reduction for morentha&ice), which serves as an evidence
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According to WHO recommendations.
Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia, 2006.
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for the above-mentioned in respect of the fact ithaiase of small population, annual rates
do not reflect the real trends and are not stediliyi accurate.

Maternal mortality rates for 2007 and 2008 (per 10@00 live births)

City Village Total
2007 20 7 15
2008 42 33 39

410. Main reasons for maternal mortality in Armemiege bleeding (22%); pregnancy
progressing with complications, especially with -pedamsia and eclamsia (15.6%);
artificial termination of pregnancy (12.5%); andeictions (9.4%).

411. For the last ten years, the rate of maternatality caused by artificial termination
of pregnancy varies between 10-20%. In 2005, tlezagye maternal mortality rate caused
by artificial termination of pregnancy amounteds#b.® This rate exceeds for several times
the average rate in developed countries, and glsaggests the possibility of reducing the
rate of maternal mortality caused by artificialni@mation of pregnancy.

12.  Nutrition of children and women

412. The Ministry of Health of the Republic of Arniarconsiders as one of its primary
tasks the improvement of baby and infant nutrifiwactices with a view to promoting the
best health and development of children, since garopitrition guarantees healthy growth
and development for each child.

413. The initiative for encouraging breastfeeding baen undertaken in Armenia still
since 1993. The programme approved by the Collegititihe Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Armenia in 1994 implied promotion ofebstfeeding encouragement and
assistance practices among health practitionerspanehts, as well as implementation of
fundamental structural-organisational changesetdbel of facilities providing obstetrical
services.

414. The progress of the programme is obvious. Tae wof children receiving
exclusively breastfeeding for four months (amongdecbn who have attained the age of
one) has increased more than three times, as cethpal993 (1994 — 20%; 2002 — 59%;
2005 — 72%; 2006 — 71%). However, it should be meet that growth rate for the years
following 2000 has considerably slowed down.

6 Ministry of Health of the Republic of Armenia, 2006.
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Breastfeeding rate pursuant to the data of the Mirstry of Health of the Republic of
Armenia

80 2 71
20 59 57 60

37

] 23 31

1988 1990 1992 1993 1994 1995 2000 2005 2006

415. Alternative survey data also support the faat tertain progress had been recorded
in this field till 2000. Thus, exclusive breastfaggirate in 1998 amounted to 20% instead
of 0.7% of 1994 and reached up to 45% in 2000 (ANERD00). Unfortunately, findings
of the same survey for 2005 indicate certain regrBarticularly, in 2005 the number of
infants weaned at the age of four months was tligher; the rate of infants under four
months receiving exclusive breastfeeding was Iof8&#o instead of 45 %), and only one-
third of infants under six months received excladiveastfeeding.

Anaemia among women and children by severity, ADHR2005

Percentage of children 6-59 months of age
and women of 15-49 years of age

m Children = \Women
19
3 1 1
- Any Mild Medium Severt

416. As regards the prevalence of anaemia and chroainutrition among children, the
situation needs improvement, as well. Pursuartigdihdings of the National Demographic
and Health Survey (ANDHS) carried out in 2000, thie of children under the age of five
suffering from anaemia constituted 24%; moreovke, tate of children suffering from
anaemia and living in rural settlements was twiigghér than the rate of children living in
urban areas (33% and 16% respectively).

417. Findings of the same survey carried out in 28@&sted that rates of anaemia did
not tend to improve; on the contrary, they had beeconsiderably higher both among
children and women, amounting to 37% and 25% resde. As distinct from 24% rate
registered in ANDHS-2000, pursuant to ANDHS-2008%30of children at the age of 6 to
59 months suffered some level of anaemia. It isthvonentioning that pursuant to the
findings of ANDHS-2005, prevalence of anaemia, bathong children and women, was
higher in families of the lowest level of prospgiit8%), but it was of more importance the
fact that anaemia prevalence was rather high atsang children from families with the
highest level of prosperity (32%).
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418. Child nutrition status in Armenia was also ased within the framework of
National Demographic and Health Surveys (ANDHS 2GoO@d 2005) conducted in
households in 2000 and 2005 at national level.

419. Findings of the survey for 2005 attested tt8¥6 Iof children under the age of five
were short (underdeveloped) (Z-Score -2); 3% wezgy \short (Z-Score -3); 5% were
malnourished, and 4% were underweight.

Child nutrition status, %
ANDHS-2005

Underdeveloped 10 3 13%«¢

Malnutrated ﬁ 504
Underweight - a A9%%
B Mid = Acute

420. Children living in rural settlements are fooand one third shorter than those living
in urban areas. The high average national rate Y136t the prevalence of
underdevelopment attests that it is a serious prolfbr the Republic of Armenia at the
level of population (exceeds the threshold of 10R6)s worth mentioning that the same
rate of 13% for underdevelopment has been preseagedompared to 2000, and the
underweight rate has increased almost twice. Algtudle underdevelopment rate did not
improve in 2005, and underweight and malnutritiates considerably grew.

421. As a mountainous country separated from océamsenia is a region of endemic
iodine deficiency. Within the framework of the pragime for fight against iodine

deficiency, significant work has been carried oithvthe support of the UN Children’s

Fund, among them, revision of national normativandards, training of specialists,
promotion among the population, and improvemenlegislation. At present, Armenia is

internationally recognised as a country with “Umiad Salt lodisation”, as the survey
conducted in the spring 2005 attested the notatidée@ements in this field: among 900
examined children at the age of 8 to 12 (the suway representative, at national level),
the median urinary iodine level was 313 mcg/l (13- mcg/l is the optimal range

recommended by the WHO), and adequate iodisedwsalt used in more than 95% of
households. Pursuant to ANDHS-2005, this rate was @igher, amounting to 97%.

Information concerning adolescent health care

422. At present, in the current official statistitile age group of school-aged children
and adolescents is not distinguished as age groupsto 10 and 10 to 18 years of age.
Correspondingly, the current statistics of theialtieis not complete and is primarily based
on a number of surveys, of which the most compreiverone is the Survey on the Health
Behaviour of School-Aged Children (2005) conduchsd‘Arabkir” Medical Complex &
Institute of Child and Adolescent Health with thgoport of the UN Children’s Fund; it
provides disaggregated data by age and gendemithadssist to elaborate in the future
more target measures directed at different tangetys.

423. According to the findings of the survey carrmat in 2005 in a number of rural
settlements of Armenia by the Association for theeCof the Children’s Health (ACCH),
almost 20% of school-aged children suffered frommedorm of allergic disease, asthma,
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or were in pre-asthmatic states. Medical examinatishow that almost 60% of school-
aged children suffer from at least one of the felfgy diseases or states: chronic otitis,
sinusitis, adenoid vegetation, caries, chronic bougflammatory and other diseases of
urethra, chronic gastroduodenitis, periodic diseasethopaedic diseases, among them,
scoliosis, as well as neural disorders.

424. Adolescents lack information on health issiidé®y have a vague understanding of
the changes in their bodies at the awkward agey;, ek information on pregnancy, the

risk for contracting HIV/AIDS and sexual infectigrikieir prevention methods, as well as
symptoms of diseases. They also do not know whgren necessity, to apply for relevant
medical assistance (Assessment and mapping reportprogrammes targeted to

adolescents, UN Children’s Fund, 2004).

425. The report on the Analysis of Reproductive Hedituation conducted by the
Ministry of Health shows that since 1990 the premyarate among adolescents has
increased twice, which is mainly conditioned bylyanarriages. Pursuant to the same
report, increase in the birth rate — from 30 p@&00,to 50 per 1,000 — has been observed
among adolescents during the last ten years, whileurope this rate varies from 5 to 10
per 1,000 live births. The report also states #ustlescents are not aware of sexual health
issues due to lack of sexual education lessonshioas curricula.

426. Since 2007, within the framework of the basodfit package, preventive medical
examinations have been carried out twice a yeamgnsohool-aged children at the age of
12 to 17, both girls and boys, pursuant to theeddh of the Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Armenia.

427. The concept paper for “Healthy lifestyle” ame tsyllabus for 8th and 9th grades
have been elaborated and approved. The concept foapthe course “Healthy lifestyle”
aims at touching upon issues related to healthyrdgand safety of students during the
whole period of general education and at regulatimg ways of their settlement. The
course intends to instil in the students the nterigvaluate their own and other's health as
an ultimate value and the behaviour aimed at miainig it. The syllabus of the 28-hour
course “Healthy lifestyle” for 8th and 9th gradesgeneral education schools will cover
issues of HIV/AIDS prevention and of instilling ofafe behaviour, information on
reproductive health of adolescents, with due regarthe age peculiarities of students of
8th and 9th grades, their basic knowledge levelyelsas national-cultural peculiarities.

428. The establishment of adolescent/youth frierfubalth care services is aimed at
protecting and improving the health of young peppke well as at preventing diseases, at
relevant diagnosis and effective treatment, in daatipn with the provision of information
and teaching of skills in a comprehensible andétig manner. Since 2005, the Ministry of
Health of the Republic of Armenia has initiated thigoduction of the TYFHCS, with the
support of the UN Children’'s Fund. The concept papé the TYFHCS has been
elaborated, localisation and summary of the modfdedrainers and participants of the
WHO Orientation Programme on “Teenager Health” baen carried out, adolescent
friendly services have been introduced in Marzed, teaining courses have been organised
for health practitioners and related specialiste $et of national standards and criteria has
been elaborated for adolescent friendly servicdsge @urrent legislative framework has
been revised, and parliamentary hearings were imldovember 2007. Teaching and
methodology materials have been elaborated in 20008; the assessment guideline for
adolescent sexual development as well as the questire on psycho-social test have been
included in the state criterion of 2008 by the Miny of Health of the Republic of
Armenia.
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Practices harmful for children’s health

429. Data concerning the use of alcohol and druge wtidied within the framework of
the 2005 Survey on the Health Behaviour of Schogéd\Adolescents in Armenia, which
made apparent that at least two thirds of therlati@t using alcohol at school age (boys
more frequently than girls). Altogether 2.5% of theerviewed adolescents stated that they
had tried a drug (hemp).

430. Pursuant to the findings of the Survey on tlealth Behaviour of School-Aged

Adolescents, 9% of boys and 10% of girls intervidwead thought of suicide in the year
preceding the survey. Almost of the same numbeadaiiescents had thought to refer to
alcohol or drugs “for help” in order to overcomeithconcerns and mental strain.

Article 26

431. Article 37 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia prescribes that everyone
shall have the right to social security in caseseiority age, disability, illness, loss of
breadwinner, unemployment as well as other casedgdad for by law. The scope and
forms of social security are defined by law.

432. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On stateigiens” was adopted in 2002;
under Article 26 of this Law, children under theeagf eighteen shall have the right to
insurance pension in case of loss of breadwinnedel Article 33, any person recognised
as “a child with disabilities” is granted a disdtyilsocial pension, the amount of which is
determined under Article 34. Under Article 35, tharvivor's social pension extends to
those children left without parental care whoseeptsr are unknown.

Article 27, paragraphs 1-3

433. According to Article 34 of the Constitution thfe Republic of Armenia, everyone
shall have the right to adequate standard of livinguding housing, for him or her as well
as for his or her family, as well as the right taprove life conditions. The State shall
undertake all appropriate measures for realisatfdhis right of citizens.

Education, leisure and cultural activities
(arts. 28, 29 and 31)

Article 28

434. The right to education in the Republic of Ariaeis ensured by the Constitution and
a number of legislative acts. In particular, purduto Article 39 of the Constitution,
everyone shall have the right to education. Pringagnyeral education is compulsory, except
for cases provided for by law. The law may establisgher levels of compulsory
education. Secondary education in state educatimséitutions is free of charge. Each
citizen shall have the right to receive higher aftiter vocational education free of charge
on a competitive basis in state educational irtihg. The State shall, in cases and in the
manner provided for by law, provide financial anthes assistance to educational
institutions implementing higher and other vocagioeducation programmes, as well as to
those studying there.

435. This constitutional norm has been incorporatgd the Laws of the Republic of
Armenia “On education” adopted in 1999, “On highend postgraduate vocational
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education” adopted in 2004, “On pre-school educétidOn preliminary vocational
(technical) and secondary vocational education’n “€@lucation of persons with special
educational needs” and “On general education” axtbjpt 2005.

436. As far as the provision referred to in para(é&sof the CRC/C/Q/ARM/2 document
is concerned, it is worth mentioning that the Laftlee Republic of Armenia “On
language” clearly prescribes that the Republic eménia guarantees the free use of
minority languages on its territory; general edisaand upbringing in the communities of
the national minorities of the Republic of Armemniay be arranged in their mother tongue,
under the state programme and the state auspi@scampulsory teaching of Armenian.
In the Republic of Armenia, only the Governmentted Republic of Armenia may found a
non-general education institution where the languafyinstruction is a foreign language.
Upon the Decision of the Government of the Republiérmenia No. 138 of 18 February
2002, “State programme on language policy of thpuRbc of Armenia” was approved,
one of the main issues of which is promoting theettgpment of the language and culture
of the national minorities.

General education

437. Since 2004, the state general education cluricdramework, state criterion of
secondary education and subject criteria and adaridor 12-year general education
schools elaborated on the basis thereof, as wellhasconcept paper for knowledge
evaluation and the draft concept paper for evalnatif students’ performance arising
therefrom have considerably improved the currestesy of the content of education and
of recording of results. To some extent, it has @&sproved the quality of education. The
process of continuous and large-scale trainingeadhers has also played its positive role
in the improvement of the quality of education.

438. It shall be mentioned that recently, considerakork has been carried out for
studying language, culture and history of natiomahorities in their mother tongue in
general education schools.

439. Thus, the concept paper for teaching of thehardbngue of Yezidis — constituting

a majority among the national minorities — has béeawn up, and the curriculum for 1st
to 12th grades has been elaborated. In 2005, teiksbfor 1st to 3rd grades and, in 2008,
for 4th and 5th grades were published. Currenthgparation works are carried out for
publication of textbooks for 6th to 9th grades.

440. The 1st to 12th grades criterion and curridafathe Assyrian language are at the
final stage of examination; curricula for 1st tal rades have been published.

441. The concept paper and curriculum for teachhmgy Kurdish language are at the
preliminary stage of examination.

442. An exemplary curriculum is elaborated for sdbhodclasses) staffed with
representatives of the national minorities in ortteregulate the teaching process of the
mother tongue, culture and history for represeveatiof the national minorities at general
education schools.

443. With regard to the low level of pre-primary edtion, decrease in attendance rates,
as well as absences and increase in primary armhdacgy education drop-out rates, it
should be mentioned that with a view to raising teeel of pre-primary education,
professional capacity building of specialists (inag courses) and improvement of teaching
and methodology bases have been chosen as pdiegtions of the activities in the field
of pre-school education: a programme for examimatif the strategy for early
development of children and for reforms in pre-stheducation has been elaborated,
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which will make it possible to increase — throudiiod-term groups — the enrolment rate,
particularly for children of socially vulnerableayps, in pre-school institutions.

444. For the purpose of quality assurance of edutatiriteria for the development of
five and six years old children, corresponding icuta and teaching and methodology
literature have been created (with the financiglpsut of the UNICEF) and guaranteed for
use.

445. Conceptual materials for pedagogical and pdggieal diagnosis of children and
programmes for child-centred teaching in work witbublesome children have been
elaborated (“Overcoming pedagogical and psycho@gitifficulties”, “Working with
misbehaving children”).

446. Secondary vocational education is carried duseaondary vocational education
institutions — colleges, as well as at higher etlopainstitutions — through separate
education programmes.

447. Graduates of secondary vocational educationitutisns having passed the
graduation attestation are qualified as specialists

448. In Armenia, secondary education programmesarently implemented in 84 state
educational institutions, of which 54 operate unidier Ministry of Education and Science
of the Republic of Armenia.

449. Almost 28,000 students study and 4,000 profestzach in 84 state secondary
vocational education institutions.

450. Secondary vocational education programmes awgemented in five higher
education institutions of Armenia, as well.

451. Education in secondary vocational educatiotitin®ns is provided both free of
charge and on a fee-paying basis.

452. Amounts of tuition fees are established by atiogal institutions. It amounts to
AMD 30,000 to AMD 250,000 and depends on the psifesand the region.

453. By the Decision No. 73-N of 12 January 2008, @overnment of the Republic of
Armenia approved the list of professions of prefiary and secondary vocational
education by their teaching basis, form, duratiod gualifications, which include 352
professions of secondary vocational education, afclv around 100 professions are
currently taught in the colleges of the Republidaihenia.

454. Preliminary vocational (technical) education psovided in the preliminary
vocational education institutions, i.e., technicablleges, Abovyan penitentiary
establishment, as well as secondary vocationalaiducestablishments, i.e., colleges and
educational complexes. The objective of this edanais to prepare specialists requiring
preliminary vocational qualification on the basisbasic or secondary (complete) general
education.

455. As of 1 July 2009, 30 technical colleges ogemtArmenia, of which 16 operate
under the Ministry of Education and Science ofRepublic of Armenia.

456. Around 7,500 students study and 480 professodstraining officers work at 30
technical colleges.

457. By the Decision of the Government of the Rejoubf Armenia No. 73-N of 12
January 2006, the list of professions of prelimjaocational (technical) education was
approved, which included 102 professions of tedinieducation with around 350
qualifications, of which almost 50 are currentlydht.
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Number of secondary vocational
Yerevan municipality/Marzes Number of technicaleg®s education institutions

30

Yerevan

Aragatsotn Marz
Armavir Marz
Ghegharkunik Marz
Lori Marz

Kotayk Marz
Shirak Marz
Tavush Marz
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Syunik Marz
Vayots Dzor Marz
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Ararat Marz -
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Total 30

458. While entering state secondary vocational dituténstitutions, citizens having the
status mentioned below, enjoy privileges:

(@) Persons with disabilities of the 1st and 2ndugsoand persons under the age
of eighteen having disabilities since childhood,ithom, pursuant to the conclusion given
by the Medical and Social Expertise Agency, studyl durther work with the given
profession is not contraindicated,;

(b)  Children of military servants who were killedefdased) or acquired a
disability of the 1st group during the defence loé tRepublic of Armenia, as well as
citizens who acquired a disability while performithigeir duties during compulsory military
service, pursuant to the statements issued by théstky of Defence of the Republic of
Armenia, the Police of the Republic of Armenia adjuto the Government of the Republic
of Armenia, the National Security Service adjurcthie Government of the Republic of
Armenia and the Ministry of Emergency Situationghef Republic of Armenia;

(c)  Children left without parental care and persbe$onging to the group of
children left without parental care who have naéiaed the age of twenty three before 1
September of the given academic year.

459. In 2003 the “Strategy for the Development oftiéir Education” was approved by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia, in whiotplementation and reform of new
management methods, establishment of new formgatd &inding, extension of links with

the labour market, as well as integration to theogean Higher Education Area in the field
of higher and post-graduate vocational educatiahiawolvement in the Bologna Process
were reflected.

460. In 2006, upon the Order of the Minister of Eatian and Science of the Republic of
Armenia, the programme for introduction in the Rapuof Armenia of the three-fold
degree system of higher education was approvedshwhiias based on Bologna principles
and which laid down uniform and co-ordinated apphes for the purpose of final
transition to the three-fold degree system (atgmesll higher education institutions of the
Republic of Armenia have introduced the three-fdé&ree system, i.e., bachelor, master
and doctor), by defining the problems that the @aysencounters and stating the activities
and the time-table for the settlement thereof.
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461. In 2006, the Government of the Republic of Amraeadopted the Decision on the
provision of student allowances and state schailassim higher education institutions of

the Republic of Armenia; in the overall contexttbése reforms, particular importance is
attached to competitive education and to the canoketransposition of students based on
their academic performance. In 2006/07 academicr, y#ee state higher education

institutions, guided by the procedure approved gy Decision of the Government of the
Republic of Armenia and by the procedures arisheydfrom as elaborated by the higher
education institutions, applied the principle ofat@gn, which provided equal approach to
all students of education institutions. Moreovegséd on the requirement of the
Constitution of the Republic of Armenia as regatius receipt of free higher education in
state higher education institutions on a competithasis, all state higher education
institutions shall necessarily receive studentvedloces.

462. Reforms made in the field of higher and postgade vocational education of the
Republic of Armenia, provide, on national basis andaccordance with international

standards, affordability and quality of educationstudents, as well as protection of their
rights.

463. In particular, the Law of the Republic of ArneerfOn higher and postgraduate
vocational education” ensures the protection offthlewing rights of students:

(8 Choose required or elective courses for thehiagcof given profession or
specialisation, which are provided by the releviatulty (educational subdivision) and
chair;

(b)  Participate in the formation of the content @ br her education (in the
choice of educational courses and specialisationgpmpliance with the requirements of
the state educational criteria for the higher viocetl education;

(c) In addition to educational courses of the chqzefession, master any other
educational course instructed in the given or afmgrohigher education institution, in the
manner prescribed by the Statute of the higherahrcinstitution concerned,

(d) Participate in the works of respective admiaistm bodies of higher
education institutions, as provided for by law be tStatute of the higher education
institution;

(e) Avail themselves free of charge of librariespbdeatories, information
storages of higher education institutions, of sEsiprovided by educational, scientific,
medical and other subdivisions, participate inrifie and research activities, conferences,
seminars and symposia;

()] Appeal against orders and administrative ordessed by the management of
the higher education institution, in the mannerspribed by the legislation of the Republic
of Armenia;

() Enjoy the right to partial or complete reimbursant for the annual tuition
fee, in the manner prescribed by the legislatiothefRepublic of Armenia;

(h)  Receive, in the manner prescribed by the exjdigislation of the Republic
of Armenia and the Statute of the higher educatiostitution, scholarships in the
prescribed amount, including nominal scholarshigpsholarships awarded by legal or
natural persons, grants, as well as student loans;

(@ Familiarise themselves with the Statute and otiegulatory documents of
the higher education institution, conclude consawith the higher education institution on
the conditions of education;
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() Be granted, where necessary and in the manni@medeby the authorised
body, academic leave for a term of up to one yeacept for cases prescribed by
legislation;

(k) In case of full-time education, be on leave lest than twice and for a total
duration of not less than seven weeks within argaeademic year;

()] Receive, where there is a hall of residence anmgked for housing, relevant
room in a hall of residence, in the manner prescriby the higher education institution;

(m) Be transformed to another higher education tintbin, including a higher
education institution in foreign states, in the mamprescribed by the Government of the
Republic of Armenia;

(n) Receive moral and/or financial encouragement faigh academic
performance and participation in scientific andesesh activities, in the manner prescribed
by the legislation of the Republic of Armenia ahd higher education institution.

464. Pursuant to the requirements of the Procedurgriinting student allowance and
state scholarship in higher education institutimisthe Republic of Armenia, partial
reimbursement for tuition fees are provided forfedént groups of students studying at
higher education institutions, based on social g¢mr$ and academic performance of the
student; several social groups as defined by lavgaanted complete reimbursement of
tuition fee (free of charge) in the form of studafibwance.

465. Besides, as formerly, currently, too, certairileges defined by the legislation of
the Republic of Armenia are provided to childreteeing higher education institutions.

Article 29

466. In the education sector, the State guaranteesniplementation of the following
principles:

(@ Humanitarian nature of the education; priorioy hational and universal
values, for human life and health, for free and pmhensive development of an
individual; emphasis on civic conscience; respecth individual and his or her rights and
freedoms; dignity; patriotism; diligence; respoiigyg tolerance; and development of
environmental outlook;

(b) Equal opportunities for education, as well agordfability, continuity,
consecution and compliance of the education tdethel of development, peculiarities and
proficiency level of learners;

(¢) Ensuring the principles of democratic administra in the sector of
education;

(d) Enhancement of creative activity in educatiomagtitutions; priority for
capacity building in learners as regards theirydiwal and critical thinking, as well as their
skills of acquiring and using knowledge on theirnoand skills of using information
technologies;

(e) Continuous improvement of the quality of edumatiits compliance with
international standards, as well as integratioo the international educational system;

® Striking balance between autonomy of and stapesvision over educational
institutions;

(@) Irrespective of their legal form, equality ofusdtional institutions and of
their students and employees;
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(h)  Mutual co-ordination of general education andheot educational
programmes;

() Affordability, continuity, consecution and congohce of the education with
the level of development, peculiarities and preficy level of learners in conformity with
the state mandatory minimum;

)] Support to the educational activity aimed atger@ing the Armenian identity
in the Diaspora;

(k)  Secular nature of the education in educatiomstitutions;

()] Guaranteeing opportunities for citizens to rgeeeducation in state and
private educational institutions;

(m) Ensuring equal status for graduation documemstued by state and
accredited private educational institutions.
1. Main tasks, objectives and principles of pre-scha education
467. The principles of pre-school education areolievis:

(&) Equal conditions for comprehensive developmérihe child, for display of
skills, attractions, capacities, abilities and héde

(b)  Uniform approach to issues concerning the deraknt, upbringing,
education of children as well as issues pertaitortpeir health and rehabilitation;

(c) Equal involvement of families and pre-school eational institutions in
educational and upbringing activities;

(d)  Consecution and continuity of pre-school andegaheducation;
(e)  Secular nature of pre-school education;

)] Provision of an individual approach with a vigdw developing the child’'s
personality;

() Compliance of the content, level and volume afueation with the
development peculiarities and health conditiorhefc¢hild at pre-school age.
2. Objectives and tasks of pre-school education
468. The objectives of pre-school education ar@bmis:
(a) Care for and strengthening of physical and nidmtalth of the child;
(b)  Balanced development and education of childtgrexschool age;
(c)  Preparation for school education.
469. The tasks of pre-school education are as fstlow

(&) Primary capacity building in children at pre-soh age with regard to
communication and counting in their mother tongue;

(b) Care for the child at pre-school age and presantind correction of
development disorders;

(c)  Familiarisation with primary rules of conduct,ithv the nature of the
motherland and environment, history and nationdiuce, creation of bases for mental,
moral, aesthetic and physical development of thkl,cformation of elementary working
skills and capacities;

GE.11-42454 85



CRC/C/ARM/3-4

(d) Instillation of love for motherland, respect féamily, national traditions,
other tongue, national values, as well as formatiod establishment of respectful
treatment towards surroundings and environment;

(e) Formation of the child’s personality, developinehcreative skills;

® Ensuring the level of preparation for continuieducation in conformity with
pre-school education criteria;

(o) Provision of social and pedagogical supporttuifies.

470. In the sector of pre-school education, curstrdtegic directions are: improvement
of the legislative framework, strengthening andedepment of the network, improvement
of the quality of services, extension of affordapibnd enrolment.

471. The 2008-2015 strategy and pilot programmepferschool education reforms of
the Republic of Armenia was approved by the Denisibthe Government of the Republic
of Armenia of 13 March 2008.

472. The plan for effective preparation of childrahthe age of 5 to 6 for primary
education is particularly emphasised in the stsamgwgramme. The pilot programme has
been implemented in 22 institutions of the two magherable Marzes, i.e., Shirak and
Lori Marzes of the Republic of Armenia, with enr@nt of 540 children, for the
implementation whereof almost USD 198.0 has beeniged from the loan means of the
“Education quality and compliance” programme. Paogmes have been implemented in
general education schools in such communities winene are no pre-school institutions at
all or where there are no functioning pre-schostiiations; these programmes have been
formed through three resources: grants, and invesggrmade by communities and parents.
As a result, relevant conditions and developingrenvnent have been established in all the
institutions to organise the education and upbniggif children.

473. Considering the increase in the availabilityl affordability level of pre-school
education as a priority in the sub-programme, adgmh growth is envisaged in the
enrolment rate of children involved in senior greyp to 6 years old) and, at the end of the
programme period (2016), the enrolment rate is nddnto reach to up to 90%. The
Protocol Decision of the Government of the Repubfirmenia No. 29 of 16 July 2009
“On further implementation process of the 2008-28t%tegy Programme of Pre-School
Education Reforms in the Republic of Armenia” eagss awarding of grants to almost
140 pre-school institutions in different commurstief Armenia to implement pre-school
education programmes.

474. The Ministry of Education and Science has gedrtrainings for pedagogical staff

of the institutions implementing pre-school prognaes and has drafted educational-legal
documents for different models. The institutiongenaeen provided with relevant curricula

and methodology literature, as well as educatioritdria and methodology materials.

475. The scope of co-operation with different inggional and non-governmental
organisations aiming at the development of theosdws been expanded. In particular, due
to technical support within the scope of co-operativith the UN Children’s Fund,
guidelines, manuals and curricula have been pudiish

476. The number of private educational instituti@asrying out pre-school educational
programmes and the number of children at pre-schg®lenrolled therein have increased.

477. Main objectives and tasks of general educatieras follows:

(@)  The object of activities of general educatiohogts is the implementation of
basic programmes of general education;
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(b)  General education schools carry out educati@utivity in favour of the
individual, society and the State; ensure mastedhdhe mandatory minimum of the
general education state criterion, subject critead content of curricula, the
comprehensive development of an individual, hiher health care; create conditions to
meet self-education and supplementary (prefererdiadl pre-vocational) educational
requirements;

(c)  General education schools are responsible foosihg methods and forms of
education in compliance with the general educasitate criterion, the general education
state programme and with due regard to the agesiglbgical and socio-psychological
development peculiarities of learners, their attoms and abilities, as well as for their life
safety and health care;

(d) As an indivisible part of implementation of geale education basic
programmes, general education schools may incheléotlowing:

(@ Teaching and methodology, experimental and mefeactivities carried out
by general education schools;

(i)  Activities arranged for professional developrhehpedagogical staff;
(iii)  Organisation of general education supplementaurses for learners;
(iv)  Activities arranged for health care of learners

(v)  Provision of food to learners;

(vi) Organised transportation of learners;

(vi)  Arrangement of after-school curbs and/or owghth accommodation;

(viii) Arrangement of students’ rest time in eduoatll complexes and health
camps.

478. Tasks of the state policy in the field of tdchhand secondary vocational education
in the Republic of Armenia are as follows:

(&) Ensuring the quality of technical and secondasgational education and
introduction of an appropriate system of improvetnen

(b)  Support to preparation and training of spedlfsr priority and important
sectors;

(c)  Ensuring the continuity, transparency and piutlyliof educational process;

(d)  Developing the system of technical and secondanational education and
teaching and increasing its competitiveness;

(e) Educating students in the spirit of nationalyah@nd universal values.
479. Main objectives and tasks of higher educatienaa follows:
(8) Ensuring the quality of higher and postgradeatecation;

(b)  Support to preparation and training of spedislfer sectors of priority and
importance to the State;

(c)  Contributing to the development of internatiosalentific and educational
co-operation and to integration thereto;

(d) Developing the system of higher and postgraduatational education and
increasing its competitiveness in the internati@raha;
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(e) Introduction of international (European) stamdarfor internal (inside a
higher education institution) and external assessnm@ education quality and for
accreditation into the system of higher and postga#e vocational education of the
Republic of Armenia;

)] Ensuring equality of the accredited educatiometitutions, irrespective of
their form of ownership.
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Distribution of the number of students of general ducation schools by Marzes of the
by types of schools, 2007/08 academic year

Republic of Armea and Yerevan and

(people)
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Yerevan Wogso 31430 19065 44943 171 208 228 2287 284 ° 138 BF 3951 787 130450
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Aragatsotn - 1430 20382 128 241 - 71 - - - - - 78 - 22 330
Ararat - 214 37581 324 ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; . 38119
Armavir - 539 40167 713 40 160 257 - - - - - - - 41876
Gegharkunik . 606 35213 493 - - - - - - - - - . 36312
Lori - 2226 35315 406 - - - - - - - - 121 147 38215
Kotayk - 407 35492 - 264 90 ; ; ; ; ; ; - 36253
Shirak 28 653 37349 1929 623 91 116 - 308 - - 429 19 -41 545
Syunik 20 1092 15658 570 . 788 ; ; 65 ; . 524 152 - 18869
Vayots Dzor 26 332 8160 253 - - - - - - - - - - 8771
Tavush 50 1180 17169 141 - - - - - - - - - - 18540
Total
Republic of Armenia 583 10118 401551 9451 2881 1337 666 223 617 118 83 953 1765 934 431280
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Distribution of the number of students of general ducation schools by Marzes of the Republic of Arméa and Yerevan and
by types of schools, 2008/09 academic year

(people)
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Aragatsotn - 1152 I7897 1063 118 242 - 77 < - - - - = 118 20 667
Ararat - 199 36094 - 335 - - - - - - - - - - 36628
Armavir - 502 37725 - 701 79 160 220 - - - - 282 - -39669
Gegharkunik 837 598 33204 913 387 - - - - - - - - - 35939
Lori 633 1675 32300 - 405 - - - - - - - 58 - 32035391
Kotayk - 479 35811 - - 53 76 26 - - - - - - -36927
Shirak 28 596 34123 1257 1794 766 94 111 - - - - - 73 2580098
Syunik 12 1024 14853 - 712 - 754 - - 44 - - 611 227 48237
Vayots Dzor 24 279 7 505 57 227 - - - - - - - - - - 8092
Tavush - 1167 16389 - 119 - - - - - - - - - -17675

Total
Republic of Armenia 1537 7811 381337 5288 9781 334P143 660 106 277 125 420 951 1144 859 414781
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Gender distribution of the number of students of geeral education schools by Marzes
of the Republic of Armenia and Yerevan and by leval of general education
programmes, 2007/08 academic year

(people)
I-1V grades V—IX grades X—XI grades
Total Of which girls Total Of which girls Total Of which girls
Yerevan 37525 17 644 67 522 32102 25 403 13117
Aragatsotn 6 503 3001 11412 5441 4415 2 252
Ararat 10 503 4 906 20192 9732 7424 3913
Armavir 11 475 5180 21 875 10 473 8526 4 497
Gegharkunik 10 321 4703 18 990 9215 7 001 3 559
Lori 11076 5259 19 378 9394 7761 4118
Kotayk 10 339 4 879 18 279 8 858 7 635 4 039
Shirak 10 737 5015 20936 10 095 9872 5301
Syunik 5540 2 654 9 454 4622 3875 2 046
Vayots Dzor 2389 1105 4 363 2142 2019 943
Tavush 5433 2 607 9 649 4628 3458 1854
Total
Republic of Armenia 121 841 56 953 222 050 106 702 8P38 45 639
Gender distribution of the number of students of geeral education schools by Marzes
of the Republic of Armenia and Yerevan and by leval of general education
programmes, 2008/09 academic year
(people)
I-IV grades V-IX grades X—XI grades
Total Of which girls Total Of which girls Total Of which girls
Yerevan 35569 16 774 64 406 30 604 26 483 13 239
Aragatsotn 5700 2643 10 657 4984 4 310 2194
Ararat 9 937 4624 19184 9154 7507 3929
Armavir 10 896 5012 20731 9787 8 042 4149
Gegharkunik 9551 4 369 18 598 8 929 7790 3 956
Lori 9787 4643 18 047 8714 7 557 3969
Kotayk 10 756 4930 18 585 8 833 7 586 3951
Shirak 9893 4677 19 950 9 527 9 255 4708
Syunik 5241 2 559 9 393 4 637 3603 1863
Vayots Dzor 2148 978 4 063 1965 1881 933
Tavush 5050 2424 9 300 4461 3325 1742
Total
Republic of Armenia 114 528 53633 212914 101 595 8P33 44633
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Gender and age distribution of the number of studets in general education schools,

2008/09 academic year
(people)
Including
Total Girls Boys

Under 6 years of age 3361 1575 1786
6 years of age 29 276 13585 15691
7 years of age 30 650 14 271 16 379
8 years of age 26 188 12 264 13924
9 years of age 30 457 14 246 16 211
10 years of age 36 315 17 107 19 208
11 years of age 39 617 18 631 20 986
12 years of age 40 581 19 548 21033
13 years of age 43 072 20770 22 302
14 years of age 45 036 21708 23 328
15 years of age 43 039 21 604 21435
16 years of age 39 081 20418 18 663
17 years of age 7723 3952 3771
18 years of age and higher 385 182 203

Total 414 781 199 861 214 920

Gender distribution of the number of students dropged out of general education
schools by age and reason, beginning of 2007/08 demic year

(&) Total
(people)
Including, by reasons
Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not

Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Muscular- Mental
age Total willingness conditions  (do not allow) impairment impairment skeletal deficiency Other Other
Under 7 194 4 - 28 - - 1 - 2 159
7 174 7 2 4 1 - - 1 6 153
8 196 11 3 3 - 1 1 1 3 173
9 199 - 5 - - - 1 - 185
10 198 6 6 3 - - 1 1 1 180
11 156 11 - 3 - - - - 1 14
12 197 13 2 6 - - 1 - 3 172
13 240 17 1 11 1 1 2 1 2 204
14 338 11 - 21 1 - - 2 2 301
15 545 49 10 27 1 - - 1 2 455
16 569 53 9 23 - - 3 - 6 475
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Including, by reasons

Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not
Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Muscular- Mental
age Total willingness conditions  (do not allow) impairment impairment skeletal deficiency Other Other
17 and higher 200 8 6 1 1 - - - 6 178
Total 3206 198 39 135 5 2 9 8 34 2776
(b)  Of which girls
(people)
Including, by reasons
Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not
Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Muscular- Mental de-
age Total willingness conditions (do not allow) impairment impairment  skeletal ficiency Other Other
Under 7 99 3 - 17 - - - - - 79
7 74 2 - 1 - - - 1 4 66
8 82 5 - 2 - - - - 3 72
9 97 4 - 2 - - - - - 91
10 88 2 4 1 - - 1 - - 80
11 65 3 - 1 - - - - - 61
12 94 11 1 3 - - 1 - 1 77
13 103 5 1 7 - - 2 1 1 86
14 153 3 - 10 - - - - - 140
15 195 13 5 8 - - - - 2 167
16 184 15 3 - - - - 3 161
17 and higher 59 2 3 - - - - 1 52
Total 1293 68 17 55 - - 4 2 15 1132

Gender distribution of the number of students dropmd out of general education

schools by age and reason, beginning of 2008/09 demic year

(@ Total

(people)

Including, by reasons
Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not

Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Musculo- Mental de-
age Total willingness conditions (do not allow) impairment impairment  skeletal ficiency  Other Other
Under 6 3 - - - - - - - - 3
6 232 75 9 26 - - 4 1 1 116
7 260 79 10 1 - - - 3 2 165
8 286 100 16 4 - 2 1 3 2 158
9 316 93 13 3 - 1 - 1 1 204
10 365 106 24 7 - 2 - 1 1 224
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Including, by reasons

Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not

Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Musculo- Mental de-
age Total willingness conditions (do not allow) impairment impairment  skeletal ficiency  Other Other
11 388 104 24 6 3 2 2 - 1 246
12 385 129 12 8 - - - - - 236
13 479 155 16 10 1 - - 2 294
14 666 192 10 24 - 4 - 24 2 410
15 1084 473 20 48 - 2 - - 12 529
16 1018 396 13 33 4 1 - 4 9 558
17 281 147 30 11 - - - 91
18 and higher 113 23 6 9 2 1 - - - 72

Total 5876 2072 203 190 10 15 7 40 33 3306

(b)  Of which girls
(people)
Including, by reasons
Disability
Unfavourable Parents do not

Age, years of Absence of socio-economic send to school  Hearing Visual Musculo- Mental de-
age Total willingness conditions  (do not allow) impairment impairment skeletal ficiency  Other Other
Under 6 1 - - - - - - - - 1
6 110 36 3 15 - - 3 1 1 51
7 119 39 3 1 - - - 2 1 73
8 133 52 8 1 - 1 1 1 - 69
9 137 43 4 3 - - - - - 87
10 169 47 14 1 - 2 - - 1 104
11 169 45 8 4 - 2 1 - - 109
12 159 47 4 2 - - - - - 106
13 201 60 5 3 1 - - - - 132
14 248 80 2 6 - 1 - 2 1 156
15 381 151 4 19 - 1 - - 2 204
16 371 128 5 14 2 1 - - 4 217
17 105 60 5 - - - - 1 37
18 and higher 36 6 3 - 1 - - - 20

Total 2339 794 68 7 3 9 5 6 11 1366
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Enrolment of students in general education schoolsy gender, 2003—-2008 (%)

Total Girls Boys
2003 93.9 94.5 93.3
2004 90.0 91.0 89.1
2005 91.8 93.1 90.7
2006 93.1 93.9 92.4
2007 93.2 93.5 92.9
2008 95.5 96.2 94.9

Enrolment of students in general education schoolsy gender, 2003—-2008 (%)

Total Girls Boys
2003 86.6 87.6 85.7
2004 87.4 88.5 86.4
2005 89.2 90.5 87.9
2006 90.9 92.4 89.5
2007 89.2 90.4 88.2
2008 90.8 92.1 89.6

Gender distribution of the number of students of peliminary vocational (technical)
education institutions by Marzes of the Republic ofArmenia and Yerevan, 2007/08
and 2008/09 academic year

(people)
2007/08 academic year 2008/09 academic year
Total  Of which women Total  Of which women

Yerevan 1520 460 1659 431
Aragatsotn 401 157 444 137
Ararat - - - -
Armavir 75 - 81 -
Gegharkunik 352 27 304 26
Lori 222 47 225 50
Kotayk 496 137 502 157
Shirak 927 225 1092 415
Syunik 145 23 160 46
Vayots Dzor - - - -
Tavush 106 20 114 26

Total

Republic of Armenia 4244 1096 4581 1288
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Gender and age distribution of the number of studets of preliminary vocational
(technical) education institutions, 2007/08 academiyear

(people)
Age
14 and 25 and
under 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 higher
Yerevan Total 15 466 447 425 82 33 18 9 8 8 1 8
Women 2 132 121 113 45 24 10 3 5 - - 5
Aragatsotn  Total - 75 126 9 44 30 11 7 2 3 1 3
Women - 20 46 25 27 16 12 3 2 1 2 3
Ararat Total - - - - - - - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - - -
Armavir Total - 16 26 27 6 - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - - -
Gegharkunik  Total 3 53 69 107 32 4 15 14 12 7 13 23
Women - - - 7 3 2 3 1 4 - 1 6
Lori Total 1 37 12 66 22 21 30 15 14 1 1 2
Women - 2 2 19 2 6 6 3 4 1 1 1
Kotayk Total 40 89 117 130 51 28 10 3 7 9 1 11
Women 22 19 16 38 1 17 6 4 3 1 1 9
Shirak Total - 249 252 278 98 11 11 10 5 6 4 3
Women - 69 54 46 33 6 7 5 1 1 2 1
Syunik Total 1 21 42 39 14 2 4 4 6 3 2 7
Women - - 2 2 1 2 2 2 4 - 2 6
Vayots Dzor Total - - - - - - - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - - -
Tavush Total 1 14 26 27 13 5 6 1 2 5 3 3
Women - 1 3 3 4 4 1 - 1 1 - 2
Total
Republic of Armenia 61 1020 1117 1198 362 134 105 63 56 426 60
Of which women 24 243 244 253 116 77 47 21 24 5 9 33
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Gender and age distribution of the number of studets of preliminary vocational
(technical) education institutions, 2008/09 academiyear

(people)
Age
14 and 25 and
under 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 higher
Yerevan Total 26 421 523 439 124 27 23 35 9 8 9 15
Women 5 92 116 139 43 15 7 11 2 -1
Aragatsotn Total - 54 52 161 57 33 11 7 6 5 7 51
Women - 20 10 38 18 29 9 4 4 3 - 2
Ararat Total - - - - - - - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - - -
Armavir Total - 21 32 23 5 - - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - - -
Gegharkunik  Total 2 26 65 65 43 16 24 14 15 14 9 11
Women - - - - 5 6 8 2 1 2 1 1
Lori Total - 38 53 60 40 29 3 2 - - - -
Women - 3 4 - 36 2 3 2 - - - -
Kotayk Total - 115 127 164 55 16 14 4 4 -1 2
Women - 36 37 43 17 6 9 3 3 -1 2
Shirak Total 9 256 211 357 188 15 9 15 7 - 6 19
Women 6 132 100 64 91 8 2 2 2 -2 6
Syunik Total - 19 30 43 11 11 7 6 7 4 2 20
Women - - 1 7 3 4 2 4 4 3 1 17
Vayots Dzor Total - - - - - - - - - - -
Women - - - - - - - - - - -
Tavush Total - 15 26 36 3 4 5 8 3 1 6 7
Women - 1 4 6 3 4 2 - - - 2 4
Total
Republic of Armenia 37 965 1119 1348 526 151 96 91 51 32 40 512
Of which women 11 284 272 297 216 74 42 28 16 8 8 32
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Distribution of the number of students dropped outof preliminary vocational
(technical) education institutions by years and resons, 2007/08 academic year

(people)
Number of students
Including:
1st year 2nd year 3rd year
Of which Of which Of which Of which
Total women Total women  Total women  Total women
Financial need 5 - 1 - 3 - 1 -
Conscripted to the Armed Forces
of the Republic of Armenia 36 - 4 - 5 - 27 -
Lack of academic performance 4 - - - - - -
Other reasons 47 22 31 15 9 5 7 2
Total 92 22 36 15 21 5 35 2
Distribution of the number of students dropped outof preliminary vocational
(technical) education institutions by years and resons, 2007/09 academic year
(people)
Number of students
Including:
1st year 2nd year 3rd year
Of which Of which Of which Of which
Total women Total women  Total women  Total women
Financial need 6 1 3 - 3 1 - -
Conscripted to the Armed Forces
of the Republic of Armenia 43 - - 15 - 27 -
Lack of academic performance 11 - 4
Other reasons 24 5 10
Total 84 14 14 5 32 4 38 5
Gender distribution of the number of children attending pre-school institutions by
Marzes of the Republic of Armenia and Yerevan, 20632008
(people)
Number of children attending Of which girls
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Yerevan
Aragatsotn
Ararat
Armavir
Gegharkunik
Lori

98

21629 21507 22413 22078 22887

895 903 782 1471 802
3001 3359 3679 3725 3904
3089 3082 3312 3369 3754

2314 2469 2593 2404 2461
3522 2915 3179 3283 3221

23977 107057030 10985 10891 11272 11834

1152 492
4252 1570
3975 1456
2570 1328
3482 1695

467 427 804 6 38468
1741 2002995 2000 2196
1309 @771808 1977 2004

1379445 1348 1380 1302
1456 15856211 1521 1701
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Number of children attending Of which girls

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2003 2004 2005

2006 2007 2008

Kotayk 2940 2614 3326 2529 3839 4056 1460 1237 169316 1919 2011
Shirak 3337 3168 3378 3271 3516 3801 1814 1594 1713714 1907 2019
Syunik 3565 3399 3303 3137 3467 3543 1730 1690 1668574 1701 1749
Vayots Dzor 714 684 669 778 628 702 359 336 317 8 34 297 326
Tavush 1849 1871 2040 1970 2012 2208 984 965 10030201 1022 1094

Total, Republic

of Armenia 46 855 45971 48674 48015 50491 53718 23522877 24610 24439 25382 26704

Gender and age distribution of the number of childen attending pre-school
institutions by Marzes of the Republic of Armenia ad Yerevan, 2007

(people)

Under 1.5 years From 1.5to 3years From 3to 5 years

of age of age of age 6 years of age 7 years of age

Of which Of which Of which Of which Of which

Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls

Yerevan 107 56 3756 1839 12017 5918 6 119 2998 888 461
Aragatsotn - - 125 63 225 119 369 144 83 60
Ararat 18 9 475 263 2150 1057 1091 568 170 103
Armavir 20 10 333 161 1747 1016 1318 632 336 158
Gegharkunik 24 14 268 147 933 497 1044 616 192 106
Lori - - 477 223 1650 740 916 462 178 96
Kotayk 41 28 649 308 1563 747 1231 638 355 198
Shirak 3 3 482 272 2 405 1329 487 227 139 76
Syunik 10 5 471 248 2042 974 935 470 9 4
Vayots Dzor - - 31 14 260 125 268 119 69 39
Tavush 16 9 145 76 1255 629 578 297 18 11

Total, Republic

of Armenia 239 134 7212 3614 26 247 13151 14356 7171 432 1312

Gender and age distribution of the number of childen attending pre-school
institutions by Marzes of the Republic of Armenia ad Yerevan, 2008

(people)
Under 1.5 years From 1.5to 3years From 3to 5 years
of age of age of age 6 years of age 7 years of age
Of which Of which Of which Of which Of which
Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls
Yerevan 116 54 4243 1960 12157 6111 6 657 3276 804 433

GE.11-41045
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Under 1.5 years

From 1.5 to 3 years

From 3 to 5 years

of age of age of age 6 years of age 7 years of age
Of which Of which Of which Of which Of which
Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls Total girls
Aragatsotn 5 3 242 78 477 213 330 138 98 36
Ararat - - 364 206 2777 1398 1069 571 42 21
Armavir 15 8 268 125 2127 1037 1238 675 327 159
Gegharkunik 15 10 285 149 843 421 1122 559 305 163
Lori - - 488 261 1863 919 996 455 135 66
Kotayk 41 28 645 305 1647 806 1368 693 355 179
Shirak 2 2 504 272 2727 1422 482 284 86 39
Syunik - - 550 265 1836 909 1153 573 4 2
Vayots Dzor - - 14 6 402 185 255 119 31 16
Tavush 20 9 176 83 1333 652 616 322 63 28
Total, Republic
of Armenia 214 114 7779 3710 28189 14073 15286 7665 25@ 1142
Enrolment of children in pre-school institutions, 204—2008
(%)
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Urban communities 27.4 29.7 29.0 31.1 39.3
Rural communities 8.7 9.6 10.5 10.3 13.6
Total 20.0 21.8 21.8 23.3 29.8
Article 31

480. With a view to implementing a uniform policytime sphere of artistic and aesthetic
education of children, the Ministry of Culture dfet Republic of Armenia has elaborated
and submitted for the approval the Government efRlepublic of Armenia “The Concept
Paper for artistic education”. It was approved lwy Protocol Decision of the Government
of the Republic of Armenia No. 47 of 18 Novembe620

481. The Concept Paper reflects the following humwah citizen’s rights and freedoms in
the field of culture and arts:

(@) Participate in cultural life, engage in cultuaativity;

(b)  Communicate with cultural values;

(c) Engage in creative activity;

(d)  Receive artistic education and choose formsmaeans of such education.

482. Implementation of the Concept Paper providespgortunity to implement uniform
state policy in the sector of artistic educati@ndéfine directions for regulation of the legal
framework, to establish principles for elaboratmiuniform education criteria, to ensure
the provision of uniform plans and methods for stidi education, to establish
contemporary standards for improvement and upggadirthe logistic base, to ensure the
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creation of conditions for meeting staffing demamdultural sector, to bring the system of
artistic education in line with contemporary stamisa

483. In parallel with the implementation of the peiens set forth in the Concept Paper,
the adoption of the “National programme on the getibn of the rights of the child for
2004-2015" (Decision of the Government of the Réiputf Armenia No. 1745-N of 18
December 2003) was also important for organisatibmest, leisure and cultural life of
children. The following has been carried out to mie requirements of the above-
mentioned Concept Paper and Programme:

(&)  With a view to ensuring access to artistic etdanapoint 6 of Annex 2 of the
Decision of the Government of the Republic of AriaeNo. 589-N of 5 April 2007 “On
approving the programme of development of culture¢he Marzes of the Republic of
Armenia” envisages the measure “Creation of affblelaconditions for education of
children (provision of target state sponsorship diying priority to national music
instruments)”, for the realisation of which the Ngimy of Culture of the Republic of
Armenia has presented the draft Decision of theeBawent of the Republic of Armenia
“On reimbursement of tuition fees for teaching masl music instruments in music and
arts schools of the Republic of Armenia” (approwsdthe Decision of the Government of
the Republic of Armenia No. 1167-N of 11 Octobe®2p

484. Music and arts schools where departments @dradtmusic instruments function
and which have filed appropriate applications, hde=n included in the system of
reimbursement of tuition fees. Based on the priecipf uniform development, equal
amount of reimbursement was set for learners dafcdlbols. Initially, the provision of state
assistance was emphasised, as drastic decreaseeezaded in the number of students
enrolled in departments of national, wind and strinstruments; however, later on, other
principles for allocation of financial means wilk laken into account, such as specialist
demands, the scope of educational services rendgréide school, number of population
and students, etc, as well as the amount of inve#Brmade by the given community in the
school.

485. In 2007, reimbursement of tuition fees was joled to 1993 students from 134
schools of the Republic of Armenia. In the courde popogramme implementation,
departments of national music instruments have be@pened in a number of schools and
the list of the schools failing to file applicat®rhas been adjusted. Reimbursement of
tuition fees for study of national music instrungembt only provided an opportunity for
ensuring access to education, but also solved éaumwf problems at schools, such as
acquisition of new instruments and educationatdiigre, salary supplements for teachers,
etc. The programme implementation also derives fthencultural aspect of the Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper aimed at ensuring accessiucation for socially vulnerable
children.

486. In 2008, reimbursement of tuition fees was ged to 2,062 students of 139
schools of the Republic of Armenia.

487. In 2009, reimbursement of tuition fees is emyél to be provided not only for
students learning in departments of national mirstruments, but also in departments of
wind and string instruments. Of the total, 2,448lsnts of 142 schools are included in the
programme, of which 2,078 study in departments atfomal music instruments, 99 in
departments of string instruments and 266 in departs of wind instruments.

488. A data bank on gifted children of the RepublficArmenia has been established in
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Armeniahich contains data on 447 children
from around 97 music, arts and artistic school¥@fevan and Marzes of the Republic of
Armenia. The established data bank aims at mogeted implementation of programmes
intended for development and enhancement of ceeapacities of gifted children and
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adolescents. 41 children from artistic educationstitutions of border settlements are also
included in the data bank of gifted children of Bepublic of Armenia.

489. For the purpose of arrangement of methodolbgimaks, regional methodology

centres (branches of republican methodology cettaee been operating in 10 Marzes
since 2009, which are located at supporting schselscted for this purpose (one music,
arts and artistic school in each Marz, totally —stbools). Methodological works have
been arranged at supporting schools for all theoashof the given Marz, such as
introduction of curricula and subject programmesnsultation, exchange of advanced
experience, organisation of mastering and traindogirses. In 2009, free of charge
distribution of new teaching and methodology masiwaaid textbooks — published under
state support — among schools operating in the &anas continued.

Implementation of programmes aimed at organisatiorof rest and leisure

490. The following measures have been carried oubrganise rest and leisure of
children in an interesting way:

(@) For the purpose of developing artistic capasited gifted children and
organising their summer holidays in an interestimgy, child and adolescent creative
summer camp “Artutik” is arranged in the Creativeude of Composers in Dilijan, where
55 gifted children from 10 Marzes of the RepublicAomenia, as well as from Yerevan,
Artsakh and Javakhk have a rest and receive magteourses;

(b)  The main objective of the Programme for orgaigsaof educational trips
for children and adolescents to museums, art gedlerconcert and other cultural
organisations of the capital and administrative tremn of Marzes is to promote the
development of the outlook of children, their patid education, development of aesthetic
taste and communicating national arts and cultheitage. The Programme has been
implemented since 2008;

(c) The Programme for the development and enhandedieartistic capacities
of gifted children and adolescents in the MarzethefRepublic of Armenia aims at more
effective teaching of children — studying at musarts and artistic schools — of
professional educational programmes, at the dewsdop of their creative capacities
through mastering courses, as well as at the ingréation of the Programme of child and
adolescent cultural days of Marzes in the capalied “We and our Marz”.

491. Organising national and international contefgistivals, exhibitions for adolescent
creators and ensuring their participation therein:

(&) National contest of child and adolescent charusdled “Singing Armenia”,
at the initial selection stage of which childreeisoruses from all the Marzes (music and
general education schools) take part. The chordsekared as the best ones in Marzes
participate at the final stage of the contest oggghin the capital;

(b) “Republican contest of photographic at, which adolescent photographers
from Yerevan and Marzes of the Republic of Armguaaticipate;

(c) “Republican contest-exhibition of adolescentlisty, designers, design
engineers and architects”, which was first hel@®08 with participation of stylists from all
the Marzes. The contest-exhibition aims at fostereapacity building of adolescent
creators, at exchange of experience and at prewenid their works to the public.

For the purposes of revival of the cultural life Marzes, as well as for
deconcentration of cultural life from the capitalthe Marzes, the Ministry of Culture of
the Republic of Armenia organises a number of caltevents in the Marzes of the
Republic of Armenia. In particular, “Republican ¢est of puppet stocks” was first
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organised in Yerevan in 2005, in 2006 — in Geghaikuin 2006 — in Tavush, and in 2008
— in Lori. Puppet stocks not only from Yerevan dran the Marzes of the Republic of
Armenia, but also form Javakhk and Artsakh paréitgpin the festival. Almost 20 stocks
apply for participation in the festival every yehr Marzes, puppet shows are organised not
only in administrative centres, but also in ottewris and major settlements.

492. *“The 7th music festival of the national miniast of the Republic of Armenia”,
which was organised in Lori Marz in 2008 and présérthe culture, national songs and
dances of the national minorities residing in Arimagralso pursued the above-mentioned
purposes. Representatives (among them, childremdd) of 11 national unions residing in
the Republic of Armenia participated in the fedtiva

493. State assistance to socially vulnerable childned children with disabilities in the
sphere of specialised cultural training and aestleetucation:

(&) Due to the activities of the “Special Creativen@e for Children” SNCO
operating under the Ministry of Culture of the Rkl of Armenia, 470 children with
disabilities, deprived of parents and from sociallynerable families study arts and crafts
at five special boarding schools in Yerevan an@ dranches in Vanadzor. The Centre
provides children with materials and instrumeneefof charge, and they are awarded with
certificates after the completion of courses. Caiscand exhibitions are also organised;

(b) Due to the activities of the “Special Creativen@e for Juvenile Offenders”
SNCO operating (since 2007) under the Ministry oft@e of the Republic of Armenia,
arts and crafts trainings are organised for jueenifenders at penitentiary establishments
and outside. Currently, 90 children attend thentrgjs at the Centre. They are provided
with materials and instruments free of charge, #iey are awarded with certificates after
the completion of courses. Concerts and exhibitamesalso organised.

494. Target programmes for the development of olildrcinema and theatre:

(&) National contest of child and adolescent theatedled “Pomegranate seed”:
National Festival of child and adolescent theatralted “Pomegranate Seed” fosters the
development of child and adolescent theatres, db agethe identification of gifted
children, and encourages creative activity. Theitasis traditionally held for the eighth
time. In general, 30 children’s stocks from Yerevitarzes of the Republic of Armenia,
Artsakh and Javakhk participated in the first stagd 24 children’s stocks in the second
stage of the 2008 Festival. AlImost twenty thousapedctators have attended the festival
shows free of charge;

(b)  “Tumanyan Fairy Tale Day” International Puppéie@tre Festival in Dsegh:
It is already four years that this Festival is aiigad in the village of Dsegh of Lori Marz of
the Republic of Armenia. Altogether 14 stocks fralnmenia and foreign countries
participated in the Festival in 2008;

(c)  Shooting of children’s cartoonShooting of children’s cartoons promotes the
development of children’s cinema, patriotic edumatand widening of their outlook, as
well as the organisation of leisure and rest. Fdotm 5 cartoons are shot for children under
annual state assistance;

(d) Child and Adolescent Cinema and Animation Fedtivihe Festival is
planned to be held in 2009 for the first time. HKlmhot by adolescent authors from
Armenia and foreign countries will participate iretFestival.
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Cultural unions of Armenia

Children’s particip-
Type of the organisation ~ Description Total number  ation

Cultural centres of The objective — preserving cul-Exact number With Children’s
national minorities  tural identity of national minor- is unknown participation

ities
Creative unions The complete list is provided 14
Children’s creative Music, dance, fine art and dravkExact number With Children’s
unions ing departments is unknown participation
Art schools Music, drawing, dance and 46 6,748
theatre
Theatre of Young  There are drawing, dance, mu- With Children’s
Spectator sic and recitation groups in the participation
Theatre
Music schools for  Departments of various music 122 25,678
children instruments
Drawing schools Drawing, sculpture, fine art arzb 1,599

history of art

Special protection measures
(arts. 22, 30, 32-36, 37 (b)—(d), 38, 39 and 40)

Article 22

495. The Law of the Republic of Armenia “On refugessl asylum” adopted on 27
November 2008 regulates the relations pertaininght recognition of refugees and
granting of asylum, as well as ensures the appicadf the Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees of 1951 (hereinafter referreabttthe Convention”) and of its Protocol
of 1967 and recognises the right of any alien datbkess person to seek an asylum in the
territory of the Republic of Armenia and at staterder checkpoints of the Republic of
Armenia and to be granted an asylum therein, i§ tineet the necessary requirements for
granting an asylum as prescribed by law. In acearélavith the principles and norms of
international law, the Law also protects all aliemsl stateless persons from expulsion to
their country of citizenship or former place of panent residence and to any other country
where they would be in danger of being subjectedotture, inhuman or degrading
treatment.

496. Having regard to the rights of children andgharantees for the protection of such
rights, Article 7 of the Law prescribes that a spwwof a refugee granted an asylum in the
Republic of Armenia, his or her child under the afjeighteen as well as any person under
his or her custody shall also be considered refugee persons granted an asylum in the
Republic of Armenia, where they cohabitate with tbigee in the Republic of Armenia
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Artists’ Union of Armenia, Theatre Workers’ Uniodusic Company, Writer’'s Union
of Armenia, Union of Art of Dance Workers, UnionAift of Dance, Journalists’ Union, Architects’
Union, Union of Composers and Musicologists, DesighUnion, Cinematographers’ Union,
Armenian Association of Film Critics and Cinema Jalists, National Theatrical Creative Union,
Armenian Actors’ Union.
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and do not hold a citizenship, other than thathef tefugee, of another country providing
effective protection. Parents of the child recogdiss a refugee and granted an asylum in
the Republic of Armenia, his or her siblings unter age of eighteen, as well as siblings
above the age of eighteen who have no active lesyzécity are also considered refugees
and are granted an asylum in the Republic of Armemihere they cohabitate in the
Republic of Armenia with the child holding a refegstatus and do not hold a citizenship,
other than that of the child, of another state jaliog effective protection.

497. Article 8 of the Law states that a minor with accompanying person or separated
from the family shall be an asylum-seeker or age&with no legal representative (parents
or parent, guardian, curator) in the Republic oimAnia. General asylum procedures
provided for by this Law are applied to a minorhwito accompanying person or separated
from the family, unless otherwise provided for histLaw and other laws of the Republic
of Armenia. Minors with no accompanying person @parated from the family shall have
the rights equal to those of asylum-seekers orgesfs, unless otherwise provided for by
this Law and other laws of the Republic of Armenide authorised body shall assist a
minor with no accompanying person or separated fitmenfamily to be placed and cared
for in the manner prescribed by the legislatiortief Republic of Armenia, as well as to
exercise all the rights established by the led@hadf the Republic of Armenia. All state
authorities, as prescribed by law, that deal with issues of minor asylum-seekers or
refugees with ho accompanying person, shall, hareggrd to the particular state of minor
asylum-seekers with no accompanying person or aggghifrom the family and, to the
utmost extent, taking into consideration their iagts, assist them within the scope of their
powers. Based on the above-mentioned provision,umber of articles define the
obligations of the authorised bodies; in particulas soon as the authorised body of
migration affairs receives an application for ginagitan asylum by a minor asylum-seeker
with no accompanying person and separated fronfethdy, it shall refer to the authorised
body of labour and social affairs, and, where appabe, to the divisions for the protection
of children, to arrange the placement of and carenfinor and disabled asylum-seekers
with no accompanying person and separated fronfatimdy (Article 34); the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs, upon the motion of thth@rised body and in co-operation with
guardianship authorities and the divisions for gretection of children, arranges the
placement of and care for minor asylum-seekers with accompanying person and
separated from the family (Article 38); the Ministof Education and Science takes
measures to implement the right to education diuasyseekers in the Republic of Armenia
and the refugees granted an asylum in the Repabkemenia. Upon the application of a
guardianship authority, the Ministry of EducatiamdaScience settles the issue of entrance
of a minor asylum-seeker with no accompanying peestwd separated from the family and
of refugees granted an asylum, to an educatiorsitition (Article 39); guardianship
authorities, upon the motion of the authorised botiyabour and social affairs or of the
divisions for the protection of children, arrangédthin the territory of their community, the
issue of appointment of a guardian or a curator &ominor asylum-seeker with no
accompanying person and separated from the fanitticle 41); the divisions for the
protection of children, in co-operation with guanaship authorities, arrange the placement
of and care for minor asylum-seekers with no acamygimg person or separated from the
family (Article 42).

498. Article 50 of the Law provides guarantees foinan asylum-seekers with no

accompanying person or separated from the familgcicordance with which in case of a
minor asylum-seeker (asylum-seekers) with no acemyipg person or separated from the
family (hereinafter referred to as “the minor asgigeeker(s) with no accompanying
person”), the authorised body shall instantly infothe authorised body of labour and
social affairs to support in the appointment ofuarglian (curator) for the minor asylum-
seekers with no accompanying person. The autholiedg shall undertake the tracing of
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the child’s parents or other relatives for the jmsep of reunification of the family, except
for the cases when the tracing and reunificatianrat in the child’s best interests. The
authorised body of labour and social affairs, jgintith the divisions for the protection of

children, initiates the process of the placementth&f minor asylum-seekers with no
accompanying person and of the appointment of adgara When placing the child, the
guardianship authorities of the Republic of Armesiill, in the best interests of children,
ensure the co-habitation of the minor asylum-seekeat are members of one family. The
guardian(s) is (are) obliged to duly representititerests of the minor asylum-seeker(s)
with no accompanying person in the course of thduas proceedings. The authorised
body shall not take any action in the course of #sglum proceedings without the

participation of the guardian and shall ensure that interview is held in the manner
prescribed by law at the presence of the latted, the official conducting it shall have

necessary knowledge and skills for work with minodd the officials engaged in the

asylum proceedings of the minor asylum-seeker nittaccompanying person shall always
act in the best interests of the child.

499. As aresult of the war unleashed by Azerbdiariolent suppression of the right to

self-determination of the people of Nagorno-Kardhathe number of refugee children

amounted to almost 70,000 as of 1997. Below, in&tion is provided about refugees by
number, gender, age, education, disability, housorgitions, allowance beneficiaries and
employment. Since 2000, as a result of the natatidin process, the current number of
refugees has reached up to 4,000 including theynassived.

500. The Republic of Armenia has continuously puisaepolicy of comprehensive
integration of refugees, including minor refugeas) society. As of 2008, 82,000 refugees
were granted the nationality of the Republic of &ma.
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Information on refugees fled from Azerbaijan in 198-1992 by Marzes as of 1997

Number Gender Age Education Housing conditions Alowances
Temporarily Higher and other
Marzes People absent  Total Male  Female Under16  16-60than 60 Higher Disabled permanent Temporary = means Employed
Yerevan 72 107 2219118976 33766 38341 15142 35332 21633 4 326 2812 61128 909733890 15237
Aragatsotn 9 236 642 2368 4063 5173 1662 4433 3141 297 351 8 359 877 5607 1733
Ararat 61 204 9714 14928 27077 34 127 13290 31486 16428 2543 2 682 52 398 88060417 10427
Armavir 27 216 8820 69 787 11 893 15 323 4681 13477 9058 1 006 1051 23780 3436 45833 5175
Gegharkunik 35 028 4600 8203 15517 16 511 7253 17339 10436 1331 1476 30494 45346 642 5718
Lori 22 384 3846 5317 9222 13 162 4387 11482 6515 1365 889 19 221 3163 830 144 492
Kotayk 38725 6122 9633 16961 21 764 8248 19905 10572 2439 1704 31942 6 7835 251 8 050
Shirak 5251 675 1281 2278 2973 1092 2609 1550 357 241 4 468 783 2412 1370
Syunik 18 687 4424 5190 7586 11101 4260 9398 5029 1046 434 17 440 1247 9126 4713
Vayots Dzor 6 142 637 1574 2419 3723 1405 3097 1640 264 127 5749 393 2715 1407
Tavush 15 348 3736 2584 6520 8 828 3960 5549 5839 592 338 14 032 1316 6538 0285
Total 311 328 65407 77032 137302 174026 65380 15410849 15 566 12 105 269 011 42 317 146 204 59 930
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Article 30

501. The issue of ensuring the rights of nationalanities is constantly at the centre of
attention of the Government of the Republic of Anmae More details about measures and
actions undertaken by the Republic of Armenia maydund in the Fifth and Sixth (joint)
Periodic National Report of the Republic of Armerda the Implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of Bbrms of Racial Discrimination and in
the Second and Third (joint) Periodic Report of tRepublic of Armenia on
Implementation of the UN International CovenantGivil and Political Rights.

Article 32

502. Article 257 of the Labour Code establishes gmmsons under eighteen years of age
may not be involved in performing: (1) heavy wolR) manufacture work involving
possible exposure to agents which are toxic, cagenic, or hazardous to the health, (3)
work involving possible exposure to ionising raitiat (4) work involving a high risk of
accidents or occupational diseases, as well as wWarkperformance of which requires a
high level of caution and experience. The list eavy and harmful jobs is established by
the Government of the Republic of Armenia. Undew meonomic conditions, however, it
is necessary that relevant safeguards are setrfploged minors in order to protect them
from exploitation.

Structure of employed population by groups

People in thousands

Average annual 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Employed, total 1081.7 1097.8 1092.4 1101.5 1117.6
Of which:

Working minors 3.0 25 15 1.8 11
Share in the total, %

Working minors 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1

503. The Labour and Employment Department of th& 8fahe Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia presentin® Draft Law of the Republic of
Armenia “On Employment and Social Protection in €af Unemployment” to the
Government of the Republic of Armenia, which pragdor better chances of employment
for children having attained the age of employmeho are deprived of parental care and
for persons deemed to be children deprived of pareare.

In particular, after being registered as unemploipgdnore than 6 months (instead
of the one-year term, as previously in force) thalf be considered as persons having
trouble finding employment and as job seekers wnablfind employment under equal
opportunities in the job market; the State Employt8ervice develops and conducts
specialised training and salary reimbursement pogres aimed at assisting in finding a
job.

504. Articles 144 (3) and 148 (3) of the Labour Cofléhe Republic of Armenia prohibit
engagement of employees below the age of eighteesvertime and night time work,
respectively.
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(&)  According to Article 149 of the Labour Code lbétRepublic of Armenia:

0] “Persons under eighteen years of age may noagmointed to duty at an
organisation or at home”;

(i)  According to Article 140 of the Labour Code tife Republic of Armenia,
shorter work hours shall be set for: employees ffounteen to sixteen years of age
— 24 hours per week, and employees from sixteegighteen years of age — 36
hours per week.

505. Article 153 provides that employees under eightyears of age who work for more
than four hours must be granted an additional bofadt least 30 minutes to rest during
their work hours.

506. Pursuant to Article 154 of the Labour CodehefRepublic of Armenia, the duration
of daily uninterrupted rest time of employees frimarteen to sixteen years of age must be
at least 14 hours, and not less than 12 hoursdmops from sixteen to eighteen years of
age, and must fall within the time range of 10:08.pto 6:00 a.m. Article 155 (7) of the
Code provides that persons under eighteen yeaageofmust be provided with at least two
rest days per week.

507. Pursuant to Article 164 of the Code, employeeter the age of eighteen shall, after
six months of uninterrupted work at an organisatios entitled to choose the time of the
annual leave.

The right of a child to allowance

508. According to pension legislation of the Republi Armenia, the following pensions
are assigned for and paid to children:

(@) Disability pension is granted to a child recagui as disabled by the Medical
and Social Expertise body, for the whole periodis&bility;

(b)  Pension for the loss of a breadwinner is grataetie child, brother, sister, or
grandchild of a deceased bread-winner not havitadnad the age of eighteen; in the case
of the brother, sister, or grandchild of the breimthar, the pension is granted if they do not
have parents capable of work and are unemployed.

509. In case a student attending an educationdiutish full-time (during daytime) loses
a breadwinner, s/he is entitled to a pension gnéitluation from the educational institution,
but before attaining twenty-three years of age.

510. Provisions on pension in the case of losingeadwinner also apply to the family of
the deceased person.

511. A minor receiving a pension for having lostradawinner shall maintain the right
thereto in case of adoption.

512. Children staying at an orphanage shall be [B&# of the pension. Prior to

attainment of maturity by the child, the pensionoants are deposited to the account
opened for the child specially for that purposethe manner established by the state
administration body authorized in the sphere ofspmars and are paid to the child within
one month of the day s/he reaches maturity.

513. The pensions are granted irrespective of tha@reg and means of the child and the
persons responsible for keeping the child.

514. In case of losing the breadwinner, the pensiguaid to one of the family’s adults
capable of work, as well as to a minor member lentito dispose of the earnings of the
family by law, or to the guardian.
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515. A child having attained the age of fourteereigitled to receive the pension in
person.

Article 33

516. According to Article 24 of the Criminal CodetbE Republic of Armenia, a person
who has attained the age of sixteen when commitimgffence shall be held criminally
liable. Part 2 of the same Article provides theenffes for which minors aged fourteen to
sixteen may be held liable; according to part Biimor may be held criminally liable for
stealing or extorting narcotic drugs or psychotcapibstances.

517. The previous text of the Criminal Code ascritiability for the use of narcotic
drugs without prescription of a physician. Yet igiive amendments dated 26 May 2008
repealed Article 271 which prescribed liability fidre use of narcotic drugs without the
prescription of a physician. Instead, the Admirittte Offences Code of the Republic of
Armenia was supplemented by Article 441, which ides liability for the use of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances without presmniptf a physician. The mentioned
Article also provides that a person who voluntagpplies to a relevant medical institution
for medical aid, as a result of use of narcoticgdrand psychotropic substances without
prescription of a physician, is exempted from adstiative liability for the offence as
provided for by the mentioned Article. Likewiseegtitlicit circulation of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances with no intention of tckifig was decriminalised and
administrative liability was ascribed thereto.

518. Persons who have attained the age of fourtéem wommitting an offence shall be
held criminally liable for stealing or extortion ofrcotic drugs or psychotropic substances
(Article 269).

519. According to statistics provided by the Polmethe Republic of Armenia, the
following cases of use of narcotic drugs withouéesaription of a physician have been
recorded and registered.

Period Number of recorded cases Registered minors
2004 3 cases 1
2005 4 cases 3
2006 3 cases 0
2007 2 cases 0
2008 6 cases 5

520. It should be mentioned that drug addiction agnominors is not an issue requiring
urgent attention in Armenia. Nevertheless, in lvith Article 33 of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, preventive work against therégmse of drug addiction among
schoolchildren and students is under the constéertaon of the Police of the Republic of
Armenia.

521. Police officers of the Police of the Republicdomenia in charge of minors’ affairs
attach special importance to the prevention ofarsk trafficking of narcotic drugs among
minors. For this purpose, police officers in chaofeninors’ affairs pay regular inspection
visits to relevant administrative districts, secarnydschools, educational institutions, and
residential neighbourhoods and hold educationasemtions on such topics as “Drug
Addiction and Minors”, “The Dangers of Drug Addimti”, and relevant topics in order to
help minors to the make right choices.
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522. The Government of the Republic of Armenia hapreved the “National
Programme on Combating Drug Addiction and lllicitafficking in Narcotic Drugs in the
Republic of Armenia for Years 2009-2012", which limes a number of preventive
measures.

Article 34

523. Article 132 bis (2) of the Criminal Code of tiRepublic of Armenia ascribes
liability for involving a person not having attathehe age of eighteen in prostitution or
other forms of sexual exploitation.

524. According to Criminal Code of the Republic ofrfenia, rape, as well as other
violent actions of a sexual nature, against a misquunished by imprisonment for four to
ten years (Article 138 (2) (3), Article 139 (2) 33exual intercourse or actions of a sexual
nature with a person obviously below the age dake by a person having attained the age
of eighteen is punished by a fine in the amouni@d-fold to 200-fold of the minimum
wage or by imprisonment for a maximum term of tveans (Article 141 of the Criminal
Code of the Republic of Armenia); committing leahss actions towards a person
obviously below the age of sixteen is punished lfipein the amount of 200-fold to 400-
fold of the minimum wage or by imprisonment for aximum term of two years (Article
142).

525. Committing actions under Chapter 18 — whiclaldihes crimes against sexual
inviolability and sexual freedom (rape — Article8l3siolent actions of a sexual nature —
Article 139, compelling to actions of a sexual maty Article 140) — against minors is
considered as aggravating circumstances. Alsog¢larii41 provides a fine in the amount of
100-fold to 250-fold of the minimum wage or impnigoent for a maximum term of two
years for engaging in sexual intercourse or actiohs sexual nature with a person
obviously below the age of sixteen by a personrwaittained the age of eighteen, in the
absence of elements of the offences provided fériitles 138, 139, or 140 of the Code.
Article 142 ascribes liability for committing leatous actions towards a person obviously
below the age of sixteen.

526. According to statistics provided by the Poliddhe Republic of Armenia, 53 cases
of offences against sexual inviolability and sexineédom of minors have been registered
in the territory of the Republic of Armenia in 2QG8it of which: 15 cases of rape (Article
138 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Arméni& attempts of rape (Articles 34-138
of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia)c8ses of violent actions of a sexual
nature (Article 139 of the Criminal Code of the Bblic of Armenia); 27 cases of
committing actions of a sexual nature with a pefselow the age of sixteen (Article 141 of
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia); 4es of lecherous actions (Article 142 of
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Armenia).

527. The Police of the Republic of Armenia is enghge measures to prevent
prostitution among minors, although it is not agkascale problem in Armenia. In 2008,
only six minors were registered by the Police & Republic of Armenia for involvement
in prostitution. Relevant work is being carried with such minors.

528. Continuous improvements in the social and ewindields in recent years and

targeted programmes undertaken have contributeddecrease in the number of tramps
and beggars among minors. Also, a gradual deciaake number of children engaged in
begging is registered as a result of complex amEs/iand cooperative efforts between
interested ministries and international and nonegomental organisations.
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529. Thus, the number of minor beggars in 1997 wasiral 300, while the number
decreased to 15 in 2008.

530. The Police of the Republic of Armenia undertalgeventive measures against
prostitution. In this regard, wide-scale cooperati® established with non-governmental
organisations, especially with those engaged irptbéection of women rights. A series of
documentaries on the issue of migrant prostitutimve been prepared, and relevant
analyses have been published. Crimes connectedweithen have always been under the
special attention of the police. All possible measuare undertaken for subjecting pimps
and offenders to liability. Prostitution among misand all types of offences connected
with them are at the centre of attention of theqgeol

531. For the prevention of prostitution among min@ice officers carry out numerous
preventive measures, including inspection visitgetings with school teachers and
representatives of parent committees. In this tggarclose eye is kept on minors from
socially vulnerable families. Students of speci@haols are under the permanent
supervision of the police, etc.

532. As prostitutes are considered to be a risk gfou spreading sexually transmitted
disease (STD), they are admitted by the Policehto Republican Dermatovenerologic
Dispensary of the Republic of Armenia, where theylergo examination and receive
appropriate treatment in case of necessity undég-grrovided programmes.

533. In 2008, six minors have been documented fostjtution. Article 179 bis of the
Administrative Offences Code of the Republic of A&mia ascribes administrative liability
for prostitution (punished by a fine in the amooh0 to 50% of the minimum wage for
persons aged between sixteen to eighteen).

534. Homosexuality or violent actions of a sexualiremagainst the will of the victim, by
use or threat to use violence against her/him beroperson or through the use of the
victim’s helpless position is punished by 3 to Gngeof imprisonment. The same actions
committed (1) by a group of people, (2) againstuio&im or other person with particular
cruelty, (3) against a minor, (4) having negliggrdhused the death of the victim or other
grave consequences, (5) by a person previoushhgaommitted offences provided for in
Articles 138 and 139 of the Criminal Code of thepRaic of Armenia are punished by four
to ten years of imprisonment. Acts provided by parand 2 of Article 139 of the Criminal
Code that have been committed against a victimvbéhe age of fourteen are punished by
eight to fifteen years of imprisonment.

535. The Police of the Republic of Armenia closebppgerates with non-governmental
organisations engaged in the elimination of isafesexual abuse and violence. Day-to-day
efforts are made to prevent and reveal cases ofsabuse. The Police of the Republic of
Armenia also cooperates with the Women'’s Rightst@emvhich has set up an Emergency
Shelter for assisting girls subjected to violenod sexual abuse. At the Emergency Shelter,
victims are provided with free accommodation anadfo psychological and legal
consultancy, social and medical aid. Also, a 24rl@hildren’s Support Centre operates for
minor girls that were subjected to violence anduséxbuse, where they receive assistance
by police officers, a psychologist, physician, aadial worker. It should be mentioned that
prostitution does not entail criminal liability vedthe Criminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia and is not prosecuted, yet the offendees sabject to administrative liability
pursuant to Article 179 bis of the Administrativeffémces Code of the Republic of
Armenia (punished by a fine in the amount of 26@86 of the minimum wage for persons
aged between sixteen to eighteen). Prostitutedeasted for STDs and HIV/AIDS under
free state-provided programmes and, in case tpsisitive, receive free treatment.

536. Since 2003, the exploitative use of personsrastitution as well as trafficking are
prosecuted under the Criminal Code of the Repubfidrmenia. Reintegration of and
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assistance to victims is mainly carried out throngh-governmental organisations with the
support of the Police of the Republic of Armenial am cooperation with the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs. Persons having been geddn an offence where there is a
possibility of STD transmission are admitted to tBexually Transmitted Diseases
Dispensary, where they undergo medical examinatioger state-provided programmes
(including HIV/AIDS testing) and receive appropedteatment. Foreign nationals that are
victims of human exploitation (trafficking) are aitied to non-governmental organisations,
where they are provided with shelter and appropriatre. The rights of victims of human
exploitation (trafficking) are being protected. Viere not arrested or detained if they have
not committed an act prosecuted under the CrimDadle. They are not arrested or
detained even when they engaged in prostitutiomgurafficking, and committed, against
their will and compulsorily, offences such as tlse wf false documents, the crossing of a
border with false documents, etc. In this proc#fss,Police of the Republic of Armenia
cooperates closely with all interested bodies.

537. It should be mentioned that certain improvemsédrtve been made in dealing with
children on the street as well. Due to cooperatith different international and local
organisations, Armenia has shown a drastic redudtidhe number of vagrant juveniles.

538. Through the cooperation of the Police of theukdic of Armenia and Project
Harmony international non-governmental organisatimainings on various legal topics,
including violence, are held in general educatiohosls with the direct participation of
teachers and police officers and through interactdaching, enabling minors to learn and
get to know their rights and obligations and bec@ware of the legislative framework in
force in the Republic of Armenia.

539. Measures aimed at the prevention of violenae wadertaken and were covered by
mass media. TV programs and news conferences werkand held with the participation
of bodies and organisations responsible for theeron of violence, and relevant articles
were published.

540. A joint regional consultancy meeting was heldrbilisi, Georgia in October 2009
within the project of “Cooperation Against the Aluand Neglect of a Child”, in which
representatives of the governments of Armenia, Baigan, and Georgia, as well as of
“Arevamanuk” (Armenia), “Public Health Developmeifoundation” (Georgia), and
“Trustworthy Future” (Azerbaijan) non-governmentagjanisations participated.

541. The process of reforms and the results of agleactivity in the system of child
protection were presented during the discussiore discussions touched upon cases of
violence against children, certain tendencies weltgpment, as well as actions aimed at the
prevention and elimination of the problem; also,edfic cases were analysed,
contemporary and effective solutions of the isseeewpresented. Fostering an atmosphere
of intolerance among the public was highlightechasmportant element in combating the
problem of violence against children, and inteestaboperation in addressing issues of
abuse and neglect of a child was emphasized.

Article 36

542. Information concerning the abovementioned lartis covered in the section
concerning Article 4 of the Convention.
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Article 37 (b)—(d)

543. A Subdivision on Juvenile Affairs operates unttee Police of the Republic of
Armenia, the main objective of which is to prevenhors from committing antisocial acts
and to contribute to forming a person useful toietyc The Subdivision on Juvenile
Matters is comprised of 250 employees who work walkyrant minors, truants, as well as
minors having committed crimes and various violadi@f law. The unit's operations cover
1,473 schools. Since 2000, the Police of the Répudfl Armenia is actively engaged in
reforms introduced in the field of children’s righprotection. Work is carried out daily for
the timely identification of children on the wrotigack and for putting them back on the
right one, for the detection of adults having aateg influence on their children or those
inducing children to a crime of beggary; also, ediomal presentations are held at schools
on various legal topics.

544. As a result of wide-scale preventive work eatrout in recent years, positive shifts

are noticed in the figures for crimes committedjiyeniles. In comparing the number of

crimes committed by minors for the past ten yeangduction both in number of cases and
that of juvenile offenders is noticed. A reductianobserved in the overall number of

crimes, as well as in the number of cases of gcavees committed by minors.

Year Minors subjected to criminal liability Numberddcumented offences
1997 675 741
1998 479 589
1999 472 588
2000 414 610
2001 538 611
2002 408 587
2003 361 553
2004 383 557
2005 356 511
2006 395 506
2007 366 563
2008 282 536

545. In recent years, notable developments in ahilgrrights protection are observed in
the judicial system, reflected in the judgments enag courts. In this regard, it is worth
mentioning the Court of Cassation’s examinatioradfions on enforcing or altering the
decisions adopted by the Guardianship and Curap@bmmission, where, in rendering
its judgments, the Court of Cassation was guidedhey provisions of the Convention
concerning the best interests of the child.

Article 38

546. There has never been a practice of recruitimgoms to military service in the
Republic of Armenia. The age of conscription isatet 8.
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Article 39
Psychological recovery and social reintegration

547. Malicious evasion by the parent from providewgirt-ordered means of subsistence
to a child or to one’s child below the age of egght incapable of work for more than three
months is a criminally punishable act (Article 10f3he Criminal Code).

548. Articles 165 and 166 of the Criminal Code of tRepublic of Armenia ascribe
criminal liability for involving a minor in the comission of an offence or of antisocial
actions (regular use of alcoholic beverages, noditaé use of drastic or other soporific
substances, prostitution, vagrancy or beggary, aotmected with the preparation of
pornographic materials or objects). Article 262 ¢8the Criminal Code of the Republic of
Armenia ascribes liability for involving in prosiiion a person who has not attained the
age of eighteen, through the exploitive use of quaison.

Article 40

549. Chapter 50 of the Criminal Procedure Code ®Rbkpublic of Armenia provides the
specifics of proceedings on juvenile cases. 2. pileeedure of proceedings on juvenile
cases is regulated by the general rules of theiorestt Code, as well as by the articles of
Chapter 50. The legal representative of a juvesilspect or accused participates in the
examination of cases on juvenile delinquenciesi¢kxtd11).

550. Article 205 bis of the Criminal Procedure Cogeescribes the duration of
interrogation; according to part 1 of the Artickae interrogation may not exceed four
consecutive hours, and that of a minor as wellf@sperson suffering from mental or other
serious disease may not exceed two consecutive.hour

551. According to Article 138 (3) of Criminal Proaed Code of the Republic of
Armenia, the detention term in pre-trial criminabpeedings may not exceed two months,
except for cases provided for by the Code; part the same article provides that the term
of holding the accused in detention in pre-triabgaeding, taking into consideration the
particular complexity of the case, may be extendpdto six months by court, and in
exceptional cases, when the person is chargedangftave or particularly grave crime, up
to 12 months.

552. Article 267 of the Criminal Code of the Repualf Armenia prescribes punishment
for the violation of the rules of manufacturing,qaging, storing, recording, releasing,
transferring or delivering narcotic drugs or psyichpic substances, as well as of
substances, equipments, or instruments used foufargtaring thereof and placed under
special control; Article 268 of the Code prescripagsishment for the illicit manufacturing,

processing, acquiring, storing, transferring orivéging narcotic drugs or psychotropic
substances without the purpose of realising thereof

553. Article 269 of the Criminal Code ascribes criali liability for persons having
attained the age of fourteen for stealing or eitgrtnarcotic drugs or psychotropic
substances.

554. The legal representative of a witness not lpeittained the age of fourteen, and,
upon the permission of the body conducting the ic@in proceedings, the legal
representative of an older minor, shall have tgbtrio know that the person represented by
her/him has been summoned to the body conductiagctiminal proceedings and to
participate in the investigative operation or otpescedural actions by accompanying the
minor.
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555. By participating in the investigative operatmnother procedural actions, the legal
representative of the witness has rights and diidiga as prescribed by Article 87 of the
Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Armenia.

556. The minor witness or minor victim, irrespectioé age, may be interrogated
provided that s/he may provide information relevianthe case.

557. In the Republic of Armenia, criminal proceedirsipall be conducted in Armenian as
provided by Article 15 of Criminal Procedure Codetlee Republic of Armenia. During
criminal proceedings, each person, except for tlelybconducting the criminal
proceedings, shall have the right to express has#iif in the language s/he has a command
of. By the decision of a body conducting the criahiproceedings, persons participating in
criminal proceedings who do not have a command hef language of the criminal
proceedings shall be provided with the possibiityexercising all their rights provided by
the Criminal Procedure Code through the assistarican interpreter free of charge.
Relevant persons lacking command of the languageriafinal proceedings shall be
provided with the certified copies of documentsjsabto provision, as provided by this
Code, in the language they have a command of. Dentsmin other languages shall be
attached to a criminal case with their Armeniamgtations.

558. The legislature has attached special importémdlee interrogation of a deaf, mute,

or blind witness and has established the followifidgie interrogation of a deaf, mute, or

blind witness shall be conducted with the partitigpa of an interpreter understanding

her/his signs or capable of communicating with Hiex/by means of signs. A note on the
participation of the interpreter shall be madehe protocol”. In case the witness has a
mental or other serious disease, the interrogaifothe witness shall be conducted upon
permission and with the participation of a doctarticle 208 of the Criminal Procedure

Code).

559. A minor witness may be interrogated in the abseof the defendant by motion of
the parties or by initiative of the court, when esgary for the complete, comprehensive,
and impartial examination of the circumstanceshef tase. The testimony of the minor
witness is made available to the defendant after séturns to the courtroom, and s/he is
given the opportunity of addressing questions tehswitness and giving testimony
concerning the information provided by the witneBse witness under the age of sixteen
shall be removed from the courtroom after her/higrrogation is over, except for cases
when the court, by motion of a party or by its oimitiative, considers as necessary the
further presence of such witness (Article 341 ef @riminal Procedure Code).

560. Article 440 of the Criminal Procedure Code fdeg that apart from the
circumstances subject to approval in all casegenile cases the following is be clarified
with regard to the minor:

(&) Age of the minor (day, month, and year of birth)
(b)  Conditions of life and upbringing;
(c)  Condition of health and general development.

561. According to Article 443 of the Criminal Proced Code, the court, upon delivering
a judgment and arriving at a conclusion that a mmay be rectified without recourse to
criminal punishment measures, may exempt the mfnam punishment and impose
compulsory measures of a disciplinary nature aghieshim.

562. The difference between compulsory measuressoiptinary nature and punishment
is that the former do not entail a conviction ame applied with regard to minors. As a
general rule, compulsory measures of disciplinaature may be applied only with regard
to persons not having attained maturity (persongtéen to eighteen years of age).
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Compulsory measures of disciplinary nature areedisn Article 91(2) of the Criminal
Code.

563. Imposing remand detention against a juveniipect or accused as a measure of
restraint is permitted solely where s/he is imgldafor committing a crime of medium
gravity, grave, or particularly grave crimes (Algi@42 of the Criminal Procedure Code).

564. Pursuant to Article 148 (1) of the Criminal &&dure Code, placing under
supervision shall mean to place upon the parenexdipns, trustees of the juvenile suspect
or accused, or the administration of closed chélleentres where such juvenile suspect or
accused is kept, the obligation of ensuring the@rdoehaviour of the suspect or accused,
her/his appearance upon the summons of the bodjucting criminal proceeding, and the
fulfilment of other procedural obligations.

565. Such obligation may be placed upon the pammpgrsons surrogating them through
marriage or family law provisions and through Agi®2 (2) of the Criminal Code.

566. Pursuant to Article 448 (2) of Criminal ProcedllCode, in case placing under
supervision, as a measure of restraint, is appbed juvenile, the body conducting the
criminal proceedings familiarises the minor's paseguardians, trustees, representative of
the administration of the closed child care cemtitn the decision made, and provides a
copy of the decision, familiarises them with thextemt of suspicion or charge, explains to
them their rights, obligations, and responsibilityich is documented in the protocol.

567. Parents, guardians, trustees have the rigtefage to perform supervision over the
juvenile suspect or accused. For failure to perftnair obligations, the persons who have
assumed the obligation to supervise are liable@gged by law.

568. The suspect, the accused, their counsels gadl Hepresentatives, other interested
participants of the proceedings may appeal thesidetiof the investigator and the
investigative body on applying, or changing, a measof restraint to the relevant
prosecutor, and the decision of prosecutor mayppealed to a superior prosecutor.

569. The court decision on applying, or rejectingneasure of restraint in the course of
pre-trial proceeding, or on extending, or rejectithg term of applying remand detention as
a measure of restraint may be appealed to the ©@béppeals (Article 150 of the Criminal
Procedure Code).

570. The procedure for the proceedings on caseppfiag compulsory measures of
medical nature is defined by the general rulesfatidles 450, 451, 454, 456 of Chapter 52
of the Criminal Procedure Code.

571. Compulsory measures of medical nature are iethby the court on such persons
who have committed an act prohibited by criminat la a state of insanity and where such
persons continue to be dangerous for the societtic{& 450 of the Criminal Procedure
Code).

572. The pre-trial preparation of materials for sase applying compulsory measures of
medical nature are carried out in the form of dimieary investigation, and the decision

on instituting proceedings on the imposition of gasory measures of a medical nature is
made by an investigator or a prosecutor. The cdutesgal representative, the person
against whom proceedings on applying compulsorysomes of a medical nature have been
instituted, except for cases when her/his menttksbbstructs her/his participation, may
participate in investigative operations. In caspesson — against whom proceedings on
applying compulsory measures of medical nature heen instituted — cannot participate
in case proceedings due to her/his mental stageintrestigator or prosecutor draws up a
protocol on this matter, which is sent to the juflgeresolving the issue of recognising the
relevant person as incapable of work (Article 45ihe Criminal Procedure Code).
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573. The participation of the counsel is compulsémym the moment of instituting
proceedings on applying compulsory measures of eakdiature; in the cases of those
persons against whom compulsory measures of medtate have been instituted, close
relatives or the representative of the medicalitintgn where the person is located
participate in such cases as a legal representaivéne decision of the investigator,
prosecutor, or court — (Article 455 of the Crimiffabcedure Code).

574. A person against whom proceedings on applyomgpalsory measures of medical
nature are instituted enjoys all the rights of amused. Such person has the right,
depending on the degree and nature of illnesspéavkvhich socially dangerous act s/he is
implicated of, to have counsel, give clarificatipnsubmit evidence, participate in
investigative operations upon permission of theegtigator, acquaint her/himself with
protocols of investigative operations s/he has rtakart in, make comments on the
completeness and accurateness of protocols, fiklonand challenges, familiarise with
all materials of the case after the conclusiorhef¢ase proceedings and make any records
without limitation of their volume, receive a copy the decision on referring the case to
the court for applying compulsory measures of mediature, participate in trial, examine
the evidence, familiarise with protocols of courssion and make comments (Article 456
of the Criminal Procedure Code).

575. Article 21 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia declares that “the person
charged with a criminal offence shall be presumsab¢ent until proven guilty in the
manner prescribed by law by a court judgment edter® legal force”. This article of the
Constitution declares the presumption of innocemdgch reflects not the opinion of one
or the other person presiding the case but an timp&rgal status, and is mandatory for all
state bodies and officials who do not have thetrigttreat the accused as someone guilty
would be treated, in the manner prescribed by l&ecording to Article 18, the
presumption of innocence is considered to be tihe obcriminal procedure legislation of
any civilised state and has been established nptim#érticle 18 of the Criminal Procedure
Code, but also in the Universal Declaration of Hanfights and Fundamental Freedoms
and Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

576. Article 16 of the Constitution of the Repubdit Armenia establishes that everyone
has a right to freedom and inviolability. No oneyniee arrested or searched except in the
manner prescribed by law. A person may be detaimdyl by the decision of court in the
manner prescribed by law. The state guaranteesabdom and personal inviolability of a
person. According to Article 170 of the CriminabPedure Code, each person has the right
to protect her/his personal and family life fromlawful interference and her/his honour
and good repute from infringement. Information argonal or family life of a person, as
well as other data of personal nature, shall natddected, stored, used, and disseminated
when conducting procedural actions, unless negessaon demand of court, investigative
body, investigator, prosecutor, the participantsnetstigative and judicial operations are
obliged not to publicise the information referredabove, for which they sign a gag order.
Evidences concerning the intimate aspects of patsmrfamily life shall be examined in a
closed court hearing upon demand of those persartiipating in criminal procedure,
whose personal or family life secret is under dangebeing publicised. Violation of
personal or family privacy results in liability m&ibed by law, and the damage caused to
the person as a result thereof is subject to cosgtem in the manner prescribed by law.

577. In accordance with the international treati€she Republic of Armenia, every
convict has a right to apply to interstate bodies the protection of human rights and
freedoms, if all the measures of legal protectiooviged for by criminal procedure
legislation have been exhausted (Article 103 ofChieninal Procedure Code).

578. For committing a crime, the following numbemaihors were taken to the Police of
the Republic of Armenia: 395 in 2005, 366 in 208@d 282 in 2008. Nevertheless, during
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a year only 30 to 40 juveniles serve a senteng@vimile prison, whereas work with others
is carried out without depriving of liberty, at thplaces of residence. All juveniles having
committed a crime are provided with the assistari@n attorney.

579. Within the framework of the National Programamethe Protection of Rights of the
Child, the Police of the Republic of Armenia, tdggt with Project Harmony and with
funding of the Department of State of the USA, Basup six Community Rehabilitation
Centres in Yerevan, Vanadzor, Gyumri, Alaverdiy$ie and Chambarak, which play a
major role in the reintegration of juveniles. Sir@06, 356 minors having demonstrated
antisocial behaviour and having committed offeneese referred to the centres from
police departments, schools and communities, 328hi¢h agreed to cooperate with the
centres, for which agreements of rehabilitationvéets were executed with them. Of those

329 cases, 300 were successful. The mentionedesesite unprecedented in the sense that

they bring together police officers, social workgrsychologists, and volunteers engaged in
the activities of the centre to perform wide-ramgark with juvenile offenders. The main
objective of these centres is to transfer juveriféenders to an atmosphere which
underlines the principles of morality and humanueal as well as responsibility,
accountability and civics. The minors are shown dffects of their committed offence or
act on the victim and on society. The aim is tahethem to feel sympathy for the victim
and to provide an opportunity to acquire skills uiegd for being a useful member of
society. These minors shall continually be offe(add not coerced) to cooperate with
society and be provided with a prompt opportunity ilmplement such a desire for
cooperation in a relevant environment, as soon @ssiple. That is, the Community
Rehabilitation Centre is a new model of alternatbegvice for juvenile offenders in our
country, which has already yielded positive resufts which six more rehabilitation
centres are planned to be set up in different nsgfm®vinces) of the country.

580. In 2005, 22 juveniles committed repeat criMi@scommitted repeat crimes in 2006,
26 in 2007, and 13 in 2008.

119



