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Disclaimer

Country Information Packs (CIPs) are prepared by researching publicly
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation
Centre within time constraints. CIPs contain a selection of representative
links to sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin
Information. Links are correct at the time of publication. Please note that
CIPs are not, and do not purport to be, exhaustive with regard to conditions in
the countries surveyed or conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to
refugee status or protection. The General Human Rights Reports category
contains links to information which may be useful for a number of the other
categories.
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List of Documents

1. Nationality/Citizenship/Residency

Republic of Albania (21 January 1999) Law No. 8442 on Some Changes in
Law No. 8389 dated 5 August 1998 "On Albanian Citizenship"
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3f4e16744.html

Republic of Albania (21 October 1998) Albanian Constitution (as amended 21
April 2008)
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4c1f68912.html

Republic of Albania (6 September 1998) Law No. 8389, Law on Albanian
Citizenship
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b5c10.html

Republic of Albania (12 June 1990) Decree No. 7393, on the Issue of
Passports and Visas (last amended 1993)
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b54d4.html

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (9 June 2015) Albania: The
biometric passport; its appearance and biometric data stored on it;
requirements and procedures to obtain a biometric passport from within
Albania; whether it can be replaced or renewed from abroad (2012-June
2015) ALB105185.E

http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455926&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (7 February 2014) ALB104753.E -
Albania: Birth certificates, including appearance, details of information
included; whether the certificate is a standard form used nationally or whether
it varies depending on region or city; whether the certificate is used for other
official documents; authorities responsible for issuing birth certificates,
including any identifying codes that would appear on the certificate
http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455115&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (1 October 2008) ALB102933.E
Albania: Whether a new national identity card has been issued; whether the
leternjoftim is a common identity document used in the country
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/492ac7c6c.html

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (10 October 2007) ALB102520.E -
Albania: Procedure to obtain a passport from outside the country; type of
identification needed to apply for a passport overseas; whether the policy for
obtaining a passport has changed
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/474e89521a.html

Refugees International (11 March 2009) Nationality Rights for All: A Progress
Report and Global Survey on Statelessness
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http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/474e89521a.html

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/49be193f2.pdf

UN Committee on the rights of the Child (8 December 2011) Consideration of
the reports submitted by States parties under article 44 of the Convention:
Combined second, third and fourth periodic reports of States parties due in
2009 - Albania

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/4ef1c6992.pdf

United States Embassy in Albania (Undated) Entering and Residing in Albania
http://tirana.usembassy.gov/residency.html

2. Maps

Google Maps (Undated) Albania
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Albania/@41.1529058,20.1605718,7z/data
=13m1!14b114m2!3m1!1s0x13453bf3bd274c2d:0x77ce589d6983bee?hl=en

Perry-Castafieda Library Map Collection (2012) Albania Maps
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/albania.html

UN Cartographic Section (June 2004) Map of Albania
http://www.refworld.org/docid/460793d02.html

UNHCR (2000) Map of Albania
http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/3deel189b4.pdf

World Atlas (undated) Map of Albania, World Atlas
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/europe/al.htm

3. Local Information/Languages/Culture/Customs

BBC News (23 February 2016) Country profile: Albania
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17679574

Bertelsmann Transformation Index (2016) Albania Country Report
http://www.bti-
project.org/fileadmin/files/BTI/Downloads/Reports/2016/pdf/BTI 2016 Albania

-pdf

CIA (25 February 2016) The World Factbook: Albania
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/al.html

Department of Foreign Affairs (Ireland) (20 October 2015) Albania — Travel
Advice
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/travel-advice/a-z-list-of-countries/albania/

Ethnologue, Languages of the World (Undated) Languages of Albania
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=AL



http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/49be193f2.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/4ef1c6992.pdf
http://tirana.usembassy.gov/residency.html
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Albania/@41.1529058,20.1605718,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x13453bf3bd274c2d:0x77ce589d6983bee?hl=en
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Albania/@41.1529058,20.1605718,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x13453bf3bd274c2d:0x77ce589d6983bee?hl=en
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/albania.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/publisher/UNCART.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/460793d02.html
http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/3dee189b4.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17679574
http://www.bti-project.org/fileadmin/files/BTI/Downloads/Reports/2016/pdf/BTI_2016_Albania.pdf
http://www.bti-project.org/fileadmin/files/BTI/Downloads/Reports/2016/pdf/BTI_2016_Albania.pdf
http://www.bti-project.org/fileadmin/files/BTI/Downloads/Reports/2016/pdf/BTI_2016_Albania.pdf
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/travel-advice/a-z-list-of-countries/albania/
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=AL

Gov.UK (5 January 2016) Country Profile: Albania
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/albania

United States Department of State (29 March 2016) Albania: Country Specific
Information
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/country/albania.html

United States Department of State (11 March 2015) U.S. Relations With
Albania
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3235.htm

4. General Human Rights Reports

Albanian Helsinki Committee (December 2015) Report on the situation of
human rights in Albania for 2015
http://www.ahc.org.al/web/images/Raporte/AL/Report_on_the human_rights.p
df

Amnesty International (24 February 2016) Amnesty International Report
2015/16 — Albania
http://www.refworld.org/docid/56d05b7b15.html

Council of Europe: Commissioner for Human Rights (16 January 2014)
Report by Nils Muiznieks Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of
Europe following his visit to Albania from 23 to 27 September 2013
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53046b8a4.html

Council of Europe: European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance
(ECRI) (9 June 2015) ECRI Report on Albania (fifth monitoring cycle)
http://www.refworld.org/docid/55b25bb24.html

European Commission (10 November 2015) Albania Report 2015
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226 1447156092 20151110-report-

albania.pdf

Freedom House (2 June 2015) Freedom in the World 2015 — Albania
http://www.refworld.org/docid/556efe275e.html

Freedom House (6 June 2015) Nations in Transit 2015 - Albania
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/NIT2015 Albania.pdf

Human Rights Watch (15 April 2009) UPR submission on Albania
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/04/15/human-rights-watch-upr-submission-
albania

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) (9 June 2015) Annual
Report 2014 - Western Balkans (regional)
http://www.refworld.org/docid/558131b02c.html

Social Institutions and Gender Index (2014) Country Profile Albania
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http://www.refworld.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rwmain?page=country&docid=5374afb22&skip=0&coi=ALB&searchin=title&sort=date
http://www.refworld.org/docid/558131b02c.html

http://www.genderindex.orqg/sites/default/files/datasheets/AL.pdf

United Kingdom Home Office (30 March 2012) Country of Origin Information
Report - Albania
http://www.refworld.org/docid/52ab0fd34.html

United States Department of State (13 April 2016) 2015 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices - Albania
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rIs/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2015&dli
d=252815

5. Conflict/Security

Balkan Insight (25 February 2014) Albanians Fighting Abroad Face 10 Years'
Jail

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albania-to-jail-citizens-who-fight-
abroad

Balkan Insight (15 January 2016) Albanian Activists Accuse Kosovo Police of
Abuse
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albanians-stopped-in-the-border-to-
join-pristina-protests-01-14-2016

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (21 August 2015) Albania:
Procedures to obtain a police report; whether a police report can be obtained
from abroad through a proxy; if so, requirements and procedures (2012-
September 2015) ALB105257.E

http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456075&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (19 February 2015) Albania:
Instances of Muslim extremists targeting members of the Albanian military
forces, including soldiers who formerly served in Iraq with US peacekeeping
forces (2004-February 2015) ALB105082.E

http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455738&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (28 February 2014) ALB104752.E
- Albania: Task force established to investigate falsified attestation letters for
blood feuds, including activities and cases investigated; reconciliation groups,
including whether any have been investigated for providing false attestation
letters (2012-February 2014)

http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455159&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (20 May 2009) ALB103123.E
Albania: Whether health officials at hospitals and clinics are required to report
cases of trauma, accidents and injuries to the police; procedures for reporting
these cases

http://www.refworld.org/docid/4b20f030c.html



http://www.genderindex.org/sites/default/files/datasheets/AL.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/docid/52ab0fd34.html
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2015&dlid=252815
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2015&dlid=252815
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albania-to-jail-citizens-who-fight-abroad
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albania-to-jail-citizens-who-fight-abroad
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albanians-stopped-in-the-border-to-join-pristina-protests-01-14-2016
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albanians-stopped-in-the-border-to-join-pristina-protests-01-14-2016
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456075&pls=1
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=456075&pls=1
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455738&pls=1
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455738&pls=1
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455159&pls=1
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455159&pls=1
http://www2.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/research/rir/index_e.htm?action=record.viewrec&gotorec=452556
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4b20f030c.html

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (14 April 2009) ALB103111.E
Albania: Whether any level of government or the municipality of Vau Dejes
maintains a list of existing blood feuds in order to provide financial assistance
to those who are unable to leave their homes because of the blood feuds
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4b20f02cc.html

The Jamestown Foundation (15 May 2015) Ethnic Albanian Foreign Fighters
and the Islamic State
http://www.jamestown.org/programs/tm/single/?tx_tthews%5Btt hews%5D=4
3917#.VKMYDNSvnK4

The Jamestown Foundation (2 October 2015) The Islamic State's Balkan
'Strongholds’
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?tx_ttnews%5Bpointer%5D=1&tx tthews%5
Btt news%5D=44446&tx_tthews%5BbackPid%5D=228&cHash=f8a0b90c08b
6fcf81ea54035198eb817#.Vwy-COROPK5

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (1 December 2015) Kosovo Albanian
arrested on terror charges
http://www.rferl.org/content/kosovo-albanian-arrested-terror-charges-islamic-
state/27400156.html

Small Arms Survey (April 2012) Capabilities and Capacities: A Survey of
South-east Europe’s Demilitarization Infrastructure
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/C-Special-reports/SAS-SR15-
South-East-Europe-Demilitarization.pdf

United Nations Committee Against Torture (26 June 2012) Consideration of
reports submitted by States parties under article 19 of the Convention
Concluding observations of the Committee against Torture — Albania
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1788 1344535791 cat-c-alb-co-2.pdf

United Kingdom Home Office (June 2014) Country Information and Guidance
- Albania: Blood feuds
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53b698e74.html

United States Department of State (19 June 2015) Country Reports on
Terrorism 2014 - Albania
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5587c75d9.html

War Resisters International (15 May 2005) World Survey of conscription and
conscientious objection to military service, Albania
http://wri-irg.org/programmes/world _survey/country report/en/Albania

6. Minorities/Ethnic Groups

Amnesty International (1 August 2012) Albania must suspend discriminatory
measures against Roma
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/20000/eur110082012en.pdf
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Australia: Refugee Review Tribunal (18 August 2010) Albania: 1. Please
provide current information on the extent to which gay men in Albania are at
risk of violence or other forms of serious harm. 2. Please provide current
information on whether the police provide protection to gay men, and if not,
whether the reason for this failure of State protection is the police attitude
towards gay men or alternatively a lack of resources. 3. Please provide
current information on whether there are areas in Albania where a gay man
could relocate to remove the risk of serious harm and/or obtain police
protection.

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4f40d8ea2.html

Balkan Insight (25 March 2013) Albania is Europe's Most Homophobic
Country, Survey Says
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/albania-is-the-most-homophobic-
country-in-europe-survey-says

Balkan Insight (18 February 2016) Balkans Told to Stop Forcible Evicting
Roma
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/council-of-europe-slams-balkan-
governments-over-roma-evictions-02-17-2016

Council of Europe (10 January 2011) Third Report Submitted by Albania
Pursuant to Article 25, Paragraph 1 of the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/4d2ec61b2.pdf

Council of Europe (4 June 2012) Advisory Committee on the Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities - Third Opinion on Albania
adopted on 23 November 2011

http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226 1346761232 pdf-3rd-op-albania-en.pdf

European Roma Rights Centre (22 August 2013) Roma Rights 2012:
Challenges of Representation: Voice on Roma Politics, Power and
Participation
http://www.errc.org/article/roma-rights-2012-challenges-of-representation-
voice-on-roma-politics-power-and-participation/4174

European Roma Rights Centre (16 February 2012) Fact Sheet: Roma Rights
in Jeopardy
http://www.errc.org/cms/upload/file/factsheet-roma-rights-record.pdf

European Roma Rights Centre (7 February 2012) NGOs Call for End to
Forced Evictions of Roma in Freezing Temperatures
http://www.errc.org/article/ngos-call-for-end-to-forced-evictions-of-roma-in-
freezing-temperatures/3965

Human Rights Watch (26 March 2012) Albania: Reprimand Official for Anti-
Gay Remarks
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/26/albania-reprimand-official-anti-gay-
remarks
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Human Rights Watch (16 February 2010) Albania: Anti-Bias Law a Victory
http://www.hrw.org/news/2010/02/16/albania-anti-bias-law-victory

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (7 February 2014) ALB104751.E -
Albania: Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination, including
complaints received based on discrimination against sexual minorities and
actions taken by the Commissioner; Anti-discrimination training provided to
government authorities, including effectiveness (2012-January 2014)
http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455115&pls=1

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (24 June 2013) ALB104457.E -
Albania: Situation and treatment of sexual minorities, including legislation,
state protection and support services (2011-June 2013)

http://www.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/RirRdi/Pages/index.aspx?doc=455115&pls=1
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