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Military service of 12 months is obligatory for male citizens aged between 18 and 25 and according 
to the initial report of Mongolia to the Committee on the Rights of the Child1 is usually performed 
at the age of 19 or 20.  In its initial  report under the Optional Protocol on the involvement of 
children in armed conflict2 Mongolia gives rather more detail about the operation of the system of 
obligatory military service.  Having passed their eighteenth birthday, all males must register for 
military service and subsequently undergo a medical examination.   Those who are passed fit are 
called up in two groups each year “in accordance with the total number of military servants as it is 
planned for that year”.   No indication is given of what means is used to select those who are 
actually called up, although the figures quoted by the Military Balance 20103 indicate that there are 
probably some 8,800 conscripts annually – 4,700 of them serving in the paramilitary Border Guard, 
as compared with  approximately 28,000 males reaching conscription age each year.4  What are 
described as “temporary exemptions” are given to those who have two young children, or are the 
sole or principal carer for a younger sibling or a disabled close relative.

There is no mention in the report under the Optional Protocol to provisions for the exemption from 
military service of conscientious objectors, although it is believed that the 2002 “Law on Military 
Service  Duties  of  Civilians  and  on  the  Legal  Status  of  Military  Personnel”  introduced  such 
provisions  for  the  first  time.   Conscientious  objectors  may   carry  out  alternative   service  in 
“professional  or  specialised  civil  defence  units  (...)  or  in  a  humanitarian  organisation.”5  The 
duration of the alternative service was however punitive, being set at twice that of military service.

Suggestion for the list of issues (see overleaf).
1 CRC/C/3/Add32.3, (3rd. February, 1995) Para 210.
2 CRC/C/OPAC/MNG/1  (7th April 2009), Paras 5 – 9.
3 The Military Balance 2010   (International Institute for Security Studies, London), p.419.
4 CIA World Factbook    (www.cia.gov), accessed 18th April, 2009.
5 Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, Child Soldiers Global Report 2004 (London, 2004), p.185.  The source 

also makes a confusing reference to service in the Border Guards, although this would generally not be suitable for 
conscientious objectors.
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Suggestion for the List of Issues

CPTI  suggests that in the list of issues Mongolia be asked to confirm that the arrangements 
for conscientious objectors to perform alternative service are still  in place and to provide 
information  on  how  many  conscientious  objectors  have  taken  advantage  of  these 
arrangements.  It should also be asked whether it  has considered making the duration of 
alternative service, as compared with military service, less discriminatory and punitive.


