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Israel/OPT: Palestinian hunger-striking detainee close to death

Palestinian journalist Muhammed al-Qiq, held without charge or trial by Israel for nearly three
months and on hunger strike since 25 November, is at imminent risk of death. Despite the
Israeli High Court of Justice reviewing his case, he remains effectively detained with no charge
or trial.

An independent doctor visited al-Qig at HaEmek hospital in Afula, Israel, on Thursday 4
February, and said that he appears to be close to death, according to Physicians for Human
Rights — Israel (PHR-Israel), who organized the visit. Although al-Qiq refused to be examined,
visible signs point to severe ill-health. PHR-Israel said that their doctor and the hospital’s
medical staff agreed that it was highly unusual for a hunger-striker to still be conscious and
alive at this point of a hunger strike, and that even if he were treated, it may not save his life.
Al-Qiqg has refused treatment up until this point, and has told PHR-Israel that he does not wish
to be treated while he is conscious. His medical team at HaEmek hospital, who decided to
respect his wish not to be treated after earlier forcibly treating him, has disregarded two
recommendations from the hospital’'s ethics committee recommending he be forcibly treated
again.

Al-Qiq initially launched his hunger strike to protest the torture or other ill-treatment to which
he says he was subjected in Israeli custody, and to demand his release from detention he
believes is motivated by his work as a journalist. Israel has held him without charge or trial in a
practice known as administrative detention. On Thursday 4 February Israel’s High Court of
Justice decided to “suspend” his detention order given his precarious and deteriorating health.
They did not, however, rule on the validity of holding al-Qiq without charge or trial. To Amnesty
International’s knowledge, the High Court has only ever annulled an administrative detention
order in one case (in 1990), despite the fact that the practice violates the detainee’s right to a
fair trial and can constitute arbitrary detention. Amnesty International also considers that
Israel’s use of administrative detention itself may amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment, given the detainee’s inability to know why they are being detained or when they will
be released.!

It is unclear whether the High Court’s “suspension” of al-Qig’s detention order will have any
actual effect. The newspaper Haaretz reported that its conditions stipulate that al-Qig must
remain in hospital, and must seek permission from the Israeli authorities should he wish to
receive treatment at another hospital.? According to al-Qiq’s lawyer, the High Court said that
the authorities would re-arrest al-Qiq should his health improve, and resume the detention
order against him. The “suspension” therefore appears to be a mere gesture, designed to offer
the illusion of freedom to prompt al-Qiqg to end his hunger strike. Al-Qiq has stated that he will
continue his hunger strike until he is fully free or he dies.

According to al-Qiq’s lawyer, the Israeli authorities offered al-Qiq their assurances that he
would be released on 1 May if he ended his hunger strike, an offer that al-Qiq again rejected.
This offer raises troubling questions about the basis for al-Qig’s detention. If he was detained
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for real and imperative reasons of security, how can the authorities know he will no longer pose
a threat as of 1 May?

Amnesty International has concerns that the Israeli authorities are using administrative
detention as a method of punishing Muhammed al-Qiq without prosecuting him, which would
amount to arbitrary detention. They should drop the detention order against him and release
him unless he is to be charged with an internationally recognizable criminal offence and tried
in accordance with international fair standards. Amnesty International reiterates its call on
Israel to end the practice of administrative detention.

For background on Muhammed al-Qiqg’s case, please see Amnesty International, “Israel must
end ill-treatment of hunger-striking Palestinian detainee” (Index: MDE 15/3299/2016), 22
January 2016, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/3299/2016/en/
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44
20 7413 5566 or email: press@amnesty.org
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