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5 May 2010  

Refugee Documentation Centre   

Country Information Package  

KOSOVO  

Disclaimer 
Country Information Packs (CIP s) are prepared by researching publicly 
accessible information currently available to the Refugee Documentation 
Centre within time constraints. CIP s contain a selection of representative links 
to sources under a number of categories for use as Country of Origin 
Information.  Please note that CIP s are not, and do not purport to be, 
exhaustive with regard to conditions in the countries surveyed or conclusive 
as to the merit of any particular claim to refugee status or protection. The 
General Human Rights Reports category, contains links to information which 
may be useful for a number of the other categories.   

List of Documents 

   

1.  Nationality/Citizenship/Residency   

Kosovo Assembly (undated) Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo 
http://www.assembly-
kosova.org/common/docs/Constitution1%20of%20the%20Republic%20of
%20Kosovo.pdf

  

Kosovo Assembly (undated) Law Nr. 03/L-034 on Citizenship of Kosova 
http://www.assembly-kosova.org/common/docs/ligjet/2008_03-
L034_en.pdf

    

2.  Local Information/Maps/Language  

CIA (21 April 2010) The World Factbook  Kosovo 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kv.html

  

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office (25 March 2010) 
Country Profile: Kosovo 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-
country/europe/kosovo/

  

UN Cartographic Section (March 2007) Map of Kosovo 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,REFERENCE,UNCART,,SRB,,460a
22d42,0.html

   

http://www.assembly-
http://www.assembly-kosova.org/common/docs/ligjet/2008_03-
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kv.html
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-
country/europe/kosovo/
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,REFERENCE,UNCART,,SRB,,460a
22d42,0.html
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United States Department of State (14 January 2010) Background Note: 
Kosovo 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/100931.htm

  
United States Department of State (21 July 2009) Kosovo Country Specific 
Information 
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_4170.html

  

The World Bank (April 2010) Kosovo Country Brief 2010 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/KO
SOVOEXTN/0,,contentMDK:20629286~menuPK:297777~pagePK:141137
~piPK:141127~theSitePK:297770,00.html

   

3.  Culture/Customs  

Department of Foreign Affairs (Ireland) (22 March 2010) Kosovo - Local 
Laws and Customs 
http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx?id=43257

    

4.  General Human Rights Reports  

European Commission (5 November 2008) Kosovo (under UNSCR 
1244/99) 2008 Progress Report [SEC (2008) 2697]  
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/pdf/press_corner/key-
documents/reports_nov_2008/kosovo_progress_report_en.pdf

   

Freedom House (16 July 2009) Freedom in the World 2009 - Kosovo 
[Serbia] 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a6452a8c.html

    

Human Rights Watch (20 January 2010) World Report 2009  Serbia: 
Events of 2009 (Kosovo) 
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87763#kosovo

  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (29 May 2009) National 
Documentation Packages (NDPs), Kosovo 
http://www2.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/research/ndp/index_e.htm?id=977

   

International Crisis Group (October 2008) "Kosovo s Independence." 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3225&l=1

   

UN Security Council (15 July 2008) Report of the Secretary-General on the 
United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo. (S/2008/458) ) 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/412/84/IMG/N0841284.pd
f?OpenElement

   

United States Department of State (11 March 2010) 2009 Human Rights 
Report: Kosovo 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eur/136039.htm

 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/100931.htm
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_4170.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/KO
SOVOEXTN/0,,contentMDK:20629286~menuPK:297777~pagePK:141137
~piPK:141127~theSitePK:297770,00.html
http://www.dfa.ie/home/index.aspx?id=43257
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/pdf/press_corner/key-
documents/reports_nov_2008/kosovo_progress_report_en.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a6452a8c.html
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87763#kosovo
http://www2.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/research/ndp/index_e.htm?id=977
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3225&l=1
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N08/412/84/IMG/N0841284.pd
f?OpenElement
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2009/eur/136039.htm
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5. Conflict/Security  

International Crisis Group (2008) Conflict history: Kosovo 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?action=conflict_search&l=1&t=
1&c_country=58

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (9 March 2005) SCG43391.E. 
Information on the incidence of violence in Kosovo and state response 
(January 2003 - February 2005) 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61862.html

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (15 February 2005) 
SCG43353.E. - Incidents of harassment or violence carried out by extreme 
nationalist group; government response (2003 - February 2005) 
http://www2.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/en/research/rir/?action=record.viewrec&gotorec=440957

  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (9 March 2009) Reports: Dozens hurt as 
Kosovo Serbs, police clash  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b68d21c.html

   

United States Department of State (30 April 2009) Country Reports on 
Terrorism 2008  Kosovo 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fac6931e.html

    

5. Minority/Ethnic Groups  

Amnesty International (8 June 2009) Serbia/Kosovo: No end to impunity 
10 years after the end of war in Kosovo 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/serbiakosovo-no-end-
impunity-10-years-after-end-war-kosovo-20090608

   

Amnesty International (8 April 2009) Europe's Roma community still facing 
massive discrimination 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-stories/europes-
roma-community-still-facing-massive-discrimination-20090408

   

Amnesty International (31 May 2007) Kosovo (Serbia): No Forcible Return 
of Minorities to Kosovo 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR70/004/2007

  

Amnesty International (25 May 2007) Urgent Action 127/07 - Serbia 
(Kosovo): Fear for safety/ death threats (head of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender rights organization receives death threat) 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR70/005/2007/en/d2a634c1-
782f-41b5-91e9-2faeab04e98a/eur700052007en.pdf

    

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?action=conflict_search&l=1&t=
1&c_country=58
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61862.html
http://www2.irb-
cisr.gc.ca/en/research/rir/?action=record.viewrec&gotorec=440957
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49b68d21c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fac6931e.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/serbiakosovo-no-end-
impunity-10-years-after-end-war-kosovo-20090608
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/feature-stories/europes-
roma-community-still-facing-massive-discrimination-20090408
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR70/004/2007
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR70/005/2007/en/d2a634c1-
782f-41b5-91e9-2faeab04e98a/eur700052007en.pdf
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Balkan Insight (28 April 2010) Kosovo Montenegrins To Be Recognised by 
Law 
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/main/news/27710/?tpl=299&ST1=Text&S
T_T1=Article&ST_AS1=1&ST_max=1

  
Balkan Insight (17 April 2008) Kosovo's Sexual Minorities Hail Constitution 
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/main/news/9466/

  

Council of Europe: Secretariat of the Framework Convention for the 
Protection of National Minorities (10 December 2008) Progress report on 
the implementation of the Framework Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities in Kosovo submitted by the United Nations Interim 
Administration Mission in Kosovo (received on 21 July 2008)  
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,COI,COESFCPNM,,SRB,,4948cb84
2,0.html

   

Ecumenical Humanitarian Organization (April 2007) Violations of the 
Rights of Roma Returned to Serbia under Readmission Agreements 
http://www.balkancsd.net/WBStorage/Files/EHO%20eng.pdf

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (7 December 2005) 
SCG100764.E Treatment of persons in mixed Catholic and Muslim 
marriages in Kosovo; availability of state protection (January 2000 - 
November 2005) 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f1480420.html

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (25 February 2005) 
SCG43388.E.- Information on access to health services, education, 
employment and social services by Serbs in Kosovo (January 2003 - 
February 2005) 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df618620.html

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (2 March 2005) SCG43392.E.-
Information on the access to health services, education, employment and 
social services by Roma (January 2003 - February 2005) 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61862f.html

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (9 March 2005) SCG43389.E. 
9 March 2005. Information on societal attitudes towards Serbs in Kosovo 
and the availability of protection (January 2003 - February 2005) 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df618534.html

  

    
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (3 March 2005) SCG43312.E. 
- Romani culture, traditions, linguistic profile and identity; the extent to 
which Romani cultural and political rights are recognized and protected 
(January 2003 - March 2005 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df617f20.html

   

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (25 February 2005) 
SCG43307.E. - The extent to which the cultural and political rights of 

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/main/news/27710/?tpl=299&ST1=Text&S
T_T1=Article&ST_AS1=1&ST_max=1
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/main/news/9466/
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,COI,COESFCPNM,,SRB,,4948cb84
http://www.balkancsd.net/WBStorage/Files/EHO%20eng.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/45f1480420.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df618620.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61862f.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df618534.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df617f20.html
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Serbs in Kosovo are recognized and protected (January 2003 - February 
2005)  
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df617f11.html

  
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (8 February 2005) 
SCG43311.E. - Update to ZZZ38867.E of 11 April 2002 and YUG33284.E 
of 30 November 1999 on the treatment of persons in mixed Serbo-
Croatian marriages (2002 - 2005) 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61802c.html

   

International Crisis Group (28 May 2003) Kosovo s Ethnic Dilemma: The 
Need for a Civic Contract 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/report_archive/A400983_280
52003.pdf

   

Minority Rights Group International (26 May 2009) Filling the Vacuum: 
Ensuring Protection and Legal Remedies for Minorities in Kosovo 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1ce86f2.html

   

Organization for Security and Co-Operation in Europe (5 September 2008) 
Human Rights, Ethnic Relations and Democracy in Kosovo 
http://www.osce.org/documents/mik/2008/09/32879_en.pdf

    

6. Religion/Cults  

Article 19 (15 October 2005) Note on the draft Law on Protection from 
Defamation and Insult of Kosovo 
http://www.article19.org/pdfs/analysis/kosovo-defamation.pdf

   

International Crisis Group (31January 2001) RELIGION IN KOSOVO 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/report_archive/A400226_310
12001.pdf

   

United States Department of State (26 October 2009) 2009 Report on 
International Religious Freedom: Kosovo 
www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ae8612d91.html

     

7. Political  

Freedom House (30 June 2009) Nations in Transit 2009 - Kosovo 
      http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/nit/2009/Kosovo-final.pdf

  

International Foundation for Electoral Systems (undated) Election Guide, 
Kosovo 
http://www.electionguide.org/search-
results.php?type=&country=253&search_year=any&submitted=1&submit.x
=28&submit.y=4

    

http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df617f11.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/42df61802c.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/report_archive/A400983_280
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a1ce86f2.html
http://www.osce.org/documents/mik/2008/09/32879_en.pdf
http://www.article19.org/pdfs/analysis/kosovo-defamation.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/report_archive/A400226_310
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4ae8612d91.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/nit/2009/Kosovo-final.pdf
http://www.electionguide.org/search-
results.php?type=&country=253&search_year=any&submitted=1&submit.x
=28&submit.y=4
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8. State Protection    

9. Government/Civil Society  

Alertnet (undated) Country Profile - Kosovo 
http://www.alertnet.org/db/cp/kosovo.htm

   

CIA (12 May 2009) World Leaders - Kosovo 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/world-leaders-
k/kosovo.html

     

Rulers.org (undated) Kosovo 
http://rulers.org/ruljk.html

   

UN Security Council (10 June 2009) Report of the Secretary-General on 
the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/360/78/PDF/N0936078.p
df?OpenElement

   

World Law Guide (29 March 2009) Legislation 

 

Kosovo 
http://www.lexadin.nl/wlg/legis/nofr/oeur/lxwebru.htm

    

10. Press/Media/Freedom of Expression  

Article 19 (May 2003) Memorandum on the Law of Broadcasting through 
the establishment of the Independent Media Commission 
http://www.article19.org/pdfs/analysis/kosovo-broadcast-comm.pdf

   

Committee to Protect Journalists (17 June 2009) Kosovo must probe death 
threats against BIRN staff  
http://cpj.org/2009/06/kosovo-must-probe-death-threats-against-
birn.php#more

   

Reporters Without Borders (10 March 2010) Wave of threats against print 
media journalists 
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=impression&id_article=36664

   

Reporters Without Borders (4 June 2009) Rrokum TV station still excluded 
by national broadcasting network 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a2f6dc8c.html

    

Reporters Without Borders (1 June 2009) World Report 2009  Kosovo 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fea997c.html

     

Reporters Without Borders (30 April 2009) Annual Report 2009 
http://www.rsf.org/en-rapport114-Kosovo.html

   

http://www.alertnet.org/db/cp/kosovo.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/world-leaders-
k/kosovo.html
http://rulers.org/ruljk.html
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/360/78/PDF/N0936078.p
df?OpenElement
http://www.lexadin.nl/wlg/legis/nofr/oeur/lxwebru.htm
http://www.article19.org/pdfs/analysis/kosovo-broadcast-comm.pdf
http://cpj.org/2009/06/kosovo-must-probe-death-threats-against-
birn.php#more
http://en.rsf.org/spip.php?page=impression&id_article=36664
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/4a2f6dc8c.html
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/49fea997c.html
http://www.rsf.org/en-rapport114-Kosovo.html
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11. Women/Children/Family  

Asylum Aid (10 September 2008) Women's asylum news: Issue No. 77, 
August / September 2008 
http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/data/files/publications/84/Issue_No._77_Augu
st_september_finalpdf.pdf

  

Christian Science Monitor (5 January 2006) A haven for abused women in 
Kosovo 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0105/p07s02-woeu.html

   

Kosovo Women s Network (27 April 2010) Annual Report 2009 
http://www.womensnetwork.org/images/pdf/Raporti%20Vjetor%20i%20Rr
GGK%202009.pdf

  

International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (2005) 
PROVINCE SITUATION  KOSOVO 
www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do;jsessionid=0a038009cefb06708
2b9da14cacbcb4d94faac8a658...xaIah8S

  

United States Department of State (16 June 2009) Trafficking in Persons 
Report 2009 Kosovo 
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/index.htm

   

12. Prison/Detention/Torture/Slavery  

Council of Europe: Parliamentary Assembly (15 March 2008) Abuse of the 
criminal justice system in Belarus 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,COI,COEPACE,,BLR,,484e49a32,0.
html

     

13. Crime/Corruption   

Centre for International Private Enterprise (undated) The Impact of 
Corruption on Kosovo s Economy 
http://www.cipe.org/pdf/publications/fs/article1e35.pdf

  

Organization for Security and Co-Operation in Europe (14 December 
2006) Review of the Criminal Justice System in Kosovo 
www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do;jsessionid=0a038009cefb06708
2b9da14cacbcb4d94faac8a658...xaIah8S

  

Human Rights Watch (March 2008) Kosovo Criminal Justice Scorecard 
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/kosovo0308_1.pdf

    

14. Education  

http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/data/files/publications/84/Issue_No._77_Augu
st_september_finalpdf.pdf
http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0105/p07s02-woeu.html
http://www.womensnetwork.org/images/pdf/Raporti%20Vjetor%20i%20Rr
GGK%202009.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do;jsessionid=0a038009cefb06708
2b9da14cacbcb4d94faac8a658...xaIah8S
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/index.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,COI,COEPACE,,BLR,,484e49a32,0
http://www.cipe.org/pdf/publications/fs/article1e35.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do;jsessionid=0a038009cefb06708
2b9da14cacbcb4d94faac8a658...xaIah8S
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/kosovo0308_1.pdf
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Kosovo Education Centre (1999/2000) Figures and Facts on Education in 
Kosovo 
http://www.see-educoop.net/portal/id_kosovo.htm

  
UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (2004) 
Rebuilding the Education system in Kosovo 
http://www.see-educoop.net/portal/id_kosovo.htm

  

The World Bank (21 November 2007) Institutional Development for 
Education Project 
http://web.worldbank.org/external/projects/main?pagePK=64283627&piPK
=73230&theSitePK=297770&menuPK=297802&Projectid=P102174

    

15. Health  

Kosovo Institute of Journalism and Communication (5 October 
2007) Difficulties of Health system in Kosovo 
http://www.kijac.org/page.php?mtid=6&elid=27

   

Medécins sans Frontières (23 December 2005) Forgotten people of the 
Balkans 
http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/invoke.cfm?objectid=57EDA50A-
CA97-8CA6-
7D98E71A346CBB97&component=toolkit.article&method=full_html

   

United Kingdom Department for International Development (June 2003) 
Kosovo Health Profile 
http://www.dfidhealthrc.org/publications/Country_health/europe/Kosovo.pdf

   

16. Asylum Seekers/Refugees/IDPs  

Country of Return Information Project (May 2009) Country Sheet  Kosovo 
http://www.cri-project.eu/cs/cs-kosovo-en.pdf

  

International Displacement Monitoring Centre (31 December 2008) Serbia 
and Kosovo 
http://www.internal-
displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/B59C16D8151D06A
6C12575A600538EDF/$file/GO_08_serbia-kosovo.pdf

  

International Displacement Monitoring Centre (10 December 2007) Serbia: 
Final status for Kosovo - towards durable solutions or new displacement? 
http://www.internaldisplacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/(httpInfoFiles)/4
826BE4AE040C44AC12573AD00534FF7/$file/serbia%20overview%20de
c07.pdf

  

http://www.see-educoop.net/portal/id_kosovo.htm
http://www.see-educoop.net/portal/id_kosovo.htm
http://web.worldbank.org/external/projects/main?pagePK=64283627&piPK
=73230&theSitePK=297770&menuPK=297802&Projectid=P102174
http://www.kijac.org/page.php?mtid=6&elid=27
http://www.msf.org/msfinternational/invoke.cfm?objectid=57EDA50A-
7D98E71A346CBB97&component=toolkit.article&method=full_html
http://www.dfidhealthrc.org/publications/Country_health/europe/Kosovo.pdf
http://www.cri-project.eu/cs/cs-kosovo-en.pdf
http://www.internal-
displacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/
http://www.internaldisplacement.org/8025708F004BE3B1/

