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RESPONSE 

 The events of May 2015 in the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea generated interest at the highest levels of 
governments and the United Nations. The foreign ministers of affected countries met on 20 and 21 May to address 
the issue, and heads of states from around the world commented on the events. 
 

 The events also captured widespread media attention, though the dramatic increase in media coverage of mixed 
maritime movements in South-East Asia in May had just as quickly dissipated by July. 
 

 In addition to repeated calls throughout May for the rescue and protection of refugees and migrants stranded at 
sea, UNHCR, UNODC, and IOM jointly submitted to countries in the region a 10-point plan of action for how to 
address disembarkation, reception, and root causes. 
 

 All five directly affected countries—Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, and Thailand—participated in the 
29 May Special Meeting on Irregular Migration in the Indian Ocean, along with 12 other countries in the region and 
UNHCR, UNODC, and IOM. Japan, Switzerland, and the United States also attended as observers. The meeting in 
Bangkok put forward 17 proposals and recommendations to: provide immediate response and protection to 
stranded migrants; prevent irregular migration and human smuggling and trafficking; and address the root causes of 
such migration in countries of origin. 
 


