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After a campaign going back at least to the 1930's, a law ekagp
conscientious objectors from obligatory military servige Belgium was finally
approved in 1964,

On 3F' December 1992, the Law on Conscription (1962) and the Law on
Conscientious Objection (1980) were amended so as to apphto those liable for
military service in 1993 or earlier — i.e. those born befo®3. The last conscripts
completed their military service at the end of February 1998ce when Belgium's
armed forces have been entirely composed of volunteers. tWwéaws remain on
the statute books, however, and it must be assumed that ange famendment
reinstating obligatory military service would be accomiedrby a reinstatement of the
arrangements for conscientious objectors.

The only residual issue is the situation of a “professiomaBmber of the
armed forces who develops a conscientious objection. Nb Bwstances have been
recorded, but in the absence of specific provisions an iddal serviceman or
-woman need not have drawn attention to any conscientiogsiidns when seeking
release.

It is recorded that members of the armed forces can “reghestdismissal”
without explanation at any time. However the relevant pon lists a number of
situations in which such a request will normally be rejectsd conflicting with
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“service requirements”: during the first three years failog training; while on, or
detailed for, active service; during times of @jsnobilisation or wat.

Therefore, although this provision might be used by comémas objectors
seeking release from military service, it is clearly notfthd with conscientious
objection in mind, nor is it adequate to deal with the posséientualities. Subject to
translation difficulties, the word “dismissal” is also amus. What exactly appears
on the employment record of a person who leaveartiined forces on this basis?

Belgium might therefore be usefully asked whether it hassim®red joining
those States which have made formal provision for the relebany serving member
of the armed forces who develops a conscientiojecton.
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