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Sexual Abuse of Children 
 
 IIPJHR and GNRD welcome the UNHCR’s efforts to fight sexual abuse against children. We are jointly outraged by 

the devastating impact that sexual abuse has had on the freedom and development of children. We are deeply concerned 

about sexual abuse on both boys and girls, and concerned about betrayal of trust and full protection of children.  

The international community has for many years fought for the justice and the prevention of sexual abuse against 

children. Such violence ultimately induces tragic consequences on the victims and their families over their lifetime. It 

causes long term psychological and physical disorders which are likely to induce negative social and occupational 

disorders, and which ultimately affect their future economic and social development in society. This is a serious and 

real problem, and such exclusion must be prevented.  

 

It is widely known that every country in the world suffers from sexual abuse against children. Both Zimbabwe and India 

however strongly illustrate the misconceptions of sexual abuse, how it struggles to be tackled in the legislative system 

and what scale of harm it has had on a young generation of people.  

 

The Republic of India  

 

According to the National Crime Records Bureau in 20131, 12,363 children were reported raped. In most parts of India, 

prostitution is still a way of life. It is still very common for both girls and boys to be dragged into sex work, and about 

5.5 million children between ages 5 and 18 do so every year. This shockingly equates to 40% of commercial sex work 

in India. According to Childs Rights and You (CRY)2 about 8,945 girls and boys go missing every year due to sales, sex 

trafficking, and kidnapping. This is tragic.  

 

When suffering from poverty and deprivation, vulnerability, abuse and exploitation is common. Without the necessary 

resources and institutions for education and social protection, children are disempowered. In a situation where both 

intense and lack of power occur, vulnerability and victimization easily targets the child. A child is still in our day and 

age less likely to be believed by an adult.  

 

Non-Governmental Organisations such as Human Rights Watch (HRW) have been particularly active in campaigning 

for the re-enforcement of the 2012 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, and for gaining justice for the rape 

of the 6-year old girl at a school in Bangalore in July 2014. In May this year, two teenage girls from Badaun, one of the 

most marginalised villages suffering from extreme poverty, were found hung allegedly having been gang-raped. In 

April 2013, a 5-year old girl was abducted, raped and tortured by her neighbours in Delhi. HRW has covered many 

child sex abuse cases, and has reported that many cases are left unreported due to lack of support, awareness and 

representation. This is a serious problem which must be rectified, and NGOs must keep fighting for the rights of the 

child.  

The Republic of Zimbabwe 

 

Another important case is Zimbabwe. Almost one third of females (32.5%) and 1 in 10 males (8.9%) aged 18 to 24 

years reported experiencing sexual violence in childhood3. Sexual abuse is one of the most common forms of violence 

against children in Zimbabwe to date.  

 

The Zimbabwe Republic Police national statistics4 reported that on average about 5,000 children (girls and boys) are 

sexually abused every year. Between January and March 2014, 1,354 cases were reported of which 946 were girl 

victims. Since last year Childline5 has confirmed a 14% increase in cases of child sexual abuse in Zimbabwe. The 

majority of these cases have had perpetrators that were neighbours, uncles, cousins, fathers, stepfathers and often close 

friends, and many of them have occurred on home premises.  

 

  
1 http://ncrb.gov.in/ 
2 http://www.cry.org/ 
3 http://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/ZIM_resources_multisectoralprotocol.pdf   
4 http://www.unicef.org/zimbabwe/ZIM_resources_multisectoralprotocol.pdf   
5 http://www.childline.org.zw/   
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It is common in Zimbabwe for families to hold traditional practices, and religious attitudes that contribute as a factor to 

sexual violence. One example is a traditional ritual of prescribing sexual intercourse with a virgin child as treatment to 

enhance wealth, to treat HIV/Aids and other Sexually Transmitted Infections. Spiritual ritual Chiramu of the Shona 

culture is one example that encourages brothers-in-law and mothers-in-law to participate in sexual intercourse and 

activity with a niece/nephew virgin child as a means of curing HIV. The risk of sexual abuse is high and such practices 

exploit their innocence.  

 

Economic difficult in Zimbabwe is common however and families suffering are still finding things hard. Unable to live 

in more than a one-bedroom bungalow, many families are still put into a situation where adults share the single room 

with a child. This very evidently puts children in a vulnerable situation from the start. Additionally, it is no less 

uncommon for foreign worker’s children to be victims of sexual abuse and neglect when left behind in custody of maids 

and relatives for long periods of time.  

 

Trust abuse therefore still rocks society in Zimbabwe, and abused children find it hard to communicate with those who 

are closest to them. Charities such as Victim-Friendly Courts, and Family Support Trust that work in counselling 

victims, and Unicef’s “Zero Tolerance Against Child Abuse” have played active roles in supporting young victims. 

Funding however hinders their activities in training and supporting workshops for young Zimbabwean victims.  

Conclusions and Recommendations  

 

Many institutions are working to support the freedom and representation of child victims of sexual abuse. There still 

however seems to be a fundamental problem that is blocking the system. Two large countries that Zimbabwe and India 

are, and in two completely different regions of the world, and which each possess two completely different legislative 

systems, ending sexual violence against children has one common problem: it seems far yet to be achieved.  

GNRD and IIPJHR jointly recommend that the UNHCR  

 sexual abuse against children  

the accused and for the victims  

ren in both the developing and the developed countries  

ve an equal opinion 

in society  

perts to consider institutional body leaders to report 

on such behavior as a criminal activity  

In addition, GNRD and IIPJHR jointly 

also lack awareness and are not informed about what representation is, what help is and what abuse consists of. It was 

reported that less than half of all world sexual assaults on children are reported to the police6  

and that support is a necessity. Perpetrators must be held accountable for 

their actions, and victims must be provided with a sustainable support system. Without justice, there is no recognition 

and therefore no possibility for a better future for child victims of sexual abuse.  

    

 

* Global Network for Rights and Development, an NGO without consultative status, also shares the views expressed in 

this statement. 

 

  
6http://books.google.no/books?id=LwBUXCfCEuQC&pg=PA2&lpg=PA2&dq=Floric,+MaryLee+and+Matthew+Br 

oyles.+2012.+Sexual+Abuse.+New+York,+NY:+The+Rosen+Publishing+Group,+Inc.&source=bl&ots=NGNqtLzIG 

W&sig=_osQDFQoaaRDb8eazIRfK2YbvWs&hl=en&sa=X&ei=eEfaU8TYBaXnywOF9oC4Dg&ved=0CCYQ6AE 

wAQ#v=onepage&q=Floric%2C%20MaryLee%20and%20Matthew%20Broyles.%202012.%20Sexual%20Abuse.% 

20New%20York%2C%20NY%3A%20The%20Rosen%20Publishing%20Group%2C%20Inc.&f=false   

http://books.google.no/books?id=LwBUXCfCEuQC&pg=PA2&lpg=PA2&dq=Floric,+MaryLee+and+Matthew+Br

