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Disclaimer 
Country Information Packs (CIPs) are prepared by researching publicly 
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation 
Centre within time constraints.  CIPs contain a selection of representative 
links to sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin 
Information.  Links are correct at the time of publication.  Please note that 
CIPs are not, and do not purport to be, exhaustive with regard to conditions in 
the countries surveyed or conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to 
refugee status or protection.  The General Human Rights Reports category 
contains links to information which may be useful for a number of the other 
categories. 
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List of Documents 
 

 
 
1. Nationality/Citizenship/Residency 

 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (31 January 2014) Syria: Exit 
controls and procedures at Damascus International Airport, including whether 
a foreigner's passport is stamped upon departure; whether airport authorities 
verify upon departure if a foreigner entered the country legally; consequences 
if entrance was illegal (2012-January 2014) 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/532022d84.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (5 July 2013) Syria: Procedures to 
obtain, renew and replace national identity cards and passports; information 
contained in the passport and the identity card 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/520e247c4.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (21 May 2013) Syria: 
Requirements and procedures to obtain a passport from abroad, specifically 
for a Syrian citizen living in Jordan as a temporary resident; information 
contained in the passport (2012) 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51dd25a10.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (25 April 2007) Syria: Procedures 
to obtain, renew and replace a national identity card 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/469cd6993b3.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (8 March 2008) Syria: Procedures 
to obtain, renew and replace a national identity card 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/469cd6993b3.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (6 April 2001) Syria: Whether a 
Syrian woman who married a Jordanian man would lose her Syrian 
citizenship in consequence of her marriage 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3df4beae20.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (1 July 1992) Syria: Information 
on whether a woman born of Palestinian parents in Syria would be entitled to 
Syrian nationality 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ab7380.html 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (1 April 1992) Syria: Information 
on the procedure for acquiring Syrian nationality for a child who was born in 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/532022d84.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/520e247c4.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51dd25a10.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/469cd6993b3.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/469cd6993b3.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3df4beae20.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ab7380.html
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Syria of Syrian parents but who has lived in Lebanon and has no birth 
certificate from Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ad0d5c.html 
 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting (19 December 2009) Campaign to 
Change Unfair Citizenship Law Continues 
http://iwpr.net/report-news/campaign-change-unfair-citizenship-law-continues 
  
Syrian Arab Republic (24 November 1969) Legislative Decree 276 - 
Nationality Law 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4d81e7b12.html 

 
Syrian Arab Republic (15 January 1970) Legislative Decree No. 29 of 15 
January 1970 - The Entry and Exit of Aliens to and from the Syrian Arab 
Republic and Their Residence Therein 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b5690.html 
 
The Telegraph (UK) (7 April 2011) Syrian president grants citizenship to 
Kurds 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/8435041/Syrian-
president-grants-citizenship-to-Kurds.html 
 
 

2. Maps 
 
BBC News (13 March 2014) Syria: Mapping the conflict 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-22798391 
 
CIA (2007) Syria Physiography 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-
downloads/Syria_Physiography.pdf 
 
CIA (2007) Syria Administrative Divisions 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-
downloads/Syria_Admin.pdf 
 
Google (Undated) Syria 
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Syria/@34.8158525,39.0464523,7z/data=!3
m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1518e6dc413cc6a7:0x877546f4882af620?hl=en 
 
UN (April 2012) Syrian Arab Republic 
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/syria.pdf 
 
MapAction, Assessment Capacities Project (6 September 2013) Syria: Areas 
of control and critical infrastructure 
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-areas-control-and-critical-
infrastructure-september-2013 
 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (17 September 2013) 
Syria: Humanitarian Snapshot 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ad0d5c.html
http://iwpr.net/report-news/campaign-change-unfair-citizenship-law-continues
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4d81e7b12.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b5690.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/8435041/Syrian-president-grants-citizenship-to-Kurds.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/syria/8435041/Syrian-president-grants-citizenship-to-Kurds.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-22798391
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-downloads/Syria_Physiography.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-downloads/Syria_Physiography.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-downloads/Syria_Admin.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/cia-maps-publications/map-downloads/Syria_Admin.pdf
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Syria/@34.8158525,39.0464523,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1518e6dc413cc6a7:0x877546f4882af620?hl=en
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Syria/@34.8158525,39.0464523,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x1518e6dc413cc6a7:0x877546f4882af620?hl=en
http://www.un.org/Depts/Cartographic/map/profile/syria.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-areas-control-and-critical-infrastructure-september-2013
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-areas-control-and-critical-infrastructure-september-2013
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http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-snapshot-17-
september-2013-enar 
 
World Atlas.com (undated) Syria 
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/sy.htm 
 
 

3. Local Information/Language/Culture/Customs 
 
BBC News (19 March 2014) Syria Profile 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/801669.stm 
 
CIA (20 June 2014) The World Factbook: Syria 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html 
 
Department of Foreign Affairs (Ireland) (9 May 2014) Syria 
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/travel-advice/a-z-list-of-countries/syria/ 
 
Ethnologue (2014) Languages of Syria 
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=SY 
 
Gov.UK (10 July 2014) Foreign travel advice – Syria 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/syria 
 
United States Department of State (20 March 2014) U.S. Relations With Syria 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3580.htm 
 
 

4. General Human Rights Reports 
 

Amnesty International (23 May 2013) Amnesty International Annual Report 
2013 - Syria 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/syria/report-2013 
 
Bertelsmann Transformation Index (2014) BTI 2014 Syria Country Report 
http://www.bti-project.org/reports/country-reports/mena/syr/index.nc 
 
Freedom House (1 May 2014) Freedom in the World 2014 - Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5367737f8.html 
 
Freedom House (10 November 2011) Countries at the Crossroads 2011 - 
Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4ecba6432b.html 
 
Freedom House (4 July 2012) The Worst of the Worst 2012 - Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4ff420f52d.html 
 
Human Rights Watch (21 January 2014) World Report 2014 – Syria 
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-chapters/syria 
 

http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-snapshot-17-september-2013-enar
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-snapshot-17-september-2013-enar
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/sy.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/country_profiles/801669.stm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/sy.html
https://www.dfa.ie/travel/travel-advice/a-z-list-of-countries/syria/
http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=SY
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/syria
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3580.htm
http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/syria/report-2013
http://www.bti-project.org/reports/country-reports/mena/syr/index.nc
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5367737f8.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4ecba6432b.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/4ff420f52d.html
http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-chapters/syria
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International Committee of the Red Cross (14 May 2014) Annual Report 2013 
- Syrian Arab Republic  
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5374afba2.html 
 
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) (25 October 2011) 
Steadfast in Protest - Annual Report 2011 – Syria 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ea7b3fd19.html 
 
United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office (10 April 2014) 2013 
Human Rights and Democracy Report – Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/536ccabc8.html 
 
United Kingdom Home Office (11 September 2013) Country of Origin 
Information (COI) Report – Syrian Arab Republic 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/coi/s
yria/report-11-13.pdf?view=Binary 
 
UN Human Rights Council (12 February 2014) Report of the independent 
international commission of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53182eed4.html 
 
United States Department of State (27 February 2014) 2013 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices – Syria 
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2013&dli
d=220376 
 
 

5. Conflict/Security 
 
Amnesty International (5 June 2014) Children among 15 civilians summarily 
killed in northern Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53916c304.html 
 
Amnesty International (26 July 2013) Syria: Stop extrajudicial executions of 
civilians for military gains 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/syria-civilians-killed-2013-07-25 
 
Amnesty International (7 August 2013) Aleppo satellite images show 
devastation, mass displacement one year on 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/aleppo-satellite-images-show-devastation-
mass-displacement-one-year-2013-08-07 
 
BBC News (2 July 2013) US and Russia 'making progress' on Syria peace 
talks 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23142382 
 
BBC News (12 July 2013) Syrian rebel fighters' civil war within a civil war 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23285869 
 
BBC News (17 September 2013) Syria chemical attack: Key UN findings 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/5374afba2.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/publisher/IFHR.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ea7b3fd19.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/536ccabc8.html
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/coi/syria/report-11-13.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/policyandlaw/coi/syria/report-11-13.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53182eed4.html
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2013&dlid=220376
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?year=2013&dlid=220376
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53916c304.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/syria-civilians-killed-2013-07-25
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/aleppo-satellite-images-show-devastation-mass-displacement-one-year-2013-08-07
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/aleppo-satellite-images-show-devastation-mass-displacement-one-year-2013-08-07
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23142382
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-23285869
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-24130181 
 
BBC News (25 July 2014) Syria conflict: Isis 'overruns' Raqqa military base 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28481283 
 
BBC News (14 March 2014) Syria: The story of the conflict 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868 
 
BBC News (24 September 2013) Syria chemical attack: What we know 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-23927399 
 
BBC News (26 July 2014) UN 'may include' Isis on Syrian war crimes list 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28498661 
 
The Guardian (UK) (18 September 2014) Islamic State militants seize Kurdish 
villages in northern Syria 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/18/islamic-state-isis-militants-
seize-kurdish-villages-northern-syria 
 
The Guardian (UK) (6 March 2014) Sarin gas in attack on Syrian civilians 
probably government's, says UN 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/06/sarin-gas-attack-civilians-
syria-government-un 
 
The Guardian (27 August 2014) Syria and Isis committing war crimes, says 
UN 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/27/syria-isis-war-crimes-united-
nations-un 
 
Human Rights Watch (21 August 2014) Syria: One Year On, No Justice for 
Chemical Attacks Victims 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/08/21/syria-one-year-no-justice-chemical-
attacks-victims 
 
Human Rights Watch (30 July 2014) Syria: Barrage of Barrel Bombs 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/30/syria-barrage-barrel-bombs 
 
Human Rights Watch (27 June 2014) Iraq: ISIS Execution Site Located 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/26/iraq-isis-execution-site-located 
 
Human Rights Watch (14 June 2014) Syria: ISIS Summarily Killed Civilians 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53a01b494.html 
 
Human Rights Watch (4 April 2014) Technical Briefing Note: Use of Cluster 
Munitions in Syria 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/04/04/technical-briefing-note-use-cluster-
munitions-syria 
 
Human Rights Watch (24 March 2014) Syria: Unlawful Air Attacks Terrorize 
Aleppo 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-24130181
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28481283
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26116868
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-23927399
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28498661
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/18/islamic-state-isis-militants-seize-kurdish-villages-northern-syria
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/18/islamic-state-isis-militants-seize-kurdish-villages-northern-syria
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/06/sarin-gas-attack-civilians-syria-government-un
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/06/sarin-gas-attack-civilians-syria-government-un
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/27/syria-isis-war-crimes-united-nations-un
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/27/syria-isis-war-crimes-united-nations-un
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/08/21/syria-one-year-no-justice-chemical-attacks-victims
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/08/21/syria-one-year-no-justice-chemical-attacks-victims
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/30/syria-barrage-barrel-bombs
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/06/26/iraq-isis-execution-site-located
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53a01b494.html
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/04/04/technical-briefing-note-use-cluster-munitions-syria
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/04/04/technical-briefing-note-use-cluster-munitions-syria
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http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/03/24/syria-unlawful-air-attacks-terrorize-
aleppo 
 
Human Rights Watch (10 September 2013) Attacks on Ghouta: Analysis of 
Alleged Use of Chemical Weapons in Syria 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria_cw0913_web_1.pdf 
 
Human Rights Watch (13 September 2013) "No One's Left" - Summary 
Executions by Syrian Forces in al-Bayda & Baniyas 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0913webwcover_0.pdf 
 
Human Rights Watch (1 October 2013) Syria: Fuel-Air Bombs Strike School 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/01/syria-fuel-air-bombs-strike-school 
 
Human Rights Watch (11 October 2013) "You Can Still See Their Blood" - 
Executions, Indiscriminate Shootings, and Hostage Taking by Opposition 
Forces in Latakia Countryside 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5257b1e04.html 
 
Human Rights Watch (April 2013) Death from the Skies - Deliberate and 
Indiscriminate Air Strikes on Civilians 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0413webwcover_1.pdf 
 
Human Rights Watch (11 October 2013) Syria: Executions, Hostage Taking 
by Rebels 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/10/syria-executions-hostage-taking-rebels 
 
Human Rights Watch (10 April 2013) Syria: Aerial Attacks Strike Civilians 
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/04/10/syria-aerial-attacks-strike-civilians 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (30 May 2013) Syria: Frequency 
of abductions and extortion of civilians committed by rebel groups; rebel 
groups particularly involved in these acts and their areas of operation in the 
country; whether rebel groups target a particular social group, including 
Christians SYR104425.E 
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca:8080/RIR_RDI/RIR_RDI.aspx?id=454608&l=e 
 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting (19 February 2014) Aleppo Under 
Bombardment 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/530749aa4.html 
 
Institute for War and Peace Reporting (21 October 2013) Syria: Ghouta 
Residents Live in Fear of More Chemical Attacks 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/526653174.html 
 
International Crisis Group (9 September 2014) Rigged Cars and Barrel 
Bombs: Aleppo and the State of the Syrian War 
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226_1410358338_155-rigged-cars-and-
barrel-bombs-aleppo-and-the-state-of-the-syrian-war.pdf 
 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/03/24/syria-unlawful-air-attacks-terrorize-aleppo
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/03/24/syria-unlawful-air-attacks-terrorize-aleppo
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria_cw0913_web_1.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0913webwcover_0.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/01/syria-fuel-air-bombs-strike-school
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5257b1e04.html
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/syria0413webwcover_1.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/10/syria-executions-hostage-taking-rebels
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/04/10/syria-aerial-attacks-strike-civilians
http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca:8080/RIR_RDI/RIR_RDI.aspx?id=454608&l=e
http://www.refworld.org/docid/530749aa4.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/526653174.html
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226_1410358338_155-rigged-cars-and-barrel-bombs-aleppo-and-the-state-of-the-syrian-war.pdf
http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1226_1410358338_155-rigged-cars-and-barrel-bombs-aleppo-and-the-state-of-the-syrian-war.pdf
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International Crisis Group (27 June 2013) Syria's Metastasising Conflicts 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51cd33784.html 
 
International Federation for Human Rights (10 October 2013) Breakthrough 
resolution on Syria won't break the cycle of impunity and violence 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/526102c514.html 
 
Jamestown Foundation (26 March 2014) Assad's Hurricane: A Profile of the 
Paramilitary Wing of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5332b9e44.html 
 
Jamestown Foundation (15 May 2014) Iraqi Shi'a Militia Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq 
Expands Operations to Syria 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/539ec4ba4.html 
 
Jamestown Foundation (12 July 2013) Hezbollah Devises Strategy to Deal 
with Syrian Fallout 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51ece3d64.html 
 
Jamestown Foundation (19 September 2013) Kata’ib al-Farouq al-Islamiya: A 
Key Armed Opposition Group in the Battle to Cut Assad Off from Damascus 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5243eca24.html 
 
New York Times (1 May 2014) Dozens Are Killed in Airstrike at a Bustling 
Market in Syria 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/02/world/middleeast/dozens-are-killed-in-
airstrike-at-a-bustling-market-in-syria.html?_r=0 
 
New York Times (21 July 2013) Across Syria, Violent Day of Attacks and 
Ambush 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/22/world/middleeast/conflict-in-
syria.html?_r=0 
 
New York Times (27 July 2013) Syrian Government Blamed for Ballistic 
Missile Attack 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/28/world/middleeast/syria-
updates.html?_r=0 
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (1 April 2014) NGO says more than 150,000 
killed in Syrian conflict 
http://www.rferl.org/content/syria-150000-deaths/25317257.html 
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (8 May 2014) Syrian rebels level hotel in 
massive Aleppo explosion 
http://www.rferl.org/content/syrian-rebels-massive-hotel-
explosion/25377726.html 
 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (4 May 2014) Rebel infighting in Syria kills 
dozens 
http://www.refworld.org/docid/53a1386b7.html 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/51cd33784.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/526102c514.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5332b9e44.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/539ec4ba4.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51ece3d64.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5243eca24.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/02/world/middleeast/dozens-are-killed-in-airstrike-at-a-bustling-market-in-syria.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/02/world/middleeast/dozens-are-killed-in-airstrike-at-a-bustling-market-in-syria.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/22/world/middleeast/conflict-in-syria.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/22/world/middleeast/conflict-in-syria.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/28/world/middleeast/syria-updates.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/28/world/middleeast/syria-updates.html?_r=0
http://www.rferl.org/content/syria-150000-deaths/25317257.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/syrian-rebels-massive-hotel-explosion/25377726.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/syrian-rebels-massive-hotel-explosion/25377726.html
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