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Ceogr aphi cal _and denogr aphi c features

1. The Libyan Arab Janahiriya is situated in central North Africa between
latitudes 18° and 23° N and longitudes 9° and 25° E. It is bounded on the

east by Egypt and the Sudan, on the west by Tunisia and Algeria and in the
south by Chad and N ger. It has a southern Mediterranean coastline of about
1,800 kmand covers a total area of 1,775,500 km 2, which makes it the fourth
[ argest country in Africa after the Sudan, the Congo and Al geri a.

2. Its total population in 1990 was estimated at about 3, 947,200 persons.

The general state of the national econony

3. The national econony has achi eved trenendous results in various fields
by expl oiting petrol eumresources to inplenment soci o-economc projects in
areas relating to agricultural and industrial production, energy and roads,
the purpose being to create an econony based on sectors other than petrol eum
whi ch is a dimnishing and unstabl e resource.

4. The worl d econonic crisis that began in the early 1980s had a direct

i npact on petrol eum markets, in which prices dropped to a very |ow | evel

Mar keting policy and the need to maintain prices and establish ceiling
production |l evels inevitably caused a further deterioration. Al this had a
direct effect on the income of the petrol eumexporting countries, including
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 1In 1989, gross domestic product (GDP) at current

i ncone factor cost was estinated at about 7,223.5 nillion Libyan dinars and
the avail able statistics indicate that the contribution of non-petrol eum
econom c activities to GP rose from36.9 per cent in 1970 to 72.9 per cent in
1989, at current incone factor cost.
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5. Wth a view to achieving bal anced economc growth in all sectors and
regi ons and establishing a fundanental devel opnent base, the national econony
was bol stered by fixed investnments that anmounted to nmore than 28,429 dinars
during the period from1970 to 1988.

6. The avail able statistics indicate that average per capita cash income in
the Li byan Arab Jamahiriya, based on per caplta share of GDP, rose from

642 dinars in 1970 to 1,572 dinars in 1989, i.e. an annual conpound rate of
growth of 4.9 per cent.

7. During the period from 1970 to 1990, GDP at current income factor cost
rose from1,288.3 nmllion dinars in 1970 to about 7,816.8 mllion dinars
in 1990, i.e. an annual conpound rate of growh of 9.4 per cent.

8. Aver age annual devel opnent spendi ng, which anounted to about 264 mllion
dinars during the period from1970 to 1972, rose to 734.3 mllion dinars under
t he Devel opnent Plan for 1973-1975, to about 1,651.8 mllion dinars under the
Transition Plan for 1976-1980 and to about 2,138.6 mllion dinars under the
Transition Plan for 1981-1985. During the period from 1986 to 1990, average
annual expenditure anounted to about 898.3 mllion dinars.

9. The average per capita share in devel opnent spending rose

from 376 dinars during the period 1970-1972 to 876 dinars under the

Devel opment Pl an for 1973-1975, to 2,723 dinars under the Transition Plan for
1976- 1980 and to 2,899 dinars under the Transition Plan for 1981-1985. During
the period from1986 to 1990, however, owing to the decline in appropriations
and hence in devel opnent spending, the average per capita share in devel opnent
spendi ng was estimated at about 1, 038 dinars.

10. The inplenmentation of the transition plans and budgets during the period
from1970 to 1990 led to an increase in GDP at current inconme factor cost from
1,288.3 mllion dinars in 1970 to about 7,816.8 mllion dinars in 1990, i.e.

an average annual conpound rate of growh of about 9.4 per cent.

11. During the same period, total output deriving from non-petrol eum
econonmi c activities rose from475.7 mllion dinars in 1970 to about

5,566.7 mllion dinars in 1990, i.e. an estimated average annual conpound rate
of growth of 13.1 per cent.

Average growh of per capita incone based on per capita share of CGDP

1970- 1990
1970: GDP at current incone factor cost: 1,288.3 mllion dinars
Total popul ation at m d-year: 2,006, 000 persons
Per capita incorme: Uss$ 2, 169
1990: GDP at current incone factor cost: 7,816.8 mllion dinars
Total popul ation at m d-year: 3,947,200 persons
Per capita income: US$ 5, 400
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The political and | egal systens

12. Fol l owi ng the revolution of 1 Septenber 1969, sovereignty has been
exerci sed by the people in accordance with the Constitutional Declaration
of 11 Decenber 1969, article 1 of which stipulates that:

“Libya is a free and denocratic Arab republic in which sovereignty is
exercised by the people. It forns part of the Arab nation and its aim
is the achievenent of full Arab unity. Its territory is part of Africa
and it is known as the Libyan Arab Republic.”

13. However, subsequent to the Declaration, on 12 Rabi | 1397 A H
corresponding to 2 March 1977, the political systemof the Jamahiriya has been
based on the “people's authority”. Article 2 of the Declaration stipulates

t hat :

“The Holy Qur'an is the social code in the Socialist People' s Libyan
Arab Janehiriya, since authority belongs solely to the people, by whom
it is exercised through people's congresses, people' s committees, trade
uni ons, federations and professional associations (the General People's
Congress, the working procedures of which are established by |aw).”

An outline of the political system legislative and executive nmechani sms
and judicial authority in the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya

14. The political systemin the Geat Socialist People's Libyan Arab
Janahiriya is based on direct popul ar denocracy in which the nasses play their
political, economc and social role and take decisions concerning various
aspects of public and private life.

15. The concept of direct popul ar denocracy is based on the twin pillars of
peopl e' s congresses and people's conmttees. The peopl e' s congresses enbody
t he soverei gn deci sion-making authority, since sovereignty belongs to the
peopl e who exercise it through the people's congresses. Executive authority
is exercised by the people's comittees.

16. The peopl e as a whol e take deci sions through the peopl e' s congresses.
The peopl e al so appoi nt the people's conmittees, which are the instrunents
responsi ble for inplenentation of the decisions taken by the people's
congresses. The principle applied in the Jamahiri system (a system of direct
popul ar denocracy in which authority belongs to the people) is that the
peopl e' s congresses take the decisions, which are inplenented by the people's
conm ttees which are accountable to the congresses. Under the concept of
direct popul ar denocracy, the effective exercise of authority nmeans that the
peopl e controls itself. It also neans that there is no intermedi ary between
political reality, consisting in authority, and social reality, consisting in
the masses of the people.

17. At the basic people' s congresses, the people take decisions on foreign
policy, planning, the econony, education, health, defence, industry and
justice and al so pronulgate | egislation and appoint a people's comittee to

i npl enent the decisions taken in each of those fields.
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The leqgislative machinery

18. In keeping with this concept, legislative authority under the system of
the people's authority is exercised by the basic peopl e s congresses, which
constitute the instrument by which |laws are pronul gated, anmended or resci nded.
The basi c peopl e's congresses have authority to pronul gate | egislation,
whenever needed, to regul ate any aspect of public or private activity.

The nechani smof collective participation in legislation

19. Whenever |egislation is needed to regulate a particular field of social
life, the popul ar masses participating in the people' s congresses and
assenblies rai se and debate the issue on their own initiative. Their debates
determ ne the broad outline and objective of the legislation and a sunmary of
their conclusions is then referred to the people's commttees of the
Secretariat for Justice which, through its conpetent department, draws up a

bill of law for subm ssion at the next regul ar session of the people's
congresses, which debate the text of the bill, any part of which they may
amend or reject. Wen the text of the bill has been finalized and approved by

the congresses, it is subnmitted, together with their reconmrendations, to the
General Peopl e's Congress which, after considering all the opinions and
amendnents, promul gates the bill, which enters into force on the date of
publication in the Oficial Cazette.

20. As an alternative procedure, the General People's Commttee or the other
secretariats, each within its particular field of jurisdiction, may submt a
bill of lawto the next session of the people' s congresses, which discuss the
bill and nake any necessary anmendnents or reject it and send it back, with
comrents, to the conpetent people's committee so that it can be resubmtted to
t he congresses after any shortcom ngs have been rectified. In the event of
the bill being approved, it is referred, together with any comments or
amendnents, to the General People's Congress. The latter, being the genera
forumin which the congresses, people's commttees, trade unions and

prof essi onal associ ations nmeet, acts as an expanded general drafting commttee
to finalize the bill, which enters into force, followi ng its promul gati on by
the General People's Congress, on the date of its publication in the Oficial
Gazette.

21. The nechani sm of collective participation by the people in the

promul gation of legislation is therefore a two-track process in which the
peopl e' s congresses can either take the initiative or discuss bills of |aw
subnmitted by the General People's Committee or the people's conmmittees of the
various secretariats. In both cases, this participation nakes the people's



HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 77
page 5

congresses the sole legislative bodies in society. In actual fact, this is an
expression of the sovereignty of the people, which is exercised through the
peopl e' s congresses and assenbl i es.

The executive authority

22. This conprises all the activities of government agencies in the system
of the people's authority and consists of the Secretariats for Justice,

Health, Foreign Affairs, Planning, the Econony, the Treasury, Communications,
Educati on, Petroleum Defence, etc. These activities are undertaken by

peopl e's conmttees, appointed directly by the masses in the people's
congresses, which inplenment the decisions of the people' s congresses in each
of the above-nentioned fields. The people's conmttees report directly to the
congresses in accordance with the principle of people's congresses, which take
deci si ons, and people's committees, which inplenment those decisions and are

t hensel ves accountable to the congresses. This is the essence of direct
popul ar denocracy, as applied in Libya.

The judicial authority

23. This is exercised by the judicial machinery, consisting of the courts,
the Departnent of Public Prosecutions and ancillary bodies staffed by crimnal
i nvestigation officers.

24, The courts in Libya are of four types: «civil courts, crimnal courts,
adm ni strative courts and personal status courts (which apply Islamc |aw).

25. The Supreme Court, which is the highest judicial authority in the | ega
system hears appeal s brought before it in connection with civil, crimnal
adm ni strative and personal status judgenents handed down by the highest
courts of the four types.



