
",fi;slii '" 'R'llT 

'I''f'1''l' ~ O'I'I'lfil'>l 

~.~'6~~I<IIl1'll.,{I 

C"1~>IC"1ro", '6 :I'ft"fii~~ 

~ )o("IIi")('""'f)('!J .... )-~-~-<o)~ ~'f'!l"If, )"~ "'" 

~ ~ (~mII"lI"~ l!l'<n PI'5IN~ 'tJt1ff <II1<l<P&il) ..!l~ ~ ~~('~f) "!Hr ~ <1 

I£l~ mfih., M15IC1rn ~ "-'\-~ooo~ ~ ~ ~ ~ "lltJql~CO:Bi Rm 
The Prevention and Suppression of Human Traffi cking Act , 2012 <!Hr 

*mlt ~ '"""""''"' ~ ~..w, I 

C"f1l C"fC"lHIFiI ~ 

~_(wrr') 1 



The Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, 2012 

(Act No. 3 0(2012) 

120 February. 20121 

An Act to make provisions to prevent and suppress human tr afficking. 
to ensu ,·e the prott"Cl io l1 of victims of the offence of huma n trafficking and 
their rig hts, and to ensu re Sllfc mi gnltion. 

\VHEREAS it is necessary to make provisions to prevent and suppress 
human trafficking and to ensure the protection of victi ms of the offence of human 
trafficking and their rights and 10 ensure safe migration: and 

WHEREAS it is expedi ent and necessary to make provisions, keeping 
conformity with th e intcrnationn l slnndards. to prevent and suppress the 
transnati onal organised cri mes rclnti ng to human traffi cking; 

THEREFO RE it is hereby enacted as fol lows: 

Chapter I 

Preliminary 

I. Short title Hud cO llllllencemeut.------{ I) This ACI may be callcd the 
Prevention and SuppressiOll of Human Trafficking Act, 20 12. 

(2) It sha ll come IntO force at once 

2. Definition.- In thi s Act unless there is an)'thing repugnant in the subject 
or context-

(1) ··protecti ve home·'. by whatever name ca lled, mcans an institution 
except a prison which is established for the reception, shelter and 
rehabilitation of the victims of human trafficking or of the persons 
rl.'selled from human trafficking; 

(2) ·'sheltering·' o r ·'h:ubouri ng·' means to harbour, provide with shelter 
to or :'I.Ss ist in ~1Il~' other means, any person in order 10 se ll or traffic 
that person insid!.! or outside of the country, and shall also include 
the mc:..nmgs for which the term ·harbour' has been used in secti on 
52A of the Pe n:..i Code. 1860 (Act No. 45 of 1860); 

(3) '·dcbt~bondage·· mC:lIIS the condition that arises from il pledge by a 
person of hi s pcrsolml service or labour as security for a debt 
:..ctually owed or unlawfitll y claimed to be owed by that person, bUI 
the value of the st.:rvice or labour is not deemed to be paid the debt, 
or thc servi ce or labou r is unl imited: 



(4) "forced labour or service" means any work or service that is 
exacted from any person under the threat to loss or damage to lifc, 
liberty, right, property or reputation of the person: 

(5) "TribunaJ" means the Anti-Human Trafficking Offence TribunaJ 
established under thjs Act, or an y othcr Tribunal assigned or 
empowered as the Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal: 

(6) "slavery" means the reduction of status and posi ti on of any person 
to a condition in which he is cont roll ed or trented as property by 
another person and shal l also include a cond ition arising from a 
debt or a contract made by that person: 

(7) "Embassy" means any Mission or Embassy, High CommissIOn, 
Deputy High Commission, or Assistant High Commission of 
Bangladesh situated in a foreign country and shall also include the 
Consulate General and consulate and Visa Offices situated In such 
countri es; 

(8) " Prostitution" means the sexual t!xploiL.'1tion or abuse of any person 
for commercial purpose or for considerati on in money or kind; 

(9) "brothel" means any house, place or stnlctun: lIsed for the purpose 
of prostitution; 

(10) "victim of human trafficking" or "victim" means a person against 
whom the offence of human traffick ing hJS been committed under 
this Act and shall also include the legal guardians and hei rs of the 
person; 

(11) "fraud" means to defraud or indu CI;! others, whethc r willingly or 
recklessly, by any words or conduct or any written contract or 
document as to facts or the law and a deception as to thc IIltent of 
the person deceiving or an y other person, and shall also include the 
meaning for which the express ion -fraud ' has been uSl;!d in section 
17 of the Contract Act, 1872 (Act No. 9 of 1872): 

(12) "coercion" means the use of forcc·or intimidation or psychological 
pressure and shalt also include the thrl;!fll of doing ham or of 
ph ysical confinement, torture or any threat or psychologicaJ 
pressure of using the official or Icgal status of a person against 
another person; 

(13) ;'person" means a naturaJ pt!rson including any company, firm, or 
association or group of persons, whether incorporated or not; 



( 14) "child" means a person who has not completed the age of eightecll 
years: 

( 15) "o"ploitotioo- 0' "opp,ossion" moans, but sha ll oot be limited to, 
th e fo llowing actions done against any person with or without hi s 
or her consent: 

(a) exploitation or oppress ion of any person through prostitution 
or sexual exploitation or oppression: 

(b) taking benefits from any person engaging the person in the 
prostitut ion or production or distribution of pornograph ic 
ma{t~ria l s : 

(c) rece iving forced labour or service: 

(d) debt-bondage. slavery or servitude, practices similar to 
slavery. or servitude in household: 

tl!) exp loitation or oppression through fraudulent marriage: 

(t) forcibl y engaging any person in the amusement trade: 

(g) forcibly engaging an y person in begg ing; and 

(h) maiming an y person or the removal of organs for the purpose 
of trade: 

(1 6) "organi zed crimi,nai group" means an organization of a group of 
two or marc persons. Irrespecti ve of their nationality and where 
eve r they arc. ,vhich ex ists for a specific pe riod and the member of 
it acts together with a view to committing offences under this Act: 

(17) "consent" means the consent of a person which is given freely and 
consciously and is not influenced by his or her weak pos ition 
a ri sing out of hiS or he:r age. sex and socio-economic 
backwa rdness: 

( 18) "public servant/offic ial" mea ns a publi c servant me nt ioned in 
sect ion 2 1 of the: Penal Code. I R60 (Act No_ 45 of I k60) or a 
pe rson appointt:d in the service of the Republic as ddined in article 
152 of the constitution of the people's Republ ic of Bangladesh 
who is perform ing or carrying a ll! a Icgal duty under this Act: 

( 19) "servitudc" means lhe condit ions or th e obligations to work or to 
render services from which the person cannot t:scape and which he 
cannot prevent or alter. 



3. Human Trafficking-{I) "human trafficking" mea ns the selling or 
buying, recmiting or receiving, deporting or transferring, sending or confining or 
harbouring either inside or outside of the territory of Bangladesh of any person 
for the purpose of sexuaJ (!.xploitation or oppressioll, labour exploitation or any 
other form of exploitation or oppress ion by means of.-;-.. 

(a) threat or use afforce; or 

(b) deception, or abuse of his or her socio-economic or environmental or 
other types of vulnerability; or 

(c) giVing or receiving money or benefit (0 procure the consent of a 
person having control over him or her. 

(2) If the victim of trafficking is a child, it shal l be immateriaJ whether any 
of the means of committing the offence mentioned in clause (a) to (c) of sub­
section ( I) is used or not. 

Explanation.-For the purposes of th is section, if any person induccs or 
ass ists any other person through deception and for bad intenti on to move. migrate 
or emigrate for work or service, either Iflside or outside of the territory of 
Bangladesh. though he knows that such other person wou ld be put into 
exploitative labour conditi ons similar to practices of servitude or forced labour or 
into any ot her form of exp loitation or oppress ion as mentioned in sub-section 
(1 5) of section 2, such act of the person shall be included as an act within the 
meaning of "human trafficking" as defined in sub-section (I). 

4. Act to override and the applicability of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, etc.--( I) Notwithstand ing anything contained in any other law 
for the time being in force, the provisions of this Act shall have effect: 

Provided that, the provisions of an y other law for the time being in force 
containing bctter standard concerning the protection of victims and witnesses 
shall , subject to not being inconsistent with this Act, be applicable . 

(2) In the event of deficiency of any provision in this Act regarding the 
filing of any case or complaint, investigation and trial of the offences and any 
other matters relati ng to trail under this Act, the provis ions of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act No. 5 of 1898) and, as the case may be, the 
Evidence Act, 1872 (Act No. I of 1872) shaJ l be applicable. 

(3) The provisions of chapter HI of the Penal Code, 1860 (Act No. 45 of 
1860) shaH be applicable to determine the responsibilities in respect of the 
offences and penaltit:s under this Act. 



(4) Offences under this Act sha ll be deemed to be offe nces of ·cxtraditi on· 
within thc meaning defined in section 2( 1) (a) of th e Extradition Act, 1974 (Act 
No. 51l of 1974) . 

(5) Th is Act sha ll be comp lementary lO other ex isting laws concerning 
em igration and immigrati on and sha ll nor be used in derogation to the same . 

5. Ex tr aterritoria l llppli clltio n of this Acr.--{ l) Ifany offence under this 
Act is com milted by any person against a Bangladeshi nati onal outside th e 
territo ry of B.:mglades h or on board in ai rcraft or ship. th e provisions of this Act 
shall be appli cable . 

(2) If ,my person commits any' offence under th is Act from outs ide of 
Banglades h into the territory of Bangladesh or from inside of Bangladesh to the 
outside of Banglades h. tht: otTt:nce. and the whole process of its commiss ion shall 
be deemed to have been committed and raken place in Bangladesh. and th e 
provisions of thi s Act sha ll be applicable to the person and the offence . 

C haptcl· 11 

Human traffickin g and ancillary offences and penalties 

6. Prohibition of hl:lllan tra ffi cking a nd pcnalty .--{ 1) If any person 
commits an y act mentioned in section 3, such act shall be deemed to be the 
offencl: of human trafficking. 

(2») The person cOlllmitti ng the offence of human trafficking shall be 
punished with an imp risonment not exceeding impri sonment for li fe but not less 
than 5 (fi ve) yt::~l.T S of rigorous impri sonment and with fine not less than taka 50 
(flft\') thousand. 

7. Penalty for the o rga nized offe nce of huma n trafficking.- Where an 
offence under this Act is commi ul.!d by sevcral mcmbers of any orgamzed g roup 
for their common intention of acquiri ng financial or ot her material or immaterial 
benefit. eaeh member of the group shall be responsible for the offence and the 
person committed the offence sha ll be punished with dl.!ath or an imprisonment 
for life or a rigorous imprisonment for a ternl not less than 7 (seven) years and 
with fine not less than taka 5 (fi ve) lac. 

R. Penalty for insti gating, co nspiring or atte mpting to commit an 
offe nce.-( I) Where any person by instigating, conspiring or attempting to 
commit an offence of human trafficking or by knowingly a llowing his property to 
be used in the commission of, or facilitation of commi tting a ny such offence, or 
by receiving. cance ling. concealing, removing, destroying or taking possession of 
an y document engages himself in the offence he shall be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 (seven) years but not less than 3 (three) 
years and wi th fine not less than taka 20 (twenty) thousand . 



(2) The person who abets in the commiss ion of an y offence under this Act 
shall be punished with the equa l punishment prov ided for the concenwd offence. 

9. Penalty for forced or- bonded labo ut- 0'· sel"V ice.-lf any person 
unlawfu ll y forces an y other pcrson to work against his will or compels 10 providc 
labour or service or holds in debt-bondage or to exact from the person any work 
or service by using force or other means of pressure of by threat to do such, hc 
shall be deemed to have committed an offence ::md shall for the offence be 
punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 (twdve) years 
but not less than 5 (five) years and with fine not less than taka 50 (fifty) 
thousand. 

10. Penalty for kidnap ping, stealing and confining with intent to 
commit the offence of human trafficking.--( I) If an y person kidnaps, conceals 
or confines an y other pcorson with intent to comn~it the offence of human 
trafficking or to put that person into a state of sexual or othcr exploitation or 
oppress ion as mentioned in section 2 (15), he shall be deemed to have committed 
an offence and shal l for the offence be punished with rigorolls imprisonment for 
:-0 ~.;, In not excceding 10 (ten) ycars but not less than 5 (fi ve) years and with fine 
not less than taka 20 (twenty) thousand . 

(2) If any person stcals or kidnaps a new-born baby from any hospital, 
nursing homc, maternity clinic_ child-care centre, or the custody of parents of the 
new-born baby with intent to commit the offence of human trafficking, he shall 
be deemed to have committed an offence and shall for the offence be punishcd 
with imprisonmcnt for life or with ri gorous imprisonmcnt for a term not less than 
5 (fi ve) years and with fine not less than taka 50 (fifty) thousand . 

11 . Penalty for importing or transferring for prostitution or any othe l' 
form of sexual exploitation 0 1- oppress ioll ,- If an y person brings an y other 
person into Bangladesh or transfers the person ins idc the territory of Bangladt:sh 
with a vie,...- to engaging in prostitution or an y other form of sexual exploitation 
or oppression by means of force of fra ud or seduction_ be sball b!;! deemed to 
have committed an offence and shall for the offcnce be pU nished with rigorous_ 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 7 (seven) years but not less than 5 (fi ve) 
years and with fine not less than taka 50 (fifty) thousand . 

12. Penalty fo r keeping a brothel or allowing any place to be used as a 
brothel.--{ 1) If any person keeps or manages or ass ists or participates acti vely in 
the keeping or management of a brothel shall be deemed to have committed an 
offence and he shall for the offence be punished with rigorous imp risonment for 
a ternl not exceeding 5 (fi ve) years but not less 3 (three) years and with fill !;! not 
less than taka 20 (twcnty) thousand . 



(2) Any person. who---

(a) b~ lng the t~nallL lessee, occupi!;:r or person in charge of any plac~. 
knowingly permits such place or ally part thereof to be us!;:d as a 
broth!.!!. or 

(b) b~ing the owner of any hOllse. lessor or owm::r of any land or the 
agent of such owner or lessor lets the house or land, with the 
knowledge that the house or any part th ereof shall be uSed as a 
brothel. 

shall be dce lll t!d to haw committed an offel1ct: and for the offence be punished 
with rigorous imprisonment fo"r a term not exceeding 5 (fi ve) years but not less 
than 3 (three) ycnrs and with fine nOlless than taka 20 (l\\cnty) thousand. 

13_ Penalty (or soliciti ng for the p urpose of pros t it u t i on .~l fany person 
In any street or public place or from within any house or bui lding. by words. 
gestures. or indecent personal exposure attrncts the attenti on of an y other person 
for the purpose of prostitution he shaJl be deemed to have committed an offence 
~"ld sha ll, for the off~n cc. be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a teml not 
cxceed ing 3 (three) years or with fine not exceeding t,..ka 20 (twenty) thousand or 
with both . 

14. Pe na lty fOl' th reate ning the victim or witn esscs.~lf any person 
threatens, int imidates. or uses force against the victims of trafficking or \v itnesses 
of any proceedings or any member of his famil y and thereby seriously obstnlcls 
the investi gation or trial of any case initiated under this Act, he sha ll bG dccnlGd 
to ha ve committed an offence and shall for the affenCG be punished with rigorous 
impri sonment for a term not exceeding 7 (seven) years but not k ss than 3 (thn:c) 
yea rs and with fin G not k:ss than !aka 20 (twenty) thousand . 

15. Pen,l lty for fi ling fa lse case or compla int.---{ l) Ifany pt!rson files an y 
fa lse or fri volous case or complaint to harm any other person under this Act or. 
abuses the lega l process or compds an y other person to do so. he shall be deemed 
to have com mitted an offence and shall. for the offence. be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment (or a term not exceeding 5 (five) years but not less than 2 
(two) years and with fine not less than taka 20 (r-went y) thousand. 

(2) The Tribunal establi shed undt:r thi s Act may. upon a writlen complaint 
or on its own mOl ion. take eognizanct: of the offence mentioned in sub-sect ion 
(I) and proceed to try thl! offence, and, if nect:ssary, by record ing the rt:aso ns, 
stay the original case . 

16_ Cog nizability, Compo un dability and ba ilabil ity of offe nces.-Thc 
offcnces under this Act shall be cogni zab le. non-bai lable. and non­
compoundab le_ 



Chapter III 

Filing of complaints and investigation 

17. Filing of complaints.-( I) In case of eommis!;iion of any offence under 
thi s Act, any person may file a complaint regarding the offence to the police or to 
the Tribunal, and the police shall provide with necessary security to such 
complaint and conceal his identity unless otherwise required for the purpose of 
any lega l proceeding. 

(2) The Government may, if it th inks fit, appolllt one or more Special 
Prosecutors (Public Prosecutors) to conduct cases before the Tribllllal. 

(3) If the Tribunal submits any report to the Govemment against a Special 
Prosecutor appointed under sub-section (2) regarding any serious negligence of 
his duty, the Government shall remove or replace the Public Prosecutor. 

18. Legal presumption as to commission of offence.-Where any victi m 
of trafficking or an y material used for the commission of the offence of 
trafficking is rescued or recovered from tbe custody or a place under the di rect 
contro l of any person and if such person reasonably doubts to be, or is identified 
by the victim to be the trafficker, the person may be me presumed, un less the 
contrary is proved, to have committed the offence of human trafficking under thiS 
Act. 

19 . . Investigation.-( l) Where an offence committed u.nder this Act is 
reported to the police, or upon a reference of investigation by the Tribunal, a 
police officer of the concerned police station not below the rank ofSub-lnspcclOr 
shall conclude the in vestigation under tills Act 

(2) In the likelihood of commission of any offence under this Act, the 
police may conduct a proactive inquire before the filing of the fLfst in fo rmation 
report regarding the commission of the offence. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of section 20, the Investigation under sub­
section (I) shall be concluded within 90 (ninety) working days from the date on 
whi ch the case is filed or the reference from the Tribunal is received. 

(4) If the Investigation is not concluded within the time mentioned in sub­
section (3), the Investigation officer shall, before at least three days prior to the 
end of the time limit appl y in writing to hi s controlling officer or. io case of 
receiving a reference of investigation from thl! Tribunal , to th e Tribunal for an 
extension of the period, and the controlling officer or the Tribunal, as the case 
may be, may. upon being satisfied regarding the reasons shown fOT the failure to 



• 

conclude the Investigation, extend the period of investigation by another 30 
(thi rty) working days: 

Provided that, in case of a transnationai investigation, onl y the Tribunal 
may extend the period of such investigation and in this case the Tribunal may 
extend a reasonable period of in\'cstigation by its own discretion. 

(5) In case ofnllY in vestigation ofa transnationa l offence under this Act, if 
it is required to travl;! a fore ign country to examine foreign evidence, the poli ce 
authority shall . with approva l pf the Tribunal, constitute a spec ial investigation 
team to concl ude lilt; in vC'stigation withi n a time fi xed by the Tribunal, and shall 
in so far as poss ible pro\!ide with admini strati ve and financ ial ass istance to the 
in vestigation team. 

(6) With a view to coordinating and monitoring the investigation, rendering 
of security by and preventi ve funct ions and duties of the police under this Act, 
the Government shall, by notifi cation in the official Gazette, establish a central 
monitoring cell at the police headquaners . 

20. Preven tive sea rch and seizure.--{ I) With a view to preventing the 
commiss ion of any offence of human trafficking, a police officer not below th e 
rank of a Sub-Inspector, bei ng directed or authorized by his superior officer. sha ll 
have power 10 conduct preventi ve search, to enter into any premises and to seize 
any eq uipm ent or proof or document used or likely to be used in the commiss ion 
of any offence under thi s Act. 

(2) The search under sub-section ( I) May be undenaken without a warrant 
if there is a reasonab le ground to believc that there are eq uipments or materia ls 
for the commission of any offence under thi s Act with any person or at any place, 
and that the delay in obtaining a se:m:h warrant would lead to the actual 
com mission of such an offence or to the loss of evidence; and before such sea rch, 
the police officer ready to condll ct the search shall ask two or more respectable 
persons of tli t.! loca lity in which search is to be conducted 10 remain presenl 
during th e search and to be witnesses thcrt.!to and the search shall be conducted in 
presence of Ihese witnesses and the poliee officer shall prt:pare a list of aJl 
articles found in th e search and of places in which the search has been conducted 
and shall obtain signatures of the witnesses thereon. 

(3) The search under sub-section (I) shal l be conducted in compliance With 
the provisions provided in section 103 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 
and with due respect being paid to human rights and dignity of the person wh ose 
body or property is bei ng searched, and. in particular. when the search is 
condu ctcd against any wOlllan there shall be a female officer or a female 
probation offi cer \\'ith the sea rch team. 



(4) The officer conducting the search, shall prepare a report describing 
reasons and results of the search within 72 (st!venty-two) hours of the search 
concluded and shall send a copy of the same to the concerned magistrate and to 
the Tribunal having jurisdiction to try thc relevant offence through electronic or 
any other means, which shall be preserved in the custody of the Tribunal and a 
copy of the report shall also be given to the superior officer of the concerned 
officer and so the person against whom the search IS conducted. 

Chapter IV 

The Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal and the Trial of Offences 

21. Establishment of Anti-Human Tr:lfficking Offence Tribunals.­
(I ) For the PUIpOsc of speedy tria l of offences und(;!r this Act, the Government 
may. by notification in the official Gazette, establish an Anti-Human Trafficking 
Offence Tribunal consisting of a judge of the rank of a Sessions Judge or 
Additional Sessions Judge in any district. 

(2) Until such Tribunals are established in accordance with sub-section (I), 
the Government may, assign and empower the Nari 0 Shishu Nirjaton Daman 
Tribunal in each district as the Anti-Human Trafficking Offence Tribunal of the 
district. 

(3) The offences under this Act shall be tried onl y by a Tribunal established 
under this Act. 

(4) The offence may be tried by the TriblUlal undet whose territorial 
jurisdiction any offence or any part thereof is committed or the victim of the 
offence of human trafficking is rescued. 

(5) If any offence under this Act is committed outside the territory of 
Bangladesh by any Bangladeshi c itizen or company or by a habituall y resident in 
Bangladesh, the Tribunal, under whose territorial jurisdiction he was a resident 
or, in case of a company~ its registered office was located, may try the offence. 

22. Powers of the Tribunal.-{ I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 
Tribunal shall have all the powers of a Court of Sessions, and, for the interest of 
justice, the Tribunal may issue any protective order a.nd direct any person or 
instituti on to submit any report, documcnt or register to the Tribunal under the 
control or disposal of the person or institution. 

(2) For the interest of speedy trial of the offences under this Act or for the 
security of any victim or witness, the Tribunal may, by itself or through any 
Commiss ion, record the statement. of any witness or examine him at any place 
directly or though any electronic means, and the Tribunal may accept any official 
statement or report of any public officer or employee as evidence under this Act, 
exempting him to depose before the Tribunal. 



(3 ) Du ring the period of trial or before the prosecution of an offence und\!r 
this Act, the Trib unal may. upon an App li cation by any person or on its own 
motion refer any victim of human trafficking under the custody of any publ ic or 
private protective home or under the custody of any competent person or 
organiznti on incl udi ng the Social Welfare Department for such time :md subject 
to such cond itions as may be determi ned and. " the victim is a woman or a child. 
the T ribunal. while pass ing an order under thi s sub-secti on. may consider the 
opin ion of such victim. 

(4 ) A magisl"'!c having necessary jurisdi ction may, in any case before 
framing charge. exe rcise the. power confe rred under sub-section (3) wi th 
Ill!cessnryadaptat ion. 

(5) The T ri bu na l may, upon hearing thc prosecution and by recording th e 
reasons, gr:JJ1t b:JiI to a person acc used under this Act and. when exercising the 
di scretion to grant bai l under th is sub-section, the tribunal shall take into 
consideration, nmong ol1n:r things, the gravity of th e offence committed. th e 
security and injury of the victim and witn~ss , and the previous record of 
cnrninalit y of the accused_ 

(6) While granting ba il to an accused, the Tribunal may att.'lch to the bail a 
control order inC luding the instructions of attendance of such bailed person 
before the police or any officer of tbe Tribunal on such da ys as it may determine. 

23. Tribunal 's Power to dire!;:t further investigatioll.- The Tribunal may. 
upon appl ic~[ i on of any person or of its own motion, direct any fu rth er 
in vestigation of ally case and to submit report within such time as it may 
determi nc . 

24. Time-l imit to concl ude t he trial.-----(I) The Tribunal shall conclude the 
trial within 180 (onc hundred and eighty) working days from the date on whi ch a 
charge for an offence under this Act has been framed. 

(2) Despite the provis ion of sub-section (I ), the failure to conclude the trial 
within such time-limit shal l not cancel the trial, but the Tribunal shall, within 10 
(ten) working days send a report to the High Court Division of the Supreme 
Court of Bang ladesh ex plai ning the reasons for not being able to conclude the 
tri al withi n the t ime. 

1 5. Trai l in-l'amera.- For the interest of justice and to protect thc child and 
woman victim. the Tribunal may, by stating the reasons, direct that the trial of an 
offence under th is Act be conducted in-camera with the presence onl y of the 
parties la the case and their advocates or other representati ves as the Tribunal 
may permit. 



26. Appointment of interpreters.- The victim of trafficking or any other 
witness may, at any stage of the trial of an offence under thi s Act, request for a 
translator or interpreter including an y sign-language interpreter, and the Tribunal 
ma y issue an appropriate order to that effect. 

27. Seizure, freeze and confiscation of properly and extra-ter ri to rial 
injunclion.-{ I) The Tribunal may. upon an application by an y person or of its 
own motion, at any stage of the trial pass an order to seizc. freeze or confiscate 
any movable or inmlOvable property which has been acquired by the accused 
person through the commission of an offence under this Act. 

(2) The Tribunal may, pass an order to attach any house, land or vehicle if it 
has reasons to beljeve that such house, land or vehicle has been or is being used 
for committing or attempting an y offence under tlus Act. 

(3) If any person is convicted ofan offence under this Act, the Tribunal may 
confiscate the property acquired by the convict through the commiss ion of the 
offence, and the property so confiscated shall be depos ited to the Human 
Trafficking Prevention Fund. 

(4) For the interest of the trial of any offence committed under this Act, thc 
Tribunal may issue an order to freeze and attach the proceeds of crime located in 
a foreign country and any property subsequentl y acquired by the accused person 
through such property and if the order is violated, the accused shall be punished 
with rigorous Imprisonmcnt for a tcrm 110 t exceeding 5 (fi ve) years and with fine 
not less than taka 20 (twe nt y) thousand. 

(5) In specifying the property to be frozen or attached under this scction, the 
Government and the concerned Bangladesh Embassy situated abroad shall, dul y 
cooperate the Tribunal, and if any order under sub-section (4) is issued, the 
Government shall inform the competent authority of the country in which the 
concerned property is located about the orders of the Tribunal. 

28. Order of compensation by the Tribunal.-( I) Where an accused 
person is convicted of an offence of committed under this Act, the Tribunal ma y 
pass an order to the accused to pay the vi ctim of the offence of human trafficking 
a reasona.ble amount of compensation in addition to fine imposed by it, and, an y 
such compensation shaH be recovered by the tribuna! directl y or, if necessary, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Public Demands Recovery Act, 19 13 
(Bengal Act No. UI of 19 13). 

(2) If the Tribunal only passes an order of fine, without passing the order of 
compensation under sub-section (I) it may order that tlle whole or any part of the 
fine so imposed be provided to the victim of trafficking or to the vi ctim. 



(3) The amount of compensation passed under sub·section (I) shall be 
determ ined at th e disc retion of the Tn bunal, and. while awarding compensation, 
it shall take into consideration the maners regarding the costs of ph ys ical and 
mental treatmcnt of the affected person, costs of necessary transportation or 
temporary housing. 1051 income. suffe rance, the actlla l or emotional inj ury and 
the gravity of the distress. 

29. Admissibili ty of foreign documents, writte n proofs or 
Ill;l feri als.--{ I) Notwithstandin g an y1hing contained in any other law for the 
time being In force. :Ul\, fo reign written docu ment, order or j udgement of the 
court . report of investigati on or declaration of government. if dul y sent. signed 
and authent icated by a competent authority. sha ll be adn11Ssible as evidence 
before the T ri bunal upon attestation by the concerned country's Embassy in 
Banglades h or, In absC'ucC' of its Embassy in Bang ladesh, by the auth ority 
asslgm;d as such Embassy. 

(2) Any document includ ing powers of attomey generated abroad by an y 
Bangladeshi shall not be ad missible as e"idence in a proceeding under thi s Act 
unless it is atlcstcd and authcnticatlo:d by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
accordan ce with the ex isting ru les relating thereto. 

(3) The Ministry of Foreign Affai rs or any Bangladesh Embassy shall not 
be liable for the genuineness of the cont ents of any documcnt attested and 
authenticated by it 

30. Admissibil ity of electroni c proofs.-Any ev idence held in audio· 
visual instmmcnts or through an y electron ic communicati on sha ll, subject to the 
sati sfaction of the Tribunal, be admissi ble as evidence. 

31. Appcals.- An appea l against any order, judgment or scntence of a 
Tribunal may be preferred to the High Court Division of the Supreme Court of 
Bangladesh wi thin 30 (thirty) days from the date of th e order passed or the 
judgment or scnt encc declared. 

C hapter V 

Assistance, protection and rehabil itation of the victims of huma n tr affickin g 
and witnesses 

32. Identifi cati on and resc ue the victims of human tra ffi cking or the 
victims.-{ 1) The Governmcnt shall make procedures by rules for identifi cati on, 
rescue, repatriation and rehabilitation of the victims of human trafficking and act 
by partnership with concerned government and non-government organi zations. 



(2) The processes of identification, rescue, repatriation and rehabilitation of 
the affected persons, shall be conducted with special regard bcing paid to the 
welfare and special needs of women and children and in a victims-friendl y 
manner. 

33. Repatriation and return of the victims of human trafficking.--( l ) if 
any Bangladeshi national is identifi ed as a victim of human trafficking in a 
foreign country, the Government shall, in cooperation with the concerned 
Bangladesh Embassy in the country and, if necessary, with tbe Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs or the Ministry of Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas 
Employment, initiate the process to return the person in Bangladesh. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I) , if any 
Bangladesh Embassy in a foreign country comes to know that a victim of human 
trafficking being a citizen of Bangladesh is detained or arrested in the country, 
the Embassy shall initiate the process to rescue, release and return of the affected 
person to Bangladesh. 

(3) If any victim of human trafficking is compelled to stay in a foreign 
~.Juntry for any case, the Bangladesh Embassy shall take measures to provide 
him with legal counsel ing or assIstance. 

(4) When a foreign national has belen identi fied as a vIctim of human 
trafficking in Bangladesh, the Government., in cooperation with the Embassy of 
the concerned country in Bangladesh shall, after concluding due legal process 
and recording the statement of the Vict im, initiate the process to repatriate such 
person to his home country through proper diplomatic channd. 

34. Providing with information to the victims and to the public 
generally.--(I) TIle Victim of human trafficking shall be entitled to be info rmed 
by the Government or police or, as the case may be, non-government 
organizations of the actions taken against the traffickers and of the stages of the 
concerned criminal case at least once in a month . 

(2) The investigating officer or the person or organization ident ifying and 
rescuing the victim of human trafficking shall at once inform the affected person 
of his rights to compensation and lega l aid and of other benefits available under 
this Act. 

(3) With due regard being paid to the right of privacy of the victims of the 
oA'ence of human trafficking, the competent authority of th t: Government shall , 
in order to effecti ve ly carry out the functions of identification, rescue, transfer, 
return, repatriation and rehabilitation of the victims of human trafficking, 
maintain a comprehensive data·storage including necessary data to provide with 
necessary information to the relevant professionals. journalists or to the public. 



35. Establishment or protective homes and rehabilitation centre.-----{ I) 
With :I view to fac ilitating ph ys ica l and ps ychological treatm~nl, rehabilitation 
and fa mily reconciliation of the victims of trafficking, the Government shall. 
establ ish adeq uate numbers of protccti Vl' hom<:." and rehabilitation centre 
throughout the country. 

(2) Aft l;!r the commencement of this Act, ewry person or organ izaton 
willing to establi sh an y such protective hOIn!;;: or rehabilitation centre shall not 
conduct any acti viti es without obtaining the license or temporary permission 
from the Government by such manner and under sueh contiti ons as may be 
prescri bed by ruks: 

Provided that an y protecti ve home or rehabilitation centre already 
established, shall obtain such license or permit within 6 (SIX) months from the 
commencement of thi s Act. 

36. Protection, ,"ehabilitation and soc ial integration .--{ I) The victim of 
human trafficking shall. upon being resclled. ifnol returned to his own fhmi ly. be 
se nt to all Y governmellt or non-govemmeTH protecti ve home or rehabili tat ion 
r.enln.: and all information relating thereto sha ll be sc.nt at once to the 
Govt:mm.:nt or to th e com pctent authority. 

(2) Every victim of human traffi cking residing in a protecti ve home or 
rehabilitat ion centre shall be !;;ntitled lo gi ve consent to the concemed matter and 
to get. medi ca! treatment and legal and psychologica l counseling sc. rVlce 
including sustainabl e rehabilitation and social integration facilities. 

37. Provisions regarding the protection of victims or affected persons 
aud witnesses in crimina l trail.---( I) An y person or agency dea ting \\l jth the 
subject-maner of thi s Act shall cndcavor to ensure that an y victim of the offence 
of human trafficking is not subj ectcd to convicti on or punishment under thi s Act 
or any other e.xisling law 

(2) No bod y shall publish or broadcast the name, photograph or any 
informatIon or Identity of a victim of human trafficking or of :my member of hi s 
famil y wi thout the permission of the Tribunal, and who cont ravenes th e provision 
shall be punishc.d \\l ilh imprisonment for a tem1 not exceeding 6(s ix) months or 
with fi ne not exceeding taka I (onc) lac or with both . 

(3) If any victim of human trafficking or witness is threatened or 
apprehended by any th reat or risk of any kind sha ll be entitled to receive police 
protecti on and other protecti ve measures to be provided by the Government, and 
the securit y being provided to the victim ofth l.:. offence of human trafficking or to 
thl' witness during t.ravel to the court or othcr prosccutorial institutions or 
residing in a protecti ve home shal l also be inc luded to those government 
protective mcasurcs_ 



38. Protection of the rights of child victims aDd witnesses .---( l) Without 
prej udice to the general ity of the provisions of this Act regarding the protection 
of the victims and witnl!sses , any person including the Tribunal dealing with a 
child victim or witness shall apply the principle of welfa re and the best interest of 
the child and the principle of priority and follow the provisions of any other law 
for the time being in force as wcll as the principles in different international 
instruments, and take necessary measure to avoid the child victims to be 
convicted or the stigmat izalion and social marginalization of Ihe child victim and 
the child witness. 

(2) No child coming in contact or conflict with this Act shall bl! dea lt with 
by the police or the Government or any otber person dealing with the subject 
matters of this act otherwise than through the intervent ion of a child-friendly 
officer and processes, and , no child victim of human trafficking or victim child 
shall be sent or detained in any deve lopment center or in a remand home. 

39. Right to institute civil suit for compensation.-Without prejudice to 
the right to institute criminal proceedings, and bes ides any criminal proceeding 
initiatl!d, the victim or the victim of human trafficking may sue fo r compensation 
in any civil court for his actual sufferance or lega l injury resulti ng from the 
offence committed under this Act or for the breach of any contract concerned to 
the offence. 

40. Financial assistance to the victim of human trnfficking.- Without 
prejudice to the right or opportunity to recei ve legal aid from any non­
government organization or under the Legal Aid Services Act. 2000 (Act No. VI 
of 2000), the Government may provide financial assistance to the victim of 
human trafficking or to the victi m from the fund established under this act. 

C hapler VI 

Joint or mutual lega l assistance to suppress and prevent human trafficking 

41 . Joint or mutual lega l assistance and cooperation to suppress and 
prevent human trafficking.--( I) With a view 10 facilit..'lting joint or mutual 
legal assistance in in vestigations, trail and judicial proceedings regarding 
offences under this Act, the Government shall sign memorandum of 
understanding or agreements with other States in whi ch the victims, witnesses, 
proceeds, instrumentalities. ev idence or defendants or abettor of offences under 
this Act arc located or are likely to be located: 

Provided that, unless the memorandum of understanding and the 
agreements arc s igned under this. sub-section, nothing of this act shall prevent the 
Government to take administrative measures for receiving or rendering of such 
joint or mutual legal assistance. 



(2) The Government may by the memorandum of understanding or 
agreement signed under sub-section (I) provide for joint or mutual legal 
assist .. mce in the fo llowing matters, namel y ;-

(a) in vestigation of the offence of human trafficking, conducting of 
searches and seizures and the matters regarding legal assistance to 
the victims of human trafficking; 

(b) examination of the witness under oaths, and exchange of the 
statement of the witness, government report and evidence submitted 
in the court; 

(c) mutual exchange of the victim of human trafficking and the persons 
commi tted the offence of human trafficking or the persons 
sentenced for committing such offence: 

(d) necessa ry legal, diplomatic and administrative assistance for the 
purpose of enforcing court orders relating to confiscation of 
proceeds of crime or property or fines or attachment: 

(e) Sustainable rehabilitation of the victims of human trafficking and 
their social rei ntegration in home countries . 

C hapter VII 

Miscellaneous 

42 . The Human Trafficking Prevention Fund.-( l ) After the coming 
into force of this act, the Government shall, by notifi cation in the official Gazene, 
establish a fund to be called ' 'The Human Trafficking Prevention Fund" and the 
fun~ ,sha ll be used and opcr.ltt.xl in accordance with .the manner prescribed by 
niles . 

(2) The money received from the fo llowing sources shall be deposited 10 

the Human Trafficking Prevention Fund. narnel y :-

(a) grants or sanction from the Government: 

(b) grants from any loca l authority; or 

(c) grants from any person or institution; and 

(d) money received from any other source to prevent and suppress 
human traffick ing. 



43. National Anfi-Human Trafficking Authority.-For the purposes of 
this Act. the Government may. establish a body to be called the National Anti­
Human Trafficking Authority in the manner prescribed by rules. 

44. Offences by companies or fir ms.-Where any offence under this Act 
is committed by a company or firm, whether incorporated or not in Bangladesh, 
the persons who were the proprietors, di rectors, managers, secretaries or agents 
of the company or firm at the time of the commission of the offence, shall be 
deemed to have committed the offence ... unless the accused may prove that the 
offence has been committed beyond his knowledge and has tried his best to 
prevent it. 

45 . The application of the principle of equa lity and the provision to 
prevent abuse of power.--( l) In dealing with the accused, victims and 
witnesses under this act, the principle of equality shall be followed, and no body 
shall be discriminated against. 

(2) If an y complain aga inst an y public officer or employee for abusing 
public power or failing in discharging hi s legal duties under this Act is proved, 
the employing authority shall, at the recommendation of the Tribunal, take 
di sciplinary punitive actions against him in accordance with the service rules and 
the Tribunal may also pass order against such person for paying adequate 
compensation. 

(3) If any disciplinary punitive action is taken under sub-section (2), the 
employing authority shall report it to the Tribuna1 within one month of such 
action taken. 

46. Power to make rUles.--( I) For the purposes of this Act, the 
Government may, by notification in the offic ial Gazette, make rules . 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the power conferred under sub­
section (I), such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, 
namely :-

(I) sources of the Human Trafficking Prevention Fund; 

(2) operations of the Fund; 

(3) method and criteria for obtaining g.ra.nt from the Fund: 

(4) the amount and divisions of the grants from the fund; and 

(5) any orner functions prescribed by rulc~ . 



47. Repeal and s3vings.--(I) The Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, 
1933 (Act No. VI of 1933) and sections 5 and 6 of the Nan 0 Shishu Nirjaton 
Daman Ain. 2000 (Act No. VIII of 2000), are hereby rcpeaJed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, any order issued , direction given or acts 
done or an y case filed under or in pursuance of the repealed acts shall. from the 
date of the commenct!l11ent of this Act. be det!med to ha ve been made, issued, 
taken, done or filed undcr th is Act and shall continue accordingl y. 

48. Publication of an Authentic English Text .-{ I) After the 
commencement of th is Act, the Government shall , as soon as possible, by 
notification in the officia l Gazette, publish an Authenti c English text of this Act 

(2) In case of an y conflict between the Bangla Text and the English Text, 
the 8angla Text shall prcvail. 
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