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Questions 

What constitutes a valid marriage in Egypt? In order for a marriage in Egypt to be 
considered valid, must the couple live together and have consummated the marriage? 

Answer 

A number of sources state that the civil registration of a marriage in Egypt is of most 
importance to the local authorities whilst the religious ceremony is a personal matter.1 A 
variety of sources state that in order for a marriage to be considered legally valid in Egypt: 

1. The couple must be of minimum marriage age: 18 for males and 16 for females; 
2. Must have consent of the couple;  
3. Must have consent of their legal guardians;  
4. Two legal witnesses;  
5. Payment of dowry or mahr and; 
6. In the case of Muslims, the bride cannot be under a marriage contract with another 

man.2 

According to a 2007 article in Middle East Review of International Affairs, “standard” 
marriage procedures in Egypt are “religious” and “civilian” at the same time. In Muslim 
weddings, the ma’zoun, for Muslims (literally “the authorized” imam), performs a religious 
ceremony and also acts as an agent for the state. The ma’zoun issues a formal Act of Marriage 
and also completes a state register, which provides detailed information and lists witnesses. It 
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is also the duty of the ma’zoun to record basic legal details such as identity, age, consent, 
value of the dowry. 3 

No information was found that states that, in order for the marriage to be considered valid, the 
couple must live together or have consummated the marriage. An article on marriage and 
divorce in Egypt states that the signing of the marriage contract may not necessarily take 
place on the same night as the “celebration of the first night of joint residence”.4 This 
indicates that Muslims in Egypt may not necessarily live together and consummate the 
marriage immediately after the religious wedding ceremony and signing of the marriage 
contract. 
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