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Preface

vi

This Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report has been produced by the
COlI Service, United Kingdom Border Agency (UKBA), for use by officials
involved in the asylum/human rights determination process. The Report
provides general background information about the issues most commonly
raised in asylum/human rights claims made in the United Kingdom. The main
body of the report includes information available up to 23 August 2010. The
report was issued on 1 September 2010.

The Report is compiled wholly from material produced by a wide range of
recognised external information sources and does not contain any UKBA
opinion or policy. All information in the Report is attributed, throughout the text,
to the original source material, which is made available to those working in the
asylum/human rights determination process.

The Report aims to provide a compilation of extracts from the source material
identified, focusing on the main issues raised in asylum and human rights
applications. In some sections where the topics covered arise infrequently in
asylum/human rights claims only web links are provided. The Report is not
intended to be a detailed or comprehensive survey. For a more detailed
account, the relevant source documents should be examined directly.

The structure and format of the COI Report reflects the way it is used by UKBA
decision makers and appeals presenting officers, who require quick electronic
access to information on specific issues and use the contents page to go
directly to the subject required. Key issues are usually covered in some depth
within a dedicated section, but may also be referred to briefly in several other
sections. Some repetition is therefore inherent in the structure of the Report.

The information included in this COIl Report is limited to that which can be
identified from source documents. While every effort is made to cover all
relevant aspects of a particular topic, it is not always possible to obtain the
information concerned. For this reason, it is important to note that information
included in the Report should not be taken to imply anything beyond what is
actually stated. For example, if it is stated that a particular law has been
passed, this should not be taken to imply that it has been effectively
implemented unless stated. Similarly, the absence of information does not
necessarily mean that a particular event or action, amongst other things, did or
does not occur.

As noted above, the Report is a compilation of extracts produced by a number
of reliable information sources. In compiling the Report, no attempt has been
made to resolve discrepancies between information provided in different
source documents though COIS will bring the discrepancies together and aim
to provide a range of sources, where available, to ensure that a balanced
picture is presented. For example, different source documents often contain
different versions of names and spellings of individuals, places and political
parties, etc. COIl Reports do not aim to bring consistency of spelling, but to
reflect faithfully the spellings used in the original source documents. Similarly,
figures given in different source documents sometimes vary and these are
simply quoted as per the original text. The term ‘sic’ has been used in this
document only to denote incorrect spellings or typographical errors in quoted
text; its use is not intended to imply any comment on the content of the
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material.

vii The Report is based substantially upon source documents issued during the
previous two years. However, some older source documents may have been
included because they contain relevant information not available in more
recent documents. All sources contain information considered relevant at the
time this Report was issued.

viii This COI Report and the accompanying source material are public documents.
All COI Reports are published on the RDS section of the Home Office website
and the great majority of the source material for the Report is readily available
in the public domain. Where the source documents identified in the Report are
available in electronic form, the relevant web link has been included, together
with the date that the link was accessed. Copies of less accessible source
documents, such as those provided by government offices or subscription
services, are available from the COI Service upon request.

iX COl Reports are published regularly on the top 30 asylum intake countries.
Reports on countries outside the top 30 countries may also be published if
there is a particular operational need. UKBA officials also have constant
access to an information request service for specific enquiries.

X In producing this COIl Report, COIl Service has sought to provide an accurate,
balanced summary of the available source material. Any comments regarding
this Report or suggestions for additional source material are very welcome
and should be submitted to UKBA as below.

Country of Origin Information Service
UK Border Agency

St Anne House

20-26 Wellesley Road

Croydon, CR0O 9XB

United Kingdom

Email: cois@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Website: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/country reports.html

4 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUP ON COUNTRY INFORMATION

Xi The Independent Advisory Group on Country Information (IAGCI) was set up in
March 2009 by the Chief Inspector of the UK Border Agency to make
recommendations to him about the content of the UKBA’s COI material. The
IAGCI welcomes feedback on UKBA’s COIl Reports and other country of origin
information material. Information about the IAGCI’s work can be found on the
Chief Inspector’s website at http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk

Xii In the course of its work, the IAGCI reviews the content of selected UKBA COlI
documents and makes recommendations specific to those documents and of
a more general nature. A list of the COI Reports and other documents which
have been reviewed by the IAGCI or the Advisory Panel on Country
Information (the independent organisation which monitored UKBA’s COlI
material from September 2003 to October 2008) is available at
http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/

Xiii Please note: it is not the function of the IAGCI to endorse any UKBA material or
procedures. Some of the material examined by the Group relates to countries
designated or proposed for designation to the Non-Suspensive Appeals (NSA)
list. In such cases, the Group’s work should not be taken to imply any
endorsement of the decision or proposal to designate a particular country for
NSA, nor of the NSA process itself.

The IAGCI can be contacted at:
Independent Advisory Group on Country Information,
Independent Chief Inspector of the UK Border Agency
5th Floor, Globe House
89 Eccleston Square
London, SW1V 1PN

Email: chiefinspectorukba@icinspector.gsi.gov.uk

Website: http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/



http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
mailto:chiefinspectorukba@icinspector.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.ociukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/
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Background information

1.

1.1

1.2

1.03

GEOGRAPHY

Angola is located in southern Africa, bordering the South Atlantic Ocean,
between Namibia and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It also has
borders with the Republic of the Congo, Namibia and Zambia. The overall land
area of the country is 1,246,700 sq km. The ethnic groups that make up the
Angolan population are the Ovimbundu (37%), Kimbundu (25%), Bakongo
(13%), mestico (mixed European and native African) (2%), European (1%),
and other ethnic groups (22%). (Central Intelligence Agency World Factbook,
27 May 2010 version). [3]. According to a December 2009 report submitted by
the Angolan government to the Working Group on the Universal Periodical
Review of the United Nations Human Rights Council, one of Angola’s
provinces, Cabinda, is separated from the rest of the country by the Congo
River estuary and part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Angola is
divided administratively into 18 provinces, 163 municipalities and 547 districts.
It has an estimated 16,526,000 inhabitants, with a population density of 13.2
persons per square kilometre. [35a] (p2)

According to Travlang.com (accessed on 16 June 2010), the official language
of Angola is Portuguese. Other languages spoken include Umbundu,
Kimbundu, Kongo, Chokwe, Lwena and Lunda. [9]. As regards the languages
spoken by the people of Cabinda, Ethnologue (accessed on 22 July 2010) lists
Koongo (aka Kongo, Kikongo, Kikoongo, Congo, Cabinda) and Yombe (aka
Kiyombe, Kiombi, Lombe and Bayombe) as the languages spoken in that
province. [40]. According to a Global Security report about Cabinda, “Cabindés
is the National Language of Cabinda. However, a large number of Cabinda
Citizens speak French. The Cabindans at least, for the literate among them,
are 90% French speaking and only 10% speak Portuguese.” [37]

Information published in the World Travel Guide website (accessed on 16
June 2010) indicates that the following days in 2010 are public holidays: 1
January (New Year's Day), 4 January (Martyrs of the Colonial Repression
Day), 4 February (Start of Liberation War), 8 March (International Women'’s
Day), 2 April (Good Friday), 4 April (Peace and Reconciliation Day), 5 April
(Easter Monday), 1 May (Labour Day), 25 May (Africa Day), 1 June
(International Children’s Day), 17 September (Nation’s Founder and National
Heroes Day), 1 November (All Soul’'s Day), 11 November (Independence
Day), 25 December (Christmas Day). [10]

Return to contents
Go to list of sources
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CABINDA PROVINCE

1.04 A Global Security profile of Cabinda (modified on 9 January 2010) stated that:

“Situated in Central Africa between Zaire and Congo, Cabinda stretches along
the Atlantic coast and covers an area of about 10,000 square kilometers. A
strip of Zairian territory 60 km in width divides Angola from Cabinda. The
population of Cabinda, which stands at around 300,000 indigenous people, is
comparable in numbers to that of the Seychelles (60,000), of Luxemburg
(300,000), of the Gambia and of Equatorial Guinea. Although out of this
number only one third live in the actual territory of Cabinda. The other two
thirds inhabit the surroundings in a generally stable state on Congolese and
Zairian territory. Unlike most African countries where the majority are Animists,
the majority of Cabinda People are Christians.” [37]

1.05 The Global Security report also noted the significance of Cabinda in relation to
Angola’s oil reserves:

“The Angolan economy is highly dependent on its oil sector, which accounts
for about half of the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and over 90% of
export revenues. Cabinda faces a situation similar to the Niger Delta states in
Nigeria. Cabinda produces more than half of Angola's oil and accounts for
nearly all of its foreign exchange earnings. The province receives about 10%
of the taxes paid by ChevronTexaco and its partners operating offshore
Cabinda.” [37]

See and Human rights violations committed in Cabinda

Return to contents
Go to list of sources

8 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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weblink to the above map:
http://www.usaid.gov/ao/map.html [42]

Return to contents
Go to list of sources
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2. Economy

2.01 The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (UK) Country Profile on Angola (25
June 2009 version), stated that:

“The Angolan economy is highly dependent on oil, accounting for over half of
GDP and 83% of government revenue and 97% of export value. It is the
second largest producer, after Nigeria, in sub-Saharan Africa. It joined OPEC
at the beginning of 2007. The current production, all offshore, is estimated to
have risen to over 2m bpd in 2007, as investment in deep and ultra-deep
blocks comes on stream, this has now decreased to 1.63m bpd due to
decreased demand and OPED capping.

“...Angola’s recent impressive growth rate, the highest in the world at an
estimated 23.4% in 2007, was driven by steeply rising oil production...
diamonds also play a large part in the Angolan economy but have also been
impacted significantly by the global economic downturn. Angola was the fourth
largest producer of rough diamonds - largely gemstone quality - in the world in
2008. Output has grown steadily since the war when smuggling, illegal digging
and the absence of government control had caused a significant drop. This
has since been reversed.

“...Angola is also endowed with large expanses of prime agricultural land but
the proliferation of land mines during the war (recent estimates put the number
laid at 4 million) has been one of the main reasons for the reduction in the
area under cultivation to 3%. Once the bread basket of Angola, the Central
Highlands has reverted to subsistence agriculture. Decades of central
planning, mismanagement, corruption and the war have long distorted the
economy. In 2000, Angola began tentative economic reforms. It has since
made significant progress in achieving macro-economic stability and reducing
inflation (from over 300% in 1999 to about 11.8% by the end of 2007.)
Basically a dollar economy, the government intervenes heavily to support the
Kwanza. Angola does not have a formal agreement with the IMF. It has

increasingly turned to oil-backed or commercial loans to finance expenditure.”
]

2.02 The CIA World Factbook (27 May 2010 version) provided additional basic
economic data:

» GDP growth rate in 2009, estimated at -0.3%
« GDP per capita in 2009, estimated at US $8,900
» Inflation rate in 2009, estimated at 13.1%
* Unemployment rate: [information not available]
. Labour force in 2009, estimated at 7,769,000. [3]

2.3 According to the XE Universal Currency Converter website, as of 17 June
2010, the currency of Angola is the Kwanza. One US dollar is equivalent to
92.3 Kwanzas; one Euro is equivalent to 114.4 Kwanzas, and one British
pound is equivalent to 136.8 Kwanzas. [17]

Return to contents
Go to list of sources

10 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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3. History (PRE-INDEPENDENCE TO 2008)

3.01

The following provides a brief history of Angola. Further information can be
found in the following sources:

http://africanhistory.about.com/od/angola/p/AngolaHist1.htm

http://countrystudies.us/angola/3.htm

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/angola/history

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (UK) Country Profile on Angola (25
June 2009 version), stated that:

“Angola was a Portuguese colony for 500 years. But until the 1920s, there was
little investment and the Portuguese presence was confined to the coastal
towns...Angolans began to agitate for independence in the mid-1950s. Three
nationalist groups were formed: the MPLA [Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola] in 1956, the FNLA [National Liberation Front of Angola]
in 1958 and UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] in
1966. In 1961, the armed struggle was launched. But the principle of
independence was not conceded until 1974, much later than most African
countries. Portugal hastily arranged a conference with the 3 movements, all of
which had gained Organisation of African Unity (OAU) recognition, to work out
the transitional arrangements to independence. The agreement was set out in
the Alvor Accord of January 1975. It provided for a transitional government to
prepare a constitution and for elections to be held before independence day,
set for 11 November 1975. But the agreement broke down and the
movements fought each other for control of the capital. The Portuguese
settlers left en masse. Elections were never held.

“On independence day the MPLA controlled the capital. They declared
themselves the government and imposed a one-party constitution to be guided
by Marxist-Leninism. The other movements retreated to their rural bases. The
MPLA's victory was secured with military hardware from the Soviet Union and
Cuban troops. The FNLA and UNITA had secured less help from their backers
- the USA, apartheid South Africa and Mobutu's Zaire. Although the FNLA
soon gave up the armed struggle, UNITA continued to fight a long guerrilla
war which was to last until 2002. Throughout this period, UNITA moved with
impunity in the countryside while the MPLA controlled the towns.

“Two attempts at brokering a peace (the Bicesse Accords of May 1991 and
the Lusaka Protocol of 1994) failed. Both were monitored by small UN
peacekeeping forces, UNAVEM | and IIl. The UN Security Council also
imposed a series of sanctions on UNITA from 1993. These also failed to stop
the fighting. The MPLA therefore decided at its Party Congress in December
1998 to pursue a final military offensive against UNITA. It asked the UN to
leave. After 3 years of fighting, government forces succeeded, firstly by killing
UNITA's leader in February 2002 and subsequently by coming to an
agreement with UNITA commanders to end the war: the Luena Memorandum
of Understanding of April 2002. Isaias Samakuva was subsequently elected
the new UNITA leader at the Party's 9th Congress in 2003. He was re-elected
in July 2007.

11
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3.02

12

“Although peace has been achieved on the mainland, the problem of Cabinda
remains unresolved. A low level guerrilla war has been conducted for over 30
years by rebel groups fighting for the independence of the province. The
Angolan government has alternately tried negotiations and military force to no
avail. A ceasefire agreement was signed on 1 August 2006 but it did not
attract the support of all the Cabindan factions.” [1]

A Global Security report, dated 9 January 2010, about Cabinda stated the
following about the history of the province:

“Cabinda became a Portuguese Protectorate with the signing of the Treaty of
Simulambuco in 1885, and became known as the Portuguese Congo from the
earliest 1900 onward. The Cabindans base their independence claim on the
fact that Cabinda was never part of angola and on the Treaty of Simulambuco
of 1885 with the portuguese as a portuguese protectorate state. The treaty
was part of portugal's attempt to consolidate its empire during the European
powers' scramble for Africa in the late 19th century. In the 1933 Constitution
defining the Estado Novo, Cabinda and angola were considered distinct and
separate parts of portugal. In 1956 Portugal joined the administration of its
Protectorate of Cabinda to that of its Colony of angola.

“The year 1960 witnessed the creation of the Freedom Movement for the
State of Cabinda (MLEC) followed in 1963 by the forming of two other groups
(National Action Committee of the Cabindan People — CAUNC and the
Mayombé Alliance — ALLIAMA) supporting the same cause. In 1963 the
merger of the three main Independence movements (M.L.E.C., ALIAMA, and
C.A.U.N.C.) brought about the creation of FLEC [Front for the Liberation of the
Enclave of Cabinda] in Pointe-Noire (Loango) Congo. In 1974 the portugese
government authorized FLEC to establish itself on Cabinda territory.

“The invasion of Cabinda happened on the 11 of November 1975, when
MPLA troops entered Cabinda via Point Noire. They where financially
supported by the Oil Giant Chevron, Chevron paid the MPLA to take over the
Cabindan oil fields.

“...since the early 1990s, the government of Angola has implemented various
measures in order to appease the groups, such as encouraging FLEC
members to lay down their arms and join the administration, a move that has
met with at least partial success.

“...on 22 May 1996 the Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda -
Armed Forces of Cabinda (FLEC-FAC) rebels fought with Angolan
government troops only a week after FLEC-FAC signed a cease-fire
agreement with the government. Since 1975, FLEC-FAC's 3,000-man army
had fought the Angolan government for the 2,880-square mile Cabinda
province. By late December 1996 clashes between the Front for the Liberation
of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC) and Angolan government troops continued
as the respective forces attempt to capture territory previously held by the
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA).

“...by the end of February 2003, General Armando da Cruz Neto, the FAA
chief of staff, confidently announced: ‘We are in a position to state that there

The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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have been significant changes in Cabinda's military situation as a result of
operations carried out by our armed forces. FLEC-Renovada has ceased to
operate since late 2002. We could say that the operation launched to restore
peace in Cabinda has reached a positive phase. The next phase entails the
development of border control mechanisms, so as to prevent FLEC forces
from regrouping and returning.’

“On 8 June 2003, the Angola Press Agency reported that the FLEC-FAC chief
of staff, Francisco Luemba, and six other high-ranking officers had
surrendered to government authorities.” [37]

3.03 The Human Rights Watch report, They Put Me in the Hole, published on 22
June 2009 about Cabinda, stated:

“In 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the Angolan
government and Anténio Bento Bembe, the former leader of the FLEC
Renovada wing and president of the Cabindan Forum for Dialogue (FCD),
sought to formally end the armed conflict. The FCD had been established in
2004 as a joint commission including representatives of the two main FLEC
factions - FLEC Renovada and FLEC-FAC - as well as members of civil
society and the churches, to facilitate peace negotiations with the government.
The MOU included an amnesty, a demobilization and reintegration plan for
former FLEC combatants, and the allocation of a number of government posts
to a range of former FLEC officials. The peace agreement, however, has
enjoyed little credibility in Cabinda, because the most active FLEC wing,
FLEC-FAC, as well as other members of the FCD, had been excluded from
the talks, and no political concessions were made to the separatists. The
armed insurgency has continued, but since 2006 the government has claimed
the war ended in Cabinda and has attributed continuing sporadic attacks to
‘bandits.’ ” [12b]

3.04  The United States State Department Background Note on Angola, published in
March 2010, reported that:

“Angola held legislative elections on September 5, 2008, Angola’s first since
1992. Due to technical difficulties on election day, voting was extended
through September 6 in some constituencies. The results of the elections were
accepted by UNITA and most other opposition parties. The MPLA won 81.6%
of the electorate, giving it 191 out of 220 seats in parliament. The remaining
29 parliamentary seats were won by the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA) (16), the Social Renewal Party (PRS) (8),
National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA) (3), and the New
Democracy (ND) coalition (2).” [2g]

Return to contents
Go to list of sources
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4. ReceNT beveLoPMENTS (JANUARY 2010 1o Aucust 2010)

Toco FooTBALL TEAM ATTACKED BY FLEC
4.1 BBC News reported on 8 January 2010 that:

“‘Gunmen have fired on a bus carrying Togo's football team to the Africa Cup
of Nations in Angola, wounding players and reportedly killing the driver.

“The attackers machine-gunned the vehicle after it crossed from the Republic
of Congo into Angola's oil-rich territory of Cabinda.

“...the Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda (Flec), which said it
carried out the attack, has fought for independence for several decades, but
entered a ceasefire in 2006.

“...nine people, including at least two players, were wounded during the
shooting, reports said. Central defender Serge Akakpo was among those hurt
and back-up goalkeeper Kodjovi Obilale was also reportedly injured.

“...the bus was travelling to Cabinda from the squad's training ground in the
Republic of Congo when the shooting happened.” [6c]

4.2 A report published by The Guardian newspaper (UK), dated 11 January 2010,
provided more information about the shooting incident:

“‘Rodrigues Mingas, secretary general of the Front for the Liberation of the
Enclave of Cabinda (Flec), said his fighters had meant to attack security
guards as the convoy passed through the Angolan province of Cabinda, which
sits wholly inside Congo.

“Today [11 January 2010], Angolan state media reported two arrests in
connection with Friday's attack, which came as the Togo team travelled to the
Africa Cup of Nations. Three people were killed - the team's assistant coach,
its official spokesman and the bus driver.

“...the provincial prosecutor, Antonio Nito, said the two people arrested
belonged to Flec, which has fought for three decades against the Angolan
government and claimed responsibility for the attack.

“‘The two elements of Flec were captured at the scene of the incident, the
road to Massabi that connects both countries [Angola and Congo],” he said in
a statement published on the state-owned news agency Angop. No other
details were immediately available.

“Eight people were wounded during the ambush, including a goalkeeper,
Kodjovi Dodji Obilalé, who was airlifted to South Africa. He is said to be in a
stable condition in intensive care.

“Cabinda is responsible for half of Angola's oil production. Before the attack
Flec was not thought to be a serious risk. Last month [December 2009] an
Angolan minister without portfolio, Anténio Bento Bembe, who is a former Flec

14 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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fighter, said the group no longer existed. He claimed all that remained of Flec
was a few individuals who were trying to attract unhappy Cabindans with false
statements.” [39]

4.3 A Human Rights Watch (HRW) report, dated 23 June 2010, provided more
recent information:

“The criminal court in Cabinda is prosecuting under state security laws Father
Raul Tati, a Catholic priest; Francisco Luemba, a lawyer; and Belchior Lanso
Tati, a university professor. They were arrested following an attack on January
8 [2010] in Cabinda on Togolese footballers who were participating in the
African Cup of Nations. The separatist guerrilla movement Front for the
Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC) claimed responsibility for the
attack.

“...the government has charged Raul Tati, Luemba, and Belchior Lanso Tati
for unspecified ‘other crimes against the security of the state.’ Their indictment
is based on documents in their possession - including public documents and
private notes - and their participation in an allegedly ‘illegal’ meeting with
FLEC officials last year. Human Rights Watch has credible information that the
meetings were aimed to facilitate a dialogue on peace and that a senior
advisor of Angola's president encouraged the initiative.

“...since the January [2010] attack, the Angolan authorities have imprisoned
nine men for state security crimes. The only two who were arrested for direct
involvement in the attack have still not been charged. Five were charged with
‘other acts against the security of the state,” under article 26 of a 1978 state
security crime law.

“In April [2010], the government briefly detained five people for wearing T-
shirts with the faces of several Cabinda detainees and released them
conditionally. In May [2010], security forces prevented a public demonstration
in solidarity with the detainees, which the governor had banned, and besieged
the homes of the organizers. In June [2010], a court sentenced André Zeferino
Puati, an employee of the US oil company Chevron, charged with ‘other acts
against the security of the state,” for possession of FLEC documents, to three
years of imprisonment.” [12d] (HRW report - Angola: End Case Against
Cabinda Rights Defenders, 23 June 2010)

See also Human rights institutions, organisations and activists

CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

4.04 The United States State Department Background Note on Angola, published in
March 2010, reported that:

“Angola enacted a new constitution on February 5, 2010 and on February 8,
President dos Santos swore in a new government. The new constitution
allows for the direct election of the president, introduces the new office of the
vice president, and eliminates the position of prime minister. After signing the
new constitution, President dos Santos declared that national elections would
take place in 2012. Municipal elections may take place after the next national
poll. The central government administers the country through 18 provinces.
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4.05
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Governors of the provinces are appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the
president. The government has embarked on a program of decentralization,
and in August 2007 the Council of Ministers passed a resolution to grant some
municipalities control of their own budgets; this measure was extended to all
municipalities in 2008.” [2b]

A report published in the Information Portal on Corruption and Governance in
Africa (IPOC), dated 21 January 2010, stated that:

“Angola's parliament approved a new constitution on Thursday [21 January
2010] that will allow President Jose Eduardo dos Santos to extend his three-
decade long rule over one of Africa's top oil producers without a direct ballot.

“The constitution was approved by 186 out of a total 220 votes in parliament,
in which the ruling party holds an overwhelming majority over a weak and
divided opposition. The main opposition UNITA party boycotted the vote.

“...the constitution needs to be approved by the country's Constitutional Court
and the president before coming into effect.

“The new charter will keep the president as head of government and the
armed forces. It replaces the prime minister with a vice president, ensuring the
president will be more involved in day-to-day affairs of state.

“The president will be chosen as the leader of the party which wins the biggest
share of the vote for parliament. Under the previous constitution the president
and parliament were elected via two separate elections.

“Analysts say this constitution grants even more power to Africa's second
longest serving ruler.

The ruling MPLA says the constitution will increase democracy, but by
abolishing the presidential ballot and concentrating all the power on the
president it will do exactly the opposite,’ said Fernando Macedo, a political
analyst in Luanda.” [11]

See also Constitution

For more recent Angolan news reports, refer to the Internet weblinks below:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/africa/

http://www.afrol.com/countries/angola

http://af.reuters.com/

http://allafrica.com/

http://www.irinnews.org/Africa-Country.aspx?Country=A0

http://www.afriquejet.com/afrique/angola-c-33.html

Return to contents

The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.


http://www.afriquejet.com/afrique/angola-c-33.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Africa-Country.aspx?Country=AO
http://allafrica.com/
http://af.reuters.com/
http://www.afrol.com/countries/angola
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/africa/

1 SeptemBer 2010 AncoLA

Go to list of sources

5. ConsTITUTION

5.01

The www.trocaire.com (Irish Catholic NGO) website (accessed on 23 August
2010) provided information about the key elements of the new 2010
Constitution, which replaced the 1992 Constitution:

+ The President will no longer be directly elected. Instead the person that
heads up the list of the party that gains the most votes in the legislative
election will automatically become president.

* The post of Prime Minister is abolished and executive responsibility
concentrated in the hands of the president.

» The president is empowered to appoint the judges of the Constitutional
Court, Supreme Court and the Court Audit - the high-court in Angola
responsible for reviewing legal issues on public expenditure.

* The new constitution maintains the status of Angola's oil-producing exclave
of Cabinda , where separatists from FLEC have fought more than three
decades of war against the government, in a bid for autonomy.

+ Land belongs to the state. Only the state has the right to grant land
concessions and these concessions can only be given out to Angolan
nationals or companies.

» The Constitution provides numerous guarantees of individual freedom and
prohibits discrimination based on colour, race, ethnic identity, sex, place of
birth, religion, level of education, and economic or social status.

* Abolition of death penalty.

+ Office of the National Ombudsman (Provedore de Justi¢ca) enshrined in
Constitution, with responsibility to defend the rights, freedoms and guarantees
of citizens, to assure the justice and legality of the public administration.” [43]

Internet weblink to the 2010 Angolan Constitution:

http://www.comissaoconstitucional.ao/pdfs/constituicao-da-republica-de-
angola-versao-ingles.pdf

See also Recent developments

Return to contents
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6. PourTicAL SYSTEM

6.01

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) World Factbook (27 May 2010 version)
noted that Angola is a democratic multi-party republic with a presidential
system of government. The government is made up of an executive,
legislative and judiciary. The current president is José Eduardo dos Santos.
The unicameral National Assembly is Angola’s parliament and has 220 seats.
Members of the National Assembly are elected by proportional vote to serve
four-year terms. [3]
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The United States State Department Background Note on Angola, published
on 22 March 2010, noted that:

“Angola is governed by a president, vice president, and 85 appointed ministers
and state secretaries. Political power is concentrated in the presidency. The
executive branch of the government is composed of the president (head of
state and government), the vice president, ministers of state and the Council
of Ministers. The Council of Ministers, composed of all government ministers
and secretaries of state, meets regularly to discuss policy issues. The
president, the Council of Ministers, and individual ministers in their areas of
competence have the ability to legislate by decree...the central government
administers the country through 18 provinces. Governors of the provinces are
appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the president.” [2b]

See also section on Political affiliation

Return to contents
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Human Rights

7.

7.01

7.02

7.03

INTRODUCTION

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, published on 11 March 2010, stated in its introductory
section that:

“The government's human rights record [in 2009] remained poor, and there
were numerous, serious problems. Human rights abuses included the
abridgement of citizens' right to elect officials at all levels; unlawful killings by
police, military, and private security forces; torture, beatings, and rape by
security forces; harsh prison conditions; arbitrary arrest and detention; official
corruption and impunity; judicial inefficiency and lack of independence; lengthy
pretrial detention; lack of due process; restrictions on freedom of speech,
press, assembly, and association; forced evictions without compensation; and

discrimination, violence, and abuse perpetrated against women and children.”
[2a] (Introduction)

The Amnesty International 2070 Annual Report, published in May 2010, stated
that:

“The government continued to make commitments towards the provision of
social housing. However, forced evictions persisted, including one of the
largest carried out in recent years. Extrajudicial executions, excessive use of
force, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and torture and other ill-treatment by
police were reported...the police continued to carry out human rights
violations, including excessive use of force and extrajudicial executions. Few
officers were brought to justice and little information was made available about
action taken against police for past human rights violations...arbitrary arrests
and detentions by the police were reported. Most of the arrests were
accompanied by excessive use of force. Police were also reported to have
tortured and otherwise ill-treated detainees in Lunda Norte province...
journalists continued to face harassment in the form of lawsuits and other
restrictions. At least three journalists were accused of abusing the media,
while another received a suspended prison sentence for defamation.” [5a]

The Freedom in the World 2010 report, published by Freedom House on 3
May 2010, noted that:

“Angola is not an electoral democracy. Long-delayed legislative elections held
in September 2008, while largely reflective of the people’s will, were not free
and fair. The 220-seat National Assembly, whose members serve four-year
terms, has little power, and 90 percent of legislation originates in the executive
branch...presidential elections, repeatedly delayed since 1997, were
postponed again in 2009.

“...media restrictions were eased somewhat after 2002, but despite
constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression, journalists are driven to
self-censorship by the threat of dismissal, detention, and legal sanction by
authorities. Defamation of the president or his representatives and libel are
criminal offenses, punishable by imprisonment or fines. The 2006 Press Law
ended the state monopoly on television broadcasting, called for the creation of

19



AncoLA 1 SeptemBer 2010

a public-service broadcaster, and allowed journalists to use truth as a defense
in libel and defamation trials. However, the law includes onerous registration
requirements as well as restrictive provisions concerning journalistic ‘duties’
and access to information. Moreover, almost none of the legislation required
for the law’s implementation had been passed by the end of 2009.

“...the constitution guarantees freedom of assembly and association.
Increasingly, authorities are allowing opposition groups to hold demonstrations
in Luanda, though crackdowns are common in the interior. The right to strike
and form unions is provided by the constitution, but the MPLA dominates the
labor movement and only a few independent unions exist. Hundreds of
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) operate in Angola, many of them
demanding political reform, government accountability, and human rights
protections. Churches in particular have grown more outspoken. However, the
government has occasionally threatened organizations with closure.

“...lengthy pretrial detention is common, and prisoners are subject to torture,
severe overcrowding, sexual abuse, extortion, and a lack of basic services.
Despite increased resources and human rights training, security forces
continue to commit abuses with impunity.” [13]

For further information, see Human Rights Watch World Report 2010 -
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/87450

For information about specific human rights issues, see Arrest and detention -
legal rights; Prison conditions; Human rights violations by the security forces;

Freedom of speech and media; Freedom of religion
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8. SECURITY FORCES

OVERVIEW

8.1 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola stated that:

“The National Police, controlled by the Interior Ministry, are responsible for
internal security and law enforcement. The Internal Intelligence Service
reports to the Office of the Presidency and investigates sensitive state security
matters. The [Angolan Armed Forces] FAA is responsible for external security
but also has domestic security responsibilities, including border security,
expulsion of illegal immigrants, and small-scale actions against dissident
FLEC factions in Cabinda.

“Other than personnel assigned to elite units, police were poorly paid, and the
practice of supplementing income through extortion of civilians was

widespread. Corruption and impunity remained serious problems.”
[2a] (Section 1d)

See also Human rights violations by the security forces

20 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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ARMED FORCES

8.2 The Angola Armed Forces section of Jane’s Sentinel Country Risk
Assessment section (26 January 2010 version) provided information about
Angola’s armed forces:

“The Angolan Armed Forces (FAA) were created from the communist-backed
Movimento Popular de Libertacdo de Angola (MPLA) forces in the long-
running civil war and were originally known as the Forcas Armadas Populares
de Libertagdo de Angola (FAPLA). The current force is dominated by the
army, which, with some 30 regiments and over 100,000 members, is the
largest standing army in central or southern Africa. The air force is also one of
the largest in sub-Saharan Africa and has benefited from large quantities of
relatively modern equipment since the late 1990s. The navy, by contrast, has
never been properly developed and, since the original Soviet-supplied
equipment deteriorated by the mid-1990s, has been essentially a shore-based
force...the army constitutes the vast bulk of the armed forces, with some
100,000 members, followed by the air force and then the navy with 7,000 and
890 members, respectively. Civilian control over the military is exercised via
the Ministry of National Defence in Luanda. Angola is then divided in to four
military areas (north, east, south and central) with further command structures
in each of the 17 provinces outside Luanda.

“The Armed Forces General Inspection Department (IGFAA) is in charge of
supervising, controlling and guaranteeing the proper administration and
management of human, material and financial resources of the FAA and
national defence ministry institutions. The IGFAA has existed since 1991, but
was only officially established in April 2006.” [7]

HuMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY THE SECURITY FORCES

8.03 Amnesty International, in its submission to the United Nations Universal
Periodic Review of Angola, dated September 2009, presented to the United
Nations Human Rights Council, stated that “in 2003, the Angolan National
Police launched a 10-year Modernization and Development Plan, aimed at
improving police professionalism. Despite some improvements in police
conduct since then, there have been continued reports of arbitrary arrests and
unlawful detention, torture and ill-treatment, deaths in police custody,
extrajudicial executions, as well as excessive use of force and firearms by the
police.” [5¢]

Internet weblink to the Amnesty International submission:

http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/AFR12/005/2009/en/84202b5f-9f2a-
4082-ab4c-85011df682c8/afr120052009eng.htmi#sdfootnote15sym

Arbitrary arrest and detention
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8.04 Amnesty International noted in its Annual Report 2010, released in May 2010,
which covered events in 2009, that “arbitrary arrests and detentions by the
police were reported.” [5a]. The United States State Department 2009 Country
Report on Human Rights Practices on Angola stated that:

“Unlawful arrest and detention continued to be serious problems. NGOs
continued efforts to secure the release of illegally detained persons. During
the year [2009] NGOs reported more than 500 cases of illegal detentions. In
2008 citizens reported to NGOs 700 cases of illegal detention; NGOs reported
receiving petitions daily from relatives of illegally detained persons seeking pro
bono legal assistance. NGOs also reported that police often detained citizens
without charge or denied them access to a judge for extended periods and
then released them.

“In mining provinces such as Lunda Norte, Lunda Sul, and Bie, international
organizations reported that government security forces detained illegal
immigrants and their families in transit centers, where the security forces
subjected them to systematic rape, body cavity searches, and deprivation of
food and water.

“Security officials arbitrarily arrested members of the opposition. For example,
in August 2008 security forces arrested 13 members of the Party for
Democratic Support and Progress of Angola opposition party for distributing
pamphlets on behalf of another opposition party. The Luanda Provincial Court

dismissed the case as the prosecutor found the charges erroneous.”
[2a] (Section 1d)
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Torture

8.05 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, published on 11 March 2010, stated that:

“The constitution and law prohibit such practices; however, government
security forces tortured, beat, and otherwise abused persons. Reports of
beatings and other abuses in police stations during interrogations were
common. The media reported that on October 9 [2009], seven former police
agents from the National Police force claimed that they were tortured while
undergoing interrogation in prison.

“In 2007 the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions (UNWGAD) reported
a number of detainees with visible signs of torture. Police and other security
forces rarely were held accountable. Although the government punished some
violators administratively, no prosecutions occurred during the year.

“Abuses by the army continued. There were NGO and media reports of
violence by security forces in Cabinda and Lunda Norte. In Cabinda, FAA
troops illegally detained, beat, or threatened citizens suspected of FLEC
collaboration during anti-insurgency operations, according to human rights
NGOs.” [2a] (Section 1c)

8.06 Amnesty International, in its submission to the United Nations Universal

22 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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Periodic Review of Angola, dated September 2009, presented to the United
Nations Human Rights Council, stated that:

“Although there have been fewer cases of torture and ill-treatment reported in
the past four years, reports persist of the practice, especially while in police
custody. At least one of these cases resulted in a death in custody. In
February 2007, police officers arrested Francisco Levi da Costa and two other
men after a shop owner accused them of attempting to steal three boxes of
fish. The police took the men to the Eighth Police Station in Luanda, where
they beat them for four consecutive days. Allegedly, Francisco Levi da Costa
was beaten on the head and lost consciousness, but police accused him of
faking in order to be released. He died four days later in the police cell. No one
has been held accountable for his death.” [5¢]

Extrajudicial killings

8.07

8.08

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola noted that during 2009:

“There were no reports that the government or its agents committed politically
motivated killings; however, human rights activists and domestic media
sources reported that security forces arbitrarily killed two persons during the
year. In 2008 security forces arbitrarily killed 23 persons.

”...domestic media and local human rights activists reported that police use of
excessive force resulted in killings.

“On September 12 [2009], police in Luanda tortured a male citizen charged
with selling drugs. While he was under arrest, police denied him medical
assistance. He later died in prison due to serious contusions and abuse. The
provincial commander of police requested an investigation; however, there
were no updates by year's end.

“On September 22 [2009], police arrested a male citizen in Porto Amboim for a
public argument and tortured him. He later died due to serious contusions and
cuts. There was no investigation by year's end.” [2a] (Section 1a)

Amnesty International, in its submission to the United Nations Universal
Periodic Review of Angola, dated September 2009, presented to the United
Nations Human Rights Council, stated that:

“Police have used excessive force on various occasions when dispersing
demonstrations, during forced evictions and when carrying out arrests. On a
few occasions their use of force and firearms has amounted to extrajudicial
executions. For example, in July 2008 a group of about seven police officers
went to the area of Largo da Frescura in a white, unmarked vehicle and
opened fire on eight youths, killing all of them. The police officers claimed that
they had gone to the area in response to reports that a group of youths
suspected of armed robbery were in that area, that the youths fired shots at
them and that they were compelled to shoot back to defend themselves, killing
the youths in the process. None of the police officers were injured as a result
of the crossfire. However, eye-witnesses to the event stated that the armed
police officers instructed the youths to lie on their stomachs, shot them while
they were lying on the ground and then drove off leaving the youths. Seven
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police officers were arrested in connection with this incident, but to date no
trial has taken place.” [5¢]

Human rights violations committed in Cabinda

8.09

8.10

8.11

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola observed that “the Memorandum of Understanding for
Peace and Reconciliation for Cabinda Province, signed in 2006, largely
brought an end to the insurgency in the province, although sporadic attacks by
dissident factions of the Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda
(FLEC) and counterinsurgency operations by the Armed Forces of Angola
(FAA) continued during the year.” [2a] (section 1a)

Regarding human rights abuses committed by the security forces in Cabinda,
the Human Rights Watch report, They Put Me in the Hole, published on 22
June 2009, stated:

“At least 38 people who have been arrested by Angolan military and
intelligence officials in Cabinda, Angola’s oil-rich enclave, from September
2007 to March 2009 have been subjected to torture and cruel or inhumane
treatment in military custody and been denied basic due process rights as well
as the right to a fair trial. The detainees are accused by the authorities of
involvement in armed opposition in Cabinda in the context of a separatist
insurgency.

“The intensity of the armed conflict in Cabinda has declined as a result of
large-scale counterinsurgency operations in 2002-2003, and the government
publicly claims that the Cabinda conflict came to a close in 2006, when a
peace agreement was signed with a faction of the rebel Liberation Front for
the Independence of the Enclave of Cabinda (FLEC). But the campaign for
independence remains unresolved, and sporadic guerrilla attacks have been
ongoing.” [12b]

Regarding human rights abuses committed by the security forces in Cabinda,
the Human Rights Watch 2010 World Report, published in January 2010,
stated:

“Human rights scrutiny remains restricted in Cabinda, particularly in the interior
[during 2009]. The government has not responded to calls for an independent
investigation into allegations of torture and other serious human rights
violations committed by the FAA, and perpetrators of torture are not
prosecuted.

“Since September 2007 the military has arbitrarily arrested more than 40 rebel
suspects. Most of them claim to have been subjected to torture and
mistreatment designed to extort confessions during lengthy incommunicado
custody. They were eventually brought to a civilian prison and charged with
‘crimes against the security of the state’ and other related crimes, but in
several cases were denied due process rights.” [12a]

See also Cabinda province
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8.12

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola noted that during 2009:

“Most complaints were handled within the National Police by internal
disciplinary procedures, which sometimes led to formal punishment, including
dismissal. However, the government did not establish mechanisms to expedite
investigations and punish alleged offenders, and it rarely disclosed publicly the
results of internal investigations.” [2a] (Section 1d)

Impunity and prosecution of the security forces

8.13

8.14

8.15

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, noted that “impunity remained a problem, although the
government prosecuted some human rights violators. Results of investigations
into security force abuses were seldom released.” [2a] (section 1a). On the same
subject, the Amnesty International 2070 Annual Report stated that “few
officers were brought to justice [for human rights violations] and little
information was made available about action taken against police for past
human rights violations.” [5a]

Amnesty International, in its submission to the United Nations Universal
Periodic Review of Angola, dated September 2009, presented to the United
Nations Human Rights Council, stated that:

“In the majority of cases [of human rights violations], the authorities have
failed to bring police officers responsible for human rights violations to justice;
to establish the truth of what happened; and to ensure victims receive full
reparation. The police accountability mechanisms have to a great extent been
unresponsive to the victims and have failed to prevent human rights violations
from occurring or bring police officers to justice when they do occur.” [5¢]

In March 2010, an Angolan court convicted seven police officers for reportedly
unlawfully killing eight men, as reported by Reuters on 22 March 2010:

“Seven Angolan policemen were sentenced to 24 years each in jail on
Monday [22 March 2010] for the murder of eight men in a poor
neighbourhood, in what analysts said was a key step forward in a drive to end
widespread police brutality.

“Judge Salomao Filipe said the trial had shown that the policemen ordered a
group of young men in Luanda's crime-ridden Sambizanga neighbourhood to
lie face down on the ground and then shot them at point-blank range in July
2008.

“Five victims died immediately and three on the way to hospital. One of these
managed to identify two of the policemen before succumbing to his injuries.

“The shooting took place during a police operation aimed at ending gang
violence, but the judge said there was no evidence that the accused had been
ordered to carry out the killings.

“ ‘Although the defendants may have believed that the young men were
criminals, their actions are unjustifiable,” said Filipe. ‘Each of you will get 24
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years in jail.’

“...in its 2009 Human Rights Report on Angola, the U.S. State Department
said the oil producing country's human rights record remained poor, citing
numerous serious problems, including ‘unlawful killings by police.’

“But some analysts said the sentences handed down on Monday, widely
reported on local media, could signal a new determination to stop police
brutality.” [38b]
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9. MILITARY SERVICE

LEGISLATION

9.1

According to the Child Soldiers (NGO) 2008 Global Report, published in May
2008:

“Under the constitution it was the right and highest duty of every citizen to
defend the country, military service was compulsory, and the manner in which
it was fulfilled was established by law. Under Law 1/93, military service was
compulsory for all men aged between 20 and 45. Women over 20 could also
volunteer to join. Recruitment started at 18, with registration under the military
census. Those who failed to register were subject to unspecified sanctions,
which in practice amounted to the payment of fines.

“Under Article 8.3 of Law 1/93, the National Assembly was empowered to
decree the military call-up of citizens from the age of 18 in the case of a
national emergency and at the request of the Council of Ministers. The law
also stipulated that military service was for two years, but the National
Assembly could extend or reduce the term by a year if needed and if
‘conditions of service permit’. The law provided for conscientious objectors to
perform civilian service. Decree No. 40/96 of 13 December 1996, on the
application of military service, established a minimum age of 18 for the
voluntary recruitment of men.” [8]

Return to contents
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RECRUITMENT

9.2
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A Conscience and Peace Tax International report, dated February 2010,
published in the War Resisters International website, submitted for a United
Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review, stated:

“Each January the Ministry of Defence issues a decree calling on male
citizens entering their eighteenth year to register [for military service]. In 2009,
for instance, the summons was addressed to all male citizens, whether or not
resident in Angola, born between 1% January and 31 December 1991, and
registration was required between 12" January and 28" February.

“Although fighting continued in the Cabinda enclave against the secessionist
FLAC [FLEC], the end of the civil war against UNITA led to a pause in

The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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recruitment. No call-ups were issued in 2002 or 2003. In January 2004,
however annual call-ups resumed, and in 2005 the summons to register was
also addressed to all those born between 1981 and 1986 who had not
previously registered. Those born between 1970 and 1974 (ie approaching the
upper age limit) were also called upon to ‘regularize their military situation.’

“There have been no reports of any suspension of recruitment following the

end of the major military confrontation in Cabinda.” [4]
Return to contents
Go to list of sources

PENALTIES FOR EVADING MILITARY SERVICE

9.3

The Conscience and Peace Tax International report stated:

“Under article 29 of the Military Penal Code (Lei dos Crimes Militares), No.
4/94, of 28™ January 1994, those who fail to report for military service —
including conscientious objectors - are liable to a sentence of two years
imprisonment followed by military serice of twice the normal length, ie. four
years.

“It has been alleged that in practice when such persons have been
apprehended they have sometimes been punished by being sent into active
service with no training or training of only two to four weeks. It has to be
assumed that this increases the risk of a violent death.

“Deserters may be sentenced to between two and eight years of imprisonment
in times of peace and eight to twelve years in time of war. In practice it is
alleged that during the civil war deserters were either summarily executed or
posted to the front line.” [4]
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

9.4

The Conscience and Peace Tax International report also stated that:

“Article 10, Paragraphs 5-7 (paragraphs 1-4 do not seem to exist) of Law 1/93
states that persons liable for military service who are conscientious objectors
will perform an appropriate civilian service, to be the subject of specific
implementing regulations.

“As far as is known, such regulations have never been promulgated, and no
Angolan conscientious objectors have performed an alternative civilian
service. Angolan antimilitarist organisations insist that conscientious objectors
are not in practice released from military service, exemptions being given only
to persons with disabilities or severe iliness, and to students for the duration
of their studies, provided that they have registered for military service.” [4]
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10. JubiciARY
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ORGANISATION

10.01 A report dated December 2009, submitted by the Angolan government to the
Working Group on the Universal Periodical Review of the United Nations
Human Rights Council, stated that the judicial system consists of various
courts, namely:

“(a) Constitutional Court the highest authority for constitutional matters;

(b) Supreme Court — exercises jurisdiction throughout the country and, on
account of the diversity of the areas it covers, is divided into chambers and
further subdivided into sections;

(c) Provincial courts — 19 provincial courts, which have generic competency,
exercise jurisdiction in their respective provinces, and are divided into
chambers and further subdivided into sections;

(d) Municipal courts — 19 of these courts, with jurisdiction in their respective
municipalities, are competent to deal with criminal matters in cases punishable
with prison terms and equivalent fines. They also deal with civil matters with a
value of up to 100,000 kwanzas;

(e) Military courts — that deal essentially with military crimes. The system
consists of: the High Council of Military Justice; the Military Supreme Court;
military courts at the regional, district.” [35a] (p4)

10.02 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, noted that:

“The Supreme Court heads the formal justice system and administers the 18
provincial courts as well as a limited number of municipal courts. The
president appoints Supreme Court justices for life terms without confirmation
by the parliament. The Supreme Court generally heard cases concerning
alleged political and security crimes. The Ministry of Defense also tried
civilians in military courts...in June 2008 the government created a seven-
member constitutional court to provide judicial review of constitutional issues
and supervise the electoral process. The president nominated three judges,
parliament nominated three, and the Supreme Court nominated one, all to
serve seven-year terms...informal courts remained the principal institutions
through which citizens resolved conflicts in rural areas. Traditional leaders
(sobas) also heard and decided local cases. These informal systems did not
provide citizens with the same rights to a fair trial as the formal legal system;
instead, each community in which they were located established local rules.

“As most municipalities did not have prosecutors or judges, local police often
served as investigator, prosecutor, and judge. Both the National Police and
the FAA have internal court systems that generally remained closed to outside
scrutiny. Although members of these organizations can be tried under their
internal regulations, cases that include violations of criminal or civil laws can
also fall under the jurisdiction of provincial courts.” [2a] (Section 1e)
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28 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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INDEPENDENCE

10.03 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, noted that “the constitution provides for an independent
judiciary; however, the judiciary remained understaffed, inefficient, corrupt,
and subject to executive and political influence.” [2a] (Section 1e)

10.04 The Freedom in the World 2010 report, published by Freedom House on 3
May 2010, noted that:

“The judiciary is subject to extensive executive influence, though courts
occasionally rule against the government. Supreme Court judges are
appointed to life terms by the president without legislative input or approval.
The courts in general are hampered by a lack of training and infrastructure, a
large backlog of cases, and corruption.” [13]
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FAR TRIAL

10.05 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, noted that:

“The law provides for the right to a fair trial; however, the government did not
always respect this right. Suspects must be in the presence of a judge and
defense attorney when charged. Defendants are presumed innocent until
convicted. By law trials are usually public, although each court has the right to
close proceedings. Juries are not used. Defendants have the right to be
present and to consult with an attorney in a timely manner. The law requires
that an attorney be provided at public expense if an indigent defendant faces
serious criminal charges. Outside Luanda, the public defender was generally
not a trained attorney due to shortages in qualified personnel. Defendants do
not have the right to confront their accusers. They may question witnesses
against them and present witnesses and evidence on their own behalf. The
government did not always respect these rights in practice.

“Defendants and their attorneys have the right to access government-held
evidence relevant to their cases. In addition, defendants have the right to
appeal. Lawyers and prosecutors can appeal if the sentence is unsatisfactory,
but only a higher court can modify the sentence. However, the government did
not always respect these rights in practice.” [2a] (Section 1e)
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11. ARREST AND DETENTION — LEGAL RIGHTS
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11.01  The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, published on 11 March 2010, noted that:

“Prior to an arrest, the law requires a judge or magistrate to issue a warrant,
although a person caught committing a crime may be arrested immediately
without a warrant; however, security forces did not always procure arrest
warrants before detaining persons. The constitution provides the right to
prompt judicial determination of the detention's legality, but authorities often
did not respect this right in practice.

“The law mandates that detainees be informed of charges against them within
five days, or the prosecutor may permit the suspect to return home and
provide a warrant of surveillance to local police. This generally occurred in
practice.

“If the crime is a misdemeanor, the suspect may be detained for 30 days
before trial. If the crime is a felony, the prosecutor may prolong pretrial
detention up to 45 days. In practice authorities regularly exceeded these limits.

“A functioning but ineffective bail system, widely used for minor crimes,
existed. Prisoners and their families reported that prison officials demanded
bribes to release prisoners.” [2a] (Section 1d)
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12. PRISON CONDITIONS

12.01  The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, published on 11 March 2010, noted that:

“Prison conditions were harsh and life threatening. NGOs reported that prison
officials routinely beat and tortured detainees. In 2007 the UNWGAD
interviewed prisoners who showed visible signs of torture, starvation, and
abuse. A local human rights NGO reported similar conditions while visiting
prisons during the year.

“Overcrowding and lack of medical care, sanitation, potable water, and food
caused some prison deaths. It was customary for families to bring food to
prisoners, but guards demanded bribes as a precondition for food delivery.
Some prisoners died of disease, especially in provincial prisons. Prison
conditions varied widely between urban and rural areas.

“In March 2008 the National Criminal Investigation Department (DNIC)
building collapsed, killing 31 inmates. All police escaped from the building prior
to its collapse; however, prisoners were not freed from their holding cells.

“‘Due to violent prison riots in 2007 that resulted in at least two prisoner
deaths, the government worked to reduce overcrowding. However, the
national prison system continued to hold more than five times the number of
prisoners for which it was designed. Luanda's Central Prison, built to house
600 prisoners, held 3,300 before the riots. By the end of 2007, the prison
population there was reduced to approximately 1,000 prisoners. However,
during a prison visit, a local human rights NGO noted the transfer of prisoners

30 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.
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12.02

12.03

from Luanda to the provinces worsened overcrowding in the provincial
prisons. A local human rights NGO reported an overcrowded prison in
Lubango that held 690 prisoners in a facility built for 150. In addition, prisons
in both Huambo and Viana were grossly overcrowded.

“Chronically underpaid prison officials supported themselves by stealing from
prisoners and extorting money from their family members. Prison guards
continued to demand that prisoners pay for weekend passes to which they
were entitled. There were continued reports of prison officials operating an

informal bail system, releasing prisoners until their trial dates for a fee.”
[2a] (Section 1c)

The Freedom House report, Freedom in the World 2010, covering events in
2009, released in May 2010, observed that “lengthy pretrial detention is
common, and prisoners are subject to torture, severe overcrowding, sexual
abuse, extortion, and a lack of basic services.” [13]

A December 2009 report, submitted by the Angolan government to the
Working Group on the Universal Periodical Review of the United Nations
Human Rights Council, stated:

“The Angolan prison system is being modernized and developed. Its main task
is the social rehabilitation of detainees. Until December 2006, out of a total of
9,829 prison inmates, 5,083 were serving prison terms and the remainder
were in pretrial detention. In September 2009, there were 16,183 prison
inmates, of whom 711 had court proceedings under way...prisoners are
classified and separated on the basis of sex, age, legal situation, nationality
and pathology, in accordance with the principles of the United Nations
‘Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners’, under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Angolan prison law.
The latter also determines which facilities are suitable for detention and the
enforcement of sentences, with priority going to the supervision of young
detainees between the ages of 16 and 18 years and 18 and 21 in various
activities and programmes of therapy, schooling, vocational technical training
and community service. Pregnant female prisoners and women with infants
receive special treatment allowing them to keep their young children with them
until the age of 3...to effect genuine prison reform, the Angolan State is
adopting a series of legislative, infrastructural and organizational measures,
including the new Prison Act (No. 8/08 of 29 August), regulations for prison
service careers (Decree No. 43/99 of 24 December), rules governing the
organization of labour in prison facilities (Decree No. 64/04 of 1 October), and
training courses for prison governors, social workers and wardens, financed
by the European Union through the PIR-PALOP cooperation programme. Six
new prisons have also been built. The two in Cabinda and Kaquila are already
operational, while those in LundaNorte, Caxito, Nbanza Congo and Soyo have
been completed and are being fitted out.” [35a] (p6-7)

For more information on Angolan prisons, refer to the Internet weblink:

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/depsta/law/research/icps/worldbrief/wpb_country.php?
country=2
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13. DEATH PENALTY
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13.01  The Amnesty International (Al) report, Death Sentences and Executions 2009,
published in March 2010, stated that Angola’s laws do not provide for the
death penalty for any crime and comes under the “abolitionist for all crimes”
category. [5b]. According to an Angola Press Agency report, dated 19 January

2010, Article 59 of the new 2010 constitution forbids the death penalty.
[36]
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14. POLITICAL AFFILIATION

This section should be read in conjunction with Human rights institutions,

organisations and activists, and Freedom of speech and media

FREEDOM OF POLITICAL EXPRESSION

14.01 The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola, stated that “the law provides citizens with the right to
change their government peacefully. Citizens were able to exercise the right to
elect parliamentary representatives in 2008; however, the right to elect a head
of state and local leaders remained restricted.” [2a] (Section 3)

14.02 The Freedom House report, Freedom in the World 2010, covering events in
2009, released in May 2010, observed that:

“Angola is not an electoral democracy. Long-delayed legislative elections held
in September 2008, while largely reflective of the people's will, were not free
and fair. The 220-seat National Assembly, whose members serve four-year
terms, has little power, and 90 percent of legislation originates in the executive
branch. The president, who is supposed to serve five-year terms, directly
appoints the prime minister, cabinet, and provincial governors. Presidential
elections, repeatedly delayed since 1997, were postponed again in 2009.

“The 2008 legislative elections were contested by 14 parties, but the electoral
framework was highly advantageous to the ruling MPLA; aside from UNITA,
the main opposition party, just three smaller parties won seats. The National
Electoral Commission (CNE), which was dominated by MPLA loyalists, denied
opposition parties access to the voter registry and obstructed the accreditation
of domestic monitors who were not aligned with the government. In addition,
the government released state funding for opposition parties later than
mandated, and the MPLA exploited additional state resources to support its
own campaign. Voting in Luanda — home to between one-quarter and one-
third of registered voters — was marred by serious irregularities, including late
delivery of ballot papers, 320 polling stations that failed to open, and a
breakdown in the use of voter rolls to check identities. While political violence
rose in the run-up to the elections, it has decreased significantly since 2002,
and the government provided security for opposition rallies around the
country.” [13]

See also Political system and Freedom of speech and media

Return to contents

32 The main text of this COl Report contains the most up to date publicly available information as at 23 August 2010.



1 SeptemBer 2010 AncoLA

Go to list of sources

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND ASSEMBLY

14.03

14.04

The United States State Department 2009 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices on Angola stated that:

“The constitution and law provide for the right of assembly; however, the
government at times restricted this right.

“The law requires written notification to the local administrator three days
before public or private assemblies are to be held; however, the government
at times prohibited events based on perceived or claimed security
considerations. Participants potentially were liable for ‘offenses against the
honor and consideration due to persons and to organs of so