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BENIN
In view of the 113th Session of the Human Rights Committee, the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP), would like to communicate several points concerning the situation of the death penalty in Benin.
Death penalty
1. The last execution in Benin took place in 1987. On 18 August 2011 the National Assembly of Benin counted 54 votes in favour of ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, with only 5 votes against and 6 abstentions. Benin acceded to the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR on 5 July 2012. Benin also demonstrated its commitment as regards abolition of the death penalty by co-sponsoring the UN General Assembly resolutions for a moratorium on the use of the death penalty in 2007, 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014.
2. Benin's new Criminal Procedure Code adopted in December 2012 does not provide for the death penalty. However, the Penal Code still provide for the death penalty.

3. Benin accepted the recommendations made during its UPR in 2008 and 2012 to consider the abolition of death penalty. 
4. During the Continental Conference on the Abolition of the death penalty in Africa convened in Cotonou, Benin in July 2014, the Minister of Justice of Benin, Djenontin-Agossou Valentin, stressed the role Benin wants to play at the continental level, where it proposed the establishment of an African observatory on the death penalty, and at the international level in the global mobilization to achieve the abolition of the death penalty in the world. He also said that the government has initiated a process to revise its Penal Code, which would abolish the death penalty.
5. However, as of 1st January 2015, Benin has yet to adopt the new Penal Code. The World Coalition thus urges Benin to abolish the death penalty in its legislation, including by adopting a new Penal Code as soon as possible.
The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP) gathers over 160 members: human rights organizations, professional associations and local authorities on the five continents who have united to campaign for the universal abolition of the death penalty. It was founded in 2002 in Rome. Its actions include the World Day Against the Death Penalty, a ratification campaign of the United Nations Protocol aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and a campaign for the implementation of the UNGA moratorium resolution.
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