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UN Special Envoy Jan Eliasson visits Sudan 

 

UN Secretary- General’s Special Envoy for Darfur Jan Eliasson arrived on 6 August in Sudan from 

Arusha, Tanzania, for a five-day visit to the country, including the three capitals of Darfur States.  

The visit will be concluded on 11 August.  

 

On 7 August, in Khartoum, Special Envoy Jan Eliasson met with Presidential Advisor Nafie Ali 

Nafie and Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs Mutrif Siddiq and briefed them on the Arusha 

meeting with leading personalities of the DPA non-signatory movements and its outcome. 

 

The visit of the Special Envoy to El Geneina (8 August), Nyala ( 8-9 August), and El Fasher (9-10 

August, will include meetings with representatives of the IDPs, tribal leaders, Arab nomads, civil 

society groups, as well as meetings with the local authorities. He will plans to travel to N’Djamena, 

Chad, on 10 August, to meet President Deby.  

 

IOM Sudan Completes Return Air Operation for Displaced People to the South 
 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) announced yesterday that its air operations to 

help internally displaced people (IDPs) from Khartoum to their areas of origin in the country the 

country has ended. 
 

A total of 1,530 IDPs returned by air to Central and Western Equatoria States since the air 

operations began in mid July.  
 

The air returns were part of a Joint Organized Return Programme of the Government of National 

Unity, the Government of Southern Sudan, the UN and IOM in which 63,000 South Sudanese IDPs 

will be helped to return to their former homes in 2007, which many have not seen for more than 20 

years. So far, nearly 45,000 displaced South Sudanese have been assisted by road, barge and air 

since the programme began in early February.  
 

All the IDPs were medically screened and vaccinated prior to their departure by an IOM health 

team at the El Salam Departure Centre on the outskirts of Khartoum. Upon arrival in Juba, the 

returnees were provided accommodation at the UNHCR and German Technical Corporation (GTZ) 

operated way station. They were subsequently assisted by IOM to their final destinations in Western 

and Central Equatoria states.  
 

On arrival at their final destinations, returnees were given a three-month food ration by the World 

Food Programme (WFP). The United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) has been assisting the air 

operation by providing cargo flights to transport the luggage of the returnees to Juba.  
 

UNHCR and Sudan Commissioner for Refugees recommend recognition of Chadian 

Refugees newly arrived to Darfur 
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UNHCR announced yesterday that the UN Refugee Agency and its Sudanese governmental 

counterpart, the Commissioner for Refugees (COR), have recommended that thousands of new 

arrivals from Chad who have crossed over to Darfur in recent months be recognized by the 

Government of Sudan as refugees on a prima facie basis. This is the primary recommendation of a 

recent UNHCR-COR report. However, the report also specifies that refugee status should not be 

granted to active or former combatants who could be part of the groups from Chad. 
 

The joint recommendations follow months of in-depth field assessments by UNHCR and COR 

throughout West Darfur, and refer to interviews with newly-arrived refugees. UNHCR and COR 

estimate as many as 30,000 people have left Chad for Darfur in a steady flow since early this year. 
 

The joint report states that most of the new arrivals are Arab nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes, but 

there are also some non-Arab tribes. Two-thirds of the group entered West Darfur around Foro 

Baranga, 200 kms south of El Geneina. A large number of them settled along the Wadi Azoum river 

bed. They come from settlements along the Chad-Sudan border, with the majority originating from 

the Tiero, Marena, Mayo and Awinrado areas in south-eastern Chad.  
 

UNHCR and COR undertook several assessment missions to other arrival areas such as Mukjar, 

Mornei, Bindinsi, Um Dukhum, El Geneina and Krenek.   
 

The UNHCR-COR report also mentions that, upon their arrival in West Darfur, some families 

reported having been directed by local Sudanese tribesmen or local Sudanese leaders to occupy 

empty land, especially in the Wadi Azoum and Wadi Saleh areas. The land belongs to people who 

are now displaced in camps in Darfur or refugees in eastern Chad. The report recommends that the 

Sudanese Government clarifies without delay land ownership issues, and ensures that owners of the 

land - mainly IDPs in Darfur and refugees in Chad - will be able to return to their villages of origin 

when they feel it is secure to do so.  
 

The report underlines that most of the newly-arrived do not appear to be in need of urgent food or 

material assistance. Most of the families arrived with their livestock and bags of sorghum, and have 

installed their portable shelters in the various locations in West Darfur. However, the report 

recommends that the most vulnerable people among the group be provided with food ration. The 

report recommends that the Minister of Health launches a vaccination campaign for children as 

soon as possible.  Finally the report mentions that in some cases, the nationality of newly arriving 

people is not clear as some claim to be Sudanese nationals who left their country in the 1980s 

because of a severe drought and had been since living in Chad. UNHCR and COR recommend that 

Sudanese authorities clarify the nationality of these people and any other groups who do not 

originate from Chad or Sudan. 
 

More information on UNHCR-COR report is available at www.unhcr.org 

 

Southern Sudan and the Transitional Areas 
 

Humanitarian Developments 
 

During the week of 31 July to 6 August, seed and tool distribution was completed in Northern Bahr 

el Ghazal State. Most food distributions targeting returnees had also been completed. In addition, 

6,600 Non Food Items (NFIs) kits were distributed in Aweil West and Aweil East.  With respect to 

water access, 58 boreholes have been drilled by UN agencie and INGO implementing partners since 

January 2007, in addition to 25 hand-drilled boreholes. 
 

The Lakes State SSRRC convened a meeting on 1 August with its humanitarian partners, including 

UNMIS.  The meeting focused on  the SSRRC findings related to the returnee coping mechanisms 

identified during county field visits between 17-25 July to the six counties of Wullu, Rumbek East, 
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Rumbek Central, Yirol East, Yirol West and Cubiet.  The main concerns raised and discussed were 

about returnees’ lack of access to land and malnutrition in a few counties, as well as the lack of vital 

reintegration elements such as schools, shelter materials, agriculture tools and job opportunities for 

skilled returnees.  
 

Darfur 
 

Security Developments 
 

In North Darfur, UN received independent reports on fighting in Tawila market area on On 7 

August. Initial reports indicated that the fighting is between GoS and SLA (MM).  At least one GoS 

police officer was killed.  

 

In West Darfur, two armed men entered Hassa Hissa IDP Camp on 5 August and shot at INGO 

guards who were guarding a Water Pumping Station. The guards escaped without any injuries. The 

reason for the attack was unknown. 
 

In South Darfur, eleven armed men broke into the house of UN female national staff at Hai Al 

Wadi – Nyala town- on 7 August. They robbed of personal belongings at gunpoint and threatened to 

shoot the staff member and her sisters if they raised alarm. The staff member later informed GoS 

Local Police in Nyala. No one was injured. 
 

* All UNMIS News Bulletins are available at www.unmis.org 
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