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The “Atlas Syria/lraq” can be accessed via: http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria_irag.pdf.

Atlas Syrial/lrag — Sources

Map 01 Regional Overview

Map 02 Syria/lrag: Topography and administrative divisions

Map 03 Syria/lraq: Physiography

Map 04 Syria/lrag: Control of territory January 2015

Map 05 Syria/lraq: Control of territory June 2016

Map 06 Syria/lrag: Major clashes January 2015 — June 2016

Map 07 Syria/lrag: Oil or gas fields

Map 08 Syria/lraq: Religious and sectarian groups (reflecting the available data for Iraq as of January 2014, and
for Syria as of March 2011 - created 2016)

Map 09 Syria/lraq: Ethnic and linguistic groups (reflecting the available data for Iraq as of January 2014, and for
Syria as of March 2011 — created 2016)

Map 10 Kurds in the Middle East

Map 11 Syria/lraq: Camps for Syrian and Iragi refugees

Map 12 Syria/lraqg: Citizens and born population in Europe

Map 13 Syria/lrag: Asylum applications in Europe

Map 14 Syria/lraq: Refugees and IDPs

The sources have been arranged by country and thematically to provide a better overview. The sources for the
base maps are the following: Maps 01,12,13: Natural Earth; maps 02,04,05,06,07,08,09: Collins World Explorer,

USGS Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM); maps 03,11: Collins World Explorer, NASA Blue Marble: Next
Generation; maps 10,14: Collins World Explorer, Natural Earth.


http://www.ecoi.net/atlas_syria_iraq.pdf
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1. Syria— Religious and Sectarian Groups

1.1. Comments

There are few official figures concerning religious groups in Syria. According to CIA-Factbook the official figure of
the Muslim population is 87 percent of the total Syrian population. These 87 percent include Sunnis, Alawites,
Ismailis and Shiites. According to CIA-Factbook there are 74 percent Sunni, the remaining 13 percent include
Alawites, Ismailis and Shiites. Christians amount to 10 percent and Druzes to 3 percent. According to Fritz
Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (2013) the Alawites amount to 10-13 percent, the Druzes to 2 percent and the Ismailis to 1
percent. Germany’s Auswértiges Amt states slightly different figures: 71 percent Sunnites, 12 percent Alawites, 10
percent Christians, 4 percent Druzes, 2 percent Shiite Muslims, 1 percent Ismaili and some Jews.

The Syrian population is very heterogeneously in terms of religious and sectarian diversity. Due to this and
because of the partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of
religious groups are, respectively used to be prior to March 2011. Especially in urban centers the religious
composition may differ significantly from the religious composition in rural surroundings and it is not possible to
show this heterogeneity on this type of map.

1.2.General Sources:

Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (2013): Syrien, Hintergrinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag.

CIA-Central Intelligence Agency (21.4.2015): Factbook Syria, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html, access 24.4.2015

Syria 1945-1986, Politics and Society, Derek Hopwood, Verlag: Unwin Hyman Ltd, 1988
Religious Minorities in the Middle East, Anh Nga Longva, Anne Sofie Roald, Verlag: Brill 2012

The International Religious Freedom Report for 2011 issued by Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and
Labor/U.S. Department of State, Syria: Executive Summary; Minority Rights Group International, Syria Overview,
10/ 2011, http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-overview.html , access 22.4.2015.

Olivier De Schutter, Report of the Special Rapporteur an the right to food, UN-Human Rights Council, Mission to
the Syrian Arab Republic, S. 14,
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A.HRC.16.49.Add.2_en.pdf , access 22.4.2015,

Hasan Kanbolat (19.3.2012), Syrian Turkmen http://www.todayszaman.com/columnist-274772-syrian-
turkmen.html , access 22.4.2015 .

Philip S. Khoury, Syria and the French Mandate: The Politics of Arab Nationalism, 1920-1945, Princeton, 1987

Kristin Helberg, Brennpunkt Syrien. Einblick in ein verschlossenes Land, Freiburg/Br., 2012

1.3.Alawites:

Stratfor (15.3.2012): A Sectarian Look at Syrian Unrest, for New York Times, US Department of States, etc., map:
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest , access 22.4.2015

Spiegel Online (23.9.2012): Map: Konfessionen in Syrien, (primary source: Fragile States Ressource Center
2012), http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary Ig.png, access 22.4.2015

CIA - Central Inteligence Agency: Syria Country Profile, map: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/guery/h?ammem/gmd: @field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606)), access 22.4.2015



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html
http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-overview.html
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/16session/A.HRC.16.49.Add.2_en.pdf
http://www.todayszaman.com/columnist-274772-syrian-turkmen.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/columnist-274772-syrian-turkmen.html
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest
http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606))

New York Times, based on Michael Izady (28.6.2012): A Sectarian Patchwork, map:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html? r=0, access
22.4.2015

Gebhard  Fartacek  (13.4.2015):  Kartographische  Darstellung  zur  Verbreitung der  grofiten
Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email am 13.4.2015

Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil, access 22.4.2015

Geocurrents, Martin W  Lewis (29.3.2011): Confusion  About Syria’s  Alawites, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/confusion-about-syrias-alawites, access 22.4.2015

Biyokulule Online (5.5.2012): Religion in Syria, map: http://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=4667,
access 22.4.2015

Wirth, Eugen (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt
map: ,Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften®.

Joshuaproject.net: Alawite in Syria, http://joshuaproject.net/people groups/18805/SY, access 22.4.2015

Farwati, Badran Bacha (2000): Stamme, Minderheiten und Religionen im Nahen Osten am Beispiel Syrien,
master thesis. Grund- und Integrativwissenschaftliche Fakultat der Universitat Wien.

Foreign Affairs (18.6.1012): Syria’s Alawite Refuge, http://www.foreignaffairs.com/features/letters-from/syrias-
alawite-refuge, access 22.4.2015

Daily Star (21.5.2014): Tartous, a reservoir of ‘martyrs’ for Assad’s regime ,
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/May-21/257209-tartous-a-reservoir-of-martyrs-for-assads-
regime.ashx, access 22.4.2015

Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (Hg.)(2013): Syrien, Hintergriinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag

1.4.Druzes:

ACAPS (28.1.2013): Regional Analysis Syria, map “Religious and ethnic
composition” (primary source: OCHA, Geo EPR), http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-
syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf, access 23.4.2015

Stratfor (15.3.2012): A Sectarian Look at Syrian Unrest, for New York Times, US Department of States, etc., map:
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest , access 22.4.2015

Ya Lianan (28.3.2011): Syrian opposition appeals to the Druze to join the protests, map:
http://yalibnan.com/2011/03/28/syrian-opposition-appeals-to-the-druze-to-join-the-protests/, access 23.4.2015

Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil, access 22.4.2015

Spiegel Online (23.9.2012): Karte: Konfessionen in Syrien, (primary source: Fragile States Ressource Center
2012), http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary Ig.png, access 22.4.2015

Gebhard  Fartacek  (13.4.2015):  Kartographische  Darstellung  zur  Verbreitung der  grofdten
Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email 13.4.2015

New York Times, based on Michael Izady (28.6.2012): A Sectarian Patchwork, map:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html|? r=0, access
22.4.2015

Biyokulule Online (5.5.2012): Religion in Syria, map: http://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=4667,
access 22.4.2015
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http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/confusion-about-syrias-alawites
http://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=4667
http://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/18805/SY
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/features/letters-from/syrias-alawite-refuge
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/features/letters-from/syrias-alawite-refuge
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/May-21/257209-tartous-a-reservoir-of-martyrs-for-assads-regime.ashx
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2014/May-21/257209-tartous-a-reservoir-of-martyrs-for-assads-regime.ashx
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest
http://yalibnan.com/2011/03/28/syrian-opposition-appeals-to-the-druze-to-join-the-protests/
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil
http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0
http://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=4667

Eugen WIRTH (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt
map: Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften

Carnegie — Endowment for International Peace (2.12.2013): What About the Druze?,
http://carnegieendowment.org/syriaincrisis/?fa=53772, access 23.4.2015

Minority Rights Group International (n.a.): Druze, http://www.minorityrights.org/5279/syria/druze.html, access
23.4.2015

Minority Rights Group International (10/2011) Syria Overview, http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-
overview.html, access 23.4.2015

Farwati, Badran Bacha (2000): Stamme, Minderheiten und Religionen im Nahen Osten am Beispiel Syrien,
master thesis. Grund- und Integrativwissenschaftliche Fakultat der Universitat Wien.

Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (Hg.)(2013): Syrien, Hintergriinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag

1.5.Christians:

Stratfor (15.3.2012): A Sectarian Look at Syrian Unrest, for New York Times, US Department of States, etc., map:
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest , access 22.4.2015

Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil, access 22.4.2015

CIA - Central Inteligence Agency: Syria Country Profile, map: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/h?ammem/gmd: @field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606)), access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary lg.png, access 22.4.2015

New York Times, based on Michael Izady (28.6.2012): A Sectarian Patchwork, map:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0, access
22.4.2015

Worldmap Harvard, Layer ,Narodov_Mira_GREG”: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/,

This ethnicity dataset (GREG) is a digital version of the paper Soviet Narodov Mira atlas created in 1964. In 2010
the GREG (Geo-referencing of ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to
create a GIS (Geographic Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS
version: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmannl0greq.pdf This page is the source of the download for
this data layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg

Gebhard  Fartacek  (13.4.2015):  Kartographische  Darstellung  zur  Verbreitung der  gréf3ten
Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email 13.4.2015

Ethnologue Languages of the World (2012): Jordan and Syria, map: http://www.ethnologue.com/map/JOSY,
access 23.4.2015

ACAPS (28.1.2013): Regional Analysis Syria, map “Religious and ethnic
composition” (primary source: OCHA, Geo EPR), http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-
syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf, access 23.4.2015

1.6.Ismailis:

Center for Security Studies - CSS ETH Zirich (12.11.2012): THE SYRIAN CIVIL WAR: BETWEEN
ESCALATION AND INTERVENTION, map: http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CSS-Analysis-124-EN.pdf,
access 23.4.2015



http://carnegieendowment.org/syriaincrisis/?fa=53772
http://www.minorityrights.org/5279/syria/druze.html
http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-overview.html
http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-overview.html
https://www.stratfor.com/image/sectarian-look-syrian-unrest
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/gmd:@field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606))
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0
http://worldmap.harvard.edu/
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greg.pdf
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg
http://www.ethnologue.com/map/JOSY
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CSS-Analysis-124-EN.pdf

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary lg.png, access 22.4.2015

Eugen WIRTH (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt
map: Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften

Gebhard  Fartacek  (13.4.2015):  Kartographische  Darstellung  zur  Verbreitung der  gréten
Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email 13.4.2015

BBC News (9.12.2011): Guide: Syria's diverse minorities, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-16108755,
22.4.2015

Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (Hg.)(2013): Syrien, Hintergriinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag

Central Intelligence Agency (21.4.2015): The World Factbook — Syria, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/sy.html, access 23.4.2015

Farwati, Badran Bacha (2000): Stamme, Minderheiten und Religionen im Nahen Osten am Beispiel Syrien,
master thesis. Grund- und Integrativwissenschaftliche Fakultat der Universitat Wien.

1.7.Sunnites:

ACAPS (28.1.2013): Regional Analysis Syria, map “Religious and ethnic
composition” (primary source: OCHA, Geo EPR), http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-
syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf, access 23.4.2015

Spiegel Online (23.9.2012): Karte: Konfessionen in Syrien, (primary source: Fragile States Ressource Center
2012), http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary Ig.png, access 22.4.2015

Worldmap Harvard, Layer ,Narodov_Mira_GREG”: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/,

This ethnicity dataset (GREG) is a digital version of the paper Soviet Narodov Mira atlas created in 1964. In 2010
the GREG (Geo-referencing of ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to
create a GIS (Geographic Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS
version: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmannl0greq.pdf This page is the source of the download for
this data layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg

Gebhard  Fartacek  (13.4.2015):  Kartographische  Darstellung  zur  Verbreitung der  grof3ten
Religionsgemeinschaften in der ARS - Eigene Darstellung in Anlehnung an Wirth, via email 13.4.2015

Eugen WIRTH (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt
map: Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften

New York Times, based on Michael Izady (28.6.2012): A Sectarian Patchwork, map:
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html|? r=0, access
22.4.2015

Center for Security Studies - CSS ETH Zirich (12.11.2012): THE SYRIAN CIVIL WAR: BETWEEN
ESCALATION AND INTERVENTION, map: http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CSS-Analysis-124-EN.pdf,
access 23.4.2015

2. Syria — Ethnic / Linguistic Groups:

2.1.Comments


http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-16108755
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf
http://www.spiegel.de/politik/ausland/bild-855827-392212.html
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary_lg.png
http://worldmap.harvard.edu/
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greg.pdf
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/07/29/sunday-review/a-sectarian-patchwork.html?_r=0
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/CSS-Analysis-124-EN.pdf

There are no official figures concerning ethnic groups in Syria. According to ClIA-Factbook 90.3 percent of the
Syrian population are ethnic Arabs. The remaining 9.7 percent are mainly Kurds and Armenians. Michael Martens
estimates that about 10 percent of the Syrian population is Kurdish. According to Michael 1zady 8.9 percent of the
Syrian population are Kurds, 1.9 percent are Armenians, 0.7 percent are Turkmen and 0.5 percent are
Circassians. It follows from this source that about 89 percent are ethnic Arabs. Furthermore, there are Aramaic,
and Assyrian groups as well as Palestinian refugees.

The Syrian population is very heterogeneously in terms of ethnic and linguistic diversity. Due to this and because
of partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of ethnic /
linguistic groups are, respectively used to be prior to March 2011. Especially in urban centers the ethnic /
linguistic composition may differ significantly from the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this
heterogeneity on this type of map.

Arabic is the only official language in Syria. In part, the various minorities have adapted linguistically and are
speaking Arabic as a second language.

2.2.General sources:
Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (Hg.)(2013): Syrien, Hintergriinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag

CIA-Central Intelligence Agency (21.4.2015): Factbook Syria, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html, access 24.4.2015

Martens, Michael in Frankfurter Allegemeine Zeitung (28.7.2012): Erdogans Angst vor einem neuen Quasistaat

Bernard Spolsky (2004): Language Policy, Cambridge University Press,
https://books.google.at/books?id=RTk7gMprn1MC&pg=PA136&Ipg=PA136&dq=syria+arabic+%22only+official+la
nguage%22&source=bl&ots=0bZeGfpiPJ&sig=F4K1C6NU-2KNeGUMbBUM-tz-gKw&hl=en&sa=X&ei=i-
IBVbKgJ5SxacCTgKAB&redir esc=y#v=onepage&q=syria%20arabic%20%220only%20official%20language%22&f
=false, access 30.4.2015

Carl Skutsch (2013): Encyclopedia of the World’s Minorities, Routledge,
https://books.google.at/books?id=yXYKAgAAQOBAJ&pg=PA1162&Ipg=PA1162&dqg=syria+arabic+%22only+official
+language%22&source=bl&ots=2JP4EG8urv&sig=1PSRTAKIMLT6e TaS8ERvpA72zA&hl=en&sa=X&ei=i-
IBVbKgJ5SxacCTgKAB&redir _esc=y#v=onepage&aq=syria%20arabic%20%220only%20official%20language%22&f
=false, access 30.4.2015

2.3.Arabs:

ACAPS (28.1.2013): Regional Analysis Syria, map “Religious and ethnic
composition” (primary source: OCHA, Geo EPR), http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-
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bin/query/h?ammem/gmd: @field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606)), access 22.4.2015
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Ethnologue Languages of the World (2012): Jordan and Syria — Language Families,
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the GREG (Geo-referencing of ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to
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version: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmannl0greg.pdf This page is the source of the download for
this data layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg
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Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
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2.7.Circassians:

Worldmap Harvard, Layer ,Narodov_Mira_GREG’: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/

This ethnicity dataset (GREG) is a digital version of the paper Soviet Narodov Mira atlas created in 1964. In 2010
the GREG (Geo-referencing of ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to
create a GIS (Geographic Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS
version: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greq.pdf This page is the source of the download for
this data layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg

Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary Ig.png, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015): Map: Syria - Linguistic Composition,
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3. Kurds in Syria:

3.1.Comments

There are no official figures concerning ethnic groups in Syria. According to CIA-Factbook 90.3 percent of the
Syrian population are ethnic Arabs. The remaining 9.7 percent are mainly Kurds and Armenians. Michael Martens
estimates that about 10 percent of the Syrian population is Kurdish.

The Syrian population is very heterogeneously in terms of ethnic diversity. Due to this and because of partly
inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of Kurds are, respectively

used to be prior to March 2011. Especially in urban centers the ethnic composition may differ significantly from
the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this type of map.

3.2.5ources:

Fritz Edlinger/Tyma Kraitt (Hg.)(2013): Syrien, Hintergriinde, Analysen, Berichte, Promedia Verlag

CIA-Central Intelligence Agency (21.4.2015): Factbook Syria, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/sy.html, access 24.4.2015

Martens, Michael in Frankfurter Allegemeine Zeitung (28.7.2012): Erdogans Angst vor einem neuen Quasistaat

CIA - Central Inteligence Agency: Syria Country Profile, map: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/guery/h?ammem/gmd: @field(NUMBER+@band(g7460+ct003606)), access 22.4.2015

Geocurrents - Martin W.Lewis (31.3.2011): Syrias ethno-religious complexity and potential turmoil, map:
http://www.geocurrents.info/geopolitics/syrias-ethno-religious-complexity-and-potential-turmoil, access 22.4.2015

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (1997-2015):
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Syria_Ethnic_summary Ig.png, access 22.4.2015
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Biyokulule Online (5.5.2012): Religion in Syria, map: http://www.biyokulule.com/view_content.php?articleid=4667,
access 22.4.2015

Jordi Tejel (2009): Syria's Kurds: History, politics and society, Routledge,
Frontispiece map 1 and 2

ACAPS (28.1.2013): Regional Analysis Syria, map “Religious and ethnic
composition” (primary source: OCHA, Geo EPR), http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/r-regional-analysis-for-
syria---part-i-syria-jan2013.pdf, access 23.4.2015

ISW — Institute for the Study of War: Syrian Kurds and the Democratic Union Party (PYD), map:
http://www.understandingwar.org/syrian-kurds-and-democratic-union-party-pyd, access 22.4.2015

Eugen WIRTH (1971): Syrien, Eine geographische Landeskunde. Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt
map: “Verbreitung der wichtigsten Religions- und Sprachgemeinschaften®

Worldmap Harvard, Layer ,Narodov_Mira_GREG”: http://worldmap.harvard.edu/

This ethnicity dataset (GREG) is a digital version of the paper Soviet Narodov Mira atlas created in 1964. In 2010
the GREG (Geo-referencing of ethnic groups) project, used maps and data drawn from the Narodov Mira atlas to
create a GIS (Geographic Information Systems) version of the atlas. This article describes the creation of the GIS
version: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/weidmann10greg.pdf This page is the source of the download for
this data layer: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/data/other/greg See information more in the Data Quality Statement below.

Syria's Kurds (2009): History, politics and society, Jordi Tejel, Routledge.
Bethany World Prayer Center: The Western Kurd of Syria, http://kem.co.kr/bethany eng/p_code/953.html,
access 22.4.2015

MinorityRights.org (10/2011): World Directory of Minorities and Indigenous Peoples,
http://www.minorityrights.org/5266/syria/syria-overview.html, access 22.4.2015

BBC News (9.12.2011): Guide: Syria's diverse minorities, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-16108755,
22.4.2015

4. Asylum applications of Syrian citizens 2015

4.1.Comments

The map includes only those countries of the EU 28, Switzerland and Norway in which more than hundred asylum
applications of Syrian citizens were received in 2015.

4.2.50ources

EUROSTAT: http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat; online data code migr_asyappctza (accessed: 18 March 2016) and
Austrian Ministry of Interior, www.bmi.gv.at (accessed: July 2016).

5. Syrian citizens and Syrian-born population 2015

5.1.Comments

The map only includes those countries of the EU 28, Switzerland and Norway in which the number of Syrians or
Syrian-born population exceeds 1,000. No data was available for Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Luxembourg,
Malta, and Poland. In the cases of Germany and Portugal data was available on Syrian citizens but not on the
Syrian-born population. For the UK, available data refers to 2014.

5.2.Sources

EUROSTAT: http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat; online data codes migr_pop3cth and migr_poplctz (accessed: 24
March 2016)
INE Spain: Revision of the Municipal Register 2015: http://www.ine.es (accessed: 30 May 2016)
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http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat
http://www.bmi.gv.at/
http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat
http://www.ine.es/

UK Office for National Statistics: http://web.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/population-by-country-of-birth-and-
nationality/2014/rft-table-10-underlying-datasheets-pop-by-cob-jan-14-to-dec-14.xIs (accessed: 30 May 2016)

6. Camps for Syrian Refugees and IDPs 2016

6.1.Comments

According to the UNHCR Emergency Handbook, “‘camps are a form of settlement in which refugees or IDPs
reside and receive centralised protection, humanitarian assistance, and other services from host governments
and humanitarian actors.” Such a “planned camp” is to be distinguished from “informal settlements” (also called
spontaneous settlements or self-established camps) or “collective centres” (find a brief description of the
differences between these settlements in the Guidelines for the CCCM Cluster DTM, or the CCCM Cluster ISIMM
March 2016.

Furthermore, the UNHCR Policy on Alternatives to Camps states that well-established “refugee camps” can be
phased out into “refugee settlements” which are self-sustained, linked to the local economy and require only
limited humanitarian support.

This map only depicts planned camps for Syrian refugees and IDPs and does not make reference to any other of
the types of settlements mentioned above. Camp names are indicated when population is more than 5,000
refugees or IDPs.

Note that Lebanon — although a major host country for Syrian refugees — has refused to erect camps for Syrian
refugees for economic, social and political reasons. For a thorough review of the Lebanese policy on Syrian
refugees, see Yassin et al. (2015).

6.2.Sources

CCCM Cluster: IDPs Sites Integrated Monitoring Matrix, March 2016:
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/system/files/documents/files/201603_cccm_cluster_isimm_march 201
6_0.pdf, accessed 30 May 2016

CCCM Cluster, Guidelines for the CCCM Cluster DTM: http://www.alnap.org/resource/6399, accessed 29 July
2016

Turkish Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD):
https://www.afad.gov.tr/TR/IcerikDetayl.aspx?ID=16&lcerikID=848, accessed 30 May 2016

UNHCR Emergency Handbook: emergency.unhcr.org, accessed 29 July 2016

UNHCR Policy on Alternatives to Camps: http://www.unhcr.org/5422b8f09.pdf, accessed 29 July 2016

UNHCR, Syria Regional Refugee Response Inter-agency Information Sharing Portal:
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php, accessed 30 May 2016

Yassin, N. et al. (2015): No Place to Stay? Reflections on the Syrian Refugee Shelter Policy in Lebanon,
American University  of Beirut and UN-Habitat, Research Report, September 2015,
https://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/publications/documents/research_reports/20150907 noplacetostay.pdf, accessed 29
July 2016

7. Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons

Comments
Refugee populations are included if the number was 1,000 or more at the end of 2015.
7.1.Sources

UNHCR Global Trends Report 2015, Annex Tables 1 & 5; http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends/2015-GlobalTrends-
annex-tables.zip, accessed 20 June 2016

8. Iraq — Religious and Sectarian Groups:
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http://web.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/population-by-country-of-birth-and-nationality/2014/rft-table-10-underlying-datasheets-pop-by-cob-jan-14-to-dec-14.xls
http://web.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/population-by-country-of-birth-and-nationality/2014/rft-table-10-underlying-datasheets-pop-by-cob-jan-14-to-dec-14.xls
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/system/files/documents/files/201603_cccm_cluster_isimm_march_2016_0.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/system/files/documents/files/201603_cccm_cluster_isimm_march_2016_0.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/resource/6399
https://www.afad.gov.tr/TR/IcerikDetay1.aspx?ID=16&IcerikID=848
http://files/Content.Outlook/808QNBV1/emergency.unhcr.org
http://www.unhcr.org/5422b8f09.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
https://www.aub.edu.lb/ifi/publications/documents/research_reports/20150907_noplacetostay.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends/2015-GlobalTrends-annex-tables.zip
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends/2015-GlobalTrends-annex-tables.zip

8.1. Comments

The Iragi population is very heterogeneous in terms of religious and sectarian affiliation. Due to this and because
of partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately where main settlement areas of religious groups
are, respectively used to be prior to spring 2014. Especially in urban centers the religious composition may differ
significantly from the religious composition of the rural surroundings and it is not possible to show this
heterogeneity on this type of map.

Due to the advance of extremist Islamist groups such as the “Islamic State” in summer 2014 and the subsequent
armed conflict, the religious and sectarian composition of the Iragi society has been subject to drastic changes at
the time of creating this map. But even prior to summer 2014 the figures of various sources concerning the
religious and sectarian makeup of Iraq differ significantly. This is due to the shifts in the religious and sectarian
composition of various Iragi regions since 2003 (accelerating since 2006). E.g. according to CIA-Factbook the
official figure of the Muslim population (as of year 2010) is 99 percent of the total Iragi population — Shia Muslims:
60-65 percent, Sunni Muslims (including Kurdish Sunnis): 32-37 percent. According to CIA-Factbook there are
only 0.8 percent Christians, whereas according to lzady’s figures (from 2014) there are around 4 percent
Christians in Iraq. Following Izady’s figures there are about 2 percent Yezidis, Shabak and Kaka’is (shown as one
group in the map for better overview), the rest (around 94 percent) are Muslims — 61 percent Shia Muslims, 33
percent Sunni Muslims. Due to the methodological challenges posed by the dispersion of Christian communities
in Northern Iraq (highly dispersed with concentrations in cities), not all of the main Christian settlements could be
shown in this map.

Identification by religious or ethnic affiliation might vary within a group and external attributions of religious or
ethnic affiliation might differ from self-perception, too. For example, external perception might regard Yezidi
religion as “heretic” sect of Islam while Yezidis regard themselves as members of a religion in its own right - not
as former Islamic sect. Moreover, members of the Yezidi community regard themselves either as Kurds or just as
distinct ethno-religious minority and some might regard themselves as Arabs as there is a small Arabic speaking
Yezidi community.

8.2.General Sources:

CIA — Central Intelligence Agency: Iraq Country Profil, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/iz.html, access 18.2.2016

Geoff Hann,Karen Dabrowska,Tina Townsend-Greaves (8/2015): Iraq: The ancient sites and Iragi Kurdistan,
England, Bradt Travel Guides Ltd., https://books.google.at/books?id=-
9RNCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA22&Ipg=PA22&dg=Shaglawa+Christians+lraq&source=bl&ots=gC8DxmtAd3&sig=JCS96
VMkwDT20hP-

f6Az6NHmMBjU&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&qg=Shaqglawa%20Christians%20Irag&f=false, access
18.2.2016
LIPortal - Das Lander-Informations-Portal (6/2015.): Irak - Geschichte & Staat,

http://liportal.giz.de/irak/geschichte-staat/, access 18.2.2016

LIPortal - Das Lander-Informations-Portal (6/2015.): Irak — Gesellschaft, http://liportal.giz.de/irak/gesellschaft/,
access 18.2.2016

Longva Anh Nga, Roald Anne Sofie (2012): Religious Minorities in the Middle East, Verlag: Brill 2012

Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction (30.10.2011): Quarterly Report to the United States Congress,
http://cybercemetery.unt.edu/archive/siqir/20131001093855/http://www.sigir.mil/files/quarterlyreports/October2011
/Report_- October 2011.pdf, access 18.2.2016

U.S. Department of State (28.7.2014): 2013 Report on International Religious Freedom,
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2013/nea/222291.htm, access 18.2.2016

Wolfgang Taucher, u.a.(5/2012): Fokus Naher Osten, Aktuelle Entwicklungen und Migration nach Osterreich,
Wien, Osterreichischer Integrationsfonds,
http://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&g=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDm
MXOQ2IHLAKXDBSWKHfRHCLUQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.integrationsfonds.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fco
ntent%2FAT%2FDownloads%2FPublikationen%2FOelF_ FOKUSNaherOsten V5.pdf&usg=AFQ|CNG4-
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/iz.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/iz.html
https://books.google.at/books?id=-9RNCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA22&lpg=PA22&dq=Shaqlawa+Christians+Iraq&source=bl&ots=gC8DxmtAd3&sig=JCS96VMkwDT2OhP-f6Az6NHmBjU&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Shaqlawa%20Christians%20Iraq&f=false
https://books.google.at/books?id=-9RNCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA22&lpg=PA22&dq=Shaqlawa+Christians+Iraq&source=bl&ots=gC8DxmtAd3&sig=JCS96VMkwDT2OhP-f6Az6NHmBjU&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Shaqlawa%20Christians%20Iraq&f=false
https://books.google.at/books?id=-9RNCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA22&lpg=PA22&dq=Shaqlawa+Christians+Iraq&source=bl&ots=gC8DxmtAd3&sig=JCS96VMkwDT2OhP-f6Az6NHmBjU&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Shaqlawa%20Christians%20Iraq&f=false
https://books.google.at/books?id=-9RNCgAAQBAJ&pg=PA22&lpg=PA22&dq=Shaqlawa+Christians+Iraq&source=bl&ots=gC8DxmtAd3&sig=JCS96VMkwDT2OhP-f6Az6NHmBjU&hl=de&sa=X&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Shaqlawa%20Christians%20Iraq&f=false
http://liportal.giz.de/irak/geschichte-staat/
http://liportal.giz.de/irak/gesellschaft/
http://liportal.giz.de/irak/gesellschaft/
http://cybercemetery.unt.edu/archive/sigir/20131001093855/http:/www.sigir.mil/files/quarterlyreports/October2011/Report_-_October_2011.pdf
http://cybercemetery.unt.edu/archive/sigir/20131001093855/http:/www.sigir.mil/files/quarterlyreports/October2011/Report_-_October_2011.pdf
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/2013/nea/222291.htm
http://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDmMXQ2IHLAhXDBSwKHfRHCLUQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.integrationsfonds.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fcontent%2FAT%2FDownloads%2FPublikationen%2FOeIF_FOKUSNaherOsten_V5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNG4-CMt2T2IWwcdAbU9wv9u-324mg&sig2=iqWFAyCiBfOQrahiiwINKg&bvm=bv.114733917,d.bGg
http://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDmMXQ2IHLAhXDBSwKHfRHCLUQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.integrationsfonds.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fcontent%2FAT%2FDownloads%2FPublikationen%2FOeIF_FOKUSNaherOsten_V5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNG4-CMt2T2IWwcdAbU9wv9u-324mg&sig2=iqWFAyCiBfOQrahiiwINKg&bvm=bv.114733917,d.bGg
http://www.google.at/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiDmMXQ2IHLAhXDBSwKHfRHCLUQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.integrationsfonds.at%2Ffileadmin%2Fcontent%2FAT%2FDownloads%2FPublikationen%2FOeIF_FOKUSNaherOsten_V5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNG4-CMt2T2IWwcdAbU9wv9u-324mg&sig2=iqWFAyCiBfOQrahiiwINKg&bvm=bv.114733917,d.bGg

CMt2T2IWwcdAbU9wv9u-324mg&sig2=igWFAyCiBfOQrahiiwINKg&bvm=bv.114733917.d.bGg, access
18.2.2016

8.3.Shia Muslims:

NCCI - NGO Coordination Committee for Iraq (1/2016):
http://www.ncciraq.org/images/infobygov/NCCI Diyala Governorate Profile.pdf, access 18.2.2016

Refugees International (2.4.2010): The Faili Kurds of Irag: Thirty Years Without Nationality,
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/faili-kurds-irag-thirty-years-without-nationality, access 18.2.2016

New York Times (5.1.2016): Behind Stark Political Divisions, a More Complex Map of Sunnis and ShiitesMap:
The New  York  Times|Source: M. Izady, Columbia University's Gulf 2000 project,
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/04/world/middleeast/sunni-shiite-map-middle-east-iran-saudi-
arabia.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=second-column-
region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news& r=1, access 18.2.2016

Kartografie Kammer: Die ethnische Gliederung des Iraks, access via LIPortal - Das Lander-Informations-Portal
Irak — Geschichte & Staat, http://liportal.giz.de/irak/gesellschaft/, access 18.2.2016

CIA — Central Intelligence Agency (2003): Distribution of Ethnoreligious Groups and Major Tribes, access via
University of Texas Libraries, http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle east and_asia/iraq_ethno 2003.jpg, access
18.2.2016

BBC (2006): Iraq Body Count: War dead figures, map: Irag Population by Province,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle east/4525412.stm, access 18.2.2016

Al Jazeera (22.12.2011): Infographic: us ends Iraq war chapter,
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2011/12/20111219151636570185.html, access 18.2.2016

Google Mapa, GlSrael, Orion-me (2014): Ethnic Boundaries, access via Al-Jazeera (27.6.2014): Mapping Iraq's
fighting groups, http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/06/mapping-out-irag-fighting-groups-
201462494731548175.html, access 18.2.2016

Stratfor (8/2014): Ethnic and Sectarian Divisions, https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/irags-electoral-reform-will-
further-deadlock-parliament, access 18.2.2016

Stratfor (2014): Iraq’s Population Density by Ethnic and Sectarian Divisions, https://www.stratfor.com/image/irags-
population-density-ethnic-and-sectarian-divisions, access 18.2.2016

The Economist (2006): Iragi Ethnic Territories, http://www.economist.com/node/8031393 , access 18.2.2016

Arte.tv — Mit Offenen Karten (2007): Mit offenen Karten - Irak 2007 3/3 - Eine Teilung des Landes, access via
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MbU82-dfD0, access 18.2.2016

CIA — Central Intelligence Agency (1992): Iraq: Ethnoreligious Groups, access via University of Texas Libraries,
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asial/iraq_ethnoreligious_1992.jpg, access 18.2.2016

Global Security: Irag: Kurd, Sunni Shia, http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/irag/images/iraqg-map-
groupl.qif, access 18.2.2016

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty: Iraq - Ethnoreligious Groups , access via The General Libraries — The
University of Texas at Austin, http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/irag_rferl.jpg, access 18.2.2016

Reliefweb (2014): acess via BBC (21.8.2014): Timeline: How the Syria conflict has spread,
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28850956, access 18.2.2016

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael Izady (2004-2014): map: Irag Religious Composition,
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/lrag Religions sm.png, access 18.2.2016
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9. Iraq — Ethnic / Linguistic Groups:

9.1.Comments

The Iraqi population is very diverse in terms of ethnicity and language and both have been politicized for decades.
At times during the past few decades various minorities have been facing pressure or even force to adopt a
certain ethnic label. Due to this and because of the partly inconsistent sources this map shows only approximately
where main settlement areas of ethnic / linguistic groups are, respectively used to be prior to Spring 2014.
Especially in urban centers the ethnic / linguistic composition may differ significantly from composition in rural
surroundings and it is not possible to show this heterogeneity on this type of map.

Due to the advance of radical Islamist groups like the “Islamic State” in summer 2014 and the subsequent armed
conflict, the ethnic / linguistic composition of the Iragi society is subject to drastic changes at the time of creating
this map. But even prior to summer 2014 the figures of various sources concerning the religious and sectarian
makeup of Iraq differ significantly. This is due to the shifts in the religious and sectarian composition of various
Iraqi regions since 2003 (accelerating since 2006). Moreover, during Baath rule an Arabisation campaign and
later the notorious Anfal campaign changed the ethnic set-up of Northern Iraq. Later there have been Kurdish
efforts to roll back Baathist settlement policies and strengthen their claim on territory.

According to ClA-Factbook the official figure of the Arab population is 75-80 percent of the total Iraqi population,
Kurds amount to 15-20 percent and all other ethnic groups together to 5 percent. According to Izady there
are/were 73.5 percent Arabs, 21 percent Kurds, 3.1 percent Assyrians, Armenians, Chaldeans and other Christian
groups, 2 percent Turkmens and 0.6 percent others (e.g. Lurs, Circassians, Alawites, Baha'is, etc.). The Christian
groups, as well as the Yezidis, Shabak and Kaka’is (also Yarsans or Ahl-e Haqq) are shown in the map of
religious and sectarian groups, as well as in the ethnic/linguistic map because these groups might be regarded as
ethno-religious groups. Due to the methodological challenges posed by the dispersion of Assyrians, Armenians,
Chaldeans and other Christian groups in Northern Iraq not all of the their main settlements could be shown in this
map. While a considerable number of them lives in cities, smaller communities live in rural areas. The Yezidis,
Shabak and Kaka’is are shown as one group in the map for better overview. The Yezidis and
Kaka'is/Yarsanis/Ahl-e Haqq are mostly speaking Kurdish dialects, whereas the Shabaks are speaking various
languages/dialects like Shabaki, Arabic and Kurdish dialects. The so called “Black Iraqis”, descendants of sailors,
traders and slaves (approximately 1.5-2 million people) are mainly living in southern Iraq, particularly in the city of
Basra. They are predominantly Arabic speaking Muslims. It was not possible to include this group into this map as
the ethnic and religious makeup of cities cannot be shown on this type of map.
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Identification by religious or ethnic affiliation might vary within a group and external attributions of religious or
ethnic affiliation might differ from self-perception, too. For example, external perception might regard Yezidi
religion as “heretic” sect of Islam while Yezidis regard themselves as members of a religion in its own right - not
as former Islamic sect. Moreover, members of the Yezidi community regard themselves either as Kurds or just as
distinct ethno-religious minority and some might regard themselves as Arabs as there is a small Arabic speaking
Yezidi community.

Arabic and Kurdish are the only official languages in Irag. Some of the various minorities have adapted
linguistically and are speaking Arabic as a second language.
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CIA — Central Intelligence Agency (1992): Iraq: Ethnoreligious Groups, access via University of Texas Libraries,
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asial/iraq_ethnoreligious 1992.jpg, access 18.2.2016
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Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty: Iraq - Ethnoreligious Groups , access via The General Libraries — The
University of Texas at Austin, http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/irag_rferl.jpg, access 18.2.2016

Columbia University, Gulf 2000 Project, Michael lzady (2004-2014): map: Iraq Religious Composition,
http://qulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/Irag Religions sm.png, access 18.2.2016

10. Asylum applications of Iraqi citizens 2015

10.1. Comments

The map includes only those countries of the EU 28, Switzerland and Norway in which more than hundred asylum
applications of Iragi citizens were received in 2015.

10.2. Sources

EUROSTAT: http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat; online data code migr_asyappctza (accessed: 18 March 2016) and
Austrian Ministry of Interior, www.bmi.gv.at (accessed: July 2016).

11. Iraqi citizens and Iraqgi-born population 2015

11.1. Comments

The map only includes those countries of the EU 28, Switzerland and Norway in which the number of Iraqi or
Iragi-born population exceeds 1,000. No data was available for Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Luxembourg,
Malta, and Poland. In the cases of Germany and Portugal data was available on Syrian citizens but not on the
Syrian-born population. For the UK, available data refers to 2014.

11.2. Sources

EUROSTAT: http://ec.europa.eu/Eurostat; online data codes migr_pop3ctb and migr_poplctz (accessed: 24
March 2016)

INE Spain: Revision of the Municipal Register 2015: http://www.ine.es (accessed: 30 May 2016)

UK Office for National Statistics: http://web.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migrationl/population-by-country-of-birth-and-
nationality/2014/rft-table-10-underlying-datasheets-pop-by-cob-jan-14-to-dec-14.xls (accessed: 30 May 2016)

12. Camps for Iraqgi Refugees and IDPs 2016

12.1. Comments

According to the UNHCR Emergency Handbook, “camps are a form of settlement in which refugees or IDPs
reside and receive centralised protection, humanitarian assistance, and other services from host governments
and humanitarian actors.” Such a “planned camp” is to be distinguished from “informal settlements” (also called
spontaneous settlements or self-established camps) or “collective centres” (find a brief description of the
differences between these settlements in the Guidelines for the CCCM Cluster DTM, or the CCCM Cluster ISIMM
March 2016.

Furthermore, the UNHCR Policy on Alternatives to Camps states that well-established “refugee camps” can be
phased out into “refugee settlements” which are self-sustained, linked to the local economy and require only
limited humanitarian support. As an example, such is the case for settlements of Iraqi Kurds in Iran, established
during previous crises. Currently, Iran does not host refugee camps according to the UNHCR definition.

This map only depicts planned camps for Iraqi refugees and IDPs and does not make reference to any other of

the types of settlements mentioned above. Camp names are indicated when population is more than 5,000
refugees or IDPs.
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12.2. Sources

CCCM Cluster, CCCM IDP Map: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/irag/camp-coordination-
management-cccm, accessed 30 May 2016

CCCM Cluster, IDPs Sites Integrated Monitoring Matrix, March 2016:
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/system/files/documents/files/201603 _cccm_cluster_isimm_march 201
6_0.pdf, accessed 30 May 2016

CCCM Cluster, Guidelines for the CCCM Cluster DTM: http://www.alnap.org/resource/6399, accessed 29 July
2016

Turkish Disaster and Emergency Management Authority (AFAD):
https://www.afad.gov.tr/TR/IcerikDetayl.aspx?ID=16&lcerikID=848, accessed 30 May 2016

UNHCR Emergency Handbook: emergency.unhcr.org, accessed 29 July 2016

UNHCR Iran Fact Sheet February 2016: http://www.unhcr.org/50002081d.pdf, accessed 29 July

UNHCR Policy on Alternatives to Camps: http://www.unhcr.org/5422b8f09.pdf, accessed 29 July 2016

UNHCR Syria End of Year Report 2015: www.unhcr.org/unhcr-syria-2015-end-of-year-report.html, accessed 30
May 2016

13. Iraqi Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons

13.1. Comments

Refugee populations are included if the number was 1,000 or more at the end of 2015.

13.2. Sources

UNHCR Global Trends Report 2015, Annex Tables 1 & 5; http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends/2015-GlobalTrends-
annex-tables.zip, accessed 20 June 2016

14. Syria & Iraq: Control of territory January 2015

Comment: Low/high refers to the level of territorial control.

Sources: ISW - Institute for the study of war, SOHR - Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, CENTCOM - US
Central Command, Agathocle de Syracuse - Understanding modern conflicts, Pietervanostaeyen - Musings on
Arabism, Islamicism, History and current affairs, Map&Feed Platform Middle East edition - Isis.Liveuamap,
syria.liveuamap,mideast.liveuamap, BBC, Al-Monitor, newsdeeply, Soufangroup

15. Syria & Iraq: Control of territory June 2016

Comment: Low/high refers to the level of territorial control.

Sources: ISW - Institute for the study of war, SOHR - Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, CENTCOM - US
Central Command, Agathocle de Syracuse - Understanding modern conflicts, Pietervanostaeyen - Musings on
Arabism, Islamicism, History and current affairs, Map&Feed Platform Middle East edition - Isis.Liveuamap,
syria.liveuamap,mideast.liveuamap, BBC, Al-Monitor, newsdeeply, Soufangroup

16. Syria & Irag: Major clashes January 2015 — June 2016

Sources: ISW - Institute for the study of war, SOHR - Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, CENTCOM - US
Central Command, Agathocle de Syracuse - Understanding modern conflicts, Pietervanostaeyen - Musings on
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http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends/2015-GlobalTrends-annex-tables.zip
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Arabism, Islamicism, History and current affairs, Map&Feed Platform Middle East edition - Isis.Liveuamap,
syria.liveuamap,mideast.liveuamap, BBC, Al-Monitor, newsdeeply, Soufangroup

17.Syria & Iraq: Oil or gas fields

Sources: Geopolitical Atlas - Mapping World Phenomena, World Energy Outlook - International Energy Agency
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