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Mr. Angel Ivanov Getsov
Chairperson and members of the Working Group on Minorities,

I thank you, for the possibility to present some of the problems facing Roma in Bulgaria. 

In Bulgaria live around 800 000 – 900 000 Roma, the data varies depending on different sources.   

The main issues and recommendations outlined below are the outcome from the information collection through the research process for completion of the Minority Profile and Matrix; all the sources of information are showed in the Minority Profile and Minority Matrix. During the Minority Fellowship Program a Project Proposal was also elaborated which shows some of the possible ways for improving the Roma situation. 
1. Abuses and ill treatment against Roma in Bulgaria are still part of the everyday situation in Bulgaria. Very few cases have been prosecuted and even fewer have led to persons being convicted for such a crime. 

2. Hate speech and propaganda on basis of ethnicity still exist throughout the media in Bulgaria. Efforts to ensure the consideration of Roma issues in the media and fight against existing negative Roma images in the Media are still insufficient.

3. Discrimination against Bulgarian Roma is widespread, affecting different aspects of their life and this leads to the perpetuation of disadvantage and further marginalization of the Roma community. 

4. Roma are most disadvantaged and vulnerable in the spheres of Employment, Housing and Education. The living conditions within the Ghettos are miserable, Roma in Ghettos live often without suitable access to basic amenities (water and electricity supply and transport). The unemployment rate among Roma has reached levels higher than 80%. In some towns this level is over 90 %. 22,000 to 33,000 children are dropouts every year, the basic share of them being Roma; there is only 1 % of Roma with a higher education degree.
5. Roma culture is still poorly understood by the majority of the population. Efforts in offering intercultural education to promote mutual understanding and tolerance between different ethnos in Bulgaria still depend on NGO activities.

6. Roma are still underrepresented in the highest level of governmental administration and Roma still feel that their interests are not represented enough on the local level. 

7. Bulgarian government still doesn’t have clear politic for integration of Roma minority, according to different reports and  Roma NGOs and community leaders’ opinions the State structures, programs and funds provided for Roma integration are inefficient and inadequate.  

Mr. Chairperson, members of the Working Group on Minorities,

The following suggestions are important to improve the efficacy of the processes for positive changes in the everyday life of Bulgarian Roma. 

Please take them into consideration as suggestions to the Government of the Republic of Bulgaria.   

OHCHR have released “Draft guidelines: a human rights approach to poverty reducing strategies”. It is mentioned several times in this draft document that the approach for implementing the poverty reduction strategies has to be culturally appropriate for them to assist the beneficiaries. This is expressed as a legal obligation under several UN Conventions as well as under UDHR.  In every one of the reports submitted by the Republic of Bulgaria (and mentioned in the Minority Matrix and Profile) there is no recognition of the differences within the Roma community itself. It appears that this may be caused by a lack of understanding of the Roma cultural differences among the separate Roma sub – groups. Only different approaches which take into account of the specific situations within the Roma community sub-groups may address Roma issues effectively. 

The right of minorities to participate effectively in the life of mainstream society and in the decision making process is mentioned several times in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities (UNDM). This can be found in arts. 2.2 and 2.3; art. 4.5; art.5.1 and 5.2 of the UNDM. It is emphasized that the principle of participation as a right and duty should be implemented equally within the whole Roma community, as there can not be particular support given to only one or several Roma sub-groups. Rather, the interests and specific issues of all Roma sub-groups have to be represented equally in the process of minority inclusion in the mainstream society and in the all public structures supporting the implementation of this process. 

 Thank you,

Angel Ivanov Getsov,Consultant in “Center for Interethnic Dialog and Tolerance Amalipe”, BULGARIA.

